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1. Name 

historic -- Surr,y County Courthouse.. . .--- -- 

and,or common Surry County Courthouse Compl ex  (preferred)  (DHL F i l e  # 308-8) 

2, Location 

street & number VA Route 10 
-. - - - - - - -. -. - -, M A n o t  for publication 

city, town - N/Avicinity of 

state V i r g i n i a  code 5 1  county Su rry code 181 

3. Classification 
Category Ownership 
- district public 

Status Present Use 
occupied - agriculture - museum 

-x- building(s) - private - unoccupied - commercial - park 
- structure both -- work in progress - educational - private residence 
-- site Public Acquis i t ion Accessible - entertainment - religious 
- object - in process - yes: restricted A government - scientific 

- being considered -.J. yes: unrestricted - industrial - transportation 

N/ A no - military - other: 

name -- S u r r y - C o u n t y B o a r d o f  Supervisors c/o Mr. M. SherlockHolmes 

street & number Route 1, Box 28 A 
. A--- -..-,- p-- 

city, town D i  s p u t a n t a  NLAvicinity ot VA state 23842 

5. EocaWion of Legal Description 

courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. --- - ,---- Sury  - County-Courthouse . - 

street & number N / A  -- - .------ ---. . -- --.---.---. ---- 

city, town Su r r y  state V i r g i n i a  

title H A B S I  has this property been determined eligible? - yes -- X no - - . ..------ -- - . - - --- -.. .- -- . -. . -. . 

S u r r y  County Clerk's Office, 1958 
.. X -  federal state - county local da'e .-,- S~ryCount~.G&!r thouse ,.1969 --.--- -- - -.- , .. ---- .--- ..-------- - .  ---. 

depositary for survey records Library o f  Congress -,----. . / . . - - - ..- . .-. - - --.--- - 

city, town Washington 
-..-.------ -.---------- -- stale - DC . - - - - . - , . - . . . -.. - . ~ . -. - - . -- 



7. Description 

Co dition Check one 
Aexcel lent  -deteriorated . _  unaltered '=P+"' . - orlglnal One s~te 
- good - ruins _X altered - moved date N/A -- 

- fair - unexposed 
- - -- . - - -- - - - - .- -- - -- - . - - 

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance 

SUMMARY DESCRIPTION 

The S u r r y  County Courthouse complex i s  p r o m i n e n t l y  s i t e d  on VA Route 10 a t  S u r r y  C o u r t  House. 
The complex c o n s i s t s  o f  t h e  c o u n t y  cour thouse,  o l d  c l e r k ' s  o f f i c e ,  VPI E x t e n s i o n  o f f i c e ,  t h e  
Commonwealth A t t o r n e y ' s  o f f i c e ,  t h e  Commissioner o f  Revenue's o f f i c e ,  a  s t o r a g e  b u i l d i n g ,  
a  Confederate  memor ia l ,  and general district court building. The focal pint of the 
complex is the two-story brick, classical revival cou-thouse erected in 1923 after the 
plans of the architect, G.R. Berryman. All properties but the storage building, which 
is less than fifty years old, contribute to the historical value ~f t?e complex, which 
includes six contributing buildings, one contributing object, and one non-contributing 
structure. 

