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See instructions in How to Complete National Register Forms 
Type all entries-complete applicable sections . Hame 
historic OCCOQUAN HISTORIC DISTRICT (VHLC F i l e  11272-12) 

and or common N/A 

Variousstreet 8 number not for pubiication 

citv. town 
Occoquan N I A  -vicinitv of 

state Virgin ia  code 51 county Pr ince  William code 153 

3. C!assificatiari J. 

- ~ ~p~p 

Category Ownership Status Present Use 
2L district -public x occupied -agriculture +museum 
-building(s) -private -unoccupied x commercial -park 
-structure -X both -work in progress -educational private residence 
-site Public Acquisit ion Accessible -entertainment L religious 
-object -in process 2L yes: restricted X government -scientific 

-being considered -_ yes: unrestricted -industrial -transportation 
N/ A -no -military -other: 

4. Owner of P r o ~ e r t v  
name Mult ip le  

street 8 number N/A 

city, town N/A N/A- vicinity of state N/A 

5. Location of kegall Description 

courthouse, reaistrv of deeds, etc. Pr ince  William County Courthouse 

street & number N/A 

city, town 
Manassas Vi rg in i a  22110

state 

6. Bepresentation in Existing SU~VBYS (see cont inuat ion  Sheet i/(2) 

(1) Virgin ia  H i s t o r i c  Landmarks Commission 
title Survey ( F i l e  #272-12) has this property been determined eligible? -yes .xno 

date 1982 - -federal slate -county -local-
depository fpr survey records Virgin ia  H i s t o r i c  Landmarks Comiss ion ,  221 Governor S t r e e t  

-

'
city, town Richmond , Virg in ia  23219 



7. Description 

Condition Check one Check one 
-excellent -deteriorated -unaltered &original site 
A good -ruins altered -moved date __NlA 
-tair unexposed 

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance 

SUMMARY DESCRIPTION 

The Occoquan H i s t o r i c  D i s t r i c t  i s  comprised of s i x t y  s t r u c t u r e s  s i t u a t e d  on t h e  
north bank of t h e  Occoquan River.  The bu i ld ings  a r e  predominantly frame, two-story, 
r e s i d e n t i a l  s t r u c t u r e s  although t h e  e a r l i e s t  examples a r e  cons t ruc ted  of s tone  o r  b r i ck .  
Most of t h e  r e s i d e n t i a l  bu i ld ings  d a t e  t o  t h e  l a t e  19th century  and a r e  v a r i a t i o n s  of 
t h e  bu i lde r  vernacular  type,  many cha rac te r i zed  by German s id ing  and decora t ive  porches. 
During r ecen t  yea r s  many of these  bu i ld ings  have been converted t o  s p e c i a l t y  shops. The 
major commercial s t r u c t u r e s  d a t e  t o  t h e  e a r l y  20th century and l i n e  M i l l  S t r e e t .  Occoquan's 
c lose  proximity t o  Washington DC and i ts  suburbs, i ts  convenient access  t o  I n t e r s t a t e  
95, and i t s  p ic turesque  s e t t i n g  on t h e  r i v e r ,  have converted t h e  e a r l y  m i l l i n g  to& t o  
a  b u s t l i n g  t o u r i s t  cen te r .  

ARCHITECTLIRAL ANALYSIS 

9

Geographically,  Occ~quan i s  bounded t o  the  south by t h e  Occoquan River and t o  the  

no r th  by wooded b l u f f s .  The s t r e e t s  a r e  l a i d  out  i n  a  simple g r i d  p a t t e r n  t h a t  s t r e t c h e s  
up a s l i g h t  s loping  h i l l  t o  t h e  nor th .  Five major s t r e e t s ,  M i l l ,  Union, Commerce, Washing- 
ton, and E l l i c o t t  along with s i x t y  s t r u c t u r e s  comprise t h e  d i s t r i c t .  

J 

The p o t e n t i a l  va lue  of t h e  s i t e  on a  r i v e r  t h a t  opens i n t o  t h e  Potomac was recognized 
a s  e a r l y  a s  1755 by John 'Alllendincwho hoped t o  e s t a b l i s h  fo rges ,  m i l l s ,  s t o r e s ,  and 
dwellings on t h e  s i t e .  As e a r l y  a s  1804 Occoquan achieved t h e  s t a t u s  of an o f f i c i a l  
town. A map which su rv ives  from t h a t  d a t e  i l l u s t r a t e s  a s t r e e t  p a t t e r n  nea r ly  i d e n t i c a l  
t o  t h e  present  l ayou t .  Over t h i r t y  s t r u c t u r e s  a r e  noted on t h e  map inc luding  a  m i l l  
and cooper shop. Few bu i ld ings  cons t ruc ted  during t h e  town's se t t lement  yea r s  s t and  
today. The most no tab le  surv ivor  i s  Rockledge cons t ruc ted  by na l l end ine in  1760. The 
e legant  Georgian two-story, s tone  house with e l a b o r a t e  woodwork r i s e s  from a h i l l  over-
looking M i l l  S t r e e t  and t h e  r i v e r .  Damaged by f i r e  i n  1980, only t h e  e x t e r i o r  wa l l s  
remain i n t a c t .  The most widely recognized s t r u c t u r e  i n  Occoquan was a  f l o u r  m i l l  owned 
by Nathaniel  E l l i c o t .  I l l u s t r a t e d  i n  Ol iver  Evans'The Young Mill-Wright and M i l l e r ' s  
Guide, t h e  bu i ld ing  was destroyed i n  1924. However, t h e  M i l l e r ' s  house o r  M i l l  Museum 
s t i l l  s t ands  on M i l l  S t r e e t  immediately southeas t  of t h e  m i l l  s i t e .  The small ,  one-
s to ry ,  s tone  and b r i c k  s t r u c t u r e  above a  r a i s e d  basement covered by a  gable roof was 
e rec t ed  i n  t h e  l a t e  18th century  o r  e a r l y  19th century.  The house i s  p resen t ly  occupied 
by H i s t o r i c  Occoquan, Inc . ,  which uses  t h e  bu i ld ing  f o r  e x h i b i t i o n  space. 

Occoquan continued t o  f l o u r i s h  throughout t h e  19th century.  Both commercial and 

r e s i d e n t i a l  s t r u c t u r e s  remain from t h e  mid-19th century.  The ca. 1830 Hammill Hotel ,  

loca ted  i n  t h e  c e n t e r  of t h e  d i s t r i c t  a t  t h e  i n t e r s e c t i o n  of Commerce and Union s t r e e t s ,  

is a square,  three-s tory  bu i ld ing  cons t ruc ted  of f ive-course American bond b r i c k  beneath 

a hipped roo f .  Another mid-19th-century bu i ld ing  i s  t h e  Back Stage Dance Suppl ies  S tore  

a t  205 Union S t r e e t .  The main block of t h e  bu i ld ing  d a t e s  t o  ca.  1850 and was b u i l t  

a s  a  Quo-story, frame res idence  sheathed i n  German s id ing  surmounted by a gable  roo f .  


