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 NAME 
HISTORIC 

Elenhe im - 
AND/OR COMMON 

 LOCATION East side of R o u t e  727; .6 mile southwest of i n t e r s e c t i o n  of Routc 

STREET& NUMBER 
727 and Route 627; .2 mile northwest o f  northwestern extension of 
Buck Is land Creek. 

-- -NOT FOR PUBLICATION 
CITY. TOWN CONJ3RESSIONAL DISTRICT 

Bl.enheim . . X w c ~ i \ r r - n  OF ; Seventh (J. Kenneth Robinson) 
STATE CODE COUNTY CO D5 

CATGGORY OWNERSHIP STAT u s 
-DISTRICT -PUBLIC XOCCUPIED 

- .  . XBUILDING(S) ?PRIVATE -UNOCCUPIED 

-S'IRUCTlIRE -BOTH -WORK I N  PROGRESS 

-SITE PUBLIC ACQUISITION ACCESSIBLE 
-OBJECT ,IN PROCESS -YES: RESTRICTED 

-BEING CONSIDERED -YES: UNRESTRICTED 

XNO 

PRESENT USE 
AGRICULTURE _MUSEUM 

-COMMERCIAL .-PARK 

,EDUCATIONAL =PHIVAT€ RESIDENCE- 

-ENTERTAINMENT -3ELlG10us 

,GOVEHNMtNl -SClf NTIFIC 

,INDUSTRIAL --7 RANSPORTATION 

-MILITARV - t?t i f~:  .-- 

I .  
NAME . 

I M r .  S t u a r t  F. Eurgh - -- ----- 
STREET & NUMBER 

I I - ~ l e n h e i m  Farm, Route 6 ,  Box 202 .--.. .--- 
I CITY. TOWN STATE 

C h a r l o t t e s v i l l e  - VICINITY OF. Virg in ia  22901 -- 
I 
!  LOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION 

COURTHOUSE. 

OF DEEDS,ETC. Albesarle Countv Courthouse - 
STREET& NUMBER 

c ln ,  TOMT STATE 

C h a r l o t t e s v i l l e  Virginia 

REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS (2) (see continuation Sheet iil) 

TITLE 

(1) H i s t o r i c  American Buildings Survey Inventory 
DATE 

1957  FEDERAL S T A T E  -COUNTY -LOCAL 
. - -- - . . 

DEPOSITORY FOR 

SURVEY Library  o f  congress --- 
CITY. TOWN STATE 

Washington D. C. - 



CONDITION CHECK ONE CHECK ONE 

. F~XCCLLENT -DETERIORATED -UNALTERED %ORIGINAL SITE 

-GOOD -RUINS XALTEREO -MOVED DATE 

.-FAIR -UNEXPOSED 

DESCRIBETHE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

Blenheim l i e s  among t h e  r o l l i n g  h i l l s  of  Albemarle County i n  an a r e a  d i s t i n g u i s h e d  by 
t h e  presence of  s e v e r a l  l a r g e  n ine teenth-century  e s t a t e s .  The present  p l a n t a t i o n  com- 
plex,  da t ing  from 1846, s i t s  a t o p  a k n o l l  near  t h e  s i t e  of  t h e  o r i g i n a l  e ighteenth-  
century  Car t e r  House. 

The main house i s  a long (92 f e e t ) ,  narrow, s ix-bay,  story-and-a-half frame bu i ld ing  
with an e l l  a t  t h e  r e a r  o f  t h e  west end. Decorated i n  a combination of  t h e  Gothic 
Revival. and Benjaminesque Greek Revival  s t y l e s ,  it i s  c l a d  wi th  beaded weatherboards 
'utted aga ins t  corner  p i l a s t e r s  and is covered with a s p h a l t  sh ing le s .  Four gabled  
dcrn~ers  break each s l o p e  of  t h e  gab le  roof ,  and one i n t e r i o r  and two i n t e r i e r - e n d  chim- 
neys surmour~t t h e  main block,  w i th  an a d d i t i o n a l  i n t e r i o r  chimney se rv ing  t h e  e l l .  The 
westerr1 chimney o f  t h e  main block i s  a dummy added f o r  symmetry. The house i s  l i t  by 
pointed windows w i t h  louGred b l i n d s  and three-over-two sash ,  t h e  upper s a s h  having Y- 
t r ace ry .  Two windows i n  t h e  c e n t e r  of t h e  facade  have been replaced  by modern p r o j e c t i n g  
bay windcws. The two f r o n t  doors ,  w i th  t h e i r  f retwork enrichments designed a f t e r  t h e  
ipanner o f  Asher Benjamin, a r e  p ro tec t ed  by one-story t e t r a s t y l e  porches wi th  p a i r s  o f  
Greek N r i c  p i e r s ,  p l a i n  e n t a b l a t u r e s ,  pa rape t s ,  and small  corner  urns .  A long  
g a l l e r y  shades t h e  r e a r  of t h e  house, and a t h i r d  porch p r o j e c t s  from t h e  e l l .  