ARCHITECTURAL ANALYSIS 

The main s t r u c t u r e  i n  t h e  S u r r y  County complex i s  t h e  n e o - c l a s s i c a l - s t y l e  cour thouse.  The 
b u i l d i n g  was e r e c t e d  i n  1923 t o  r e p l a c e  a  1907 s t r u c t u r e  t h a t  burned. The p r e s e n t  cour thouse  
bears a  s t r o n g  s t y l i s t i c  s i m i l a r i t y  t o  i t s  immediate p redecessor .  L i k e  t h e  1907 b u i l d i n g ,  
t h e  1923 cour thouse  i s  a  t w o - s t o r y  b r i c k  e d i f i c e  covered b y  a  s h a l l o w  h i p  r o o f .  The seven-bay, 
s t r e t c h e r - b o n d  e d i f i c e  has a  h e x a s t y l e  I o n i c  p o r t i c o  t h a t  dominates i t s  n o r t h  facade.  The 
1907 cour thouse  a l s o  had a  s t y l i s t i c a l l y  s i m i l a r  p o r t i c o .  The p o r t i c o  s h e l t e r s  t h e  main 
en t rance  which c o n s i s t s  o f  a  segmental a r c h  open ing w i t h  a  f a n l i g h t  and pane led doub le  doors.  
The 1907 b u i l d i n g  had s i m i l a r  open ings.  The f e n e s t r a t i o n  o f  t h e  f i r s t  s t o r y  c o n s i s t s  o f  f l a t  
a r c h  openings w i t h  616 hung-sash windows. The second-s to ry  f e n e s t r a t i o n  under  t h e  p o r t i c o  
c o n s i s t s  o f  round  a r c h  openings w i t h  hung-sash windows. F l a t  a r c h  openings w i t h  6/15 hung-sash 
windows f l a n k  t h e  p o r t i c o .  The t r e a t m e n t  o f  t h e  f a c a d e ' s  f e n e s t r a t i o n  i s  based on t h a t  found 
on t h e  1907 b u i l d i n g .  The p r e s e n t  cour thouse  f r e i z e  bears  t h e  i n s c r i p t i o n ,  " S u r r y  County 
Cour t  House." A sma l l  p a r a p e t  t o p s  t h e  e n t a b l a t u r e .  Wh i le  t h e  1907 s t r u c t u r e  had a  cupo la ,  
t h e  1923 b u i l d i n g  l a c k s  one. On t h e  n o r t h e a s t  c o r n e r  o f  t h e  cour thouse  i s  t h e  b u i l d i n g ' s  
c o r n e r s t o n e  w i t h  t h e  i n s c r i p t i o n ,  " J e f f e r s o n  Lodge No. 65, A.F. & A.M. ,  1923." 

The e a s t  and west  ends o f  t h e  b u i l d i n g  a r e  two bays deep. F e n e s t r a t i o n  c o n s i s t s  o f  616 
hung-sash windows w i t h i n  f l a t  a r c h  open ings.  The r e a r  ( s o u t h )  e l e v a t i o n  has on i t s  f i r s t  
s t o r y  f l a t  a r c h  openings w i t h  6 /6  hung-sash windows and round a r c h  openings w i t h  hung sash on 
t h e  second s t o r y .  Two post -1923 a d d i t i o n s  p r o j e c t  f rom t h e  r e a r  of t h e  b u i l d i n g :  a  o n e - s t o r y  
u n p i e r c e d  b r i c k  s t r u c t u r e  t h a t  houses c o u n t y  reco rds ,  and a  o n e - s t o r y  enclosed rear en-trance porch. 

The f o c a l  p o i n t  o f  t h e  cour thouse  i n t e r i o r  i s  t h e  main  cour t room.  The room r e t a i n s  i t s  
o r i g i n a l  j u d g e ' s  bench, b a r ,  a u d i t o r i u m  and j u r y  s e a t i n g .  T y p i c a l  o f  e a r l i e r  V i r g i n i a  
cour thouses,  t h e  j u d g e ' s  bench i s  c o n t a i n e d  w i t h i n  a  recessed a r c h .  O the r  cour thouse  spaces 
o r i g i n a l  t o  t h e  1923 b u i l d i n g  such as t h e  c l e r k ' s  o f f i c e  and a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  o f f i c e s ,  have 
been remodeled. 

