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DESCRIBETHE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL4IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 
S c o t t s v i l l e  i s  s i t u a t e d  on t h e  n o r t h  bank of  t h e  James River ,  a t  t h e  renowned Horseshoe 
Bend, i n  Albemarle County, wi th  a  small  s e c t i o n  i n  Fluvanna County, The v i l l a g e  i s  
roughly L-shaped i n  plan,  wi th  t h e  two major s t reets--Main S t r e e t  p a r a l l e l i n g  t h e  r i v e r  
and Valley S t r e e t  running nor th  up a  r av ine  toward Cha r lo t t e sv i l l e - -mee t ing  a t  an obl ique  
angle i n  t h e  c e n t e r  of town. It is a t  t h e  apex of t h i s  angle and extending a long Valley 
and Main S t r e e t s  from i t  t h a t  the  p r i n c i p a l  commercial bui ld ings  of S c o t t s v i l l e  a r e  
loca ted .  

By v i r t u e  of i t s  p o s i t i o n  on the  James River  and of i t s  o r i g i n a l l y  having been t h e  county 
s e a t  of Albemarle County, S c o t t s v i l l e  has always been an important po in t  on one of  t h e  
na in  rou te s  of east-west  t r a f f i c  i n  Virg in ia .  The James River and Kanawha Canal once 
passed through t h e  v i l l a g e  along t h e  r iverbank.  The cana l  and i t s  t u rn ing  b a s i n  a r e  now 
f i l l e d ,  t h e  Chesapeake gnd Ohio Railroad having supplanted it, wi th  i t s  t r a c k s  occupying 
t h e  o ld  towpath. 

The e a r l i e s t  su rv iv ing  bu i ld ings  i n  S c o t t s v i l l e ,  b u i l t  l a t e  i n  t h e  e i g h t e e n t h  and e a r l y  
i n  the  n ine teen th  c e n t u r i e s ,  a r e  concentrated along Main S t r e e t ,  nea r  t h e  c a n a l  and r a i l -  
road r o u t e s  and on t h e  road from Richniond. These inc lude  t h e  Old Tavern; t h e  Barclay 
House; a  number of smal l  c o t t a g e s ,  some possessing ve ry  f i n e  a r c h i t e c t u r a l  d e t a i l ;  and 
a  number of e a r l y  frame warehouses and o t h e r  commercial bui ld ings .  

As the v i l l a g e  expanded, more s u b s t a n t i a l  s t ruc tu res - -b r i ck  rows of  combined commercial 
and residential buildings--were b u i l t  along Valley S t r e e t .  On t h e  h i l l  behind these ,  ( runnlng . .  p a r a l l e l  t o  Valley S t r e e t ,  i s  Harr ison S t r e e t .  Bu i l t  he re ,  i n  t h e  second q u a r t e r  
of the n ine teen th  century ,  a r e  t h e  f i n e s t  of S c o t t s v i l l e ' s  p r i v a t e  dwel l ings ,  houses 
such as  Old Ha l l  and t h e  Bruce House. Where t h e  houses along Main S t r e e t  were pre- 
dominantly frame and predominately a  s t o r y  and a  h a l f  high,  most of  t h e  houses along 
Harrison S t r e e t  a r e  two-story b r i c k  s t r u c t u r e s .  Harr ison S t r e e t  is a f s o  t h e  l o c a t i o n  of 
t h r e e  of the  town's f i v e  e a r l y  churches--housing t h e  Presbyter ian ,  B a p t i s t ,  and Episcopal  
congregat ions.  

The l a r g e  m i l l  b u i l t  on Valley S t r e e t  a t  t h e  no r th  end of  t h e  bus iness  d i s t r i c t  d a t e s  
from the  mid-nineteenth century.  North o f  t h e  m i l l ,  the  o l d e s t  s u r v i v i n g  dwel l ings  
a r e  smal l  c o t t a g e s ,  probably occupied by m i l l  workers and l o c a l  a r t i s a n s .  L a t e r  bui ld-  
ings i n  t h i s  neighborhood tend  t o  be a  combination of  v e r y  smal l  houses and l a r g e r  
l a t e  n ine teenth-century  frame bu i ld ings .  

As with many B~nall  towns, some s u b s t a n t i a l  r e s i d e n t s  l j re fer red  t o  l i v e  a t  t h e  edges of 
t h e  se t t l emen t .  I n  S c o t t s v i l l e ,  houses such as  Mount l Ja l la  and C l i f f s i d e  (not  w i t h i n  
t h e  co rpora t e  l i m i t s ) ,  s i t u a t e d  on t h e  h i l l s  surrounding t h e  v i l l a g e ;  bea r  w i tness  t o  
t h e  s u r v i v a l  of t h i s  t r a d i t i o n  i n  t h e  n ine teenth-century  Vi rg in i a  Picdmont. 

p re sen t -day  ~ c o t t s v i l l e '  c o n s i s t s  of about 1-00 major bui ld ings .  Despi te  t h e  e f f e c t s  of 
time and t h e  ravages of s e v e r a l  major f l o o d s ,  53 s t r u c t u r e s  of  h i s t o r i c  o r  a r c h i t e c t u r a l  
s i g n i f i c a n c e  su rv ive .  The on ly  major i n t r u s i o n  c o n s i s t s  o f a  c l e a r e d  a rea  a t  t h e  junc t ion  
of Valley and Main S t r e e t s ,  t h e  r e s u l t  of a  f i r e  i n  February 1976, which destroyed a  
turn-of- the-century frame h o t e l  and s e v e r a l  minor bu i ld ings  and which s e r i o u s l y  darnaged 
the  Methodist Church. The i n t c g r i t y  of t h e  d i s t r i c t  neve r the le s s  remains i n t a c t .  

