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CiV]$A‘ Lt T . D14 Store Church, congivrcted vetween 1766 =nd 1770,

is the

site associated with Methedist worship in Vlralnld and one
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3t =he nation, Its deed, reccrded on 11 ifay 1766,

repres... . e firet acquisitiorn of property far a Methodist Church in
the T 1 Evates.

v astemblage  of  colonial  ecclesiastical architecture in

Virg consist. «f Anglizanichur st,with unly a handful
repre “‘a'Lnt'wg {uaker, bxesbzterlan, and Iutheran
congre diguesteontishment of th: angliczaon Chursh was pracaded
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s:2lton, a Methodist convert, according to a deed recorcded on 11

This dar? swecificd that the land could be used only for a
v  meetinghouse and c¢raveyard. Two other documents, one dated
tne other 1774, suggest that the first meetinghouse already had
~r 4. Bstwmen 1735 and 1799, a szcond church was constructed on

Lt criginal wcecinynouse. vhis  building, of which two
o o~tis 0 vzd its south wall extended approximately 2/ about

mnurer woas later modified with the addition of a pulpit recess
5 all.

. 1r of the church taken about 1892 depicts a two-story stone

vithin which is one stone inscribed with the date 278&. The
contairs two single door entrances, one in each corner and
Dy a  cash window., Three add;m;unul windows are secilt on the

roan i o =26y 3il:, ahile the svuth  facade had fiva window
vty 3tories. The unterior of the church was described as "bare
sruad, with the puip.i towering above the plain benches on  which
coemioes orat Ml Tios2  benthe: weve iatev r=p¢aued Ly pews to
PARPERAE | I SR LT N Trie  pulpit, the cily pax of the church
-l s L. vias contained in a racess on "\e wess sida

whecul weat excavations were conducted at the site by B. Bruce

19t ‘o find the exact placemunt of the two former
(S Jne test, ploced within the southwest quadrant of the
‘- Swoo vubble  fiiled foundations running east-wes.  side by

dpu.t. Fowell interpreted the (nanermost foundation at  the
rarneY wx the remacns of tne pre-17%s crurech and the outermost

sozaal vhev ol tiie uost-1785% church.

4_v1aeo;~u ical stlnq wocated zdditional ‘‘oundation corrers of
oo acinal structure was 47 x 31,37 wide.
ne o~~r¢d was 2' .in thickness suggesting a two

Tiv soone walwls about 1L.%0 thick. Also revealed were

3 nwept" of the post-17 '85 church, being 55.3’ long x 36.5’ wide.
Lue to whe Jest wall, 77 x 164 in size and velieved to have been

o of tha pulpat, alsc was identified. The nortn and east
»oualls ars believed to hlave been commoan (o both strouch iras.

¥ piie- tast Leenches were excervared, urcoveriny an -stimated
“ooeptl of o ha ;trb.”ildl remains of che wotingboise (Tigure 1).
verwis oot Lozt the orlginal grade durino the late 18+th century
“1ow th» rresent wvrfacg (Flgure 2). The pettern of f£ill
“pat b peetlsraouss was situarved o A nore oromivent knoll
woLEE T LAY .
PR 27 ing nea. bae surface uncovered brick pavemerc and two

=ssoc‘ated with the two separate east =gide entrances. These
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featurs. avn bellaved to date from the 1785 construcc on. They bave been
covered and ure incorporated into a medern nrick walxway which sarrounds
the mn=z - cnnase nounsaticons and forms part of th: visual intergretation

of tho - o2,

Fraziie: O S N N Ia wxpacted to yield additional
inforw- . . ccncer ing the archltecture and use of tihhe 01ld Stone Church
which otz waowzled by Powell’s 1055 test excavations.  The rear
pulpit coture wfs only mlnimally explore and no date for its
consttuv,;au was sstablished archaeologically. No chimney or fireplace
remiin . . e disacuozed. In addition, the guantity of cut nails
dlSCOvF?:? wuggests the former presence of cther dependeincies wiiiin the

meetin.t .oe yard: however, none have yet been found.