Evidence of Occoquan's continued p rospe r i ty  during t h e  l a t e  19th century su rv ives  

i n  the  l a r g e  number of res idences  t h a t  l i n e  Commerce and Union s t r e e t s .  Constructed 

pr imar i ly  i n  t h e  b u i l d e r  vernacular  t r a d i t i o n ,  t h e  frame, two-story bu i ld ings  f r equen t ly  

d isp lay  Getman s i d i n g  and decora t ive  porches. Buildings i n  the  200 through 300 blocks 


\ 

(See Continuat ion Sheet ill) 



8. Significance 

Period Areas of Significance--Check and justify below 
-prehistoric archeology-prehistoric .- community planning . landscape architecture^-_ religion 
- 1400-1499 archeology-historic .._conservation -- law -- science 
-1500-1 599 - agriculture ._-economics literature _ sculpture 
-1600-1699 X architecture education 3- military -- sociali 

x- 1700-1799 .-.-art _ engineering ---music humanitarian 

X- 1800-1 899 X commerce explorationisettlemenl - philosophy -theater 

g.1900- communications X .industry -. politics;government -transportation 


y +  invention -other (specify) 


Specific dates  NLA Builder!Architect 
~. _ ._-... - _  N1.L _ -

Statement of Significance ( in one paragraph) 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

The s i t e  of a tobacco warehouse a s  e a r l y  a s  1736, t h e  p resen t  town of Occoquan i n  
Pr ince  William County a rose  i n  t h e  l a t e  co lon ia l  per iod  a s  t h e  focus  of t h e  commercial 
and manufacturing a c t i v i t i e s  of John Ballendine,  who e rec t ed  an i r o n  furnace,  fo rge ,  
and two sawmills a t  t h e  f a l l s  of t h e  Occoquan River  p r i o r  t o  1759. The se t t lement  a t  
Bal lendine ' s  "Occoquan Works" emerged a f t e r  t h e  Revolution a s  a  prosperous f l o u r  manu-
fac tu r ing  cen te r ,  which boasted one of t h e  f i r s t  g r i s t  m i l l s  i n  t h e  na t ion  t o  employ 
the  labor-saving invent ions  of Ol iver  Evans. While t h e  s i l t i n g  of t h e  r i v e r  gradual ly  
reduced Occoquan's s t a t u r e  a s  a  major Northern Vi rg in i a  shipping p o i n t ,  t h e  town continued 
t o  t h r i v e  a s  a  cen te r  of commerce and indus t ry  i W o  t h e  1921s. The d i s t r i c t  conta ins  
a  v i s u a l l y  i n t e r e s t i n g  c o l l e c t i o n  of mostly vernacular  r e s i d e n t i a l  and commercial s t r u c t u r e s  
da t ing  from t h e  l a t e  19th and e a r l y  20th century,  preserv ing  a  p o r t  v i l l a g e  image of 
t h a t  period. Although most of the  o l d e r  bu i ld ings  have succumbed t o  t h e  ravages of f i r e  
and f lood,  t h e  few ind iv idua l  su rv ivor s  from t h e  antebellum per iod  o r  before  inc lude  
th ree  major landmarks: Rockledge, an e legant  Georgian house with e l a b o r a t e  woodwork 
erec ted  by John Ballendine i n  ca. 1760; t h e  M i l l  House, a l a t e  18th-century t o  e a r l y  
19th-century dwelling a s soc ia t ed  with t h e  n a t i o n a l l y  known Occoquan Flour M i l l ;  and t h e  
Hammill Hotel ,  b u i l t  ca.  1830, which served a s  t h e  headquar te rs  of General Wade Hampton 
during t h e  C i v i l  War. A n a t u r a l  s topping p lace  and c ross ing  po in t  f o r  t r a v e l e r s  moving 
nor th  o r  south between Richmond and t h e  n a t i o n ' s  c a p i t a l  s i n c e  t h e  e a r l y  19th century,  
Occoquan with i ts  marine f a c i l i t i e s  and r e s to red  waters ide  shops and r e s t a u r a n t s  remains 
an important t r a v e l  d e s t i n a t i o n  f o r  Washington a r e a  t o u r i s t s .  

HISTORICAL BACKGROUND 

The h i s t o r y  of t h e  town of Occoquan, which means " a t  t h e  end of t h e  water," began 
with t h e  establ ishment  of a tobacco warehouse i n  1734 on t h e  no r th  shore of t h e  Occoquan 
River and t h e  e r e c t i o n  of another  tobacco warehouse near  t h e  s i t e  of the  p resen t  town 
on the  south bank two yea r s  l a t e r .  Throughout t h e  second q u a r t e r  of t h e  18th century,  
p e t i t i o n s  f o r  t h e  establ ishment  of a town a t  t h i s  s i t e  went unheeded due t o  p o l i t i c a l  
pressure  from o t h e r  p a r t s  of Pr ince  William County, and i t  was not  u n t i l  1755 t h a t  John 
Ballendine purchased t h e  two tobacco warehouses and 230 a c r e s  of land  from Valent ine 
Peyton with t h e  i n t e n t  t o  b u i l d  " c e r t a i n  forges ,  water g r i s t  m i l l s ,  b o l t i n g  mills, bake 
houses, saw m i l l s ,  s t o r e s  houses and dwellings."' Bal lendine recognized t h e  s i t e ' s  s t r a -
t e g i c  l o c a t i o n  a t  t h e  head of a waterway navigable t o  t h e  Potomac with a  ready source 
of water power and t h u s  i t s  p o t e n t i a l  a s  a  prosperous commercial and manufacturing cen te r .  
BY 1759, Archdeacon Burn by v i s i t e d  t h e  "Occoquan Works" and described the  i r o n  furnace,  9forge ,  and two sawmills. It was during Bal lendine ' s  tenure  a t  Occoquan t h a t  he  b u i l t  
Rockledge (National  Reg i s t e r  1973, damage by f i r e  1980), a handsome stone mansion which 
overlooked h i s  m i l l i n g  opera t ions  and which i s  a t t r i b u t e d  t o  William Buckland. I t  is 
l i k e l y  t h a t  t h e  s tone  m i l l e r ' s  house (now t h e  Occoquan Museum) d a t e s  from t h i s  period.  
Af ter  a  d cade of p rospe r i ty ,  Bal lendine f e l l  on bad t imes and was forced t o  s e l l  h i s  7
Occoquan works t o  John Semple of Charles  County, Maryland i n  1765. Semple soon abandoned 

\ 
(See Continuat ion Sheet #8) 
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Acts of the  Assembly (1836-1837). Chapter 290, p. 244. 
Chataigne, J . ,  compiler.  Alexandria Ci ty  Direc tory .  Washington, DC: J. Chataigne, 1887-

1888. 
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0 . Geoguaphica8 Data 
Acreage of nominated property 13.25- a c r e s  

Quadrangle name Occoquan~V a - Quadrangle scale 1: 24000 

UTM References 
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Verbal boundary descr ipt ion and just i f icat ion Beginning a t  a po in t  a t  Occoquan River wall  approximate 
340' due W of VA 123 br idge;  thence extending approximately 220' SSW t o  S s i d e  of M i l l  

S t . ;  thence approximately 200' SE along sa id  s i d e  t o  W s i d e  of creek;  thence approximately 

280' SW along s a i d  s i d e  t o  N s i d e  of Commerce S t . ;  thence approximately 150' NW along 


f- (SFFEntinuaFio-ee t // 1List  a l l  s tates and count ies tor  propert ies overlapping state or county boundaries 

state N / A  code county 
.-
N/ A code 

state N / A  code county N / A  code 

1 1 Form Prepared By 
name,title Virg in ia  H i s t o r i c  Landmarks Commission S t a f f  

organizationVirgin ia  H i s t o r i c  Landmarks Commission date August 1983 

street & number 221 Governor S t r e e t  telephone (804) 786-3144 

citv or town Richmond state Virgin ia  23219 

4 2. State Historic P~eservatisnOfficer Certification 
The evaluated significance of this property within the state is: 

- -national X. state -local -
AS the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89-
665), 1 hereby nominate this property for inclusion in the Na onal Register and certify that it has been evaluated 
according to the criteria and procedures set forth by the &logal Park Service. 