(,1 

An inventory of t h e  53 s i g n i f i c a n t  S c o t t s v i l l e  s t r u c t u r e s  fol lows.  

(See con t inua t ion  shee t  # 2  ) 
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 
The town of S c o t t s v i l l e ,  l oca ted  on the g r e a t  Horseshoe Bend of t h e  James River  i n  lower 
Albemarle County, i s  a  comnunity r i c h  i n  h i s t o r i c a l  a s s o c i a t i o n s  and e a r l y  a r c h i t e c t u r e .  
I ts h i s t o r y  i s  inseparably  entwined with i t s  r i v e r s i d e  s i t u a t i o n ;  t h e  James has  brought 
t h e  town both p r o s p e r i t y  and su f fe r ing .  While many of  Piedmont V i r g i n i a 1 s . r i v e r  s e t t l e -  
ments have e i t h e r  dwindled i n t o  i n s i g n i f i c a n c e  o r  grown a t  t h e  expense of t h e i r  h i s t o r i -  
c a l  ambiance, S c o t t s v i l l e ,  i n  s p i t e  of p rospe r i ty ,  depress ion ,  war, flooding,and f i r e ,  
has maintained i t s  e a r l y  aura.  Lining i t s  two p r i n c i p a l  s t r e e t s ,  Main and Valley,  is a  
no tab le  r e p r e s e n t a t i o n  of an te-  and post-bellum commercial a r c h i t e c t u r e ,  a  r a r i t y  f o r  
V i rg in i a  towns. I n t e r e s t i n g  examples of  e i t h e r  s o p h i s t i c a t e d  o r  vernacular  domestic 
work a r e  found on i t s  r e s i d e n t i a l  s t r e e t s .  S e t  snugly beneath t h e  r i v e r  b l u f f s ,  amid 
t h e  Piedmont's s c e n i c  r o l l i n g  count rys ide ,  S c o t t s v i l l e  presents  a  memorable p i c t u r e  of 

I an e s s e n t i a l l y  n ine teenth-century  r i v e r  town. 

The o r i g i n s  of S c o t t s v i l l e  a r e  t r aced  back t o  1732 when Edward S c o t t ,  Goochland County : <  . , Magi-strate,  S h e r i f f ,  and Burgess,patented 550 ac res  i n  t h e  upper northwest co rne r  of 
Horseshoe Bend, on a  h i l l  j u s t  west of t h e  f u t u r e  town, and e rec t ed  a  dwelling soon a f t e r .  

, Because of i t s  s t r a t e g i c  l o c a t i o n  on the r i v e r ,  S c o t t ' s  house (an e a r l y  dwell ing thought 
j t o  be i t  su rv ives )  becaqe a  meeting p lace  f o r  t h e  a r e a .  I n  1741 t h e  government of the  
: newly formed Albemarle County was organized there .  S c o t t ' s  Landing, as  t h e  smal l  s e t t l e -  
! ment t h a t  sprang up t h e r e  was c a l l e d ,  was s e l e c t e d  a s  t h e  county s e a t  of  Albemarle 
: which included what today i s  f i v e  count ies .  It was so chosen because i t  was roughly i n  

the  geographical  c e n t e r  of t h i s  l a r g e  p o l i t i c a l  d i v i s i o n ,  and a  courthouse and j a i l  were 
ordercd t o  be e r e c t e d  on the  h i l l  next  t o  S c o t t ' s  house. The courthouse and j a i l  do n o t  

I sur-vive. The town, which grew down on t h e  r iverbank,  soon boasted o r d i n a r i e s ,  s t a b l e s ,  
s t o r e s ,  and a  g r i s t  m i l l .  A blow t o  t h i s  p r o s p e r i t y  was f e l t  i n  1762 when Albemarle 
County was ~ a r t i t i o n e d  i n t o  s e v e r a l  coun t i e s .  The a rea  south  of  t h e  James became Buck- 
ingham County, l e a v i n g  S c o t t ' s  Landing tucked i n  a d i s t a n t  corner  of  t h e  r e s u l t i n g  
smal le r  Albemarle. Because i t  no longer  was i n  t h e  geographical  c e n t e r ,  the  county s e a t  
was moved nor th  t o  C h a r l o t t e s v i l l e .  While the  county government removed som+ of t h e  

1 town's p r e s t i g e ,  S c o t t ' s  Landing remained a  growing commercial c e n t e r .  

During t h e  Revolut ion,  m i l i t a r y  suppl.ies were s t o r e d  a t  S c o t t ' s  Landing i n  the  fo rn~er  
courthouse.  The anns were i n  a  q u a n t i t y  s u f f i c i e n t  t o  a t t r a c t  t h e  a t t e n t i o n  of  Lord 
Cornwall is .  To keep t h e  s t o r e s  from f a l l i n g  i n t o  enemy.ha~zds, Genera l -La faye t t e  took 
up p o s i t i o n  bet:ween Cornwall is  and t h e  town, f o r c i n g  Cornwall is  t o  change h i s  f r o n t .  
With hope of c a p t u r i n g  t h e  supp l i e s  l o s t ,  Cornwall is  moved toward t h e  c o a s t  wi th  Lafayet te  
i n  pu r su i t .  Cornwa l l i s ' s  s h i f t  t o  t h c  e a s t  u l t i m a t e l y  l e d  t o  h i s  being surrounded a t  
Yorktorm. 