Thero =~ -  nwov 5Py grpve narkers and depressions suggyesting parials
witbin - T Uzeacre yard. cCcuriously, the piacement of tuaese interments
do nut fall iptec planned rows but rather appear tc be randemly placed.
Burials - -« found t:» the scut™. west, and north of trne meetinghouse site.
The .7 (.ly Qfpe -t 00 Ciaacés  Vely caosely to che north side of the

chuars? = = thwouon “hare 1s nose  open aval.abls space  further north
wilthain 2 yara (2holto 3. Juca open space may mark cie location of
addit. . .. structures sssociated with the Uld  Stohe Chuvch. Although

this ¢ s 7as not been investigated archaeologically, it is likely to be
of sid. f..oance fov soadies ¢n reiigious beliefs as related to aortuary
pract:o oo oso o well as landscaps use In an eccieslascical setoing.

The artiiact assemy ages recovered in the 1965 test excavations consist

prim=s.. ¢ cor - 300 muildaryg hardware end stiructural-relatea material
inciuvd.s o a0 fils, windos glass, and mortar fragments. Of siynificance 1is
the Y crence ri artitacts traditionally assoc.ated with domestic
occups T, Thig oalundes ovimwal bone, oyster «hell, a vaciety of
cerma cwsacls sengling pros porcelain Lo radwere, Wine botvie glass,
sheac. o Lok owiise Toiet, 2 yiass macble, and a Lobduco tin licd.

Curre - .,  tie old Stone Churca Archaeological 3ite occuoles a well-
groor: ) open for public visitation and protectsd Dy the Yechodist
Chure: . voe origiear doorstone sills aad the brick pathway 1z2zding to
then - REDOSET L The foundaticns uncovered daring the 1265 test

excav:.” i have boan reburied and covered with sod. They are sariounded
by a osooava miiell o wo k. Loomized site distuibance  occurred  daring  the
1920s o or suwee ot Loe renaining building stones were reaouved T build a

neasiy i Ciner  than  the 1965 test excavetions, nec turther
disturi.rees of the site :ave +taken wlice. &3 documenter by these
excav: . ., tha & L8 on oo exsellent starte of piaeservavion.

LG
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D. Tt i: s« icible nndsr Cri*erion A because of its association with the

estapli- us=nt  and developmant of the Methodist Episcopal Church in the
United 7 ot :.. Undsr Criterion D the site 1is eligible because 1t is
likely yield significant archaeological data concerning church
aschite “rott b Ewave i troonial und untebellum Virginia.
BACKGROUND

During t: & nid-18%t <entury the Virginia Piedmont experienced a rapid
influs settlers, <& both by the western movement. of the yournger sons
of Ticdr= s+ nlantzrs and the zouthern movemcnt o¢f Germans a«o’ filster

Scots .:sm Pennsylvania. Because of this dual migration into central and
western »ngllla, a social pattern of etnnic and religious diversity
emerge = - . aer Tho wastern i2rions apart from the VYidewater.

Leesbui oogan as & crossroads  settiement and stopping place ia  the
westaerr  ug ction of  Falirfax  County duariag  this carly phase of trans-

pieduii.ae aliveatab. i l:08, Leesbucy (then Ccallied Georgetown) was
chartc - ' o iric - °1v formed Loudoun County. The county became a haven
for reis ;ivus dissenters, includ.ng Quikers, New Lights, Presbkbyterians,
and Froboptists; over half of Leesburg’s first 1lot owners were
dissent¢. o . in 174% the Rever«end Charles Gireen, Rector of Truro Parish,
which .o inciuaded opoth Fairfax and Loudoun ccunties, notaqg *he large
numbe: . .llssenteis within the western reacnes of his parish, on 11
May 170, Cleclionel HMNicholas Minor, on whose property Leesburg had been
built, convzyed lowe 50 at West and Cornwall streets to Rovert Hemilton.
The - .  orzvide. unat ke che said Rovert Hamiliten, his heirs and
assiaow otioand will dispese ¢f the lot,to no other use but for a
churcii  or weetl.idg bodase and grave Yard."® (On 28 Seutember 1763 tihe deed
wWas €. i i 7 Tivared to reabers of twe Methodist Seucilety. A road
petitsw Lo Lae couney court dated 3 Septamber 1768 asked that a road be
lald . 7 ou oy 3 oo the Methodist Meeting House, thereby indicating

that a wue of woirsnip had been bullt py then.

