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CHECK ONE CHECK ONE 

-MOVED DATE 

DESCRlaE THE PRESENT AND 6 R l G f ~ A t .  O F  KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 
The struct~re  known as tne Skevens Cottage was compleked on May 6, 1591 and s e w e d  a s  
the of f i ce  for t h e  newLy organized Shenandoah Land and Lmprovernent Company. William 

e design of the b u i l d i n g  
. Ir appears as a one-and- 

one-half-story c o t t z g e ,  but: i n  fac t  con ta in s  a f u l l  second f l o o r  w i t h  a t t i c  space above 
w i t h i n  t h e  roof of t h e  structure. A recess a t  the f i r s t  floor extends across the f r o n t  

(south); the gable p r o j e c t i n g  above creates  the e f fec t  of a porch, suppor ted  on shingle 
piers. 3 % ~  enornous gable is nut by a three-part window at t h e  second-floor l e v e l  and 
flanked by i n s e t  rectangular stucco panels r e s m b l i n g  half-timbering. A t  the a t t i c  
level, t h e  gable again projects  w i th  a s h i n g l e d  pediment face in l i n e  with the barge- 
boards,  

The window and door openings on the f i r s t  f loor  are oversized b u t  are in proportion to 
the large house confined w i t h i n  a c o t t a g e  Eom. The r=~indow sash are six-over-six. The 
f ron t  extrance door of oak has a large glass opening in the upper ha l f  a£ the door, 
f lanked by rec tangular  g lass  p a n e l s  w l t h  square g l a s s  blocks a t  zhe corners, S ix  ra ised-  
panel  m o d  b l o c k s  with raised ~01d i i l g . s  a r e  employed in t h e  lower h a l f  of t h e  door. A 
p~djmented gab le  extends r'rom t h e  west face of t h e  rmf and terminates in a three-sided 
bay window, Tbe on ly  major alteration t o  take p l a c e  on t h e  exterior was the  filling in 
o f  a;\ open porch at the r ~ o r t h r ~ e s c  corcer of t h e  house to provide a k i t chen  when t h e  
bui- ld ing was converted to a rssidence.  This porch was defined by arched openings to 
t h e  no r th  and west s ides ,  s imilzr  t o  th2 p i e r s  to t h e  front and still v i s i b l e  at the rear  
of t h e  house. 

TI2c f n t c r i o r  decora t lon  oE the b u i l d i n g  is typical of t h e  pe r iod ,  d a r k  grained  modw work 
of f se t  w i t h  l ight :  f l o r a l  d e s i g n  v r a l l p a ~ e r ,  I%e wondrcork is i n t ac t  and much oE the orig-  
i ~ a l  wallpaper i s  extaat, The door arc?Ltrave is a s j n g l e  member wi th  r e e d 4  c e n t e r ;  
s q u g r e  corner blocks w i t h  c i rcu la r  inse t s  complete thz door  ~oldings, 

Nont o f  t he  o r i g i n a l  f u r n i s h i n g s  purc5asmd f o r  t h e  Shenandoah Land and Improvement 
Company are in tile b u i l d i n g ,  l e r h a p s  t h e  most: i n t e r e s t i n g  feature Q E  t h e  i n t e r i o r  is 
the c o a l  steve in tke second-f 100r I la l l ,  Th i s  "Southern Oak" s t o v e  is a per iod  pfece 
reprcsentine the  flarrboyant "Victorian' '  s t y l e  as a p p l i e d  to an apparatus as utilitarian 
a s  a heatins unir. 

The only  significant in te r ior  a l t e r a ~ i . 0 3  was t h e  a d d i t i o n  of an entrance t o  the north 
corner rom from t h e  c e n t r a l  hall, accoq>lished a f t e r  t he  o f f i c e  becane a residence. 
A sctctj.on of the brick zason ry  chh.r.ey ar t h e  f i r s t - f  Loor level had t o  be removed to 
accom~zodate t h i s  cnt rancc .  
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SPECIFIC DATES May 6, 1891 (completed) !@%?@'ARCH'TE(IT William M. Toindexter - - I 
STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

The town of  Shenandoah, l i k e  numerous V i r g i n i a  Valley c o m u n i t i e s ,  experienced a "boom" ,'I 

period of  growth and i n d u s t r i a l  a c t i v i t y  i n  t h e  l a s t  qua r t e r  of the  n ine teen th  century .  I ,  
Before t h i s  however, Shenandoah was a mining and manufacturing center .  A t  Cather ine  
Furnace, s e v e r a l  m i l e s  no r th ,  i r o n  o r e  was melted wi th  charcoal ,  made i n t o  c a s t  i r o n  (pig 
i r o n )  as  e a r l y  as  1838, and t r a n s ~ o r t e d  t o  Shenandoah where i t  was made i n t o  bl.ooms a t  
t h i  Shenar'doah I r o n  Works. Between i861 and 1.865, t h e  Confederate govermenc b u i l t  and 
ope ra t ed  a gunpowder f a c t o r y  a t  Shenandoah on t h e  S o u f i ~  Fork of  the  Shenandoah River ,  ! ' 
which forms t h e  western boundary o f  the  torin. I n  1882, William t f i l n e s ,  J r C ,  a t  a c o s t  
of  $80C,000.00, e r e c t e d  t h e  Big Gem Cast  I ron  Furnace under t h e  t i t l e  of  the  Slirna~lcloah 
I r o n ,  Lumber, Mi.ning and Manufacturing Company. Shenandoah became known as  "The 1Jitt:;- 
burgh of the  Valley." 