L: The Post-Revolutionary and Ante-Bellum periods mark t h e  age of S c o t t s v i l l e t s  ascendancy 
a s  a  con~lnercial c e n t e r ,  a  peri.od of p r o s p e r i t y  brought on by . increased  r i v e r  t r a f f i c  and 
t h e  cons t rnc t ion  of t h e  James 1ti.ver ancl Kanarjha Canal. A number of o t h e r  towns sprang 

(See cont inuat ion  shee t  # 8 )  
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 GEOGRAPHICAL DATA 
ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY 115 acres  , 
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STATE V i rg in i a   coo^ 5 1  COUNTY Albemarle County CODE 003 

STATE CODE . COUNTY CODE 

V i r g i n i a  5 1  Fluvanna County 065 

( L g ~ ~ ~ ~  PREPARED BY 
N A M E /  TITLE 

V i r g i n i a  H i s t o r i c  Landmarks Commission S t a f f  
b 

ORGANIZATION DATE 
V i r g i n i a  H i s t o r i c  Lindmarks  omm mission A p r i l ,  1976 - 

S T R E E T &  N U M B E R  TELEPHONE 

221 Governor S t r e e t  804-786-3143 
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 STATE HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICER CERTIFICATION . 

THE EVALUATED SIGNIFICANCE OFTHIS PROPERTY WITHIN THE STATE IS 

As 1hk designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic,Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89-6651. 1 
hereby nominate this property,,for inclusion i l  the National Register and cattily that it has been evaluated according to the 
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6. REPRESENTATION I N  EXISTING SURVEYS 

(2) H i s t o r i c  American B u i l d i n g s  Survey I n v e n t o r y  
1957 F e d e r a l  
L i b r a r y  o f  Congress ,  Washington,  D. C.  

10. VEREtlL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION 

The b o u n d a r i e s  o f  S c o t t s v i l l e  H i s t o r i c  D i s t r i c t  c o i n c i d e  w i t h  t h e  c o r p o r a t e  l i m i t s  
o f  t h e  town. The 115 a c r e s  compr i s ing  t h e  d i s t r i c t  a r e  bounded by a  l i n e  
beg inn ing  a t  a  p o i n t  200'  W o f  Town Route 1302 and 5 0 0 '  NW o f  i n t e r s e c t i o n  o f  
s a i d  r o u t e  w i t h  Town Route  1304; 

Thence e x t e n d i n g  a p p r o x i m a t e l y  1100'  NE; 

Thence e x t e n d i n g  a p p r o x i m a t e l y  1400 '  SE; 

Thence e x t e n d i n g  a p p r o x i m a t e l y  2200' due E;  

Thence e x t e n d i n g  a p p r o x i m a t e l y  1600 '  S and s l i g h t l y  E t o  n o r t h  back o f  James 
R i v e r ;  

Thence e x t e n d i n g  NIJ and c u r v i n g  a l o n g  r i v e r b a n k  a p p r o x i m a t e l y  3'200'; 

Thence e x t e n d i n g  a p p r o x i m a t e l y  2600' NW t o  p o i n t  o f  o r i g i n .  1 
I 
I 

The c o r p o r a t e  l i m i t s  o f  t h e  town have remained t h e  same s i n c e  t h e  e a s t e r n  
boundary was e r t e n d e d  i n  1831 t o  i n c o r p o r a t e  t h e  Fluvaona County p o r t i o n  o f  
t h e  community. 
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DESCRIPTION . . . 
S c o t t s v i l l e  Inventory 

Note: S c o t t s v i l l e  bu i ld ings  do not  have numbered s t r e e t  addresses.  

Bird S t r e e t  
South s i d e  

S c o t t s v i l l e  P resby te r i an  Church: b r i ck ,  2 s t o r i e s ,  3 hays, pedimented gable  
roof wi th  smal l  b e l f r y  a t  e a s t  end. Creek Revival,  b u i l t  1830. S c d t t s v i l l e  

2, , Presby te r i an  Church, wi th  i t s  f i n e  brickwork and i t s  handsome, well-preserved 
,'.i i n t e r i o r ,  i s  t h e  e a r l i e s t  and l e a s t - a l t e r e d  o f - S c o t t s v i l l e ' s  f i v e  n ine teenth-  

'5%'" ? cen tu ry  churches. k J" 

Canal S t r e e t  
I - c 'b S c o t t s v i l l e  Rai l road  S t a t i o n :  b r i c k ,  1 s t o r y ,  6 bays, hipped roof wi th  c ross  

$" gable ,  deeply p r o j e c t i n g  eaves,  s h e l t e r e d  passenger platform. Circa 1900, 
4 f l  - " 

, O % ~ r e i g l ~ t  Depot: warehouse: frame, 1 s t o r y ,  3 bays,  " ca t s l ide"  gab le  roof ,  

P board-and-batten covering.  Late n ine teen th  century .  

