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1. Name 

historic CA?ROLL COUNTY COURWOTJSE 

and/or common 

1 n / a  not for publication 

9 t h  
city, town H i l l s v i l l e  dav ic in i ty  of congressional district (x i l l im c , ::a~,lpler) 

state V i r s i n i a  code 5 1  countv Car ro l l  code 035 

Category Ownership Status Present Use 
- district public 2- occupied - agriculture - museum 

X building(s) - private - unoccupied - commercial - park 
- structure - both w o r k  in progress - educational - private residence 
- site Public Acquisit ion Accessible - entertainment - religious 
- object - in process X yes: restricted ); government - scientific 

b e i n g  considered - yes: unrestricted - industrial - transportation 
n / a  - no - military other: 

4. Owner of Property 

street & number 515 Main S t r e e t  

citv. town H i l l s v i l l e  - M A H K I K X  state Viro in i a  24343 

5. Location of kesa! Descri~tion 

courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. C a r r o l l  County ~ ~ ~ r t h o u s e  

N /A 
street & number 

' city, town H i l l s v i l l e  state Vircjinia 

6. Represerntation ia Existing Surveys 
Survey Inventory 

X title (1) American Bui:6ings has this property been determined elegible? - yes - no 
( 2 )  (See Continuat ion Sheet #1) 

date 1958 L federal - state - countv - local 

depository for survey records Library  of  Congress 

city, town Washington state D- C 



- 

7, Description - 
Condition Check one Check one 
-excellent - deteriorated - unaltered 2 original site 
X good - ruins 2 altered -moved date N /A 

- falr - unexposed 

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance 
The Carrol l  County Courthouse i s  located on t h e  ea s t  s ide  of U, S. Route 52 i n  H i l l sv i l l<  

the county seat .  The courthouse s i t e  is s l igh t ly  elevated, glving the building a monumental 
qual i ty .  The s t ruc ture  was planned and constructed from 1870-1875 a f t e r  the  specifications 
approved by the county board of supervisors and combines t he  t r ad i t i ona l  arcade and porticoed 
courthouse schemes i n  i t s  design. This interest ing blending may hhave been due t o  a conserva- 
t i v e  leaning on behalf of the  group of four,  led by Col. I ra  B. Coltrane, who designed the 
building. 

The facade (west) f ron ts  on the main s t r ee t .  It is distinguished by a two-story pedi- 
mented port ico i n  the  Doric order. The entablature has the l e t t e r i n g  "Carroll County Court- 
house, Hi l l sv i l l e ,  Virginia." The eaves of the  pediment, l i k e  the r e s t  of the  roof l ine ,  a r e  
bracketed. Sheltered by the port ico,  the  main entrances a r e  contal'ned within round arches 
with stone voussoirs. The keystones a r e  capped by the c i rcu la r  heads of t i e  rods. The 
main entrance, located i n  the  cen t ra l  arch, cons is t s  of a transomanc?-si'delight doorway framei 
by simple archi t rave t&. The entrance .. . . is flanked'by $awed dpen-well s t a i r s  t h a t  ascend 
from the arches t o  thesebond-floor courtroom. ~ a c h  &air has a turned newel., turned balus- 
ters, and a rounded handrail.  The doors a t  t he  top of t h e  s t a i r &  a r e  modern.. 

The principal openings a r e  topped by f l a t  l i n t e l s  with turned corner blocks. Fenestratii 
within the arcade has p la in  2/2 hung sash, while t he  windows above have 8/8 hung sashes. 
The building's  remaining fenestra t ion consis t& of 6/6 hung sash and elongated 12/12 hung sash 
The gable roof i s  crowned by an octagonal cupola w i t h  weatherboarded panels a l ternat ing with 
hung-sash windows. Topping the cupola is  a fancy wooden f i n i a l .  