The S!leirandoah Land and Improvement Company was organized i n  1890. At: t h e  f i r s t  meeting 'i 
of t h e  Ward of  D i rec to r s ,  i.t was decided t h a t  a sun "not t o  exceed $2,500.@il" should be 
eLlocated t o  c o n s t r u c t  t h e  company o f f i c e  a t  Shenandoah, The Washington, 11, !:. a rch i t ec t .  ' !  

1 > l o  Poindexi.er of  1505 Pennsylvania Avenue r.jas commissioned t o  <:raw plzns  f o r  the? 
o f f i c e ,  t h e  Hotel Shenandoah, the passenger s t a t i o n ,  and o the r  b u d d i n g s  i r ~  t h e  town t o  , 

handle t h e  expected growth. The handwri t ten s p e c i f i c a t i o n s  fo r  t h c  o f f i c e  s igncd by 
Poindexter  a r e  ex tan t .  The des igns  f c r  t h e  h o t e l  and s t a t i o n  were executed Ln t h e  s h i l i ~ l -  ' 
ed-Edwardian s t y l e ,  l ike .  t h e  o f f i c e .  Poindext:er i s  a l s o  l i s t e d  as t h e  des igner  of t h e  
o l d  S taze  L ib ra ry  i n  Richmond, now t h e  Finance Building. Unfor tunate ly ;  the hote l  wss 
destroyed by f i r e  i n  1391 and t h e  s c a t i o n  was never b u i l t .  I 

I 
I 

i ' 1  
The i and  T~nprovcment Company bought l a r g e  t r a c t s  of  land i n  the  ou t ly ing  d i . s t r i c t s  of t h e  

1 town 2nd conducted a survey of h e  e n t i r e  co rpora t e  l i m i t s  inc luding  the  Cm~pany ho1ding.s; 1 
t I 

s t r e e t s  and l o t s  were s t aked  o u t ,  a rr,ap drawn, and a spec tacu la r  land s a l e  conducted. 
The o r i g i n a l  niap i:: now i n  t h e  o f f i c e  of t h e  reorganized Shenandoah i and  and lmprovernent 
Company, which s a y  be one of  t h e  o l d e s t  companies of i t s  type  i n  t h e  country. 

The success  of t h e  coiitpany can b e s t  be descr ibed  wi th  an excerp t  from t h e  F i r s t  Annual , /  

IicFOrt i n  tile l<r,inute Book of  the  Company, da ted  >lay 1, 1892, "Koiotwithstanding t h e  g r e a t  'I 

depress ion  t h a t  has extended over  t h e  e n t i r e  country :or the  pas t  yea r ,  we a re  g lad  t o  
i 

i ,  

1 
r e p o r t  t h a t  t h e r e  bas been a g r a t i f y i n g  gzowth i n  t h e  town of  Shenandoah. Since t h e  
o rgan iza t ion  of  our  comp'tny t h e r e  have been b u i l t  and a r ?  tow under cons t ruc t ion  w i t h i n  
t h e  town 123 b u i l d i n s s :  Ihel1lngs--96,  Br?'.ck s t o r e  hollses--5, S t o r e s  and offic;es--14, i: 
Hctels--3,  Churches--3, 0cld F ' e l . l o~~s  Ha l l - - I ,  snd Livery stable--1." !; 

!I !i 
Ihe "boom" was shoxl: l i v e d ;  i n  1992 the  o f f i c e ,  r,o longer  serv ing  i t s  purpose, was s o l d  t o  
Nary and Edna St?.;ens, I n  l a t e r .  ycxrs  t h e  bu i ld ing  housed a newspaper, "The Herald of I 
Progress",  and dn.~+i.r,g t h e  l a t e  1 8 9 0 t s ,  n p r i v a t e  school  occupied t h e  bui ld ing .  Miss i4ary ! 
S t e . ~ c ~ l s  r e s ided  t h e r e  u n t i l  h e r  dea th  i n  1368. 

( see  con t inua t ion  shee t  #1) 
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7 .  DESCRIPTION - Correc t ion  5/19/78 

Paragraph 1, Sentence 3 ( l i n e  3) should be d e l e t e d  and replaced  with:  

The des ign  o f  t h e  bu i ld ing  exempl i f ies  t h e  Shingle S t y l e  of t h e  
Edwardian period.  

8 .  SIGNIFICANCE - Addendum 5/19/78 

The broad gable  above a  deeply  recessed  porch is  a  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  and s o p h i s t i c a t e d  
element of t h e  Shingle  S t y l e ,  appl ied  t o  a  house i n  c o t t a g e  form. It rep resen t s  
an unusual depa r tu re  from t h e  r e s i d e n t i a l  use most o f t e n  a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  t h i s  
s t y l e ,  a l though t h e  r e s i d e n t i a l  q u a l i t y  i s  evident  i n  t h e  s t r u c t u r e .  The 
c o t t a g e  remains a s  t h e  s o l e  su rv ivor  o f  the  bu i ld ings  cons t ruc ted  i n  Shenandoah 
i n  a n t i c i p a t i o n  of t h e  i n d u s t r i a l  "boom" which never m a t e r i a l i z e d . ,  