Stand ing t o  t h e  n o r t h  o f  t h e  2 0 t h - c e n t u r y  cour thouse  i s  t h e  o l d  c l e r k ' s  o f f i c e ,  now t h e  
maintenance s u p e r v i s o r ' s  o f f i c e .  B u i l t  i n  1825-26 b y  John P. Hopkins,  t h e  c l e r k ' s  o f f i c e  i s  
a  one-s tory ,  th ree-bay,  g a b l e - r o o f  b u i l d i n g  e r e c t e d  i n  t h r e e - c o u r s e  American bond b r i c k .  The 
facade ( s o u t h  e l e v a t i o n )  c o n t a i n s  t h e  main  open ing t h a t  i s  f l a n k e d  b y  9 /9  hung-sash windows. 
Both t h e  e a s t  and west  e l e v a t i o n s  a r e  unp ie rced .  The n o r t h  ( r e a r )  e l e v a t i o n  has t h r e e  
s y m m e t r i c a l l y  spaced 919 hung-sash windows. A l l  openings have f l a t  a r c h  heads. The c l e r k ' s  
o f f i c e  i s  covered b y  a  s l a t e  s h i n g l e  r o o f .  The i n t e r i o r  has been remodeled f o r  t h e  b u i l d i n g ' s  
use as c o u n t y  o f f i c e  space. 

(See C o n t i n u a t i o n  Sheet # 1 ) 



8. Significance 

Period Areas of Significance--Check and justify below 
prehistoric archeology-Prehistoric . community planning . landscape architecture religion 
14012-1499 archeology-historic conservation law science 

- 1500-1599 agriculture . _~ economics literature sculpture 
_ _  1600-1699 .X architecture education . military social: 
- 1700-1799 art engineering - -  music humanitarian 

1800-1899 . commerce exploration~settlement - philosophy t h e a t e r  
A 190C- communications industry . Y  politics,government - transportation 

_ invention .- other (specify) 
1 8 2 5 - 2 6  .. ~ ~ ~ ~~ ~ ~ ~ . ~ ~ ~~. J o h n  P. H o p k i o s 9 L d C l e r U - l l f f - i c e  

Specific dates Builder'Architect G ~ .  R Berryman :- - c ~ u ~ r ~ ~ u . s e -  - -  1923~ . ~ ~~ ~ ~ ~ .~ ~ - . ~ .  . 

Statement of Significance ( in one paragraph) 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

The n e o - c l a s s i c a l  S u r r y  County Courthouse i s  a  v i s u a l l y  p rominen t  landmark i n  t h e  sma l l  c o u r t  
house town o f  S u r r y .  The t w o - s t o r y ,  b r i c k  b u i l d i n g  was e r e c t e d  i n  1923 a f t e r  a  f i r e  d e s t r o y e d  
a  1907 cour thouse  on t h e  same s i t e .  Designed b y  t h e  a r c h i t e c t  G . R .  Berryman t o  resemble t h e  
b u i l d i n g  which i t  r e p l a c e d ,  t h e  cour thouse  i s  t h e  seventh  s t r u c t u r e  t o  se rve  t h e  c o u n t y  s i n c e  
i t s  f o r m a t i o n  i n  1652. An e a r l i e r  c l e r k ' s  o f f i c e ,  e r e c t e d  i n  1825-26, s tands  as p a r t  o f  a  
sma l l  complex o f  b u i l d i n g s  near  t h e  cour thouse.  It i s  one o f  t h e  v e r y  few e a r l y  1 9 t h - c e n t u r y ,  
f r e e - s t a n d i n g  c l e r k ' s  o f f i c e s  s t i l l  s u r v i v i n g  i n  t h e  Commonwealth. The cour thouse  and 
su r round ing  b u i l d i n g s ,  t o g e t h e r  w i t h  a  1909 Confederate  Memoria l ,  c o n t r i b u t e  t o  t h e  comp lex ' s  
ambiance as a  q u i n t e s s e n t i a l  e a r l y  2 0 t h - c e n t u r y  V i r g i n i a  cour thouse  g roup ing .  