The plan of the courthouse is basical ly  unchanged, although the in t e r io r  fabr ic  has been 
extensively a l te red .  The c l e rk ' s  o f f i ce  and county administrative o f f i ce s  a r e  located on the 
f i r s t  f loor .  The courtroom and court-related of f ices  occupy the second f loor .  A l a t e r  one- 
s tory  addit ion dominates the  rear  (east )  e lwat ion .  The north wing has a l so  been enlarged. 

The f ron t  lawn of the building is pleasantly landscaped, while a Confederatemenorial 
s t a tue  keeps s i l e n t  v i g i l  over the  town's Main Street .  An or ig ina l  stone wall i n  f ron t  of 

the  building has been stuccoed, and the or ig ina l  wrought-iron gate  remains i n  place. 

RCC 



6. Significance 

Period Areas of Significance-Check and justify below 
- prehistoric - archeology-prehistoric - community planning 

X- 
landscape architecture- religion 

- 1400-1499 - archeology-historic -conservation - law - science 
- 1500-1599 -agriculture -economics - literature -sculpture 
- 1600-1699 &architecture - education - military - social/ 
- 1700-1799 - art - engineering - music humanitarian 

1800-1899 -commerce - exploration/settlement - philosophy -theater 
- 1900- - communications - industry X pOlitics/government transportation 

-invention - other (specify) 

Specific dates 1870-75 BuilderIArchitect Col. I r a  Coltrane, Builder  

Statement of Significance (in one paragraph) 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

The Car ro l l  County Courthouse is a r c h i t e c t u r a l l y  s i g n i f i c a n t  a s  a publ ic  e d i f i c e  t h a t  
combines two t r a d i t i o n a l  courthouse plansr t h e  arcaded plan and t h e  t e m p l e p o r t i c o  plan. 
Both courthouse types w e r e  o r i g i n a l l y  used by Jef fersonian  workmen i-n Piedmont and Southside 
Virgin ia ,  and t h e  C a r r o l l  courthouse is i n t e r e s t i n g  f o r  makkng u s e  of them long a f t e r  they 
had passed o u t  of fashion. The courthouse was b u i l t  by a l o c a l  bu i lde r ,  Col.. Ira B. Coltrane, 
according t o  h i s  p lan ,  accept.& by t h e  county board of supervisors .  It is t h e  second court- 
house bui ld ing of C a r r o l l  County, which was formed from G r a p o n  Cqunty i n  1842. The csurthou: 
was t h e  scene of t h e  fanous H i l l s v i l l e  massacre of March 14,  1812, i n  which f i v e  persons, in- 
cluding t h e  p res id ing  judge, were k i l l e d  i n  a  courtroom b a t t l e .  

. ~ .. 

HISTORICAL BACKGROUND 

- 
C a r r o l l  County, formed from t h e  southwestern p a r t  of Grayson County i n  1842, was descr ib-  

ed by Henry Howe i n  1845 a s  "a wild andmountainous t r a c t .  . .watered by t h e  New River." 
Howe a l s o  noted t h a t  Grayson Sulphur Spr ings  "are now wi th in  t h e  l i m i t s  of t h i s  county . . . 
and a t t r a c t  more v i s i t o r s  than could have been expected from its ( s i c )  ?emote loca t ion  ... they 
a r e  i n  t h e  mids t  of scenery of a  remarkably wild and romantic charac ter .  . . a region . . . 
abounding wi th  f i s h  and a v a r i e t y  of game."1 Pr io r  t o  t h e  countyes formation, t h e  r e s iden t s  