The ¢ - "eadstone 3tili standing in the graveyacd is deted 1777. It
marks thoe tarial -y te of Wright Brickeil, oune of the first Meth~ jist book
stewz "3 - 1o hmeriva--uae forevuanner of tnc modern iethodist wvublishing

empir.. The Sistbh Americar conference of Meihodists {the first in
Virgai~i-t +af st Ve ghurel site on 19 May 1773.4 A photograpl tuken of
the . . cravfa. s T the  cenadrch  about 183 slows a two-story stone
stroc e o 0 koA Ly Tere  inscribed  “17R5, i 1803 the  church

5,3 1

building e describaed kv bardesty:

itouse of worship owned by the ¥ethodis

ot Leesbury was a snall stone cuulb“,

r10r to 1780, and for a number of years,
v place of worship in the tcwn. The
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cubhgtarn~ial g+ore Yuilding which they ncw own and
coosusy was  pbudlt in 1790, and its fourndaticns
cclose ohiose of the first church, which being
wall sl d corstrructel out of soft stone wiha taken

i cae iz iia ol the pulpit remains

in the iiterior of the building sone
1myes have taken place, but no additicn
wade enlaruing it, excepting the pulpit

In 185" "y Hidliavd, 2n early member of the congregation, dec cribed a
churci . 1iding constructed in 1802

G o7 ';.1c: Jooodation of thie OLd Chiarveh, aiul
143k Covers wae wiole of the olild  foudation.
JU1s e tavyer puiidaing than the old vne, and {1

Sodowmpe 3 trome S vaniss bheen at meegwnb imn  Lne
LA oen oh before 3 was puiaeqa down.

One .. .. @ poosetion  for  kne  incoasistency  in the date of
constru: rur feir lhe second church is tnat the enlarging of the brick
pulpit » cess thet formerly stood on the western side of the church may
have ovred  abloit 15062, making Hilliard believe that it represented a
new Lii. c...  adeo, dillzard was stiil oa eniid in 1302 and ia .$51 was
reiyir-i <. L.es  weaovy  of  events  that had taken place half a century
earlie: .

In tlh itoer and duwvisive natioral argui:ntc ovaec the issue of
slaver: g datled by the division  that occurrz2d within  the
Met? I Thiure o 1o44d, et 8 gencral conference of the
Metho 1. frpneoos s Chusch «n Bew York Tity, the delegates from  the
slavet v ¢ i <t o . secedsd frcm the wain hody and formed the Methodist
Episcup . o areir foaty., EBach  eroup  agreed poc to raid the other’s
congre-§ . itons, 'rose  churches 1in Virgania that continued 1n  che
Method: . “oiscowal Zoaurch remalned a part of the Baltimore <Conference,
while .. ¢ thau j2inad the Methodist €piscopal <imirch Scath L :ine part
of th. saceia o favence,  Tne 0id 3ctone Uiurch  congregation  remained
with ¢ Mathodist Episcopal Cnurch and the Baltimore Conferencs.