Rarr i son  S t r e e t  - 
y e s t  s i d e  (south t o  n o r t h )  

Old Hal l :  dwell ing:  Flemish-bond b r i c k ,  2 s t o r i e s ,  3 bays, gable  roof with 
i n t e r i o r  end chimneys, t e t r a s t y l e  Doric porch wi th  f u l l  e n t a b l a t u r e ,  t r i p l e  
windoris. Greek Reviva l ,  b u i l t  1830. Old Ha l l  i s  one of S c o t t s v i l l e ' s  most 
e l a b o r a t e  e a r l y  n ine teenth-century  dwell ings.  

S t .  John ' s  Episcopal  Church: frame with board and ba t t en ,  1 s t o r y ,  gablc roof 
%4" z t h  sawn bargcboards, b e l f r y ,  cn t rancf  porch_ Gothic ~ e v i v i l ,  b u i l t  1875. 

l l lc Shaclows: dwell ing:  frame, 2 s t o r i e s ,  3 bays,  gable  roo f ,  t e t r a s t y l e  Roman - 
' $4, \ lMric porch, e x t e r i o r  end chimney, l a t e r  dcmi-octagonal bay a t  no r th  end. 

Second. q u a r t e r  o f  n ine teen th  century.  

GPO 892 1.55 
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Harrison S t r e e t  (Cont'd.) 
Vest s i d e  (south t o  no r th )  

\b Omoliundro House: dwell ing:  b r i ck ,  2 s t o r i e s  on high basement, 3 bays, gab le  &' - - roof wi th  box co rn ice  and i n t e r i o r  end chimneys, t e t r a s t y l e  Ronan Doric porch. 
2/ , i'' second q u a r t e r  of n ine teen th  century.  

Bruce House: dwelling: b r i ck ,  1 s t o r y  on high basement, 5 bays, gab le  roof - ,$$L\! with i n t e r i o r  end chimneys, t e t r a s t y l e  Roman Doric pedimented p o r t i c o ,  e l a b o r a t e  
, ,  s ide-and f a n l i g h t  doorway. Second q u a r t e r  of  n ine teen th  century.  

S c o t t s v i l l e  B a p t i s t  Church: b r i c k ,  2 s t o r i e s ,  gable  roof wi th  b e l f r y ,  heav i ly  
a l t e r e d  by a d d i t i o n  of t e t r a s t y l e  p o r t i c o ,  l a t e r  windows, b a p t i s t r y .  B u i l t  
1840. 

.L'Y .' . ~ + 8  \ 
Harrison S t r e e t  C East  s i d e  

'\-2 Double Cottage: dwell ings:  b r i c k ,  1 s t o r y  on high basement, 4 bays, gab le  

2.q8.2 roof wi th  c e n t r a l  chimney, t e t r a s t y l e  porch, windows a l t e r e d ,  Second q u a r t e r  
of  n i n e t e e n t h  century.  

Jackson S t r e e t  
North s i d e  (west t o  e a s t )  

>U Tompkins House: dwell ing:  b r i c k ,  1 s t o r y  on high basement, 3 bays,  gable  roof 
$$' wi th  a l t e r e d  semi-exter ior  end chimneys; t e t r a s t y l e  Greek Doric porch, ends and 

gable  reworked. Greek Revival,  second q u a r t e r  of n ine teen th  century.  

Dr.?elling: frame, 2 s t o r i e s ,  i r r e g u l a r  p lan  and bay systems, gable  and hipped 
251g,,2'\-? r o o f ,  p r o j e c t i n g  bays,  square corner  tower, 1 - s to ry  pqrch on south  and west--with 

e l a b o r a t e  s p i n d l e  f r i e z e .  Elements of Queen Anne, Fransois  .lCr and Eas t l ake  
s t y l e s ,  l a t e  n i n e t e e n t h  century .  

4.4 i n :  frame, 2 s t o r i e s  wi th  l a t f r  1%-story faqade, gab le  roof  wi th  e x t e r i o r  
%q$?" end chimney, l - s t o r y  porch with sawniiork ba lus t r ade .  Mid-nineteenth century ;  

c i r c a  1900. - 
/ 

-S INel l ing:  frame, 2 s t o r i e s ,  3 bays,  gable  roof wi th  e x t e r i o r  crtd chimney, 
7/4qd t u m t i c t h - c e n t u r y  Georgian Revival porch. Second q u a r t e r  of n i n e t c e n ~ l l  century .  

L.:,:.. d 

GPO 8 9 2  455 



. .  . . 
: "' I 

'Form Nq 10-300a 
IRev. 10.741 

USITED STATES DEI'AKTMENT OF THE lN7EKIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF 44ISTO2IC PLACES 
C.,: IMWiYTBXY -- MBdMHNATIOM HO2M 

CONTINUATION S ~ E T  //4 ITEM NUMBER 7 PAGE 3 

Plain S t r e e t  
South s i d e  (west t o  e a s t )  

Coleman's S t o r e  and Masonic m: commercial bui ld ing:  b r i c k ,  2  s t o r i e s ,  4 

?M8.14*b bays, f l a t  roof ,  p i l a s t e r e d  bays and b r i ck  cornice.-  Modified Edwardian, b u i l t  
1914, 

Commercial s t r u c t u r e :  frame, 2  s t o r i e s ,  3 bays, mansard roof r r i th  c e n t r a l  gable,  
o r i g i n a l  shop f r o n t .  Ear ly  twen t i e th  century.  