who l i v e d  i n  t h i s  most remote b u t  scenic  p r e c i n c t  of Grayson County became increas ingly  d is -  
pleased with t h e  long, hazardous t r i p  they were forced t o m k e  t o  t h e  county s e a t  t o  a t tend 
cour t ,  t r a n s a c t  business,  and vote.  I t  wasn't,.however, u n t i l  a  neurcomer, John Car ro l l ,  an 
Ir ish-born gentleman w i t h  p o l i t i c a l  a s p i r a t i o n s ,  announced h i s  candidacy f o r  t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  
and promised t o  sponsor a  B i l l  t o  c r e a t e  a  new county t h a t - t h e  thought of separa t ion  occurred 
In  a b i t t e r  campaign h e  defeated t h e  incumbent, John B l a i r ,  who was powerful and well estab- 
l i shed .  A s  promised, C a r r o l l  presented t h e  Grayson County l e g i s l a t i v e  p e t i t i o n  f o r  t h e  es- 
tablishment of a  new county t o  a  Camnittee o,P:Propositions and Grievances i n  March 1840. The 
b i l l  was passed i n  January 1842 over the strenuous ob jec t ions  of h i s  enemy, B l a i r ,  and many 
unhappy Grayson County r e s i d e n t s  who feared  they would be forced t o  change t h e  loca t ion  of 
t h e i r  own courthouse town: " s u i t a b l e  and pub l i c  bui ld ings  were erec ted  wi th in  t h e  l a s t  few 
years  f o r  $10,000. . . a commodious courthouse of b r i ck  with wings. . . a strong b r i ck  j a i l .  

F- . . t h e  payments a r e  sca rce ly  warm i n  t h e  pockets of  t h e  contractors ."2 The l e g i s l a t i v e  a c t ,  

passed on January 17, 1842, s t a t e d  t h a t  the new county was t o  "be c a l l e d  and known by t h e  nami 
of Car ro l l .  . . i n  memory of Charles C a r r o l l  of Carrol l ton."  A t  t h a t  time he  was t h e  s o l e  
survivor o f  t h e  s igners  of t h e  Declarat ion of  Independence. John Carroll. had suggested t h e  
name, be l ieving it would a l s o  honor him, t h e  b i l l ' s  sponsor. The a c t  designated H i l l s v i l l e  
a s  t h e  courthouse town and required t h e  f i r s t  meeting of  t h e  j u s t i c e s  of t h e  peace t o  be a t  
t h e  res idence  of James S ta f fo rd  i n  Hillsville. 

The f i r s t  c o u r t  was held on June 6, 1842. The next day, "The Court doth order  t h a t  t h e  
publ ic  bui ld ings  f o r  t h e  County of Car ro1 l )be  located  on t h e  lands of John Tipton. . . t h a t  

(See Continuation Sheets #1,2) 



9. Major Bibliographical References 
Alderman, M r s .  John. "Formation of C a r r o l l  Was a Great  P o l i t i c a l  Stxuggle". Car ro l l  E, 

Hillsvi l le ,  Va. 27 Apr i l ,  1950, p. 1. 
C a r r o l l  County Minute Books. 1871-1875: Order Book I. 1842-1843. -- 
Crouch, Kenneth. "Carro l l  County Waoedy Had Bedford Connection-,," The Bedford Bul le t in-  

Democrat, 6  June 1968. (See Continuation Sheet %) .  

10. Geographical Data 
Acreage of nominated property ' Acre 

Quadrangle name H i l l s v i l l e ,  V i rg in ia  Quadrangle scale 
1: 24000 

UMT References 

Am 151213151410 j  [4(0l618161410l 
Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing 

Verbal boundary descr ipt ion and  just i f icat ion Beginning a t  a  p o i n t  on the SE corner  of VA 701 and U: 
52; thence extending about  125' NE a long S  s i d e  of 701; thence about 150'  SE; thence about 12E 

SW t o  E s i d e  of US 52; thence about  150' NW along s a i d  s i d e  t o  p o i n t  o f  o r i g i n .  
(See Continuation Sheet # 3 ) . 

L is t  a l l  s ta tes  and  count ies  for  propert ies overlapping state o r  county boundaries 

state N /A code county N/A code 

state N /A code county N/A code 

1 Form Prepared By 

nameltitle Virgin ia  H i s t o r i c  Landmarks Commission S ta f f  

organization Virgin ia  H i s t o r i c  Landmarks Commission date September 1981 

street & number 221 Governor S t r e e t  telephone (804 1 786-3144 

city or town Richmond state Virq in ia  23219 

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification 
The evaluated significance of this property within the state is: 

-national X -.state - local 

As the desianated State Historic Preservatlon Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 lPubiic Law 89- 
665). 1 here& nominate this property for inclusion In Register and certify that it has been e;aiuated 
accordina to the criteria and ~rocedures set forth bv Conservation and Recreation Service. 