The p lan  o f  Blenheim, wi th  i t s  f i v e  major rooms and two passages, is i n  e f f e c t  t h a t  o f  
two cent ra l -passage  houses placed end-to-end, w i th  t h e  a d d i t i o n  of a p a i r  of s e r v i c e  
rocms a t  t h e  e a s t e r n  end and a l a r g e  p a r l o r  e l l  a t  t h e  west.  Inconspicuous winder s t a i r s  
occupy a co rne r  of each passage. 

The i n t e r i o r s  o f  t h e  house a r e  ve ry  p l a i n .  The f r o n t  rooms a l l  have s imple  Greek Revival 
mantels  wi th  unadorned Doric p i l a s t e r s ,  p l a i n  f r i e z e s ,  and deep she lves ,  der ived  from 
Benjamin. The western room and t h e  p a r l o r  behind it a r e  f u r t h e r  embcll ishcd with wain- 

I 
! s c o t i n g ,  and t h e  p a r l o r  has been graced wi th  a r ecen t  pseudo-colonial chimneypiece con- , s i s t i n g  of  a n  overmantel panel  w i t h  c r o s e t t e s  under a detached,  broken pedinent .  

. . I  . .. . 

I 
I Blenheim i s  f lanked on t h e  n o r t h  and e a s t  by a number of  e a r l y  ou tbu i ld ings  of s t r i k i n g  

I forms and v a r i e d  a r c h i t e c t u r a l  s t y l e s .  North of  t h e  house is the  squa re  "Athenaeum", 
a one-story,  one-room, frame Greek Revival bu i ld ing  wi th  a pyramidal hipped roof and 
p e r i s t y l e  p o r t i c o  supported on Doric p i e r s .  There a r e  doorways wi th  semi -c i r cu la r  f a n l i g h t  
on t h r e e  s i d e s  o f  t h e  room, and a f i r e p l a c e  wi th  a modern mantel on t h e  f o u r t h .  

! East  o f  t h e  hocse a r e  (north to  sou th )  a two-story, frame k i tchen/ laundry  r i i th  a pyramidal 
i hi.pped r o o f ,  a c e n t r a l  chimney, and smal l  c ross-gables  on t h e  e a s t  and west s lopes ;  a 

Erame bu i ld ing  (known a s  t h e  "chapel" but  probably b u i l t  a s  a schoolhouse) which has  a 
; s t e e p l y  p i tched  gab le  roof and a gable-end en t r ance  and i s  embe l l i shed-wi th  handsome 

Gothic Revival  l a b e l  molds; and two smoke houses wi th  pyramidal roo f s .  The n ine teenth-  
c.ntury smokehouse has been converted t o  a garage and t h e  sma l l e r  twent ie lh-century  one 
now se rves  a s  a chicken house. Beyond t h i s  range of  bu i ld ings  i s  a ve ry  s imple,  s t o r y -  
and-a-half frame Greek Revival house which is supposed t o  have been b u i l t  t o  accommodate 
.Justice Roger B. Taney on h i s  v i s i t s  t o  Blenheim but  which was probably an overseers  house. 
llown t h e  h i l l  t o  t h e  n o r t h  of t h e  main dwell ing is a story-and-a-half frame house wi th  a 
c e n t r a l  chimney. Probably of e ighteenth-century  d a t e ,  i t  i s  r e f e r r e d  t o  a s  t h e  "pa tent  
house." The bu i ld ing  was moved from another  p a r t  of  t h e  farm, where i t  had been used a s  
a hay barn, and was h e a v i l y  r e s t o r e d  f o r  u s e  as  a res idence .  L i t t l e  o f  t h e  o r i g i n a l  f a b r i c  
o r  p lan  can  be peen. Also on t h e  proper ty  a r e  a number of  modern farm s t r u c t u r e s .  

. . DTU 
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SPECIFIC DATES 1846 BUlLDERlARCHlTECT 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 
Blenheim, l o c a t e d  i n  t h e  h i l l y  r u r a l  a r ea  of  Albanarle  County south  of  C h a r l o t t e s v i l l e ,  
i s  noteworthy f o r  i ts  connect ion wi th  t h e  Car ters ,  a n  important landholding family i n  
c o l o n i a l  V i rg in i a .  The p resen t  p l a n t a t i o n  complex was b u i l t  by Andrew Stevenson, a mid- 
n ine teenth-century  member of  Congress and diplomat.  The house i s  an unusual  example 
o f  a res idence  i n  t h e  combined Greek and Gothic Revival s t y l e s  and has a s s o c i a t e d  wi th  
i t  a group of  a r c h i t e c t u r a l l y  d i s t ingu i shed  outbui ld ings .  

