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1. Nama of Property 
historic name Southwest #2 Boundary Marker of the Original District of Columbia 
other names/site number SW2, Jurisdiction Stone 

DHR File 00-22 
2. Location 
street & number East side of Russell Road, north of Kino Street not tor publication 
c· town Alexandria vicinity 
state Virginia code VA county Alexandria City code zip Code 22301 

3. Claasificatlon 
Ownersnip of Property 
Qprivate 
[X] public-local 
0 public-State 
0 public-Federal 

Category of Property 
D building(s) 
0district 
Osite 
Ostructure 
[JI object 

Name of related multiple property listing: 
Boundarv Markers of the Original District of Columbia 

4 State/Federal Agency Certification 

Number of Resources within Property 
Contributing Noncontributing 

0 0 buildings 
0 sites 

_ _.._ structures 

_ _..o.,__ objects 
_ _,Q.,__ Total 

Number of contributing resources previously 
listed in the National Register ....uN ... l.,A~--

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966, as amended, I hereby certify that this 
en nomination D request tar determination at eligibility meets the documentation standards tar registering properties in the 
Nationa rf egister of Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60. 
In my a i ion,)the 1rapef,t~ f-eets D does not meet the National Register criteria. D See continuation sheet. 

. I~ ~ l«i::i.'2 
Signature ~,rtifying otticial Date 
Directo , Virginia Degartment of Hi:.tsix:i, ReSQU[Ces 

State or Federal agency and bureau 

In my opinion, the property D meets D does not meet the National Register criteria. D See continuation sheet. 

Signature of commenting or other official 

State or Federal agency and bureau 

5. National Park Service Certification 
I, hereby, certify that this property is: 

0 entered in the National Register. 
0 See continuation sheet. 

0 determined eligible for the National 
Register. 0 See continuation sheet. 

D determined not eligible for the 
Natlonal Register. 

0 removed from the National Register. 
D other, (explain:)--------

Date 

Signature of the Keeper Data of Action 



6. Function or Use 
Historic Functions (enter categories from rnstructions) 

Other: boundarv marker 
Current Functions (enter categories from rnstructronsl 

Other: boundarv marker 

7. Descriotion 
Architectural Classification 
(enter categories from instructions) 

NIA 

Materials (enter categories from instructions) 

foundation _...:.'<c,.l,eAe.__ ___________ _ 
walls ___ :..:.N'-'/ A"-------------

roof N/A 
other Stone: sandstone 

Metal: iron 

Describe present and historic physical appearance. 

Visible Parts of Inscription 

NW SW SE' Nf. 

I sections of 
marker missing 

SOUTHWEST NO. 2 MILE MARKER 

The historical physical appearance is 
delineated in the Multiple Property 
Documentation Form for the Boundary 
Markers of the original District of 
Columbia, in Section F, Item II, 
Description. 

Located between the curb and the sidewalk 
on the east side of Russell Road just 
north of King street in the city of 
Alexandria, Virginia, just downhill from 
the George Washington Masonic National 
Memorial, the southwest No. 2 Mile Marker 
is easily seen. This stone bears no 
inscription, is completely flat on top, 
and measures 16 11 X 10 1/2" X 29 1/2". It 
is not an original marker but is of 
sandstone. 1 The wrought iron fence 

surrounding this marker needs repairing. one spoke has been broken 
off. The ground on which the marker rests is maintained well. The 
bronze plaque reads: ORIGINAL FEDERAL BOUNDARY STONE/ DISTRICT OF 
COLUMBIA/ PLACED 1791-1792/ PROTECTED BY MT. VERNON CHAPTER/ 
DAUGHTERS OF THE AMERICAN REVOLUTION/ 1916. The property is owned 
by the city of Alexandria. The stone was surveyed on 25 October 
1989 by Mrs. Richard H. Kemper and is under the stewardship of the 
Mount Vernon Chapter, VADAR, of Alexandria, VA. 

[!] See continuation sheet 



8. Statement of Significance 
Certifying official has considered the significance of this property ,n relation to other properties: 

Ix] nationally :::J statewide ri locally 

Applicable National Register Criteria m A DB DC DD 

Criteria Considerations (Exceptions) 0 A I!] B O C OD EJ E CF CG 

Areas of Significance (enter categories from instructions) 
Communitv Planning and Develooment 
Politics/Government 

Significant Person 
NIA 

Period of Significance 
ca. 1920 

Cultural Affiliation 
NIA 

ArchitecUBuilder 
Unknown 

Significant Dates 
ca. 1920 

State significance of property, and justify criteria. criteria considerations. and areas and periods of significance noted above. 

The significance of the Boundary Markers as a group is stated in 
the Multiple Property Documentation Form for the Boundary Markers 
of the original District of Columbia, Section F, Item III, 
Significance. The justification of criteria and areas and periods 
of significance are stated in the Multiple Property Documentation 
Form for the Boundary Markers of the original District of Columbia, 
Section E, Statement of Historic Contexts. 

The southwest # 2 marker is significant because it marked the 
second -mile on the southwest side of the District of Columbia, two 
miles from the South cornerstone at Jones Point. 