I 
- - 

State Hlstoric Preservation Officer signature 

H. Bryan Mi tche l l ,  Executive 7 
title Vira in ia  H i s t o r i c  Landmarks C o m m i s s  

I G P O  938 835 
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6. REPRESENTATION I N  EXISTING SURVEYS 

( 2 )  Virg in ia  His to r i c  Landmarks Commission Survey 
1968, 1981 S t a t e  
Virgin ia  His to r i c  Landmarks Commission 
Richmond, Virgin ia  23219 

8. SIGNIFICANCE 

H i s t o r i c a l  Background 

I r a  Co l t r a in  ( s i c )  be appointed commissioner t o  r epor t  t o  t h e  next Court plans f o r  t h e  Court- 
house and j a i l  t o  be erec ted  f o r  t h i s  County, both frame and b r i ck ,  and t h e  probable c o s t  of 
each The courthouse completed i n  1842 served t h e  county u n t i l  1870 when t h e  county 
board of supervisors  c a l l e d  f o r  t h e  e rec t ion  o f  a new courthouse and j a i l .  

In  order  t o  procure t h e  appropr ia te  p lan  f o r  t h e  new bui ld ing,  a competition was held,  
and separa te  b ids  were required of each plan-submitted s t a t i n g  t h e  "lowest amount f o r  which 
t h e  bui ld ing w i l l  be erec ted  and completed, givinq t h e  Contractor t h e  present  Courthouse w i t k  
t h e  p r i v i l e g e  of  working i n t o  t h e  new bui ld ing so  much of t h e  m a t e r i a l  thereof a s  t h e  super i r  
tendent  of t h e  work may The competition was adver t i sed  "by p r i n t e d  handbi l l s  
and no t i ces  published i n  t h e  C a r r o l l  Weekly News, t h e  Wytheville Dispatch o r  t h e  South blest 
Virgin ia  I n t e r p r i s e  (s ic) ,  and some paper published a t  Abingdon, Va."' On March 17,  1871, 
t h e  board awarded t h e  c o n t r a c t  t o  I r a  B. Coltrane and d i r e c t e d  him t o  bu i ld  t h e  courthouse 
a f t e r  t h e  p lan  of Coltrane,  Mitchel l ,  Sutherland and C o l l i e r ,  a t  t h e  p r i c e  of  $9,500. 

A s  completed, t h e  C a r r o l l  County Courthouse s tands  a s  an i n t e r e s t i n g  example of  t h e  
merger of two ea r ly  19th-century courthouse p lans :  the  arcaded plan and t h e  temple-front 
plan. Both courthouse types were popular i n  t h e  Piedmont a rea ,  where bu i lde r s  of courthouses 
had learned such bu i ld ing  forms through working under Thomas Jef ferson.  Je f fe r son  used the  
temple-front p lan  f o r  Buckingham County Courthouse and popularized both t h e  temple-front plar  
and t h e  arcade a t  t h e  Universi ty o f  Virgin ia .  The Car ro l l  County board was undoubtedly 
fami l i a r  wi th  both courthouse types  and, i n  s p i t e  of moxe fashionable s t y l e s ,  used the  
arcade and por t i co  i n  t h e  design of t h e i r  new courthouse. An a t y p i c a l  f e a t u r e  f o r  a publ ic  
bui ld ing is t h e  i n t e r i o r  s t a i r  opening d i r e c t l y  t o  t h e  e x t e r i o r .  This arrangement was made 
poss ib le  by t h e  arched recesses  a s  w e l l  a s  t h e  s h e l t e r  provided by t h e  por t i co .  

