


Erected in  the  mid-eighteenth century  as a one-s tory ,  hipped roof 
s t r u c t u r e  with r e a r  a p s i d a l  e l l ,  the  Isle of Wight County Court Houm 
was ex tens ive ly  a l t e r e d  around 1812 when i t  was converted i n t o  a 
p r i v a t e  residence.  A t  t h a t  time the  T-shaped plan was r e t a ined ,  but  
an upper s t o r y  was added wi th  gable roof and dormers. 
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k7. DESCRIPTION 

Now res to red  t o  i t s  b r i g i n a l  appearance, the  Main S t r e e t  (south)  facade 
c o n s i s t s  of a f u l l - l e n g t h ,  five-bay arcaded porch wi th  rooms behind, 
covered by a hipped roof.  The gable roof on the  r e a r  e l l  ends i n  a 
con ica l  shape t o  fol low the  curve i n  the  wa l l  below. The b r i c k  is l a i d  
In Flemish bond above, and English bond below* the  beveled b r i c k  wa te r t ab l  
The porch a rches  and segmental a rches  of the  s i d e  and rear windows a r e  
cons t ruc ted  of gauged, rubbed br ick .  T a l l  b r i c k  chimney s t a c k s  r i s e  
from e i t h e r  end of the  Main S t r e e t . r e c t a n g l e  and a r e  set p a r t i a l l y  
i n t o  the  w a l l ,  i n t e r r u p t i n g  the  wooden modillioned cornice .  The i n t e r i o r  
wa l l s  and r e v e a l s  of the  arcaded porch a r e  p l a s t e r e d .  The only adornment 
on the  inne r  w a l l  i s  t h e  F e d e r a l i s t  doorway, e rec ted  when the  c o u r t  
hoilse was converted i n t o  a res idence  i n  1812 and allowed t o  remain as 
a p a r t  of the  r e s t o r a t i o n .  During the  r e s t o r a t i o n  the  evidence f o r  the  
present  a rcade  was d i s c w e r e d  a s  was the  o r i g i n a l  framing f o r  the  
hipped roof .  

The i n t e r i o r  p l an  c o n s i s t s  of one l a r g e  courtroom, now a meeting room, 
running the  f u l l  length  of the  bui ld ing ,  front- to-back,  wi th  the  former 
judgeand  jury room8,to e i ther , s ,Ade o f  the  courtroom, i y e d i a t e l y  behind 

' the  arcaded porch. The c i r i u i i r  e n d i f '  €66 & ~ r ~ r o 6 m " " ~ s :  once' the  
loca t ion  of the  judge's bench; the  lower h a l f  of the  wall i n  t h i s  end 
is paneled,  and a turned b a l u s t e r  r a i l i n g  de f ines  t h i s  aemi-c i rcular  
a rea .  Elsewhere i n  the  room, a simple c h a i r  rail  and deep a r c h i t r a v e  
door framings are the  only accente.  The two small  rooms have o r i g i n a l  
window framings wi th  paneled reveals .  
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STATEMENT O F  IIOUIFICANCL 

I n  1752 the  town of Smithfield w a s  incorporated,  and the  county 
s e a t  t r a n s f e r r e d  t h e r e  from i t s  previous loca t ion  on the  Glebe Farm, 
two mi les  west of Smithfield.  Three b r i c k  bu i ld ings  were e rec ted :  
t h e  c o u r t  house, j a i l ,  and c i e r k ' s  o f f i c e ,  a l l  of which remain. I n  . 
1800, i t  was decided t o  move the  c o u r t  house t o  the  c e n t e r  of the  
county and he re  the  present  county s e a t ,  I s l e  of Wight,was e s t ab l i shed .  

Af ter  the  county s e a t  was t r ans fe r red  t o  I s l e  of Wight, t he  former 
c o u r t  house i n  Smithfield was converted i n t o  a res idence  (about 1812). 
Res tora t ion  work was begun i n  1938 by the  newly-formed I s l e  of 
Wight Branch o f  the  Associat ion f o r  the  Preservat ion  of Virg in ia  
A n t i q u i t i e s .  By 1961 the  o ld  cour t  house had been completely 
r e s to red .  The s t r u c t u r e ' s  porch arcade  and T-shaped p lan  p lace  i t  i n  
the  unique group of eighteenth-century Vi rg in ia  c o u r t  houses, 
i n c l u d i a g ' t h o s e  i n  Hahwer,..King W i l l i a m ;  Charles  C i t y , a n d  Richmond 
count ies .  .. . 
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Boddie, John Bennett, Seventeenth Century Isle of Wight County, Virginia, 
(Chicago, 1938). 

Morrison, Col. E. M., Isle of Wight County, 1608-1907. (Published for 
Jamestown 300th Anniversary Celebration). 
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As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na- 
1 bereby certify thst thls  proprty i. Included in the 

tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public IAW 

89665) .  1 hereby nominate this  property for inclusion 
N a t i w l  Register. 

in the National Regieter end certify that i t  has been 

evaluated according to the criteria and procehrea s e t  
forth by the National Park Service. l'he recommended Chief. OMlcs of Archeofo#y and  H l a t a i c  Preaervatlm 
level of significance of this nomination is: 
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