Short - 72y Vv ocopferance, knwever, somne of the ¢©ld4 Stone
Churc ac et Lo Ehe cuidregation  and

haered  to the dethodist
Eplbv¢4“ S cen.  In Oovooder 1845  thay filed ¢ suic in  the
Supe i A Taa st Urincary we o othta'n custody of thae oid church.
The « - NESTETE rancorary ruiing  that, untii  the . ssue ceuld be
sett. - TR L G19F mMuUst wne the bujld diny slhernately, and agppointed
trust-2. ©., cavy, _.b ibs owdzr. During  Ls corirq ges:-ion in 1852,
howaver -7 court banded dowr a final decree awarding sole usse of the
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church € avdist Episcopal Church congregaticn because it had
originn? =7 {he gtrnture. The old trustees resigned, new onhes
were .- “te accurt continued the alternatese use scheme until 1
Septeasl=. a5 TLorably  to alleow the seceding members enousth time to
find »t+- - uarter ..’

By 5 - r 7 ¢ 2 new church had been built,cn Market Street for the
neicbe. : oo A, oodlet Eplscopal Church South., The members of the
Method. . I oasncog:y dhnurch continued to worship in tiie 0ld Stone Church.

Wersn: v oL ires waere net alwavs the staid occasions that old phictegraphs

: ; Toeoot Tead onmo teo suppesa. Ia 1647 Lhe Seuers ;ssembly
of Vii . | raceivix a petition from various churchgoing inhakitants of
Loudour “ouiaiy conp-aining aboutr disturbances created during their church
sersiic-

Y Av. T era trading  in Cldaf, Bear, akr'

+
Cead o, N . S lony LS
e e pe2dal phdoes Ol

4 e
o pravent the sa 1e oL uLdAHt mpirits
4

- _ for  wowship, foirr it is secreriy
N WRE tha caovaer of those othelr articles
- 1

Despixf e ed o0 e cliarchyoers LuL a4 1av against SUCii prac...es, the
Generd sogarhly cwadeatly  decided in favor of free tradse by rejecting
the p-

Aftey a2 membershin in the old churcr declined. #:-cund the
turn < &oiack cougredgation of Hethodizts sought to use the
churc: Cl ted mgaimat the whita: criastees of the 0ld church in
chances  « 2% o0 Turch a4 sa2) i the wroperty. Althooegh  the court
igsnse Solim RERTE T SO Ll Zavor or 24 Ouotoaher 1902 and ordered
the ¢t STy e o seld, itowss with tae following provizo: "ihat there
shall @ . = eveviud thLeihldﬂY puaillding to ve usec by cuiored people as
a plaz: saniie gorship,es The property soon was sold and th2 church
was R ‘cyn., T proceeds from the sale. inclwdinqqsa!vagei 2uillding
mates u. 5 Gl ded betlween tile Two congregasioas,

The
Churc:.
SOOI Gt PN
Initi. ., :
Angil : b
consto

by . S
Churc:i PR i Toid
ent l t.‘::/' RER R ¢

construction and exwéension of the 01d Stone
Ly through tha 19tk zentur mirvrors  the
vt the develr ameznt ¥ HMethesiza i America.
saform movemaest  @woLhuin the  established
# nade ¢f lay preacizers, &nd chagjels were
price was stil o wlacl o Clevgymer ordained

A L85 mns 1790 Lou Amoiian delaodist
i, estacicsoong Tle Thure: as 2 s2parate
< of England.

N

1}
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Ztiroimo v ohysical manifestation of this process of
Lishment »f a new religious movement. At first a
ruilt, expressing a desire for reform but lacking

any cniing tic¢al adornment thet would represent a challenge to

sty Nt A A ARAChDL Y. hs  tue movenrsnt  became formally
senz> .U R S *rglican  Church, a new meetinghcuse wzs constructed
that ¢::ec.ed the =Tianlishment of the nev falithh. “ve church structure,
howeve rerained humb:la in outward appeatrir e, lacking spires,

ornamer.. 1 windows, end centra’ entrance. by the fivst quarter of the
19th e v, the ¢aurch structure was enlarged in response to the growth

of the rogatici, and a pulpit and churchi pews were anded =g the
congre: n becare more permanent. Supa"ate entrances for men and
women, ! swoever, were still maintained. The division of the congregation

that ¢ . e ln oo op L3005 was e precursors of the wore sarious division
thzt ~ .. o g che: vurn of the next century--a split between the
white e . L l.ck racss that cesuited in the chursh’'s Jdestraction.