HISTORICAL BACKGROUND 

A c o u r t  has been h e l d  i n  S u r r y  County s i n c e  1652 when t h a t  p a r t  o f  James City County l y i n g  
sou th  o f  t h e  James R i v e r  was des igna ted  as t h e  County o f  ~ u r r y . 1  The o r i g i n a l  c o u n t y  
boundary ex tended s o u t h  t o  t h e  N o r t h  C a r o l i n a  l i n e  and i n c l u d e d  a l l  o f  p resen t -day  Sussex, 
Brunswick,  and G r e e n s v i l l e  c o u n t i e s  t o  t h e  southwest .  The p r e s e n t  cour thouse  i s  t h e  c o u n t y ' s  
seventh cour thouse  b u i l d i n g  a t  i t s  f o u r t h  s i t e .  The f i r s t  cou r thouse  s tood  a t  Wareneck, now 
c a l l e d  O ld  Courthouse Corners  where c o u r t  was h e l d  f rom 1652 u n t i l  1728. Due t o  t h e  growth 
o f  t h e  c o u n t y  away f rom Wareneck, t h e  s i t e  o f  t h e  c o u n t y  c o u r t  was l a t e r  moved t o  L i t t l e t o n  
i n  what i s  t o d a y  Sussex County. The c r e a t i o n  o f  Sussex i n  1754 f o r c e d  t h e  r e l o c a t i o n  o f  t h e  
S u r r y  County Courthouse t o  a  s i t e  j u s t  e a s t  o f  Wareneck c a l l e d  Troopers .  

By 1797 c o u n t y  t r a f f i c  as  w e l l  as s e t t l e m e n t  p a t t e r n s  had changed and Macintosh's Crossroads,  
now Sur ry ,  became t h e  f o u r t h  s i t e  o f  S u r r y  C o u n t y ' s  s e a t  o f  government. No p i c t o r i a l  
ev idence s u r v i v e s  o f  these  c o l o n i a l  cour thouses.  I t  i s  r e c o r d e d  i n  t h e  W.P.A. Survey o f  t h e  
A r c h i t e c t u r e  o f  S u r r y  County t h a t  t h e  cour thouse  a t  Troopers  o f  ca.  1754 was a  wooden 
s t r u c t u r e  r e p l a c e d  i n  1766-1767 b y  one b u i l t  o f  b r i c k .  O u t l i v i n g  i t s  u s e f u l n e s s  as a  
cour thouse b y  n e a r l y  a  c e n t u r y , t h e  l a t t e r  s t r u c t u r e  was d e s t r o y e d  b y  f i r e  i n  1887. 

On September 23, 1796, Rober t  MacIntosh,  who opera ted  a  t a v e r n  and i n n  d i r e c t l y  o p p o s i t e  t h e  
s i t e  o f  t h e  p r e s e n t  cour thouse,  donated two ac res  o f  l a n d  t o  t h e  c o u n t y  f o r  t h e  b u i l d i n g  o f  a  
new c o u n t y  cour thouse.  MacIn tosh a l s o  served as t h e  b u i l d i n g ' s  c o n t r a c t o r .  F o l l o w i n g  t h e  
sess ion  o f  t h e  f i r s t  c o u r t ,  h e l d  t h e r e  on A p r i l  25, 1797, t h e  b u i l d i n g  served t h e  c o u n t y  
u n t i l  1895 when i t  was t o r n  down t o  make way f o r  a  l a r g e r  s t r u c t u r e .  Photographs show t h e  
b u i l d i n g  t o  have been a  s m a l l ,  v e r n a c u l a r  o n e - s t o r y  s t r u c t u r e  t h a t ,  u n l i k e  t h e  p r e s e n t  
b u i l d i n g  faced  west  r a t h e r  t h a n  n o r t h .  The 1797 cour thouse  formed p a r t  o f  a  complex t h a t  
c o n s i s t e d  o f  a  c l e r k ' s  o f f i c e ,  j a i l  and s a l t h o u s e  o f  t h i s  1 9 t h - c e n t u r y  g roup ing ,  o n l y  t h e  o l d  
c l e r k ' s  o f f i c e  s u r v i v e s .  