a 

State Historic Preservation Officer signature 
H. Bryan Mitchel l ,  Executive Di rec to r  - .-

title Virgin ia  H i s t o r i c  Landmarks Commission date 161983~ U G  
For NPS useonly 

Ihereby certify that this property is Included in the National Reglster 

date 

Keeper of the National ~ e g i s G  
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6.  REPRESENTATION I N  EXISTING SURVEYS 

(2) H i s t o r i c  American Buildings Survey (HABS) , HABSI 

1959 Federal  

L ibrary  of Congress 

Washington, DC 


7. DESCRIPTION--Architectural Analysis  

of Commerce S t r e e t  a r e  examples of t h i s  type. Typical  of these  houses i s  202 Comnerce 
S t r e e t ,  a frame. two-story, five-bay bu i ld ing  wi th  a  gable  roo f ,  t h e  facade decorated 
by a porch cons i s t ing  of s t y l i z e d  Doric columns and a sawncut ba lus t r ade .  Dating t o  
t h e  same per iod  is 306 Commerce S t r e e t ,  a frame, two-story, three-bay house with a shed 
roof f ron ted  by a porch supported on chamfered p o s t s  wi th  s c r o l l  brackets  connected by 
a sawnwork ba lus t r ade .  A non-res ident ia l  b u i l d i e  cons t ruc ted  a t  t h i s  time i s  t h e  Crescent 
Lodge 113 loca ted  a t  308 Commerce S t r e e t .  B u i l t  i n  1889, the  massive, two-story, three-
bay bu i ld ing  i s  o r i en ted  with i t s  gable end f ac ing  t h e  s t r e e t .  A v a r i e t y  of simple un- 
ornamented bu i ld ings  a l s o  e x i s t  i n  t h e  d i s t r i c t  inc luding  209 Commerce S t r e e t ,  a  two-
s t o r y ,  frame house covered i n  German s id ing  beneath a  gable  roof ,  and 304 Commerce S t r e e t ,  
another  two-story, three-bay bui ld ing  sheathed i n  weatherboards. 

F i r e  swept down M i l l  S t r e e t  i n  1916 des t roying  many of t h e  town's major commercial 
s t r u c t u r e s .  However, a few r e s i d e n t i a l  s t r u c t u r e s  which da te  t o  t h e  l a t e  19th century 
s t i l l  s tand  a t  t h e  west end of t h e  s t r e e t  and have now been converted t o  shops. Among 
these  i s  406 M i l l  S t r e e t ,  a two-story, five-bay bu i ld ing  with a porch cons i s t ing  of turned 
p o s t s  and a  decora t ive  sawncut ba lus t rade .  Most of t h e  commercial bu i ld ings  on t h e  s t r e e t  
a r e  simple commercial vernacular  s t r u c t u r e s  b u i l t  a f t e r  t h e  f i r e .  

The d i s t r i c t  con ta ins  few pub l i c  bui ld ings .  Two churches both da t ing  t o  t h e  20th 
century a r e  loca ted  wi th in  t h e  boundaries.  The Ebenezer Church b u i l t  i n  1924 s t ands  
on Washington S t r e e t  while  t h e  Methodist congregation cons t ruc ted  t h e i r  church a t  314 
M i l l  S t r e e t  i n  1926. The simple one-story b r i c k  bu i ld ing  i s  embellished with a wide 
overhanging roof supported by s t r u t  brackets .  

Thus, each major per iod  of Occoquan's h i s t o r y  is represented  i n  i ts  bui ld ings .  Well-
kept ,  shaded yards surround many of t h e  r e s i d e n t i a l  s t r u c t u r e s  on Washington, Commerce, 
and E l l i c o t  s t r e e t s ;  while the  shops and c o m e r c i a l  bu i ld ings  on M i l l  S t r e e t  a r e  t i g h t l y  
k n i t  and open d i r e c t l y  onto t h e  paved s t r e e t s .  The lawns and decora t ive  d e t a i l s  of t h e  
r e s i d e n t i a l  s t r u c t u r e s ,  i n  con t ra s t  with t h e  dens i ty  of t h e  commercial core ,  c r e a t e  a 
u n i f i e d  y e t  va r i ed  combination of bu i ld ings  and bu i ld ing  types wi th in  t h e  d i s t r i c t .  

(SEE CONTINUATION SHEET 112 FOR INVENTORY OF OCCOQUAN HISTORIC DISTRICT) 
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7. DESCRIPTION--Inventory (arranged a l p h a b e t i c a l l y  by t h e  name of t h e  s t r e e t )  

The fo l lowing i s  a l i s t i n g  of t h e  s i x t y  s t r u c t u r e s  l o c a t e d  w i t h i n t h e  Occoquan H i s t o r i c  
D i s t r i c t .  Of t h e s e  s t r u c t u r e s ,  seven a r e  noncont r ibut ing  t o  t h e  d i s t r i c t ,  a s  they do 
not  conform t o  t h e  r e s t  of t h e  d i s t r i c t  i n  s t y l e ,  s c a l e ,  o r  m a t e r i a l s .  Noncontr ibut ing 
s t r u c t u r e s  a r e  i n d i c a t e d  by a s t e r i s k s .  

COXMERCE STREET 

200 Block 

202 (Miss Mamie's House): wood frame (weatherboard); 2 s t o r i e s ;  g a b l e  roof 2-1tL- if2- p 1 (composi t ion);  5  bays; 1-story,  4-bay porch wi th  s t y l i z e d  Doric  p o s t s  and s c r o l l e d  
b a l u s t r a d e .  Detached house. B u i l d e r ' s  vernacular .  Ca. l a t e  19th  century .  

271-- 172- O'L 	 204: wood frame (weatherboard);  2  s t o r q e s ;  gable  roof (composi:ion); 1-story,  
3-bay porch,  screened.  Detached house. B u i l d e r ' s  ve rnacu la r .  Mid- t o  l a t e  
19th  cen tu ry .  

272-12 -cii 	 205: b r i c k  (5-course American bond) ; 2% s t o r i e s ;  hipped (meta l  s h e e t s )  ; 1 
hipped dormer; 2  bays; 1-story,  2-bay porch with squat  Uor ic  columns on b r i ck  
p i e r s ,  screened (composition r o o f ) .  Detached house. American &square.  Ca. 1920. 

206: wood frame ( s h i n g l e ) ;  2  s t o r i e s ;  gab le  roof (composi t ion) ;  3  bays;  I - s tory ,
27'2-12-'~t 	4-bay porch with west end enclosed  (screened) . Detached house. Vernacular .  


La te  19 th  century .  


4. -7 -12-c< 	 207: vacant  l o t .  

208: wood frame (new beaded weatherboard);  2  s t o r i e s  on r a s e d  basement; gable
ZK-lfL-o@roof (composition) ; 1-story,  3-bay porch ( r o o f l e s s )  . Detached house. Federa l .  

Mid-19th century .  

212-17-C7 	209: wood frame (weatherboard) ; 2 s t o r i e s ;  gable  roof (composi t ion)  ; I bays. 
Detached house. B u i l d e r ' s  ve rnacu la r .  Mid- t o  l a t e  19th  cen tu ry .  

.272-lz-s&210: vacant  l o t  ( foundat ion  of former house; r e t a i n i n g  w a l l )  

300 Block 

301: (Whis t l e r ' s  Mother, Dream House Minia tures) :  wood frame ( s h i n g l e ) ;  
L .  6 L'7' I q - * "  	 2  s t o r i e s ;  gable  roof (composi t ion);  3  bays;  1-story,  3-bay porch wi th  square 

pane l l ed  p o s t s  connected by b a l u s t r a d e .  Detached house. Used a s  commercial 
( s t o r e ) .  B u i l d e r ' s  ve rnacu la r .  La te  19th cen tu ry .  