7njc - 
Commercial s t r u c t u r e :  frame, 2  s t o r i e s ,  3 bays ( f i r s t  f l o o r ) ,  gab le  roof wi th  d.8 gable  end f r o n t .  B u i l t  1900. The bu i ld ing  has been enlarged  t o  t h e  e a s t  

zn8, and the  facade has  been a l t e r e d .  

B i e l l i n g  wi th  p ro jec t ing  commercial wing: frame, 2  s t o r i e s ,  i r r e g u l a r  bay 

z@ system, gable  roof--gable end f r o n t  on commercial wing, 1 - s t o r y  porch on dwelling 
s e c t i o n ,  o r i g i n a l  shop f r o n t  on commercial wing. Ear ly  twen t i e th  century.  

( &-lo C o m ~ e r c i a l  s t r u c t u r e :  frame, 2  s t o r i e s ,  2 bays, gable  roof wi th  gab le  end f r o n t ,  

zqa-' shop f r o n t  a l t e r e d .  Ea r ly  twen t i e th  century.  

,-$ Commercial s t r u c t u r e : .  frame, 2  s t o r i e s ,  gable  roof wi th  gab le  end f r o n t ,  box 
co rn ice ,  1 - s t o r y  lean- to  a d d i t i o n  on e a s t ,  e a r l y  619 sash.  Ea r ly  n ine teen th  
century .  Building i s  a  r a r e  example of  a  s imple commercial s t r u c t u r e  of  i t s  
per iod .  

Dwelling: frame, 1% s t o r i e s ,  3 bays, gable  roof wi th  box co rn ice ,  e x t r r i o r  end 
4-I' chimney, I - s t o r y  a t t ached  k i t chen .  Ear ly  n ine teen th  century .  House i s  a  z?l $ -z p ic tu resque  and well-preserved example of ~ c o t t s v i l l e ' s  e a r l y  domestic a rch i -  

t e c t u r e ;  i t  r e t a i n s  d i s t i n c t i v e  i n t e r i o r  woodwork. 

. IZDwell ing:  frame, 1 s t o r y ,  3 bays,  gable r o o f ,  e x t e r i o r  end chimneys, l a t e r  
Z49-zJ' f r o n t  porch. Mid-ni.neteenth century .  . 

\\ S c o t t s v i l l e  -- Flour  M i l l :  frame, 3 s t o r i e s ,  gable  roof wi th  monitor ,  gable  end 

$fiq f r o n t ,  2 -s tory  frame annex t o  e a s t .  Late n ine teen th  cen tu ry .  M i l l  remains i n  
ope ra t ion .  D 6,4~0~.\JfifaJ 

i n :  frame, 2  s t o r i e s ,  gahle  roo f ,  1 - s to ry  f r o n t  porch wi th  turned pos ts .  
27 % B u i l t  c i r c a  1900. 

& - I & ~ u p l e x  dwell ing:  frame, 2  s t o r i e s ,  gable  roof with gab le  end f r o n t ,  4-hay 
$3 9 - f i r s t  f l o o r ,  2-bay second Eloor. Ear ly  twent ie th  ccntury .  

C.. ,~<Storchouse: frame, 1 s t o r y ,  gab le  r o o f ,  3 bays, c e n t e r  door w i t h  f lanking  
%qj2'' s h u t t e r e d  openings, l a t e r  a d d i t i o n  on r e a r .  La te  nineteenLh cen tu ry .  
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Main S t r e e t  
North s i d e  (west t o  e a s t )  -. 

S c o t t s v i l l e  Methodist Church: b r i ck ,  2 s t o r i e s ,  facade o r i g i n a l l y  3 bays,  gable 
fl$, ~ 4 ~ ' ~  roof ;  present  facade e rec t ed  i n  1927 completely covering o r i g i n a l  facade.  Orig- 

i n a l  po r t ion  b u i l t  1833 and seve re ly  damaged by f i r e  i n  1976. 

S c o t t s v i l l e  Museum: church bui ld ing:  b r i ck ,  Flemish bond, 1 s t o r y ,  3 bays, 

,$$ A" gable  roof wi th  pedimented gable  f r o n t ,  l u n e t t e s  with i n t e r s e c t i n g  t r a c e r y  above 
each facade opening. Bu i l t  1846 as  Disc ip les  o f . C h r i s t  Church; became S c o t t s -  
v i l l e  Museum i n  1968. Building shows Je f f e r son ian  Classicism in f luence .  

Barclax Mouse: brick,,  Flemish-bond facade,  2  s t o r i e s ,  3  bays, gab le  roof  wi th  
corbeled b r i c k  corn ice .  Federa l ,  b u i l t  circa 1825. Home of D r .  James R.  arcl la; 

44k'Q i n  mid-nineteenth century ;  Barclay founded t h e  ad jacent  D i sc ip l e s  Church. House 
i s  one of t h e  more p ic turesque  dwellings i n  the  community; i t  is p a r t  of the  
museum conplex. 

Bgel l ing:  frame, 1 s t o r y ,  3 bays, gable  r o o f ,  e x t e r i o r  end chimney, l a t e r  f r o n t  

&4J"1s.2. 4')' porch and s i h e  wing. Ea r ly  n ine teen th  century .  