esPin.. i ahapoy hil cy of the ¢.d@ Scowwe Church, 1ts first
Yeo: .3 e ok wne ;or the establishrent of Methodisi in the

Unite. ..al.xz g zhiaceh mLatorian pointad cut,

YT war. {na. the first deeded property wes

Jurchasadl by tae “¢Lh0d¢sts. here the sixih
Americin  Conference  (the first in Vircginia) was
neid i May 18, 1/78:; here Captain Wrigac
2rickes . ome of the <ight originul Bouok Stewar.ds
o7 h dbed  and  wes  buried; and it was o
Loz vhat  the first native-born Methods it
LOCal tooeeler, Richard Owings, cane. leve e
c T Gozckher 3, 1786 qjard was buri=d in the

Tld 87 ey Chuosh Cenastary.

Archaes ayicsl  Leseapch  on  esclesiastica: sitne  in Virginia has been
extrer~ v Yimited. par+ticularly in terms c¢f Jdefining through wmaterial

culti s wi arcniiocbioogl renelins discinclions existing between different
religiz> = <ownounic o8 and now such distinorions chaige over  time. Key
areasr . parkbicriar significance for sugpiemen:,o existing historical

researc: {ciade ﬁfChﬂUDlOgl“i? investigaciocnz o©a  church architecture,
eccla * 7w ioal vis o of b 1,u cultural iifeways :=z retfizcted at church

sites EASAMTURER o ARCtIE I REeH (X0 e of skelet=l nateciel fror well-defined
relig o @ <¢sman. v os fou v*udi:s in physicai enchrczology.

Arche o g o Cown egmsvaliions have condairwaed Lo : of intact
buris« "t s, she 2*3Lang o the construtiion of tha firsh meet\nghcuse
betwe ~- . ard 100, -r¢ meetinghouse, bailt in 1785, and its
subse ¢+ AT expassnon in 1803, Such testing, wii'2 cleagiy documenLlnq
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the =i~ = »raeaver neotsntial, has been limits:d to orly a mrinor portion

of su o o f0u7:1 lon remains. Further archanological research is
expec. = ¢ Jvaeal viditional architectural eviderce on the evolution of

this ecc reoiaztical structur- ovar mere than a century of use,

Eaha=n-—~ v+
COtla o oL,

b’z significance further is the excellent state of
h&ig ‘nal lot on which ©0ld Stcne hurch Archaeological

Site ic urther archaeolegical evanineatirn of lccatiors  with
open =i @, centaining the remains of adéitional structures, and
graves . ox tuentified church foundatiors should prove valuable
for -~* . - Lereinat Loaza of landoigape witioos a develop'.»u Town.
Both .. uct d a .ual data glsaned firom more irtensive
excavatl ot & re sit 3o should provide additicnal insight into the
lifeis A K N R -5 dissenter cicu» and chaages cccuring
over . : T pacticu iguificaince is  tie use of such data for
compaic - v. Suddlos wath religious womwmunic’es 11 this region
durin- = 2 I2uh oand seh ganticias,

Firiuy . T naas.ogical excavavtions ©i¢  extasi. graves are
plann., ooy &evlrznu‘ess are a aiqnx”ACdnu ar whdeo“qlca¢ resource
posse..s. g s es2areh potential.  dxcavaticns slisewher=  in Virginia from

o jaed

compai el =1¢rs have shown thas tne sraves at the 0.4 Stone Church
Site wi.: Ll ars osonaced 3!

sufii .« o v wg‘i DCSBEITVa:
and b uq\,ct Jdata JSor studs
paieci'+ v Doy,

llJ

taietons and funelrary st-ms are likely to be
1 o provide siyguailica comparacive caltural
3 0a mertuary  pracu

\L/

23, aemograpiiy, and
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