272-13-Ic' 	 302: b r i c k  ( s t r e t c h e r  bond);  2 s t o r i e s ;  gable  and pa rape t  roof wi th  5-V metal ;  

4 bays; 1-s tory ,  4-bay porch wi th  t h i n  square  p o s t s ,  h i p  l ean - to  r o o f .  Detached 

duplex. B u i l d e r ' s  ve rnacu la r .  Ea r ly  20th cen tu ry .  


(See Cont inuat ion  Sheet  4 3  ) 
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7 .  DESCRIPTION--Inventory (continued) 

COmfERCE STREET (continued) 

300 Block (continued) 

303: (Ci rca  Vintage Clo th ing) :  wood frame (aluminum s id ing )  ; 2 s t o r i e s ;  
-17- I I gab le  roof (p res sed  t i n )  ; 5 bays. Commercial ( s t o r e ) .  B u i l d e r ' s  ve rnacu la r .  

La te  19th  cen tu ry .  

277-[2-1'2 	 304: wood frame (weatherboard);  2 s t o r i e s ;  gab le  roof (pressed  t i n ) ;  3 bays.  

Detached house. B u i l d e r ' s  vernacular .  La te  19th  century .  


" 
.),-I2~ [ 2 - ) 7 	305: (The Spinnaker) :  wood frame ( s h i n g l e ,  board and b a t t e n ) ;  1 s t o r y ;  gable  

roof (composi t ion);  3 bays.  Commercial ( s t o r e ) .  B u i l d e r ' s  contemporary. 
Ca. 1950s. 9 

3q~,l?,-lq 
306: wood frame (aluminum); 2 s t o r i e s ;  shed roof ( s t and ing  seam meta l ) ;  3 
bays; 1-story,  3-bay porch wi th  chamfered p o s t s ,  s c r o l l  sawn b a l u s t e r s ,  decorativp 
corner  b r a c k e t s .  Detached house. B u i l d e r ' s  ve rnacu la r .  La te  19th  cen tu ry .  

~ ~ - ? , - \ ~  	307: wood frame (weatherboard);  1 s t o r y ;  g a b l e  roof (composi t ion);  5 bays.- IS: 
Commercial ( s t o r e ) .  Cot tage  Shop. Ca. 1950s-60s. 

,'IF 	 308: (Crescent  Lodge #3) : wood frame (weatherboard) ; 2% s t o r i e s ;  gable  roo f .  
3 bays; 1-story,  3-bay porch with modified Dor ic  columns, square b a l u s t e r  r a i l  
Detached house. B u i l d e r ' s  vernacular .  Ca. 1889. 

,-fJ 3- I?" "'7 	309: wood frame (aluminum s i d i n g ) ;  2 s t o r i e s ;  gab le  roof (composi t ion);  1 

shed dormer (ex tending  a c r o s s  f acade ) ;  3 bays;  1-story,  1-bay porch wi th  shed 

roof over  w e s t  bay. Detached house. Co lon ia l  Reviva l .  Ca. 1940s. 


A - 18 
310: wood frame (weatherboard);  1% s t o r i e s ;  i n t e r s e c t i n g  gable  roof (pressed  
t i n ) ;  7 bays;  1-story,  4-bay porch l ean - to  wi th  square  p o s t s  and b a l u s t e r s .  
Detached house. Commercial ( s t o r e ) .  B u i l d e r ' s  ve rnacu la r .  Ca. 1900. 

312: wood frame (aluminum s i d i n g ) ;  2 s t o r i e s ;  gable  roof (pressed  t i n ) ;  5 
bays; 1-story,  4-bay porch with modified Dor ic  columns, square  r a i l  b a l u s t e r .  
Detached house. B u i l d e r ' s  vernacular .  La te  19th  century .  

EI.LICOTT STREET 

3200 Block 

3204: 	 wood frame (weatherboard);  1 s t o r y ;  gab le  roof (composi t ion);  3 bays; 
I 	 1-story,  1-bay porch wi th  screened,  t ape red  p o s t s  w i th  s tone tex  p i e r s .  Detached 

house. Bungalow. Ca. 1920s. 

I (See Con t inua t ion  Sheet  i/ 4 ) 
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7 .  DESCRIPTION--Inventory (continued) 

MILL STREET 

200 Blcok 

272 - 1% -2 Boat l o t  (no r th  s i d e  of s t r e e t )  . 
21%-12-2.1*Game Room (conc re t e  block and b r i c k ) ;  (North);  f l a t  roof ( t a r ) ;  4  bays. Com-

merc ia l  ( s t o r e ) .  Noncontr ibut ing s t r u c t u r e .  Ca. 1960s. 

272-12 - 2 " 3 2 0 2 :  (U.S. Pos t  Off ice)  : b r i c k  ( s t r e t c h e r  bond) ; gable  roof (composi t ion)  ; 
1 s t o r y ;  2 bays .  Modern commercial. C a .  1969. Noncontr ibut ing s t r u c t u r e .  

204: (VFW, Pos t  7916): (aluminum s i d i n g ,  enameled s t e e l  co r ruga ted  on s i d e s ) ;  
2% s t o r i e s ;  gambrel roof (composi t ion);  6  bays. Organiza t ion  headquar t e r s ,  
VFW. Barn c o n s t r u c t i o n .  Ca. 20th cen tu ry .  

272- l~ '@4 

212- 12-2' 	 206: (Waterfront  Antiques) : wood frame (weatherboard, random rubb le  foundat ion,  
German s i d i n g  on s i d e s ,  beaded on f r o n t ) ;  g a b l e  roof (composi t ion);  2 s t o r i e s ;  
3  bays;  l 'story, 3-bay porch wi th  shed porch a d d i t i o n .  Commercial 
( s t o r e ) .  Vernacular .  Ca. l a t e  19th  cen tu ry .  

272-\2 - Zk' 	 Parking l o t  ( sou ths ide  of s t r e e t ) .  

.p.Iq, ,& 
7 *br ick  ( s t r e t c h e r  bond) ; (no r ths ide )  ; shed roof (wood s h i n g l e  composition) ; 

1 s t o r y ;  2  bays;  1-s tory ,  2-bay porch wi th  shed roof on square  p o s t s .  Res taurant .  
Contemporary. Ca. 20th century .  (Penny Lane Lounge). Noncontr ibut ing s t r u c t u r e .  

,47'2..\T,~' 	 *wood frame (weat"rboard); f l a t  roof ( t a r )  ; 1 s t o r y ;  2  bays;  I - s to ry ,  2-bay
porch ( i ronwork) .  Res taurant .  Contemporary. C a .  mid-20th cen tu ry .  (Talk 
of Town). Noncontr ibut ing s t r u c t u r e .  

300 Block 

302: 	 wood frame (aluminum s id ing )  ; 2 s t o r i e s ;  gab le  roof (composition) ; 7277 
&. 

,12-.ZC( 
bays.  Commercial ( s t o r e ) .  Colonia l  Revival  w i th  I t a l i a n a t e  i n f l u e n c e .  

Ca. l a t e  19 th  century .  


+.+?C 304: wood frame (weatherboard);  1  s t o r y ;  roof (not  v i s i b l e ) ;  4 bays ;  1-s tory ,*I7 	 3-bay porch wi th  squared p o s t s  w i t h  squa re  b a l u s t e r s ,  hipped roof  (shed) wi th  
composi t ion s h i n g l e s .  Commercial ( s t o r e ) .  B u i l d e r ' s  ve rnacu la r .  Ca. l a t e  
19th cen tu ry .  

