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Greene County Court House and its flanking jail and clerk's office (the
latter destroyed) on the east and west respectively were completed by
William B. Phillips in 1838. The two-story, gable roof court building was
laid in Flemish bond with the nineteenth-century characteristic of thin,
beaded mortar joints and even queen closers along some of the window
openings and the corners of the building. The three-bay, gable end front
has a pedimented tetra-style portico addition using Tuscan columns and a
Roman Doric entablature. The entablature continues completely around the
building and entirely surrounds the interior of the porch; wide pilasters
match the columns on the facade of the building proper. The windows are
framed rather simply with a corner block at either end of the lintels.

The interior has been lightly garnished in Colonial Revival which may also
explain the exterior cupola, but the gallery, with its attractive twin
stairs and elliptical curve extending over approximately two-thirds of its
span, adds a modest sense of sophistication to thé court room.

Except for wooden 'High School" auditorium seats and an exterior iron fence
brought in for railing, the changes have not been harsh to Greene County
Court House. Surprisingly, the portico, added in 1927-28, has enhanced the
quality of the building and continues the spirit of the eclectic nineteenth
century, an unusual occurance in any addition which arrives ninety years
later. It is unfortunate that the clerk's office has been torn down, but
its replacement is not really obtrusive and does balance the unadorned
brick jail which stands at the opposite flank.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE
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Greene County was formed from Orange County in 1838 and named for General
Nathaniel Greene, the Revolutionary War soldier. The land for the court
house, clerk's office, and jail was donated by Captain William Stanard,
the founder of the town which became the county seat and was called
Stanardsville. Originally built in 1839 at a cost of $6,832, the court
house did not take on its present appearance until the portico and columna
were added in 1927-28. The county records are complete with the exception
of Deed Book One. Governor Alexander Spotswood and his Knights of the
Golden Horseshoe rode through this area in 1716 on their way to the crest
of the Blue Ridge Mountains.

This complex of buildings, complimented by a nineteenth-century church
across the street, is separated from the main highway by over a block
and represents the high standardsof excellence which are repeated with
amazing consistency in Virginia's courthouse groupings.
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. STATE LIATGON OFFICER CERTIFICATION

iU NATIONAL REGISTER VERIFICATION .

As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na-
tional Historic Pregervation Act of 1966 (Public Law
B9-665), 1 hereby nominate this property for inclusion
in the National Register and certify that it has been
evaluated according to the criteria and procedutes set
forth by the National Park Service. The recommended
level of significance of this nomination is:
National [ State Local [

I hereby certify that this property is included in the

National Register.

Chief, Office of Archeology and Historic Preservation

Date

Name

ATTEST:

Dr. Edward P. Alexander, Chairman
Title Virginia Historic Landmarks Commi#sion

Keeper of The National Regiater

Date Date
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U.5.G.S. 7' quadrangle (Scale: 1:24,000)
Stanardsville, Va. (1964)
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