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Greene County Court House and i t s  f l ank ing  j a i l  and c l e r k ' s  o f f i c e  ( the  
l a t t e r  des t royed)  on t h e  e a s t  and west r e s p e c t i v e l y  were completed by 
William B. P h i l l i p s  i n  1838. The two-story,  gable roof c o u r t  bu i ld ing  was 
l a i d  i n  Flemish bond wi th  t h e  n ine teenth-century  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  of  t h i n ,  
beaded mortar j o i n t s  and even queen c l o s e r s  a long some of  the  window 
openings and t h e  co rne r s  of  the  bui ld ing .  The three-bay, gable  end f r o n t  
has  a pedimented t e t r a - s t y l e  p o r t i c o  a d d i t i o n  us ing  Tuscan columns and a 
Roman Doric e n t a b l a t u r e .  The e n t a b l a t u r e  cont inues  completely around the  
bu i ld ing  and e n t i r e l y  surrounds t h e  i n t e r i o r  o f  the  porch; wide p i l a s t e r s  
match t h e  columns on t h e  facade of  t h e  bu i ld ing  proper.  The windows a r e  
framed r a t h e r  simply wi th  a co rne r  block a t  e i t h e r  end of the  l i n t e l s .  
The i n t e r i o r  has been l i g h t l y  garnished i n  Colonia l  Revival which may a l s o  

1 e x p l a i n  t h e  e x t e r i o r  cupola,  bu t  the  g a l l e r y ,  w i th  i t s  a t t r a c t i v e  twin 
s t a i r s  and e l l i p t i c a l  curve extending over  approximately two-thirds o f  its 
span,  adds a modest sense  o f  soph iS t i ca t ion  t o  t h e  c o u r t  room. 

CONDITION 

Except f o r  wooden "High School" auditor ium s e a t s  and an e x t e r i o r  i r o n  fence 
brought i n  f o r  r a i l i n g ,  the  changes have not  been harsh t o  Greene County 
Court House. Su rp r i s ing ly ,  the  p o r t i c o ,  added i n  1927-28, has enhanced the 
q u a l i t y  of t h e  b u i l d i n g  and cont inues  the  s p i r i t  of  the  e c l e c t i c  n ine teen th  
cen tu ry ,  a n  unusual  occurance i n  any a d d i t i o n  which a r r i v e s  n i n e t y  yea r s  
l a t e r .  I t  is unfor tunate  t h a t  t h e  c l e r k ' s  o f f i c e  has  been t o r n  down, bu t  
i ts  replacement i s  n o t  r e a l l y  ob t rus ive  and does balance t h e  unadorned 
b r i c k  jai l  which s t a n d s  a t  t h e  oppos i te  f lank .  
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Greene County w a s  formed from Orange County i n  1838 and named f o r  General 
Nathaniel  Greene, the  Revolutionary War s o l d i e r .  The land f o r  the  c o u r t  
house, c l e r k ' s  o f f i c e ,  and jail w a s  donated by Captain William Stanard,  
t h e  founder of the  town which became the  county s e a t  and was c a l l e d  
S t a n a r d s v i l l e .  Or ig ina l ly  b u i l t  i n  1839 a t  a c o s t  of $6,832, the  c o u r t  
house d i d  no t  take  on its present  appearance u n t i l  the  p o r t i c o  and colunmS 
were added i n  1927-28. The county records a r e  complete wi th  t h e  except ion  
o f  Deed Book One. Governor Alexander Spotswood and h i s  Knights o f  the  
Golden Horseshoe rode through t h i s  a r e a  i n  1716 on t h e i r  way t o  t h e  c r e s t  
o f  the  Blue Ridge Mountains. 
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This  complex o f  bu i ld ings ,  complimented by a n ine teenth-century  church 
a c r o s s  t h e  s t r e e t ,  is separa ted  from the  main highway by over a block 
and rep resen t s  t h e  high standardsof excel lence  which are repeated wi th  
amazing cons is tency i n  Vi rg in ia ' s  courthouse groupings. 
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