' 1  	 306: b r i c k  ( s t r e t c h e r  bond); 2  s t o r i e s ;  g a b l e  roof ( s tanding  seam metal) ; 
4 bays. Commercial ( s t o r e ) .  Commercial ve rnacu la r .  Ca. l a t e  19th  cen tu ry .  

5 5 308: b r i c k  ( s t r e t c h e r  bond on f r o n t ,  6-course American bond on s i d e s ) ;  2 s t o r i e s ;

c?:! , I?  	 parapet  roof (not  v i s i b l e ) ;  4 bays. Commercial (bank).  Commercial ve rnacu la r .  

Ca. l a t e  19th  cen tu ry .  (United V i r g i n i a  Bank). 

( S e e  Cont jnuat ion  S11ei.r :! 5 r 
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7. DESCRIPTION--Inventory (continued) 

300 Block (continued) 

Z q ~ ,\?- -53 	 309: b r i c k  ( s t r e t c h e r  bond); 2  s t o r i e s ;  shed roof (mansard f r o n t ) ;  3  bays. 
Commercial (of f  i ce )  . Conte DJoorarY Ca. 1932. (Ervin  Engineering Land 
Off i c e )  . 

Z1Z,~.3.\ *'LO-12: wood frame (board and b a t t e n )  wi th  b r i c k  foundat ion;  2 s t o r i e s ;  gable  
roof (composi t ion);  10 bays; 2-s tory ,  5-bay porch wi th  squared p o s t s  connected 
on 2nd f l o o r  by ba lus t r ade .  Apartment bu i ld ing .  Commercial ( s t o r e ) .  Commercial 
v e r n a c u l a r .  Ca. 1960s-70s. Noncontr ibut ing s t r u c t u r e .  

z72 - 12-z< 	 314: b r i c k  (6-course American bond) ; 1 s t o r y ;  gable  roof (composition) ; 3 

bays. Town h a l l .  E c l e c t i c .  Ca. 1926. 


*br ick  ( s t r e t c h e r  bond); (nor th  s i d e ) ;  2  s t o r i e s ;  pa rape t  wi th  gab le  behind 
?--7z-lz-3b roof (composi t ion);  3  bays. Commerical ( s t o r e ) .  Commercial ve rnacu la r .  Ca. 

20th  cen tu ry .  (Antiquary 1 1 ) .  Noncontr ibut ing s t r u c t u r e .  

2-72-12-31Vacant l o t .  (nor th  s i d e ) .  

wood frame (aluminum s i d i n g ) ;  ( n o r t h  s i d e ) ;  2  s t o r i e s ;  shed roof (composi t ion); 

'Z-72-12-'6 2 bays. Commerical ( s t o r e ) .  (Art  g a l l e r y ) .  Ca. 20th cen tu ry .  


b r i c k  (Flemish bond); (nor th  s i d e ) ;  2  s t o r i e s ;  pa rape t  roof (composi t ion);
Z12-,2-3i 3 bays. Commercial ( s t o r e ) .  Commercial vernacular .  Ca. 19th  century .  (Sports-

man's G i f t s ) .  

wood frame (aluminum s i d i n g ) ;  ( n o r t h  s i d e ) ;  2  s t o r i e s ;  pa rape t  roof  (composi t ion);  
3  bays;  semi-hexagonal bay window i n  center-bay porch. Commercial ( s t o r e ) .  
Commercial ve rnacu la r .  Ca. e a r l y  20th  century .  (Occoquan Gallery). .  

wood frame (aluminum s id ing )  ; ( n o r t h  s i d e )  ; 1 s t o r y ,  gab le  roof (composition) ;

272-12-4' 3 bays.  Commercial ( s t o r e ) .  C a .  1960s. (The Frame Up). 


wood frame (aluminum s i d i n g ) ;  ( n o r t h  s i d e ) ;  1 s t o r y ;  f l a t  roof ( s t and ing  seam 

272-12 -42metal)  ; 3 bays. Commerci.al ( r e s t a u r a n t ) .  Commercial ve rnacu la r .  Ca. 20th 


cen tu ry .  (Blackbeard 's  Seafood) . 

400 Block 

"Li7.Z. ( 2-43 401: vacan t  l o t .  (Roat s t o r a g e )  . 
400-4U2: b r i c k  ( s t r e t c h e r  bond); 2% s t o r i e s ;  hipped roof (composi t ion);  1 

n' . qZ , 14LC -4h .ipped dormer; 2  bays;  1-story,  4-bay porch with wrap-around Doric  columns and 
bracketed  co rn ice .  Detached house. American 4-Square. Ca. 1920s. 

(See Cont inuat ion  Sheet  i/ 6 ) 
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7. DESCRIPTION--Inventory (continued) 

400 Block (continued) 

403 (Lyr ic  Theat re) :  wood frame (weatherboard); 1 s t o r y ;  parapet  roof with
27~'12-+< 	gable  behind (composi t ion);  3 bays;  1-story,  3-bay porch wi th  metal p o s t s  

suppor t ing  low hipped roof .  Commercial ( s t o r e ) .  Commercial vernacular .  
Ca. e a r l y  20th century .  (The Corner Shop). 

404: wood frame (weatherboard);  2% s t o r i e s ;  gab le  roof  (composition) with 
7571-( 2 - 4 b  shed on west end; 4 bays. Commercial ( s t o r e ) .  Commercial vernacular .  C a .  

l a t e  19rh century .  

405: b r i c k  ( s t r e t c h e r  bond);  1 s t o r y ;  parapet  roo f ;  3 bays. Commercial ( s t o r e )
7 22 Commercial vernacular .  Ca. 1920. 

406: wood frame (aluminum s i d i n g ,  German); 2  s t o r i e s ;  gab le  roof (composi t ion);  
Z ~ Z - I Z . - ~ J  1-s tory ,  3-bay porch wi th  turned p o s t s  and d e c o r a t i v e  s c r o l l  sawn r a i l . .5 bays; 


Commerc.ia1. Vernacular .  Ca. mid-19th century .  (Ferryman's House). 


*enameled steel; (nor th  s i d e ) ;  (Dry dock boat  s t o r a g e ) .  Ca. 1970s-80s. Noncon-
212-12-44 t r i bu . t i ng .  s t r u c t u r e .  

~ 1 2  	 408: l o t .-\%-SO 	 vacant  

( M i l l e r ' s  House): (west end of M i l l  S t r e e t )  s t o n e  (coursed  a s h l a r ) ;  1  s t o r y ;  
272- 1%-sgab le  roof (composition) ; 3 bays. Museum. Vernacular .  Ca. l a t e  18th t o  e a r l y- I 

19th  cen tu ry .  
2-72- 17.-5‘-2b/lQa&w&F b y  a++fD ~ ~fi nwv,u f 

POPLAR ALLEY 

200 Block 

2-72 -12 .53 	wood frame (German s i d i n g )  ; 2 s t o r i e s ;  gable  roof ( s t r i p s )  ; 5 bays. Commercial 
( s t o r e )  . Vernacular.  Ca. 1918. (Vi l l age  Americana) . 

300 Block 

272-12-54 	302: conc re t e  b lock;  2 s t o r i e s ;  gab le  roof (composi t ion) ;  2  bays. Apartment. 

( P a r t  of Hammill Hotel)  . 