i.- 
Col. I r a  B. Coltrane,  t h e  bu i lde r  of both  t h e  f i r s t  and p resen t  Car ro l l  County courthour 

had represented Car ro l l  County i n  t h e  House o f  Delegates i n  1853-54. He served i n  t h e  Senate 
of Virgin ia  f o r  two terms, 1883-1884 and 1885-87, represent ing  C a r r o l l ,  Grayson and Floyd 
counties.  While a member of t h e  General Assembly, he was instrumental  i n  t h e  development of 
t h e  Fancy Gap Turnpike and a l s o  b u i l t  t h e  bridge ac ross  L i t t l e  Reed Is land Creek, two miles 
nor th  of H i l l s v i l l e .  He was a colonel  i n  t h e  M i l i t i a  and i n  1844 married Amanda Hale, a 
daughter o f  a C a r r o l l  County pioneer. 

Af ter  t h e  courthouse had been completed and t h e  boundary l i n e s  and corners  of t h e  l o t  
had been drawn, Coltrane was ordered t o  e r e c t  a s tone  wa l l  on. t h e  ~ a i n  S t r e e t .  The f i n i s h i m  

touch was well  s u i t e d  t o  t h e  growing county s e a t ,  desc r ibed- in  a g a z e t t e e r  of 1877-78 a s  "a 
t h r i v i n g  town, and located  i n  t h e  mids t  of a f e r t i l e    alley."^ The same publ ica t ion  notes t l  

(See Continuation Sheet # 2 )  
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8. SIGNIFICANCE 

H i s t o r i c a l  Background 

growth and amenit ies  o f  t h e  county: "This county is- i n  t h e  sec t ion  o f , V i r g i n i a  ce lebra ted  
f o r  producing a f i n e  q u a l i t y  of b r i g h t  tobacco, which with wheat, , ,corn: and o a t s  form t h e  
p r i n c i p a l  products ."7 There were seven churches and p o s t -  o f f i ces !  f i v e  lawyers, t h ree  
phys ic ians ,  a d e n t i s t ,  one acadcpy, and a var:)ety of tradesmen. 

On March 1 4 ,  1912, t h e  peace of t h e  q u i e t  country se t t l emen t  was broken when t h e  court-  
house "erupted with b laz ing  revolvers  and f l y i n g  b u l l e t s ,  Several persons f e l l  t o  the  f l o o r  
dead o r  wounded, while  o t h e r s  scampered i n  t e r r o r  f o r  t h e  exits."8 This t r a g i c  event  
followed t h e  convict ion of Floyd Allen,  a deputy s h e r i f f ,  f o r  r e s i s t i n g  p o l i c e  o f f i c e r s  i n  
i n  a confronta t ion  over  t h e  a r r e s t  of h i s  nephews, Sidna and Wesley Edwards. The nephews 
had been ind ic t ed  f o r  d i s t u r b i n g  pub l i c  worship and haa escane? o u t  o f  s t a t e  before  t h e i r  
t r i a l .  When Judge Thornton Massie refused  t o  allow Allen to'con,tinue f r e e  on h i s  bond 
pending h i s  sentencing b u t  in s t ead  ordered t h e  s h e r i f f  t o  take  him i n t o  custody, Allen, 
i n  t h e  presence of an  audience packed with h i s  r e l a t i v e s ,  rose  from h i s  s e a t  and sa id ,  
" ~ ~ ~ i - 1 ~ ~ ~ ~ .  . . I -just a-go in l !n  9 Shots  rang o u t  and t h e  courtroom was r idd led  with 
b u l l e t s .  Ki l led  were t h e  judge, t h e  s h e r i f f ,  t h e  Cornonwealth's a t to rney ,  a ju ro r ,  and a 
spec ta to r .  Wounded were Floyd Allen,  t h e  c l e r k  of c o u r t ,  a juryma? and seve ra l  Spectators .  

