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Corbin Hall is located in the hortheust corner of Virginia's Eastern
Shore, overlooking Chincoteague Bay and Chincoteague Island beyond. The
house retains its isolated plantation setting and is approached by a mile
long axial avenue through a forest and across broad level fields. The
house's immediate grounds are unusually handsome and axe impeccably main-
tained. The west, or land front, faces onto an informal park featuring
a broad lawn, circular drive, boxwood and other ornamental shrubbery, and
very large shade trees. The east front overlooks a series of earth
terraces leading down to the water. The terraces are probably an original
Ll feature to the grounds, but the planting, walks, and steps all appear to be
{7l modern. No early outbuildings survive. , '
R The main body of Corbin Hall i's a large brick dwelling 60°' 8" long
-and 38' 3" wide above the watertable. In general feeling it more resembles
. its Maryland neighbors than the Tidewater mansions of the mainland. The | °
-two-story structure is covered by a gable roof with two interior chimneys
" at either end and a modillion and dentil cornice on each front. The walls
are laid in Flemish bond without glazing and appear to have been repointed
in all areas but the decorative work. ! The repointing is consistent and
unobtrusive, however. A brick inscribed CCT 1787 is located below the north
window of the first floor on the east side, and near the peak of the gable
on the north end are three bricks set in a diamond shape and inscribed with
¢+ | a three bladed ornament at the top, G¥C in the center, and 1787 at the
. bottom. A rubbed brick belt course extends around the entire structure,
|~ and gauged brick arches are located above all the openings. Particularly
‘noteworthy are the gauged brick arches above the Palladian windows on the
second story of both fronts. The only significant exterior additions
include a one-story frame service wing on the south end, and an enclosed
brick entrance around the original stoop on the west front. The service.
wing was an early addition but was completely rebuilt in 1951; the brick
entrance was added in the early twentieth century.
_ Corbin Hall's interior contains a wealth of fine paneling and other
handsome woodwork. Indeed, few houses of such quality survive with as
much original fabric. The west entrance leads into a wide stairhall with
the stair ascending in the northeast cormner. The stair features a molded
handrail, slender turned balusters, scrolled end brackets, and paneled
soffit. The stair hall is separated from the center hall of the west side
by a tall arch framed with fluted pilasters set on pedestals.  Both halls
are further decorated with paneled wainscoting. The house’s principal |
chamber, the northeast room is fully pancled and is one of the best examples
of its type in Virginia.. The paneling is ornamented with a Wall-of-Troy
" cornice molding, and a molded chair rail. On the end wall the chimey-
piece is flanked by fluted Doric pilasters set on pedestals, Beyond the
pilasters are small doors opening into the chimney closets. The three othe?_
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first floor rooms have paneled end walls but only half paneling around thei
other three sides. The southeast room features interesting glazed closet
_ doors with round arch top panes. The second floor rooms contain much
. l-original woodwork, but it is more simple than that below it. Some of the
. second floor spaces have been altered with the insertion of bathrooms.
Corbin Hall's attic is a large unfinished storage area given interest by
the exposed original roof framing. : :
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"ISTATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

W

Corbin Hall is a Georgian plantatlon house of superior archltectural .
quality - perhaps the best brick example of its style on the Eastern Shore|

The beauty of the house is enhanced by the retention of its rural settingy

with its broad prospect across Chincoteague Bay. Not only is Corbin Hall
notable for its fine exterior proportions and careful brickwork details
(especially evident in the second story Palladian windows), but for its
superb interior woodwork and paneling, nearly all of which survives in an
excellent state of preservation. The superior quality of Corbin Hall thus
exhibits the high level of craftsmanship and design achieved on the Eastern
Shore in the eighteenth century.

Because of insufficient documentation there has been some question of
the house's date, It is reasonable”to assume however, that the date 1787,
inscribed in the brickwork in two places, refers to the construction date.

The architectural style of the exterior would suppeort such a date, although

the style of some of the paneling is often associated with an earlier
period. Assuming 1787 to be the construction date, the house would have
been built by George Corbin, son of Convention and Barbary Corbin, who
apparently lived on the property in an earlier house.  Convention Corbin
acquired the land known variously as Chincoteague Farm, Rowley Farm, and
more recently Corbin Hall, in 1745 from John and Ann Potter. The property
was originally part of Colonel Edmund Scarbrugh's tract of 3000 acres,
patented in 1664. :

George Corbin, who died in 1797, stated in his will: "To my daughter
Agnes Drummond Ker my whole estate, provided she have a son, my son-in-law
John Shepherd Ker call such son George Corbin, to which son I will my
Chfncoteague plantation Island, and swamp land." The plantation remained
in the hands of Agnes Drummond Ker's descendants until 1873 when it was
sold by a trustee to William P, Moore. During the remainder of the nine-
teenth century and the first half of the twentieth, the property passed
through various owners. In 1961, the house and five hundred acres were
acquired by the present owners, Mr. and Mrs. Miur Rogers of Winnetka,
Illinois. The Rogers use Corbin Hall to house part of their extensive
collection of eighteenth-century English furniture.
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LATITUDE AND LONGITUDE COORDINATES

i LATITUDE AND LONGITUDE COORDINATES

DEFINING A RECTANGLE LOCATING THE ProPERTY |O | OEFINING THE CENTER FOINT OF A PROPERTY
R ' OF LESS THAN TEN ACRES
CORNER LATITUDE LONGITUDE LATITUDE LONGITUDE
Degreos Minutes Sec ds | Degrees Minutes Seconds [‘)egrees Minutes Seconds De i
grees Minutes Seconds
NW 37 58, 47, 75 o 27 28 » Lo . . ° .
NE | 37° 58+ 42| 75° 25 47 l
t
SE 37° 58 04" | 75° 25 47 - E
sw_ | 37° S8+ 04+ | 750 927 98 - ?
APPROXIMATE ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY: 500 acres.,
LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPRING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES
STATE: CODE | COUNTY - ‘ CODE.
STATE: CODE | counTY: CoDE
STATE: CODE | COUNTY: coDE
i
STATE: CODE | COUNTY: coDE
11, FORM PREPARED BY:
NAME AND TITLE:
VIRGINIA HISTORIC LANDMARKS COMMISSION STAFF
ORGANIZATION DATE
Virginia Historic Landmarks Commission March 1972
STREET AND NUMEBER:
1 Room 1116, Ninth Street State Office Building
CITY OR TOWN: STATE cooE
Richmond Virginia 51

12.

STATE LIAISON OFFICER CERTIFICATION

NATIONAL REGISTER VERIFICATION

As the designated Stute Liaison Officer for the Na-

tional Historic Prescrvation Act of 1966 (Public Law

89-665), 1| hereby nominate this property for inclusion

in the National Repister and certify that it has been

evaluated according to the criteria and procedures set

\{orth by the National Park Service. The recommended
level of sipnificance of thus nonunation is:

Natjonal (7} State (X Local (7]
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K\\Mijjks W. Moody, Jr., Director
Tin~Vaw’Historic Landmarks Commission
\

| APR 181972

1
TDate \;

e
\
\\

B

1 hereby certify that this property is included in the

National Register.

Chief, Office of Archeology and Historic Preservation

Date

ATTEST:

Keeper of The National Register
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5.5.G.8. 71‘ quadrangle (scale:1: 24000)
Chlnc0ueague, Va. 1965

CORBIN HALL

latitude longitude
NW37°58'42” 75027 togn
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SE37°58'OA_" 75025%_7”
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