WASHINGTON STREET 

200 Block 

171_-/2 	 200: l o t .-55- vacant  

202: wood frame ( b r i c k t e x  s i d i n g ) ;  2  s t o r i e s ;  gab le  roof  (composi t ion);  3  

2-77-IZ-<(Q bays.  Detached house. B u i l d e r ' s  c o t t a g e  ve rnacu la r .  Ca. l a t e  19th century .  
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7. -DESCRIPTION--Inventory (continued) 

WASHINGTON STREET (continued) 

200 Block (cont inued)  

~(IZI",.57 	 203: wood frame (a sbes tos  sh ing le s )  ; 2 s t o r i e s ;  gable  roof (composition); 

2  bays; 1-s tory ,  1-bay porch with square  p o s t s  with lamb 's  tongue chamfer, 

screened porch ,  and hipped roo f .  Detached house. Worker's co t t age  ve rnacu la r .  

Ca. l a t e  19 th  century .  


279,-\%2.7/*	204: wood frame (asbektos  s h i n g l e s ) ;  2  s t o r i e s ;  gab le  roof (composition); 

2  bays; 1-story,  2-bay porch with lean- to  ( a sbes tos  s h i n g l e  r o o f ) .  Commercial 

( s t o r e ) .  Commercial vernacular .  Ca. t u r n  of t h e  century .  


,qq 205: wood frame (aluminum s id ing )  ; 2 s t o r i e  ;; gable  roof (composition); 2zqz'1% 	 bays;  1-s tory ,  2-bay porch supported by square  p o s t s  wi th  l a r ~ ~ b ' s  tongue chamfer, 
screened porch and hipped roo f .  Detached house. Worker 's c o t t a g e  vernacular .  
C a .  l a t e  19 th  century .  

2q2 , , (~,@O 	 206: wood frame (German s i d i n g ) ;  2% s t o r i e s ;  gable  roof (composi t ion);  4 bays ;  
1-story,  3-bay porch wi th  Doric columns connected by square  r a i l  b a n n i s t e r .  
Detached house. B u i l d e r ' s  Colonia l  Revival  i n f luence .  Ca. l a t e  19th cen tu ry .  

412 44,/(4 1 	 207: wood frame (aluminum s i d i n g )  ; 2 s t o r i e s ;  gab le  roof ( s tanding  seam meta l )  ; 
b 	 2 bays; 1-s tory ,  2-bay porch wi th  hipped roof and screened.  Detached house. 


Worker ve rnacu la r .  Ca. l a t e  19th  cen tu ry .  


209: c o n c r e t e  block ( r u s t i c a t e d ) ;  1% s t o r i e s  on r a i s e d  basement; gab le  roof 
(composi t ion);  2  bays. Church. ~ u i l d e r ' s  ve rnacu la r  wi th  bungalow in f luence .  
Rebu i l t  1924. ( ~ b e n e z e r  B a p t i s t  Church) . 

UNION STREET 

200 Block 

201: wood frame (aluminum s i d i n g ) ;  2  s t o r i e s ;  hipped roof ( s tanding  seam meta l ) ;  
272-P--b3 3 bays; I - s to ry ,  3-bay porch wi th  s t y l i z e d  Dor ic  columns, square  b a l u s t e r s ,  

and hipped roo f .  Commercial ( s t o r e ) .  American 4-square. Ca. l a t e  19th cen tu ry .  
( I c e  Cream & Fudge Shop). 

172 -1  2- -&{ 	 202: wood frame (south--German s i d i n g ,  north--aluminum s id ing )  ; 2 s t o r i e s ;  
gable  roof (composi t ion) ;  4 bays; I - s tory ,  1-bay porch wi th  pediment supported 
by square  wooden columns. Apartment b u i l d i n g .  Commercial. B u i l d e r ' s  vernacular .  
Ca. l a t e  19 th  century .  

(See Cont inuat ion  Sheet  // 8 ) 
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7. DESCRIPTION -- Inventory (continued) 

U N I O N  STREET (cont inued)  

200 Block 

203: wood frame (German S id ing ) ;  2 s t o r i e s ;  gable  roof (pressed  t i n ) ;  4 bays;212-, -LC 1-s to ry ,  4-bay porch wi th  s t y l i z e d  Dor i c  columns and hipped r o o f .  Cormnercial 
( s t o r e ) .  B u i l d e r ' s  Vernacular.  Late-19th century .  (V i l l age  Americana F u r n i t u r e  

204: b r i c k t e x ;  2  s t o r i e s ;  gab le  roof  (composition); 5  bays; 1 - s to ry ,272 -,2-(UL
3-bay porch wi th  cen te r  peak  g a b l e  h ipped  and chamfered p o s t s .  Detached 
house. B u i l d e r ' s  Vernacular.  Late-19th century .  

%?Z- - 205 (Back Stage  Dance Supply): wood frame; 2  s t o r i e s ;  gab le  roof (pressed 

l7 6' t i n ) ;  5  bays; 1-story,  3-bay porch w i t h  hipped roof supported by squared 


wood columns. Commercial ( s t o r e ) .  Vernacular .  1850-70. 


t~2. - I Z G Y  	 206 (Hammill Hote l )  : b r i c k  (5-course American; 3  s t o r i e s ;  hipped roof 

(composi t ion);  4 bays. Apartment b u i l d i n g .  Commercial. 2nd q u a r t e r  of 

19 t h  cen tu ry .  


8 .  SIGNIFICANCE--Historical Background 

t h e  i r o n  f o r g e  i n  o r d e r  t o  concen t ra t e  on t h e  more l u c r a t i v e  merchant f l o u r  m i l l s .  L i t t l e  
e l s e  is known of Occoquan dur ing  t h e  remainder of t h e  18th cen tu ry  excep t  t h a t  a t o l l  
b r i d g e  ca r ry ing  t h e  main road from Richmond t o  Washington was a u t h o r i z e d  by t h e  General 
Assembly i n  1795. 

By 1800, Rockledge, a long with t h e  m i l l i n g  o p e r a t i o n s ,  had passed i n t o  t h e  hands 
of Nathanie l  E l l i c o t t ,  a  Maryland Ouaker. It was h i s  b ro the r .  Thomas. an a s s o c i a t e  of -~ 

Ol ive r  Evans, who designed t h e  l a r g e  f l o u r  m i l l  a t  Occoquan inco rpora t ing  Evans' improve-
ments descr ibed  i n  The Young Mill-Wright and M i l l e r ' s  Guide, (1795). P l a t e  XXII i n  Evans' 
book shows ~ l l i c o t t ' s  p l a n  f o r  t h e  M i l l  a t  Occoquan, wi th  E l l i c o t t ' s  c a p t i o n ,  "This is 
a m i l l  of my p lanning  and draughting,  now i n  a c t u a l  p r a c t i c e ,  b u i l t  on t h e  Occoquam ( s i c )  
River  i n  V i r g i n i a  ..., ,3  This  m i l l  s tood  i n  Occoquan and was i n  f u l l  o p e r a t i o n  u n t i l  i t s  
d e s t r u c t i o n  by f i r e  i n  1924. Old photographs of t h e  r u i n s  of t h e  m i l l  show t h e  gene ra l  
des ign  of E l l i c o t t ' s  b u i l d i n g .  The r u i n s  a r e  b a r e l y  v i s i b l e  t o  t h e  n o r t h e a s t  of t h e  
s tone  m i l l e r ' s  house. 