The o r i g i n a l  pa t en tee  o f  t h e  Blenheim t r a c t  was John Car t e r ,  Sec re t a ry  of  t h e  Colony 
and a son.of  Robert "King" Car t e r  of Lancas ter  County. The younger man rece ived  9350 
ac res  of land  i n  t h e  p r e s e n t  Albemarle County i n  1730 and devised the  holding t o  h i s  
son Edward Carter(1733-1792), a Burgess before  t h e  Revolution and a Delegate af terward.  
It i s  n o t  c e r t a i n  whether the  p resen t  e s t a t e  i s  p a r t  of t h e  i n h e r i t e d  proper ty  o r  of  
land  t h a t  Edward Car t e r  i s  known t o  have added t o  t h e  o r i g i n a l  pa tent .  The archaeologica l  
remains of t h e  o r i g i n a l  house a t  Blenheim, b u i l t  by Edward Car t e r  and recorded i n  a 1799 
insurance po l i cy  a s . a  60' x 20' H-shaped frame bu i ld ing  have been loca ted ,  but  n o t  ex- 
cavated,  and l i e  a few f e e t  from t h e  p resen t  dwelling. 

Blenheim became t h e  p rope r ty  of James Ross of  Fredericksburg i n  1806. It remalned i n  h i s  
possession (although he probably never l i v e d  the re )  u n t i l  1846, when he s o l d  i t  t o  Andrew 
Stevenson. It i s  not  known when t h e  o r i g i n a l  house was destroyed,  but  i t  seems c e r t a i n  
t h a t  no bu i ld ings  which predate  Stevenson's  tenure  p r e s e n t l y  surv ive .  

Andrew Stevenson (1785-1856) was Henry C lay ' s  successor  a s  Speaker of  t h e  House of 
Representa t ives .  L a t e r  he  served as  Ambassador t o  B r i t a i n  and a f t e r  coming t o  Blenheim 
was a member o f  t h e  Board o f  V i s i t o r s  o f  t h e  Un ive r s i ty  o f  V i rg in i a  and l a t e r  i t s  Rector.  
Chief J u s t i c e  Roger B. Taney was a f requent  v i s i t o r  a t  Blenheim, and it i s  t r a d i t i o n a l l y  
be l ieved  t h a t  t h e  so-ca l le t l  "Taney Cottage" on t h e  proper ty  was b u i l t  by Stevenson t o  
accommodate h i s  f r i e n d .  

Blenheim has passed through s e v e r a l  owners s i n c e  Stevenson's  e r a  and i s  p resen t ly  t h e  
proper ty  of S t u a r t  Burgh. 
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 GEOGRAPHICAL DATA 
ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY 175 
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VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION 

The acreage comprising the  Blenheim proper ty  i s  bounded by a l i n e  beginning a t  a po in t  
loca ted  on e a s t  s i d e  of Route 727, .4 mi le  southwest of the  i n t e r s e c t i o n  of Routes 727 
and 627, thence extending 1 mi le  800 f e e t  southeas t  ( i n i t i a l l y  fol lowing southwest edge 
of t r e e l i n e ) ;  thence extending 1400 f e e t  southwest;  thence extending 1 m i l e  northwest to 
e a s t  s i d e  of Route 727; thence fol lowing n o r t h  along e a s t  s i d e  o f  s a i d  r o u t e  t o  po in t  
c f  o r ig in .  
TSE bcuadaries  encompass a v i t a l  po r t ion  o f  t h e  g e n t l y  r o l l i n g  landscape t h a t  surrounds - 

LIST ALL SrATES A N 0  COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES 
t he  Blenheim complex. 

STATE CODE COUNTY CODE 

-- 
STATF COD€ COUNTY CODE 

  FORM PREPARED BY 
N A M E /  TITLE 

V i rg in ia  H i s t o r i c  Landmarks Commission S t a f f  .-- - 
ORGANIZATION DATE 

V i rg in ia  H i s t o r i c  Landmarks Commission December, 1975 
STREET& N U I C ~ B E R  - TELEPHONE 

221 Governor S t r e e t  804-786-3143 
CITY OR TOWN STATE . 

Richmond Vi rg in ia  

V STATE HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICER CERTIFICATION - .- 
THE EVALUATED SIGNIFICANCE OFTHIS PROPERTY WITHIN THE STATE IS: 

X NATIONAL- STATE - LOCAL - 
As the designated State H~storic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation ~ c t  of 1966 (Public Law 89-665). 1 
hereby nominate this property for in:lusion in the National Register and certify that i t  has h e n  evafuated according to thz 
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