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i Tile +.ichmond County Court Ilouse is loca ted  i n  Warsaw south  
! 
(lf i he  i n t c r s c c t i o n  o f  R t .  360 and ilt. 3 .  I t  i s  a r ec t angu la r  b r i c k  bu i ld ing  
;aid i n  Flemish bond wi th  o u t s i d e  dimensions of  approximately 52 '  X 4 1 ' .  The 
! ~ u i l d i n g  has only  random g laz ing  but  c o n s i s t e n t  glazed c l o s e r s  a t  each corner  
stigScst a quoining e f f e c t .  The bu i ld ing  i s  covered by a h i p  roof wi th  
i i i l tcr ior  corner  chimneys wi th  paneled caps ,  which were poss ib ly  added i n  the  
l la tc r  h a l f  of  t h e  n ine teen th  century .  Widely spaced q u a r t e r  round b racke t s  
11iake up t11c c o r n i c e  which has been r a i s e d  s e v e r a l  courses  from i t s  o r i g i n a l  
l i e .  Although a n  a rcade  of s i x  rounded a rche~s  wi th  s t o n e  keystones and i .  
springers o r i g i n a l l y  l i ned  e i t h e r  s i d e  of t h e  bu i ld ing ,  these  a r c h e s  have bee 
bricked up and the  space behind them w a s  incorpora ted  i n t o  t h e  body of the  
bu i ld ing  i n  the  remodell ing of 1877. There a r e  windows s e t  i n t o  fou r  of t h e  
b r i g i n a l  a r ches  on each s i d e ,  and two windows w i t h  rounded a rches  were added 
bn tlic f r o n t .  Of two o r i g i n a l  windows a t  the  r e a r  of  t h e  bu i ld ing ,  one 
igindow wi th  3 rounded a r c h  remains and two small  modern windows have been . A modern shed a d d i t i o n  covers  p a r t  of  t h e  r e a r  w a l l .  A modern b r i c k  
p:::ge now connects  the  c o u r t  house t o  t h e  a d j a c e n t  c l e r k t s  o f f i c e  which i s  
Fontcmporary w i t h  t h e  c o u r t  house. The presumed o r i g i n a l  p lan  of  t h e  c o u r t  
house was descr ibed  i n  1877 by T. Buckler Ghequiere, the  a r c h i t e c t  who r e -  
bodel led t h e  b u i l d i n g .  H i s  d e s c r i p t i o n  i s  a s  fol lows:  
! The whole arrangement of  t h e  court-room i s  ve ry  p e c u l i a r ,  and such a s  

i i s  shown on p lan .  The pub l i c  space i n  f r o n t  of  the  r e t u r n  i n  which , 
i s  conta ined  the  usual  c o u r t  house f u r n i t u r e  is 20 f e e t  by 21 f e e t .  

The en t r ances  were then a long t h e  s i d e s  under the  a rcades .  The two f r o n t  
windows were "square headed", and t h e r e  was a modi l l ion  co rn ice .  

The e&g?aml c l e r k ' s  o f f i c e  is  a small one-story gable  end 

1 

Z 

In 

i The judges '  s c a t s  w i th  a r a i l  i n  f r o n t ,  a r e  r a i s e d  24 f e e t  above the  
f l o o r ,  and extend a l l  around the  segment. I b e l i e v e  t h e  arrangement / 
now i s  t h a t  t h e  judge s i t s  d i r e c t l y  between the  two windows, and the  I 

i j u ry  a r e  placed a long  t h e  s i d e s .  The windows a r e  a l l  about  4 f e e t  1 
wide by 7 f e e t  h igh ,  and con ta in  15 panes of  g l a s s .  The room is 13% 1 

! f e e t  h igh .  
I I 

bu i ld ing  wi th  i n t e r i o r  end chimneys and a box corn ice .  The brown sandstone 
I f o u n d ~ t i o n  presumably cont inues  above t h e  water  t a b l e  l i n e ;  a l though t h a t  
p a r t  of  t h e  s t r u c t u r e  i s  now covered wi th  s tucco .  A l a t e r  e l l  conforming to1 
the  s t y l e  of  t h e  o r i g i n a l  o f f i c e  has  been added. L i t t l e  o r i g i n a l  f a b r i c  I 

/ remains i n  t h e  i n t e r i o r .  

I 
1 G.H. 

I 

I 



d Airy. 
CL The Richmond County Court Iiouse v a r i e s  from the usual  c o l o n i a l  
+ form i n  t h a t  i t  has a n  a rcade  a long each s i d e  of  the  bu i ld ing .  Other 
~n / c o l o n i a l  V i rg in i a  c o u r t  houses such a s  those  of Hanover and King William 

Z ! Counties  were o f t e n  faced wi th  a n  a rcade  on t h e  f r o n t ,  b u t  Richmond Court i - House's double a rcade  s t a n d s  out  a s  a unique f e a t u r e .  T. Buckler 
Ghequiere,  the  Baltimore a r c h i t e c t ,  who remodelled the  c o u r t  house i n  1877, 

w published a l e t t e r  i n  the  American A r c h i t e c t  and Building News d e s c r i b i n g  

!A t h e  bu i ld ing  a s  i t  was then. Ghequiere d i d  not  wish t o  a l t e r  the  bu i ld ing  l 

vl 
, and p e c u l i a r  p lan  "without p re se rv ing  i n  some s u i t a b l e  way - such a s  i n  you4 
/ j ou rna l  - a d e s c r i p t i o n  of them a s  they s tand  and have s tood f o r  a g r e a t  
I number of  years ."  P r i o r  t o  t h e  remodell ing,  s i x  a rches  of each arcade  

were open, w i t h  t h e  two remaining a rches  on each s i d e  bricked up and 
p l a s t e r e d .  It i s  not  known i f  t h i s  was a n  o r i g i n a l  f e a t u r e  o r  an e a r l y  

i I 
a l t e r a t i o n .  I 

I 
Despi te  changes the c o u r t  house remains a unique type among 1 

V i r g i n i a ' s  important  c o l l e c t i o n  of c o l o n i a l  c o u r t  houses. The b u i l d i n g  1 
a l s o  s t a n d s  as t h e  c h i e f  v i s u a l  f o c a l  po in t  f o r  t h e  h i s t o r i c  community 
of Warsaw. I 
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Richmond County was formed from t h e  Old Rappahannock County i n  ! 

1692, and the  f i r s t  c o u r t  house was e rec t ed  on t h e  lower p a r t  of Lansdown, 
now a p a r t  of  Sabine I i a l l .  About 1730, the  county s e a t  was moved near  i t s ,  
p resen t  s i t e ,  bu t  t h e  p r e s e n t  b u i l d i n g  was n o t  cons t ruc ted  u n t i l  1748-5<.-1 -- - I On t h e  s i x t h  of  Mar 1748, "An agreement between t h c  Court  and Loudon Lsi&/ I 

0 I C a r t e r ,  Esqr. was.. .confirmed f o r  t h e  bu i ld ing  of  a new Court house, 
.. 1 - I according  t o  t h e  p lan  lodged ..." Landon C a r t e r  i s  a l s o  c r e d i t e d  wi th  t h e  

! b u i l d i n g  of t h e  nearby c l e r k ' s  o f f i c e .  The brown sandstone which i s  {:+> 
i v i s i b l e  i n  the  foundat ion of t h e  c l e r k ' s  o f f i c e  i s  be l ieved  t o  have been - 44 obta ined  from t h e  same source  a s  t h a t  of  t h e  nearby Tayloe mansion, Mount ,,J,.,~ 
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