(See C o n t i n u a t i o n  Sheet # 2  ) 



9. Major Bibliosra~hical References - - - - - -  

Boddie, John B. C o l o n i a l  S u r r y .  Mounta in  View ( C a l i f . ) :  P u b l i s h e d  b y  t h e  a u t h o r ,  1959. 
Kornwol f ,  James 0. Guide t o  t h e  B u i l d i n g s  o f  S u r r y  and t h e  American R e v o l u t i o n .  S u r r y :  - .  B i c e n t e n n i a l  Coriiai t t e e .  1977. . . 
S u r r y  County Board of Superv i so rs .  M inu tes ,  1922-1923. 

10. Geographical Data 
Acreage of nominated property 2 acres  . . 
Quadrangle name S u r r y  . V l  r ~ l n i a  
UTM References 

Am 1 3 1 3 1 5 1 ~ 1 9 1 0 J  14111111141710)  
Zone Easting Northing 

Quadrangle scale 1 :2@00 

Zone Easting Northlng 
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Verbal boundary descr ipt ion and  just i f icat ion 1 he noml n a t e d  p r o p e r t y  c o n s i s t s  o f  approximate1 y 2 
acres .  The boundar ies  a r e  drawn t o  i n c l u d e  t h e  cour thouse,  o l d  c l e r k ' s  o f f i c e ,  c o u n t y  
e x t e n s i o n  o f f i c e ,  t h e  Commonwealth's A t t o r n e y ' s  o f f i c e ,  t h e  Commissioner o f  Revenue's o f f i c e ,  
the general district court building, a storage building and a Confederate memorial, All --- 

List a l l  s tates and count ies for propert ies overlapping state or county boundaries (See C o n t i n u a t i o n  Sheet#> 

state N/ A code county N/A - code -- 

state N/ A code county N/A code 

11. Form Prepared By 

nameititie D i v i s i o n  o f  H i s t o r i c  Landmarks S t a f f  . -~ 

organization D i v i s i o n  o f  H i s t o r i c  Landmarks date 1985 - ---..p-.p. ~ - 

street a number 2 2 1  Governor S t r e e t  - . - - - -- -- telephone (804) 786-3143 
- -- .- - - 

city or town Richmond state V i r g i n i a  23219 

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification 
The evaluated significance of this property within the state is: 

national -x state local 

AS the desianated State Historic Preservation Officer for the#ational iiistoric Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 8% 
665). 1 here& nomlnale thls property lor lncluslon In the Register and certlly that it has been evaluated 
accordma to the crlterla and procedures Set forth by the . - - 

d+ "-;,II.cc_ / - State Historic Preservation Officer signature ~. ~~-~ --- ~. --- 

H. Bryan M i  t c h e l l  , D i r e c t o r  
D i v i s i o n  o f  H i s t o r i c  Landmarks date 

For NPS use only 
I hereby certify that this property is included in the National Register 

date 

Keeper of the National Register 
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7. DESCRIPTION - A r c h i t e c t u r a l  A n a l y s i s  

The V P I  E x t e n s i o n  o f f i c e  i s  s i t u a t e d  d i r e c t l y  beh ind  t h e  ma in  cour thouse.  The one-s to ry ,  
s t r e t c h e r - b o n d  b r i c k  b u i l d i n g  was e r e c t e d  f o r  the county i n  ca. 1907. The facade north elevation) 
c o n t a i n s  t h e  main  e n t r a n c e  wh ich  c o n s i s t s  o f a r o u n d  a r c h  open ing w i t h  a  s i n g l e  door  topped b y  
a  transom. The door  i s  f l a n k e d  b y  round  a r c h  openings w i t h  6/15 hung-sash windows. The 
rema in ing  e l e v a t i o n 5  a l l  have s i m i l a r  openings and sash. The b u i l d i n g  i s  covered b y  a  
standing-seam, shee t  me ta l  r o o f .  The i n t e r i o r  has been a l t e r e d  t o  conform t o  i t s  p r e s e n t  
use. 