'Itrenty o r  more indictments  were brought a g a i n s t  members of t h e  Allen family. By Sep- 
tember seven of them, inc luding Floyd, had been t r i e d  f o r  t h e  murders. Floyd Allen and h i s  
son Claude were given t h e  dea th  penal ty ,  and four  o the r s ,  including Sidna Al len ,  whose 
homestead is  on t h e  National  Regis ter  of H i s t o r i c  P laces ,  were sentenced t o  long terms i n  th  
pen i t en t i a ry .  A l l  t h e  defendants  i n s i s t e d  they were innocent 'and t h a t  no conspiracy o r  plan 
had been made. To t h i s  dav, it i s  no t  known who f i r e d  t h e  f i r s t  s h o t  o r  what a c t u a l l y  Yas 
t h e  o r i g i n  of t h e  t roub le .  

Since i t s  e r e c t i o n  between 1870-1875, t h e  courthouse has  undergone some expansion and 
i n t e r i o r  renovation.  Since t h e  Allen inc iden t  i n  1912, t h e  courthouse has  been peaceful .  

Footnotes 
t- 

' ~ e n r ~  Howe, H i s t o r i c a l  Co l l ec t ions  of Virg in ia .  (Charleston,  S. C .: ~ a b c o c k  and Co,, 

1845). pp. 215-216. 
2 ~ e g i s l a t i v e  P e t i t i o n ,  December 9, 1841, Grayson County ~ e y i s l a t i v e  P e t i t i o n s ,  1840-18421 

Virg in ia  S t a t e  Library Archives, ~ i ~ h ~ ~ ~ d ,  Va, 
3 ~ a r r o l l  County -- Order Rook I ,  pp. 9-10. 
4 ~ a r r o l l  County Minute -- Books, February 17, 1871, p.  12. 

5 ~ b i d ,  p. 11. 
% i r g i n i a  Business Directory - and Gazet teer ,  1877-1878 (Richmond: J , W .  English: 1878),  p .  42E 
71bid, p .  428. 
'M. C l i f f o r d  Harrison. "Murder i n  t h e  Courtroom." !Virginia Cavalcade, Stmnner 1967, P. 4 3 .  

(See Continuation Sheet  #3) 
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8. SIGNIFICANCE 

H i s t o r i c a l  Background 

Footnotes 

9The - C a r r o l l  E: Bicentennial  Edi t ion ,  1776-1976. H i l l s v i l l e ,  ~ i r g i n i a ,  1976, p .  14B. 

9. MAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES 

The Car ro l l  E: Bicentennial  Edi t ion  1776-1976. H i l l s v i l l e ,  Va., 1976. - 
Harrison, M .  C l i f fo rd .  "Murder i n  t h e  Courtroom." Virgin ia  Cavalcade, Summer 1967, pp.43ff 
Howe, Henry. H i s t o r i c a l  Col lec t ions  of Virgin ia .  Charleston, S. C . :  Babcock and Co., 1845. 
Payne, Edwin Chancellor.  The H i l l s v i l l e  Tragedy. Chicago: M.A. Donohue Co., 1913. 
Richmond, Va. Virgin ia  S t a t e  Library Archives. Grayson County Leg i s l a t ive  P e t i t i o n s ,  

1840-1842. 
Virgin ia  Business Directory +Gaze t t ee r r  1877-1878. Richmond: J. W. English, 1878, p .  42E 

10. GEOGRAPHICAL DATA 

Boundary J u s t i f i c a t i o n  

The nominated proper ty  f o r  t h e  C a r r o l l  County Courthouse c o n s i s t s  of t h e  l o t  on which 
t h e  courthouse bui ld ing sits and includes t h e  f r o n t  (west) grounds with a C i v i l  War memorial 
s t a t u e .  The bui ld ing is located  a t  515 Main S t r e e t  on land t h a t  was made a v a i l a b l e  t o  t h e  
county by James Wilkinson i n  1870. The nominated proper ty  c o n s i s t s  of  approximately % acre .  
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