In both the surveys done in 1894-97t and 1906, the original stone 
could not be found. rt was apparently placed on the east side of 
and very close to the Alexandria and Leesburg turnpike, on the 
eastern slope of Shuter•s Hill, in a subdivision known, in 1906, 
as Spring Park, and within a stone's throw of Fort Ellsworth, built 
by federal forces in May 1861. When the inquiry was made in 1906, 
there were a number of workmen carting away loam and gravel for new 
roads. The road foreman said a strange condition was known to 
exist there, called •creeping down hill', a movement of the surface 
of the earth, which may have had something to do with the loss of 
the stone. 2 In 1921, the annual report of Mount Vernon chapter to 
the Virginia Daughters of the American Revolution stated that the 
stone was relocated and fenced in 1920. 3 It is believed that the 
relocated stone was not the original stone but was the replica that 
stands within the fence today. Due to its size, shape and total 
lack of inscriptions, the stone is obviously not the original. The 
stone was indicated on a 1927 aerial survey map located in the 
archives of the George Washington Masonic Memorial. Another source 
indicates that the marker was there in 1929. 4 Although not 
original, this stone has marked the area of the second mile stone 
for approximately seventy years. 

I!] See continuation sheet 



9. M1lor Slbllographlc1I Referenc11 

Hopkins, Grace Porter. ''Restoring the Original Milestones.'' 
American Motorist Magazine. ( February 1929). 

Virginia Daughters of the American Revolution. Proceedinqs of 
the 25th Virginia State Conference of the Daughters of the 
American Revolution held in Roanoke, Virginia. (1929). 

Prevlou1 docum1n1111on on 111, (NPS): 
D preliminary d1t1rmln111cn of Individual lletlng (38 CFR 87) 

hu b11n requ1111d 

~

prevlcuely llalld In the N11ion11 R1gl111r 
prevlcuely d1111mln1d 1llglbl1 by the N1tlon11 Reglat,r 
d11lgn111d I N111on11 Hlalorlc Landmark 
recorded by Hlatorlc American Bulldlnga Survey# ______________ _ 

0 recorded by Hlatorlc American Engln11rlng 

Record'·----------------

1 O, G1ographlc11 D1t1 
Acreageofproperty Tess than one acr~ 

UTM Referenc11 
A llwl I JI 2,019, ?QI 

Zone E111ing 
cL...w I I, I,, I 

Verbal Boundary Description 

1 4e 19, zl :u , ol 
Northing 

I I I I I ' I 

0 811 ccntlnu11lcn 1h111 

Primary loc11lon of 1ddlllon11 d111: 
81111 hlatorlo pr111rv1tlon ottlo, 
Other 81111 agency 
Fld1r11 1g1ncy 
Local gov1rnm1n1 
Unlv,ralty 
Other 

Specify repoallory: 

B l.J....J I I I I 
Zone Ealing 

ol.J...j I I I I 

0 See continuation sheet 

I I I I 
Northing 

I I I I 

The nominated area is that boundary stone in its small fenced area, 
approximately 3' x 3'. 

D See continuation sheet 

Boundary Justification 

The boundary includes the stone and its fence. 

D See continuation 1h11t 

11, Form Prepared By 
name1tltl1 Barbara :a. Hynak, Chairman District V Boundary Markers Committee 
organization JTirg:in1a Danqbtecs of tbe American* date ,Inly 9 7990 * Re1r0Jutian 
ltrNt & number ..;;8>.JJ ... 2'--S:....-C=aJ.11J.tr;;i;t .. bJ.1D~Ju..l s ... e.:.....:.B .. a ... au..d._ ______ t1llphon1 ( 10 3 ) S 5 J-0 0 6 5 
cttyortown 1111e Yicginia zlpooa,22204 

•U.1,0,0:1Hl-0-H.J•l11 
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Section number __ 7_ Page __ 1_ Southwest #2 Boundary Marker 

ENDNOTE 

1. Edwin Darby Nye, 
Stones, 1972," Records 
48 (1973): 743. 

"Revisiting Washington's Forty Boundary 
of the Columbia Historical Society, Vol. 
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Criteria Consideration B is applied because the marker has been 
relocated. It is exceptional, however, because it is an integral 
component of this important group of rare surviving resources. 
Consideration Eis applied because the marker has been reconstruct
ed. However, its significance is exceptional because of the 
marker's close association and identification with the other 
resources of its type. 

ENDNOTES 

1. Marcus Baker, "The Boundary Monuments of the District of 
Columbia , " ~R;seu,C:.1,01=r..;d.,si!.-.ieo"'f_ti..h!!es._~C=-10.!al!..lu.!!ml!!b,l.,l.!.J' aa.._..1aHui..ss ... t..,o,..r~1...,· c,.,a,._l..__,_s,.,o,,c.,.i..,· e,a.t=-"'y , Vo 1 . 1 
(1897): 220. 

2. Fred E. Woodward, "With A camera over The Old District Boundary 
Lines, 11 Records of the Columbia Historical Society, Vol. 11 ( 1908) : 
6-7. 

3. Virginia Daughters of the American Revolution, Proceedings of 
the 25th Virginia state Conference of the Daughters of the American 
Revolution held in Roanoke, Virginia, (1921): 79. 

4. Grace Porter Hopkins, "Restoring the original Milestones, 11 

American Motorist Magazine, (February 1929). 
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Southwest #2 Boundary Marker of the Original District of Columbia 
city of Alexandria, Virginia 
Rufus w. Shivers 
1989 
Negative filed at VA state Library, Richmond, VA 
View of stone and fence enclosure facing east 
Negative No. 10701/18 
File No. 00-22 
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