Old Tavern: h o s t e l r y :  b r i ck ,  1 s t o r y  wi th  l a t e r  2-s tory  wing, 4 bays i n  o r i g -  - 
1J\ i n a l  s e c t i o n ,  5 bays i n  l a t e r  s e c t i o n ,  1 - s t o r y  f r o n t  porch wi th  l a t t i c e  r a i l i n g  

on o r i g i n a l  s e c t i o n ,  2- leve l  porch with s i m i l a r  r a i l i n g s  on l a t e r  s e c t i o n .  
Ear ly  and mid-nineteenth century.  Now a  res idence ,  t h i s  i s  one of t h e  more 
a r c h i t e c t u r a l l y  s i g n i f i c a n t  s t r u c t u r e s  i n  the  town. It probably was b u i l t  t o  
se rve  t h e  cana l  t r a d e .  . 

Ewelling: frame, 2  s t o r i e s ,  3 bays, gable  r o o f ,  1 - s to ry  f r o n t  porch. Late  \1 n ine teen th  century .  
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Valley S t r e e t  
Vest s i d e  (south t o  no r th )  

Skippv's  Market (southwest: corner  of  West Main and Valley S t r e e t s ) :  commer- 
$*" c i a l  s t r u c t u r e :  b r i ck ,  2  s t o r i e s ,  5 bays, f l a t  roof ,  s h e s  inetal mod i l l i on  

I 
cornice .  Edwardian, e a r l y  twen t i e th  century .  

i 
i .  

D o r r i e r ' s  Barber Sllop (northwest corner  of  West Main and Valley S t r e e t s ) :  com- 1 -\q n ~ e r c i a l  s t r u c t u r e :  b r i c k ,  2 s t o r i e s ,  7 bays, gable  roof wi th  parapets  a t  eaves 1 
and gable  ends, e l abora t e  s t o r e f r o n t s  wi th  Doric p i l a s t e r s .  Georgian Revival ,  I 

twen t i e th  century.  I 
I 

S c o t t s v i l l e  Mini-Mart: -- commercial s t r u c t u r e :  yellow b r i c k ,  2  s t o r i e s ,  4 bays, 
+$,Z4*"D f l a t  r o o f ,  e a r l y  metal  s t o r e f r o n t s ,  b r i ck  p i l a s t e r s  mark bays. Edwardian, 

e a r l y  twen t i e th  century .  

Thaclcer's Var i e ty  Shop: conunerc ia l / res ident ia l  row: b r i ck ,  2 s t o r i e s ,  7 bays, 
L4*dgable roof wi th  i n t e r i o r  end chimneys and 2  dormers, l a t e r  shop f r o n t s ,  fan-  

( ,fig- l i g h t  en t r ance  t o  second-f loor  s t a i r s .  Second q u a r t e r  of t h e  n ine teen th  century.  

S c o t t s v i l l e  Furn i tu re  (southwest corner  of Val ley  and Bird S t r e e t s ) :  commer- 
,2.z)~ial s t r u c t u r e :  b r i c k ,  2 s t o r i e s ,  9 bays, gable  roof wi th  gable-end pa rape t s ,  I 

tq i n t e r n a l  end chimneys and molded b r i c k  corn ice .  Second q u a r t e r  of  n ine teen th  cd century .  
i 
I 

I 
Antique Shop (northwest corner  of  Val ley 'and  Bird S t r e e t s ) :  co~nmerc ia l / res i -  

& , ~ 3 d e n t i a l  row: b r i ck ,  2  s t o r i e s ,  l l . b a y s ,  gable  roof with i n t e r i o r  end chimneys 

zq 2b and molded b r i ck  corn ice ,  l a t c r  shop f r o n t ,  no r th  end a l t e r e d  a t  f i r s t - f l o o r  
l e v e l .  Second q u a r t e r  of n ine teen th  century .  

~ ~ r w l l i i l g :  b r i c k ,  2  s t o r i e s ,  4 bays, gable  roof wi th  inLer io r  end chimneys, 

~"1%' 
dTt 2 pedunented dormers, Second q u a r t e r  of n ine teen th  century .  

<belling: b r i c k ,  2  s t o r i e s ,  3 bays, g;ble roof with i n t c r i o r  cnd chimney, 

L c e n t r a l  en t r ance  and second-f loor  window c losed .  Second q u a r t e r  of n ine teen th  
$is/& century .  

Ik'Thacker l i r o t l ~ c r s  Funeral  Home: dwell ing:  frame, 2 s t o r i e s ,  3 bays, gable  roof 

L.q$ 
,2'\' - - - -  -- 

with sh ing led  c r o s s  gables ,  L-plan. Late  n ine teen th  century.  

& t ) ~ w e l l i n ~ :  frame, 2 s t o r i e s ,  3 bays, hipped roof with c r o s s  gables ,  2-story porch 

%!I{ * on south and e a s t  s i d e s ,  pedimcnted 2-story p o r t i c o  on e a s t .  Georgian Revival ,  
e a r l y  twen t i e th  century .  
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Valley S t r e e t  (Cont'd.). , . 

West s i d e  (south t o  no r th )  

+& Cottage: frame, 1 s t o r y ,  4 bays,  gable  roof with e x t e r i o r  end f l u e s .  Late  
n ine teen th  century .  This i s  a  noteworthy example of  a  worker 's c o t t a g e  of t h e  
end of the  l a s t  century.  

