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The o r ig ina l  portion of the  Shcnandoah County Courthouse i s  a s ingle-  
p i l e ,  'two-srory s t ruc tu re  with a facade of rough-hewn coursed limestone 
ashlar.  Thc s ide  and r ea r  wal ls  a re  l a i d  i n  uncoursed rubble. I n  the  center 
of the  seven-bay facade is a three-bay pedimented pavil ion t o  which a project.ng 
t e t r a s t y l e  Tuscan por t ico was added i n  1929. I n  the  center  of the  gable roof 
i s  a s t r i k ing ly  handsome hexagonal cupola i n  a form reca l l i ng  those found on 
south German Baroque par ish churches. The ogee-shaped roof above the  be l f ry  
i s  surmounted by a shor t  s p i r e  topped by a b a l l  f i n i a l .  Above the  b a l l  i s  an 
elaborate wrought-iron weather vane with de l ica te  scrollwork and an Indian 
prof i le .  The weather vanc i s  a r ep l i ca  of the o r ig ina l  preserved i n  the  
i n t e r io r .  Thc segmental arches i n  the  be l f ry  o r ig ina l ly  were open but were 
closed with louvres i n  the  1870's. A t  e i t h e r  end of the  roof i s  an i n t e r io r  
end chimney s tack.  The molding along the  base of e i t h e r  gable was added 
about the  same time as the  portico t o  give the  gables a pedimented effect .  
A l l  t he  windows i n  the  facade preserve t h e i r  o r ig ina l  archi t rave surrounds 
and ear ly  louvred shu t t e r s ,  but  the  o r ig ina l  sash has been replaced by 
nineteenth century two-over-two sash. The second-story windows preserve 
t h e i r  molded s i l l s ,  but  the  f i r s t  f l oo r  windows have had t h e i r  sills replaced 
with square hear t  pine s i l l s .  The main entrance o r ig ina l ly  was surrounded by 
simple archi t rave s imi la r  t o  the  windows; the  present pedimented f ront ispiece 
i s  a recent addit ion.  

The courthouse was b u i l t  t o  have a two-story courtroom i n  the  center 
sec t ion  with a t i e r  of rooms on e i t h e r  s ide .  The courtroom's massive turned 
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ce i l i ng  supports a re  i n t a c t ,  but  have been bisected by a new f l o o r ,  presumedly 
i n s t a l l e d  when the  new courtroom wing was added. No o ther  o r ig ina l  courtroom 
f i t t i n g s  survive. The two l eve l s  of rooms on e i t h e r  s i de  of the  former 
courtroom space preserve much ea r ly  trim including window archi t raves ,  base- 
boards, cha i r  r a i l ,  and archi t rave f i rep lace  surrounds. These rooms have 
suffered numerous minor a l t e r a t i ons ,  however. 

The one-story Greek Revival wing containing the  present courtroom was 
added t o  the  r ea r  around 1840. The otherwise p la in  courtroom as  a decorative 
stamped metal c e i l i ng .  Attached t o  the  r ea r  of the  courtroom wing, with i t s  
gable roof perpendicular t o  the  l a t t e r  is  a one-story c l e r k ' s  o f f i c e  added in 
1880. This handsomely ornamented addit ion has a corbeled b r i ck  cornice,  
~ i l a s t e r s ,  and segmental arched openings. The or:ginal i n t e r i o r  of the  two- 
room wing i s  well-preserved, and i s  a splendid example of a f ine ly  appointed 
Victorian Clerk's Office. The dark-stained woodwork i s  r i ch ly  carved with 
geometric pa t te rns ,  and the  f loors  a re  l a i d  i n  co lor fu l  encaustic t i l e s .  The 
r i ch ly  trimned mantels a r e  exceptional. 

The Courthouse i s  s i t ua t ed  i n  the  center of the  small town of Woodstock 
i n  a predominantly commercial neighborhood. Facing e a s t ,  the  building i s  
s e t  back about f i f t y  f e e t  fromMain S t ree t .  West Court S t r ee t  bounds the 
property of the south, The building remains i n  f a i r  condition. Plans are 
underway t o  bu i ld  a new courthouse across West Court S t r ee t ,  but the  present 
building is to  be preserved fo r  county o f f i c i e s .  
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The Shenandoah County Courthouse is one of the  o ldes t ,  i f  not the  
oldest  courthouse s t i l l  i n  use west of the Blue Ridge Mountains. The 
or ig ina l  two-story, limestone sect ion of the  s t ruc tu re  dates from the early 
1790's. Shenandoah county Courthouse is most unusual because of the 
conglomeration of a rch i tec tura l  s ty l e s  found i n  the courthouse complex; 
Early Republican, American Vernacular, south German Baroque, Greek and 
Tuscan Revival and Victorian. 

The Town of Woodstock was predominently German from i t s  establishment 
i n  1761 well  in to  the mid-nineteenth century. German and Pennsylvania 
Dutch cu l ture  and fo lk  a r t  were qui te  evident throughout t h i s  area as 
evidenced i n  the design of the courthouse, the  town's most important 
building. The s t ruc tu re ' s  facade as well  as i ts  highly baroque cen t ra l  
hexagonal cupola strongly r e f l e c t  t h i s  her i tage.  

The br ick cen t r a l  sect ion of the present three-part  courthouse comple~ 
constructed i n  1840, fur ther  r e f l e c t s  t h i s  her i tage.  A l l  of the bricks for 
the  courthouse were made by David Hoshour, a member of an ear ly  German- 
Lutheran pioneer family i n  the  Valley. The bricks were manufactured a t  
the  south end of Church S t ree t  i n  Woodstock. A t  t h i s  time an English block 
t i n  roof was placed on the  s t ructure .  David Hoshour's son, John S. Hoshou~ 
constructed the rear  sect ion of the building,  now the c l e rk ' s  o f f i ce ,  i n  
1880. 

Shenandoah County Courthouse has always been pa r t i cu l a r ly  reminiscent 
of the  War Between the States  t o  the c i t i zens  of Woodstock. The Confederat 
leader,  Stonewall Jackson, passed by t h i s  building many times while on h i s  
campaigns. Soldiers have gathered on the  courthouse s teps  t o  muster f o r  
a l l  wars from the  War of 1812 t o  the F i r s t  World War. i 

J.L.F. 
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1 As  the designated Slate Liaison Officer far the Na- 
! tionol Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public I.sw 

Nstional Register. I 
89.665). I hereby nominate this property for inclusion 

in the National Register and certify that it has  been 

~ v s i u e t e d  s c c o r d i n ~  to the c-iteria and procebres  s e t  

level of significance of this nomination is: 
i National State Local I 

Junius R. Fishburne, Jr., Director 
Virginia His tor ic  Landmarks C m i s s i o  
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