Located i m m e d i a t e l y  t o  t h e  e a s t  o f  t h e  VPI E x t e n s i o n  o f f i c e  i s  a  s t o r a g e  b u i l d i n g ,  f o r m e r l y  
t h e  j a i l ,  a  o n e - s t o r y  c i n d e r  b l o c k  s t r u c t u r e  covered b y  a  g a b l e  r o o f .  I t  i s  l e s s  t h a n  f i f t y  
years  o l d  and does n o t  c o n t r i b u t e  t o  t h e  h i s t o r i c  c h a r a c t e r  o f  t h e  complex. 

The Commissioner o f  Revenue's o f f i c e  i s  s i t u a t e d  t o  t h e  west  o f  t h e  VPI E x t e n s i o n  o f f i c e .  I t  
i s  a  o n e - s t o r y  f rame s t r u c t u r e  sheathed i n  weatherboards and covered b y  a  gab le  r o o f .  The 
main (wes t )  e l e v a t i o n  c o n t a i n s  t h e  s i n g l e  door ,  p r i n c i p a l  en t rance .  An a d d i t i o n a l  ent rance,  
w i t h o u t  s teps,  i s  found  on t h e  e a s t  e l e v a t i o n .  A l l  openings have 616 hung-sash windows. The 
s t r u c t u r e  has a  standing-seam, shee t  me ta l  r o o f .  Sawn b r a c k e t s  r u n  a l o n g  t h e  eaves. 

To t h e  e a s t  o f  t h e  E x t e n s i o n  o f f i c e  i s  t h e  wood-frame Commonwealth A t t o r n e y ' s  o f f i c e .  The 
weatherboard s t r u c t u r e  i s  o n e - s t o r y  h i g h  and i s  covered b y  a  g a b l e  r o o f .  The main, t h r e e - b a y  
s e c t i o n  has a  standing-seam shee t  me ta l  covered r o o f  w h i l e  a  l a t e r  one-bay a d d i t i o n  has 
compos i t i on  s h i n g l e s .  Each s e c t i o n  has a  s i n g l e  door  open ing and 6 / 6  sash windows. 

To the south of the Commonwealth Attorney's office is the General District Court - Juvenile 
and Domstic R5lations Court building. The one-story, wood-frame structure was originally 
built as tke Surry Academy i3 ca. 1840. The interior has been altered for its use as 
a courts related building. 

A Civil War memrial statue stands to the north of the,courthouse. It was erected by 
the Confedsrate Memorial Association of Surry County in 1909. The metal statue consists 
of a uniformed soldier standing on a large granite plinth. Piles of cannon balls flank 
the mnuwntwhich is set in a round brick circle. 

The green in front of the courthouse has trees that appear to date from the early 20th 
century. A wooden rail fence, documented in a pre-fire photograph of the 1907 courthouse, 
is no longer standing. 
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8. STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE -- H i s t o r i c a l  Background 

"The b u i l d i n g  o f  a  house f o r  t h e  use o f  t h e  c l e r k  o f  t h i s  c o u r t "  was a u t h o r i z e d  b y  S u r r y  
Cour t  i n  May, 1825. John P.  Hopkins was t h e  c o n t r a c t o r  and b y  May, 1826, t h e  b u i l d i n g  was 
ready f o r  occupa t ion .  The s t r u c t u r e  served as a  c o u n t y  c l e r k ' s  o f f i c e  u n t i l  1895 when a  
f i r e p r o o f  v a u l t  i n  t h e  new cour thouse  became t h e  d e p o s i t o r y  f o r  t h e  c o u n t y ' s  r e c o r d s .  I t  has 
s i n c e  served a  w ide  v a r i e t y  o f  uses i n c l u d i n g  home o f  b o t h  t h e  S u r r y  C a v a l r y  and t h e  S u r r y  
Chapter o f  t h e  U n i t e d  Daughters o f  t h e  Confederacy,  t h e  c o u n t y  w e l f a r e  o f f i c e ,  t h e  c o u n t y  
p l a n n e r ' s  o f f i c e  and p r e s e n t l y  t h e  c o u n t y  maintenance o f f i c e .  