Valley S t r e e t  
Eas t  s i d e  (south t o  no r th )  

S c o t t s v i l l e  Volunteer Fire Department: pub l i c  bui lding:  b r i c k ,  2  s t o r i e s ,  
Z'/,zq 1 b a l ,  gab le  roof wi th  gable-end ent rance  and parapet .  Edwardian, e a r l y  

t ~ r e n t i e t h  century .  

Dol la r  General S to res :  commercial s t r u c t u r e :  b r i c k ,  2 s t o r e s ,  1 2  bays (4 shop Bl,bd- f r o n t s ) ,  f l a t  roo f ,  des ign  consonant with ad jacen t  £=re  department bu i ld ing ,  
some openings a l t e r e d .  Ear ly  twen t i e th  century .  

1d-31 DIielling: frame, 2  s t o r i e s ,  3 bays, gable  roof wi th  c r o s s  gable ,  f u l l - l e n g t h  

Z P I ~ '  , 1-s to ry  porch wi th  turned  columns, an "I-house." Late n ine teen th  century .  

4 
I\ S c o t t s v i l l e  Mill (Western Auto): i n d u s t r i a l  s t r u c t u r e : ,  b r i ck  on s tuccoed 

$* s t o n e ,  3 s t o r i e s ,  6 bays, gable roof .  B u i l t  & 1835- 

frame, 2  s t o r i e s ,  2  bays, gable  roof wi th  e x t e r i o r  end chimney and 
d  co rn ice ,  1 - s to ry  bracketed porch, lean- to  a d d i t i o n  t o  nor th .  I t a l -  zn@' i a n a t e ,  l a t e  n ine teen th  century.  

4 Cottage: frame, 1 s t o r y ,  3 bays,  gab le  roof with e x t e r i o r  end chimney, f u l l -  
-&''31ength 1 - s t o r y  porch. Second q u a r t e r  of  t h e  n ine teen th  ccntury .  zqJ98 

Cct tage  ( i n t e r s e c t i o n  of  Valley and IIardwarf S t r e e t s ) :  frame, 1 s t o r y ,  4 bays, 

-?,q g- Z J-d gable  roof wi th  e x t e r i o r  end chimneys, s toop.  Ear ly  n ine teen th  century .  

Bluff above town t o  no r th  --.---- 

Elount Walla: dwelling: frame, 1 s t o r y  on high basement, 3 bays,  gable  roo f ,  -- 
pedimented porch on e i t h e r  s i d e ,  e x t e r i o r  end chimneys, 1 - s t o r y  wings. Bu i l t  circ 

b%' 1780 f o r  John S c o t t ,  a  nember of  t h e  fanlily from whence the  town d c r i v e r  i t s  
name. The house i s  a  good cxdrnple of  the  more s o p h i s t i c a t e d  sma l l  farmhouses of 
t h e  reg ion .  
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SIGNIFICANCE 

up along t h e  r i v e r  and competed f o r  S c o t t s v i l l e ' s  t r ade ,  but  few ever  o f f e r e d  a  s e r i o u s  
t h r e a t .  By 1818 t h e  community had achieved s u f f i c i e n t  importance t o  be inco rpora t ed ,  
and i t s  o f f i c i a l  name became S c o t t s v i l l e .  The town benef i ted  n o t  on ly  from t h e  e a s t -  
west t r a f f i c  along t h e  r i v e r  bu t  from t h e  north-south t r a f f i c  t ak ing  advantage of  the  
f e r r y  there .  I n  1827 t h e  Staunton and James River  Turnpike, te rminat ing  a t  S c o t t s v i l l e ,  
was completed, opening S c o t t s v i l l e  t o  t r a d e  wi th  t h e  Shenandoah Valley.  Mar t in ' s  
Gazeteer of V i r g i n i a  desc r ibes  S c o t t s v i l l e  a s  a  l i v e l y  p lace  i n  1838: 

"This p l acc  has improved r a p i d l y  i n  t h e  l a s t  4 yea r s ,  and i s  y e t  a  f l o u r i s h i n g  
v i l l a g e .  It con ta ins  120 houses, c h i e f l y  of b r i ck ;  one Wethodist and one Presby- 
t e r i a n  house of worship; a  male and a female school ,  and two Sunday schoo l s ,  n ine  
genera l  and f i v e  grocery  s t o r e s ,  and one apothecar ies  shop. The p r i n c i p a l  manu- 
f a c t u r e s  a r e  c l o t h i n g ,  l e a t h e r  shoes,  cab ine t  work, and earthenware. An inspec-  
t i o n  of  f l o u r  and tobacco is  e s t a b l i s h e d  i n  t h i s  p lace ,  of t h e  former t h e  average 
q u a n t i t y  . . . s o l d  is 35,000 b a r r e l s .  S c o t t s v i l l e  c a r r i e s  on an ex tens ive  t r a d e  
i n  f l o u r ,  bacon, b u t t e r ,  l a r d ,  and o t h e r  products wi th  t h e  coun t i e s  of Nelson, 