Accompanying Nathanie l  E l l i c o t t  t o  Occoquan was t h e  Engl i sh  n o v e l i s t ,  John Davis, 
who served t h e  neighborhood a s  a  schoolmaster .  I n  1801 he wrote: " the  r i c h n e s s  of t h e  
ad jacent  country and t h e  h e a l t h f u l n e s s  of t h e  c l i m a t e ,  induced t h e  P r o p r i e t o r  t o  p r o j e c t  
t h e  p l an  of a c i t y  and i n v i t e  s t r a n g e r s  t o  b u i l d  i n  it; bu t  h i s  v i s i o n s  w e r e  never  r e a l i z e d  
and Occoquan c o n s i s t s  on ly  of a house b u i l t  on a  rock ,  t h r e e  o t h e r s  on t h e  r i v e r  s i d e  
and ha l f  a dozen l o g  h u t s  s c a t t e r e d  a t  some Three yea r s  l a t e r ,  however, Occoquan d i ~ t a n c e . " ~  
gained the  s t a t u s  of a formal  town and i t  f l o u r i s h e d  a s  a  commercial and i n d u s t r i a l  c e n t e r  

' f o r  t h e  next  t h i r t y  yea r s .  That  Occoquan w a s  e a r l y  a n a t u r a l  s topp ing  p l a c e  f o r  t r a v e l e r s  

(See C n n ~ i n v , q r i n n  ch--- an-
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8 .  SIGNIFICANCE--Historical Background 

between t h e  n a t i o n ' s  c a p i t a l  and Richmond i s  evidenced by a r e p o r t  from William C.  Williams 
t o  the  governor of t h e  Common e a l t h  on t h e  s e i g e  of Washington, w r i t t e n  i n  1814 while  3'
he was "stopped a t  Occoquan." During t h i s  same per iod  Joseph Janney and o t h e r s  b u i l t  
one of t h e  s t a t e ' s  f i r s t  major co t ton  m i l l s  a t  Occoquan. Although l a r g e  co t ton  m i l l s  
were common i n  New England during t h e  f i r s t  h a l f  of t h e  19th century,  few l a r g e  cot ton  
manufacturing e n t e r p r i s e s  e x i s t e d  then i n  t h e  south  and i n  Virg in ia ,  where c a p i t a l  f o r  
such ventures  was sca rce .  It can be surmised t h a t  t h e  p r o f i t a b l e  Occoquan f l o u r  m i l l ,  
a l s o  owned by t h e  Janney family,  provided t h e  source of funds necessary t o  underwrite 
t h e  co t ton  manufacturing venture. Describing Occoquan i n  1836, Joseph Martin i n  h i s  
Gazet teer  s t a t e d :  "The town conta ins  about 50 dwelling houses, s eve ra l  mercant i le  s t o r e s  
and var ious  mechanics, a co t ton  manufactory i n  complete opera t ion  ...an extens ive  manu- 
f a c t u r i n g  f l o u r  mi l l . . .wi th  appendages of g r i s t ,  saw, and p l a s t e r  gil ls.  A handsome 
and permanent br idge  i s  e rec t ed  ac ross  t h e  r i v e r  a t  t h i s  p lace  ..." Among t h e  surviving 
s t . u c t u r e s  which d a t e  from t h e  antebellum period a r e  a  po r t ion  of t h e  Back Stage Dance 
Supplies  bu i ld ing  a t  205 Union S t r e e t  (ca .  1850) and t h e  southern s t r u c t u r e  of Blackbeard's 
Restaurant  a t  302 M i l l  S t r e e t  (ca.  1860). The house a t  406 M i l l  S t r e e t ,  known a s  "The 
Ferryman's House," probably d a t e s  from t h e  mid-19th century and served a s  residence f o r  
t h e  man who operated t h e  Occoquan f e r r y  a t  t h e  e a s t e r n  end of t h e  d i s t r i c t ,  j u s t  below 
t h e  present  VA Route 123. 

Arch i t ec tu ra l  evidence sugges ts  t h a t  one of Occoquan's most prominent landmarks, 
t h e  Old Hammill Hotel ,  a t  t h e  corner  of Union and Commerce s t r e e t s ,  d a t e s  from the 1830s, 
although t r a d i t i o n  a f f i rms  t h a t  William Selecman b u i l t  it i n  1804. The h o t e l  achieved 
fame i n  t h e  C i v i l  War a s  t h e  headquar te rs  f o r  Confederate General Wade Hampton during 
seve ra l  skirmishes with Union t roops  i n  t h e  a r e a .  Union f o r c e s  were ab le  t o  f i r e  upon 
Occoquan from an e l eva ted  camp ac ross  t h e  r i v e r  on t h e  Fa i r f ax  s i d e  and succeeded i n  
destroying t h e  Janney ' s  co t ton  m i l l .  

Despi te  t h e  ex tens ive  s i l t i n g  of the  r i v e r  t h a t  precluded Occoquan's s e r v i c e  a s  
a deepwater p o r t ,  t h e  town continued a s  an important commercial cen te r  during t h e  period 
following t h e  C i v i l  War. The Janney's  f l o u r  m i l l  continued t o  t h r i v e ,  with wheat de l ivered  
t o  the  m i l l  by flat-bottomed barges pu l l ed  by tug boats .  Hammill's continued t o  be t h e  
h o t e l  l i s t e d  a s  t h e  town's prime h o s t e l r y  o r  boarding house i n  d i r e c t o r i e s  f o r  Pr ince  
William i n  t h e  1880s. Lynn's Wharf, l oca ted  a t  t h e  e a s t e r n  end of t h e  d i s t r i c t  on M i l l  
S t r e e t ,  was t h e  s i t e  f o r  loading r a i l r o a d  t i e s  and l a r g e  l o g s  f o r  shipment down the  Potomac. 
Sometimes, according t o  one o r a l  account,  t h e  l a r g e  l o g s  were bound together  and f l o a t e d  
down t h e  r i v e r .  A tannery w a s  l oca ted  a t  the  top of t h e  h i l l  on Union S t r e e t ,  which 
by t h e  e a r l y  20th century was lfnown a s  Tanyard H i l l .  Local d i r e c t o r i e s  r e f e r r e d  to  Occo- 
quan a s  an "important v i l l age"  with numerous "merchants" and a saloon.  A notable  bui ld ing  
da t ing  from the  postbel lum per iod  is t h e  Odd Fellows Ha l l  a t  308 Commerce S t r e e t ,  con-
s t r u c t e d  i n  1889. The lower f l o o r  of t h e  h a l l  served a s  a schoolroom with a s t age  t h a t  
occas ional ly  was used f o r  t h e a t r e  o r  opera by s t a g e  t roupes  s topping over a t  Occoquan 
en r o u t e  from Washington t o  Richmond. The Hall  was a  meeting p lace  f o r  a number of l o c a l  
s o c i a l  organiza t ions  a s  well  a s  f o r  congregat ions making p lans  t o  b u i l d  t h e i r  own church 
s t r u c t u r e s .  404 M i l l  S t r e e t  (The Golden Goose) is another  important l a t e  19th-century 
s t r u c t u r e .  It was owned by M r .  Hammill, the  h o t e l  opera tor ,  and housed Occoquan's f i r s t  
drugstore.  Also da t ing  from t h e  l a t e  1880s was an e x c e l l e n t  metal t r u s s  br idge  t h a t  
c a r r i e d  the  Old Telegraph Road a c r o s s  t h e  Occoquan. Unfortunately,  t h i s  br idge  was washed 

(See Continuation Shppt 1l10) 
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8 .  SIGNIFICANCE--Historical Background 

away i n  t h e  f loods  of Hurricane Agnes i n  1972. 
S t r e e t  (304, 308, 4$!! p e 4 Q  &,toge ther  with 

Severa l  commercial 
t h e  res idences  a t  2

s t r u c t u r e s  along M i l l  
02, 204, 209, 301, 

301. 304, 306, 312,,,ak Bate !roe t h e  l a t e  19th century ,  a s  do t h e  simple bu i lde r  verna-
c u l a r  houses loca ted  on Washington S t r e e t  near  Ebenezer Church. The o r i g i n a l  Ebenezer 
Church s t r u c t u r e  was e rec t ed  i n  1883, t h e  f i r s t  b lack-bui l t  church i n  P r ince  William 
County. The bu i ld ing  burned i n  1923 and t h e  present  sanctuary was erec ted  t h e  following 
year .  Houses da t ing  from t h e  l a t e  19th century which have now been converted f o r  commercial 
use include t h e  l a r g e  s t r u c t u r e s  along Union S t r e e t  (201, 202, 203, and 204). 