The cour thouse  b u i l t  i n  1895 t o  r e p l a c e  t h e  smal l  1797 b r i c k  s t r u c t u r e  burned i n  1906 and was 
r e p l a c e d  b y  a  t w o - s t o r y ,  n e o - c l a s s i c a l - s t y l e  b u i l d i n g  d i s t i n g u i s h e d  b y  a  t w o - s t o r y  I o n i c  
p o r t i c o .  U n f o r t u n a t e l y ,  i n  1922, t h i s  b u i l d i n g  a l s o  burned and was r e p l a c e d  b y  t h e  p r e s e n t  
1923 b u i l d i n g .  

Accord ing t o  t h e  January  23, 1923 m inu tes  o f  t h e  Board o f  Superv i so rs ,  " G . R .  Berryman, 
a r c h i t e c t ,  c o n t r a c t e d  b y  board  t o  r e p l a c e  cour thouse  d e s t r o y e d  b y  f i r e  and t o  s u p e r i n t e n d  t h e  
e r e c t i o n  o f  b u i l d i n g  f o r  compensat ion o f  5% o f  c o s t  o f  b u i l d i n g ,  t h i s  day s u b m i t t e d  t h e  p l a n s  
and s p e c i f i c a t i o n s  f o r  e r e c t i o n  which was adopted b y  t h e  board."3 P. C .  Cox was chosen t o  
t a k e  down and c l e a n  b r i c k s  f rom t h e  1907 cour thouse,  some o f  wh ich  were, i n c o r p o r a t e d  i n  t h e  
1923 s t r u c t u r e .  Gooch-Wi l l iams o f  N o r f o l k  was t h e  success fu l  b i d d e r  f o r  r e b u i l d i n g  t h e  
cour thouse a t  a  c o s t  o f  $27,750. It i s  i n t e r e s t i n g  t o  n o t e  t h a t  t h e  cupo la  a  f e a t u r e  o f  t h e  
1907 s t r u c t u r e ,  was o m i t t e d  f rom t h e  d e s i g n  o f  t h e  new b u i l d i n g  i n  o r d e r  t o  save $300.4 

George R. Berryman, t h e  a r c h i t e c t  o f  t h e  S u r r y  County Courthouse, was b o r n  i n  S u r r y  County, 
V i r g i n i a  i n  1884. I n  1905 he g radua ted  from t h e  George Washington U n i v e r s i t y  School o f  
A r c h i t e c t u r e  and subsequen t l y  worked as adrafksman f o r  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  Government. I n  ca .  
1920 he became a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  C.C.  Wi lsor,  i n  t n e  f i r m  o f  Berryman & Wi lson,  w o r k i n g  o u t  o f  
Wi lson,  N o r t h  C a r o l i n a .  I d e n t i f i e d  b u i l d i n g s  and p r o j e c t s  b y  George Berryman i n c l u d e  pub1 i c  
schoo ls  i n  Park ton ,  Tarboro,  Sharpsburg,  Wi l son  and G r e e n v i l l e ,  N o r t h  C a r o l i n a ,  a  U.S. P o s t  
O f f i c e  a t  M t .  Airy, N o r t h  C a r o l i n a  and a  h o s p i t a l  i n  B e n n e t t s v i l l e ,  South C a r o l i n a .  Berryman 
l e f t  p r i v a t e  p r a c t i c e  i n  1932 t o  work as an a r c h i t e c t  f o r  t h e  WPA. I n  1946 he r e t u r n e d  t o  
p r a c t i c e  i n  R a l e i g h  f rom which he r e t i r e d  i n  1952. Berryman d i e d  i n  Richmond i n  1957. 