( Augusta, Rockbridge, Rockingham, Bath, Pendleton and Pocahontas; t h e s e  products  
a r e  exchanged f o r  g r o c e r i e s ,  gypsum, coa r se  co t ton  and woolen c l o t h s  and money. 
The market of S c o t t s v i l l e  is ready and tempting t o  t h e  producer,  t h e  on ly  f a u l t  
of i t s  e n t e r p r i s i n g  merchants being t h a t  they  ' - - i n t e r e s t i n g  s i d e l i g h t - - '  pay 
p r i c e s  too  l i b e r a l  f o r  t h e i r  own p rospe r i ty ,  and t h i s  cause has ,  on ly  l a t e l y ,  
given a  temporary check t o  t h e  r i s i n g  town. A t r i -weekly l i n e  of s t a g e s  passed 
through i t ,  communicating wi th  Richmond and Staunton. S c o t t s v i l l e ,  being s i t u a t -  
ed a t  t h e  extreme northwestern bend of  t h e  navigable water  of t h e  James River ,  
would probably acqu i re  an immense inc rease  of  t r a d e  i f  t h e  James and Kanawha i m -  
provement i s  c a r r i e d  i n t o  e f f e c t .  There i s  a  Savings i n s t i t u t i o n  '--bank--' i n  
the  town. I t  has  two r e s i d e n t  a t t o r n i e s  and fou r  r e g u l a r  phys ic ians ;  i t s  whole 
popula t ion  i s  about 600." 

S ince  the  l a t e  e igh teen th  cen tu ry ,  va r ious  e f f o r t s  had been made t o  improve nav iga t ion  
on the  Upper James. These e f f o r t s  culliiinated i n  1832 wi th  t h e  c h a r t e r i n g  o f  t h e  James 
River and Kanawha Canal Company, a  company with t h e  ambitious goa l  of  l inlcing Richmond 
wi th  the  Ohio River. The goal  was never  achicvcd,  but  a  sp lendid  c a n a l  systcm was 
cons t ruc ted  along t h e  James a s  f a r  west a s  t h e  Alleghenies .  The s e c t i o n  through S c o t t s -  
v i l l e  was o f f i c i a l l y  opened i n  J u l y  1840. The c o n s t r ~ l c t i o n  of t h e  cana l  gave S c o t t s -  
v i l l c  i t s  golden e r a .  Thc community became t h e  largest :  f l o u r  market i n  t h c  s t a t c ;  a -  
correspondent  w r i t i n g  i n  t h e  1850s mtnion a  t y p i c a l  day t h e   res sen be of  seventy  mountain 
wagons wa i t ing  t o  be loaded. It was dur ing  thi-s  period t h a t  many of t h e  e x i s t i n g  coro- 
merc ia l  and r e s i d e n t i a l  s t r u c t u r e s  werc e rec t ed .  . 
The C i v i l  IJar prec i -p i ta tcd  S c o t t s v i l l e ' s  slow but s t eady  dec l ine  a s  a  comn~ercial c e n t e r ,  
The coi:~munity canie i n t o  d i r e c t  con tac t  wi th  the  s t r u g g l e  i n  1865 when Ge.neraL P h i l i p  

(, Sheridan wi th  some 10,000 cava l ry  t roops p i l l a g e d  t h e  town. l i is primary goal  was t o  
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SIGNIFICANCE (Cont ' d. ) 

crreclc t h e  cana l  system. The S c o t t s v i l l e  s e c t i o n  was duly destroyed on March 6 ,  and 
n e a r l y  a l l  t h e  town's i n d u s t r i a l  bui ld ings :  t h e  woolen f a c t o r y ,  t h e  cand le  f a c t o r y ,  1 
the  f l o u r  m i l l ,  e t c .  were burned. I 

! 

The town recovered from the  war, but  i t  never again experienced t h e  p r o s p e r i t y  i t  
f o m e r l y  had known. The cana l  company never regained i t s  s t rength ,and  i n  1880 i t s  
proper ty  was s o l d  t o  t h e  Richmond and Alleghany Railroad which e rec t ed  i t s  t r a c k s  
on t h e  towpath. 

In  r ecen t  yea r s ,  S c o t t s v i l l e  has  seen l i t t l e  s i g n i f i c a n t  growth. Though served  by 
t h e  r a i l r o a d ,  t h e  James River  v a l l e y  i s  no longer  t h e  s t a t e ' s  main cormerc ia l  a r t e r y .  
This l a c k  of commercial a c t i v i t y ,  horuever, has been one of the  prime f a c t o r s  i n  t h e  
p rese rva t ion  of  t h e  town's h i s t o r i c a l  cha rac te r ,  This atmosphere, and indeed the  
ve ry  ex i s t ence  of t h e  torm, was threa tened  i n  t h e  p a s t  decade by two seve re  f loods .  
Tile f i r s t ,  i n  1969, came a s  t h e  r e s u l t  of  Hurricane Camille; t h e  second, e q u a l l y  
severe ,  was brought by Hurricane Agnes i n  1972. So c r i p p l i n g  were the  Floods t h a t  

( some thought was g iven  t o  abandoning t h e  lower p a r t  of t h e  town a l t o g e t h e r ,  but t h i s  
Idea was dismissed,  and a  slow but  s t eady  recovery has been made. I n  1976 two f i r e s ,  
w i th in  days of  one another ,  destroyed a  major commercial block i n  t h e  h e a r t  of t h e  
town, but  except  f o r  heavy damage t o  t h e  Methodist Church, no bu i ld ings  of a r c h i t e c t u r a l  
s i g n i f i c a n c e  were l o s t .  Through i t  a l l ,  S c o t t s v i l l e ,  with a  keen awareness of h i s  
h i s t o r y ,  has demonstrated a  t e n a c i t y  and a  w i l l  t o  surv ive .  