Following t h e  d e s t r u c t i o n  of a number of the  commercial es tab l i shments  along M i l l  
S t r e e t  i n  a l a r g e  f i r e  i n  1916, t h e  s t r e e t  was r e b u i l t ;  now a s  then,  i t  remains t h e  com-
mercial  cen te r  of Occoquan. Although Occoquan during t h e  e a r l y  yea r s  of t h e  20th cent  r1 y
a t t r a c t e d  some t r a d e  from Washingtor t o u r i s t s  who v i s i t e d  t h e  town by excursion boa t s ,  
Occoquan l o s t  i ts  l a s t  major indus:ry with the  d e s t r u c t i o n  of t h e  Janney Flour  M i l l  i n  
1924. With t h e  opening of Route 1 i n  1928, t h e  town no longer  s tood a s t r i d e  the  major 
north-south t r a v e l  r o u t e  and i t s  demise seemed assured.  By t h e  1970s, however, Occoquan 
drew new l i f e  a s  an a c t i v e  marina wi th in  view of I n t e r s t a t e  95, and a s  a  growing t o u r i s t  
a t t r a c t i o n  with boutiques,  an t iques  s t o r e s ,  and r e s t a u r a n t s .  The town's merchants a r e  
anxious t o  promote Occoquan a s  an h i s t o r i c  town and have undertaken seve ra l  e f f o r t s  toward 
r e h a b i l i t a t i o n  of i ts  more notable  bui ld ings .  Occoquan today, is i n  many ways akin  t o  
t h e  Occoquan of t h e  l a t e  19th century--an important commercial v i l l a g e  along a major 
north-south t r a v e l  r o u t e  on a  p ic turesque  navigable waterway. 

MTP 

% a i r f a x  Harr ison,  Landmarks of Old P r ince  William (Richmond: p r i v a t + p r i n t e d ,  
Old Dominion P res s ,  1924), p .  428. 

301iver Evans, The Young Mill-Wright and M i l l e r ' s  Guide ( r e p r i n t  ed. New York: 
Arno P r e s s ,  1972),  p. 295. 

4 ~ a r r i s o n ,  Landmarks of Old Pr ince  William, p. 429. 

5 ~ . ~ .  ed., C a l e n d a r p e r s ,  Vol. 8 (Richmond, 1890), p. 379Flournoy, 

6 ~ o s e p hMartin, ed., A New and Comprehensive Gazet teer  of Virg in ia  and D.C .  (Char-
l o t t e s v i l l e ,  1835), p. 275. 

7 ~ a t a i g n e ' s  Alexandria director^ (1887, 1888), p .  226. 

8 ~ o m  Nelson, An In terv iew with James Woodrow Taylor (Manassas, 1982), p. 4 2 .  



NPS F m  ( D m  
OP) 

United States Department of the Interior 
National Park Service 

National Register of Historic Places 
Inventory-Nomination Form 
OCCOQUAN HISTORIC DISTRICT, PRINCE WILLIAM COLTNTY, VA 

Continuationsheet i/11 Item number 9 ,  10 Pagel, 1 

9. MAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES 

Flournoy, H.W. Calendar of Virg in ia  S t a t e  Papers.  Volume 8 .  Richmond: 1890. 

Harrison, Fa i r f ax .  Landmarks of Old Pr ince  William: A Study of the  Or ig ins  i n  Northern 


V i rg in i a .  Richmond: Old Dominion P res s ,  1924. 
~ i s t o r i c  Occoquan, Inc .  A Brief  History of Occoquan. (1975). 
Martin,  Joseph, ed. A New and Comprehensive Gazet teer  of V i rg in i a  and t h e  D i s t r i c t  of 

Columbia. C h a r l o t t e s v i l l e :  J. Martin: Moseley and Tompkins, 1835. 
Mi tchel l ,  Broadus. Rise  of Cotton M i l l s  i n  t h e  South. Johns Hopkins Univers i ty  S tudies ,  

XXXIX, //2. Gloucester ,  Mass.: Pe te r  Smith, 1966. 
Nelson, Tom. An In te rv iew with James Woodrow Taylor .  Manassas, Virg in ia :  Pr ince  William 

His tory  Commission, 1982. 
Pr ince  William County. Land Tax Records. 1825-1860. 
Pr ince  William His tory  Commission. "Notes on Old Buildings i n  Occoquan." 1970, 1971, 

1972, 1979. ( typewr i t t en ) .  
Shepherd, Samuel. The S t a t u t e s  a t  Large of ~ i r $ i n i a .  Volume (1803-1807). Richmond) 1836 

10. GEOGRAPHICAL DATA--Verbal Boundary Descr ip t ion  and Boundary J u s t i f i c a t i o n  

s a i d  s i d e  t o  E s i d e  of Washington S t . ;  thence approximately 40' WSW ac ross  i n t e r s e c t i o n  
with Commerce S t .  t o  W s i d e  of Washington St . ;  thence about 70' S along s a i d  s i d e  t o  
r e a r  proper ty  l i n e s  of p r o p e r t i e s  on S s i d e  of Commerce S t , ;  thence approximately 650' 
NW along s a i d  r e a r  l i n e s  t o  E s i d e  of E l l i c o t t  S t . ;  thence about 80' NE along s a i d  s ide  
t o  a po in t  approximately 50' SW of middle of i n t e r s e c t i o n  wi th  Commerce S t . ;  thence approx 
mately 570' NNW, curving,  roughly p a r a l l e l i n g  Commerce St .  ex tens ion ,  and encompassing 
Rockledge, t o  a p o i n t  on S s i d e  of road t o  water tanks,  approximately 50' W of M i l l  S t . ;  
thence approximately 140' NNE t o  Occoquan River wall ;  thence fol lowing s a i d  wal l  approxi- 
mately 1681)' SE along S s i d e  of s a i d  r i v e r ,  encompassing wharves, and continuing SE t o  
po in t  of o r i g i n .  Boundary J u s t i f i c a t i o n :  The boundaries of t h e  Occoquan H i s t o r i c  D i s t r i c  
have been drawn t o  inc lude  most of the  o r i g i n a l  town l o t s  (1804) on which s t and  dwellings 
and small  commercial s t r u c t u r e s .  The no r theas t e rn  boundary fo l lows t h e  Occoquan River 
and inc ludes  t h e  wharves which have t r a d i t i o n a l l y  been a Ta r t  of Occoquan's water f ront ;  
the  southeas tern  boundary has  been drawn t o  fo l low t h e  small creek t h a t  empties i n t o  
t h e  Occoquan River  and t o  inc lude  t h e  l a t e  19th- and e a r l y  20th-century dwell ings and 
t h e  church which f r o n t  on Washington S t r e e t ;  t h e  southwestern boundary has  been drawn 
t o  include t h e  l a t e  19th-century res idences  which f r o n t  on Commerce S t r e e t  and t o  exclude 
noncontr ibut ing 20th-century res idences ;  t h e  northwestern boundary h a s  been drawn t o  
inc lude  Rockledge, t h e  e a r l i e s t  res idence  i n  t h e  a r e a ,  a s  wel l  a s  t h e  ill ouse useum. 
The western boundary i s  bordered by heavy woods and undergrowth and i s  not  developed 
a t  t h i s  time. 