The f a c t  t h a t  t h e  cour thouse  so c l o s e l y  f o l l o w e d  t h e  s t y l e  and f o r m  o f  t h e  1907 b u i l d i n g  i s  
n o t  s u r p r i s i n g ,  f o r  t h e  p r e v i o u s  s t r u c t u r e  had s t o o d  f o r  o n l y  f i f t e e n  years  and i t s  b r i c k s  
and f o u n d a t i o n  were e a s i l y  adapted f o r  use i n  t h e  new b u i l d i n g .  S t y l i s t i c a l l y ,  t h e  
n e o - c l a s s i c a l  mode was s t i l l  f a s h i o n a b l e  i n  1923 f o r  a  c o u n t y  cour thouse  and had a l r e a d y  made 
a  f a v o r a b l e  i m p r e s s i o n  on t h e  l o c a l  c i t i z e n s .  The c o r n e r s t o n e  f o r  t h e  b u i l d i n g  was l a i d  i n  
f u l l  Masonic ceremony i n  1923. 

S ince 1923, o n l y  m i n o r  changes have been made t o  t h e  e x t e r i o r  o f  t h e  cour thouse,  t h e  most 
r e c e n t  b e i n g  a  sma l l  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e  r e a r  e l e v a t i o n .  The number' o f  s u r v i v i n g  e a r l i e r  
s t r u c t u r e s  around t h e  cour thouse  p reserves  a  v i v i d  image o f  t h e  b u i l d i n g  as t h e  c e n t e r  o f  
c o u n t y  government. Indeed, t h e  r a t h e r  impos ing cour thouse  b u i l d i n g  dominates t h e  town of 
S u r r y  and remains t o d a y  t h e  f o c a l  p o i n t  o f  t h i s  sma l l  Sou ths ide  town. 

RCC 
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8. STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE -- H i s t o r i c a l  Background 

Notes : 

1. M a t e r i a l  used t o  comp i le  t h e  e a r l y  h i s t o r y  o f  S u r r y  County has been t a k e n  f rom 
James 0. K o r n w o l f ' s  Guide t o  t h e  B u i l d i n g s  o f  S u r r y  and t h e  American R e v o l u t i o n .  

2. Ko rnwo l f ,  page 149. 

3. S u r r y  County Board o f  S u p e r v i s o r s  Minutes ,  January 23,1923, S u r r y  CountyCour thouse.  

4. I b i d .  

6. REPRESENTATION I N  EXISTING SURVEYS 

2 ~ i v i s i o n  o f  H i s t o r i c  Landmarks 
Survey F i l e  #308-1 - X No 
S u r r y  County C l e r k ' s  O f f i c e  
1967, 1985 - X S t a t e  
221 Governor S t r e e t  
Richmond, V i r g i n i a  23219 

3 ~ i v i s i o n  o f  H i s t o r i c  Landmarks 
Survey F i l e  #308-2 - X No 
S u r r y  County Courthouse 
1967, 1984 - X S t a t e  

10. GEOGRAPHICAL DATA -- Boundary J u s t i f i c a t i o n  

but the storage building are contributing structures to what is in essence an early 
20th-century collrthouse complex. 

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION: 

Beginning at a point at the SE intersection of VA Route 10 and 31 and VA Route 
10; thence extending approximately 200' E on S side of VA Rt. 10; thence 
approximately "100' S following E side of VA Rt. T-1003; thence approximately 
200' W to a point on E side of VA Rt. 10 and 31; thence approximately *OO' N 
following E side of VA Rt. 10 and 31 to point of origin. 
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