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Forno i0-300 UNITED STATE S DEPARTMENT O F THE INTERIOR STAT E : 
(July 1969) NATIONAL PAR K SERVI CE Vi_r,... ;.,j_.:\ 

COUNTY : 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES /\ l bc:.-:.1 rlc 1/1 INVENTORY - NOMINA,ION 
4 

VU<-
FORM FOR NPS USE ONLY 

I I ~/1'3, ~R#P- 9:, ( '~ ,3 ENTR Y NUMBE:R DATE 
(Type ,ill entries - compete applicable sections) 

~NAME 
.. . 

. , . . ...... 
COMMON : 

.i\~h t ,n-1n 
ANOI OR HISTORIC ! 

Hi2:hland 
~LOCAT_ION -. --~ ·.·. 

.. · ,· .... ... ·. .. ··-:.::.::.:· ·····. .. -.. -. 
.. 

S T REET AN C' NUMBERt 

/, -~. - NU o " ~ L 7('\ 'i _8 rl11 .• SH () f intc::- :-; cct i on Rt . 53 . 
CITY OR TOWN t 

s ; f'""" 'ld r in i,,J· ,,( SC'•.•0n th D:'..;; :::::.·;ct Con" rcssr:inn J .:iracs I(cnncth Rob ::.nson) 
STATE I CODE I COUNTY, I CODE 

1'.j,- - "ni:, I 'i i I /\ 1 h c:T.1;:-l C I 003 
~CLASSI Fl CATION --

.)<' /'. ·t i 
CATEGORY 

OWNERSHIP STATUS 
ACCESSIBLE 

(Check One) TO THE PUBLIC 

D Di strict ~ Building D Publ ic Publ ic Acquis i t ion: G) Occupied Yes: 

D Site D Structure rn Pri vale D In Process D Unoccupied El Restr i cted 

D Object D Both D Beino Considered · 0 Preservat ion work 0 Unrestricted 

f n progress D No 

P RESENT USE (Check One or More ss Appropriate) 

D Agr icultural D Gov@rnment D Park D Transportat ion 0 Comments 

D Commercial D Industrial D Private Residence 0 Other (Specify) 

D Educational D Military D Religious 

D Entertainment ~ Museum D Scientific 
.... ... 

f,t. OWNER OF PROPERTY 
.. 

} ::-.:\ ... \:\,,. .::r :t ·.>,,,::.:• :: :-: . ...... •· 
OWNER'S NAME: 

..::::: 
J -. ,• \l . Johns ,~. 

'--_; '1 
STREET ANO NUMBER: c~ ,,. 

Lcc-J.::c1:son McDorL1l, Inc., /1.0'.:i Cit:zcns Co,,;r:1onwca::. t h Center Build in ~, 
:,;:,. 

CITY OR TOWN: STATE : CODE I).) 

Ch nrlo ttcsv :'. llc Virginic'.l c; 1 .., ~ 
['s:FLOcAT!ON OF ~-EGAL DESCRIPTION 

.. c:r@r. '/· :: ::=: 1;, -... -:::.:. :/{',,:,.•,,:-·····'./ :. < .; 
COURTHOUSE, REGISTRY OF DEEDS, ETC: 

> 
Albc~.:irl.e County Court House 

,... 
CT 

STREET AND NUMBER: ID 
:1 
I).) 
If 

CITY OR TOWN : STATE CODE , .. 
() 

Ch.-:,:i ottcc;·.; il le V .:_-:_-~ i n :L1 51 
j6, . REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURve·vs - : ...... · .. 

TITLE OF SURVE:Y: 
: 

!1.:0~0i~_',: L\r.icr i.cnn BuildinP.s Survc" Inventor,· 
DATE OF SURVEY : 11") f,0 g Federol D Stole D County D Local 

b£P0SIT0RY FOR SURVEY RECORDS: 

L "br<1r" of /;nn<>i-f'cc: 
STREET AND NUMBER: 

CITY OR TOWN : STATE! - - CODE ,__ 
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• ~DESC1\l~TIONEo:::~llent B Good O Foi, o(C::,::.~,:~~d D Ruins D Unuposed 

CONDITION ----------:---------·-,-------~--::-:----:--------1 
(Check Onn) I (Check One) 

G Altered O Unaltered O Moyed EJ Original Site 
DE SC RI e e: TH e: p R £.s E:N T AN-:-=-o_o_R_l_Gl_N_A_L_(:-;l-:-f -=-,.n-.,-w-nJ-:-P--H-V-SI_C_A_L_A_P_P_E_A_.R_A_N_C_E: _______________ --1 

I. C~ncral Statement: 
A. Arcbitcct1rral ch.:1.rocte:r: Ach 1mm :i.c an example of o. simple 1.atc .. 

c i.0htccnth-c c~tury cot ta0 c with rai.d-ninc teen th century nddi tions to the 
west. 

B. Condition of the Fabric: Goo<l. 
II. Description oF the E;:tcrior: 

A. O•:cr..111 dimcncIJ.rns: The a:tginal part of the house is three b.:1ys lon[;, 
three bay~ wide nnd one stor7 h!~h. It {5 joined to a mid-nineteenth ccntur1 
two-ovcr-tvo central hall GcldJtion by .'.l. short wide hGll serving as a parlort 
which may be a portion of the original wing of the house. There is a small 
shed .:id<lition o_n the soutlmest corner of the old section. The slope of 
the tcrrnin crcatco an English ba::;cment on the couth side. 

B. Foundations: Brick. 
C. W.:i.11 construction: Clapboardo, painted white. The western four 

r.ooms arc of brick noggin covered with clapboard. 
D. Porches: The north porch on the original portion of the house has 

a [jublc roof supported by two piers and two pilasters along.the wall of the 
house. A shed roof covers a small two-story porch formed on the south side 
by the irregularities of t:hc floor plan. A pedimented two-story portico 
cupportcd by modified Tuscan columns is on the east facade of the addition. 
A balcony juts under the second floor doorway on this side. 

E. Chimneys: Two interior end chimneys with brick stacks arc in the 
addition. A chimney is in the cannec ting parlor, ·with a central chimney in 
the original po;:tion of the house. A large brick chimney rises above the 
north doonmy in this portion. 

F. Openings: 
1. Doorways and doors: The doon1ays on the north and south of the 

older portion have molded trim. Six-paneled doors open into the house. The 
first and i:;ccond floor cast doorways in the facade of the addition have 
three-paned transor.is, three-paned sidelights and molded trim. The doors arc 
four-paneled. 

2. Uindows: The windovs in the addition have molded trim. These 
wooden double-hung ,-1indows have sb:~ovcr-::,ix sashes. In the older section 
some of the windows hnve a molded trim, while others have plain trim. . The 
snsh in the wooden double-hung windows varys from different ·sizes of four­
over-four to si:~-over-six to nine-over-nine. The ,: 1.;cdows have shutters. 

G •. Roof: A gable roof with a shed extension to 
the sot:tli ;"s covered ui th tin. The conncc ting pnssuge-parlor and the cottaz c 
::;cction share the same ridge line, although the slope differs. The additior 
to the cast has n gable roof. 

II. Description of the Interior: 
A. Floor plan: The eactcrn addition has a two-over-two central hall 

plan. A wi-dc roor.i or passage serv:lng as a parlor connects this to the four 
roqm squnrc cottugc. These four rooms arc divided by narrow passage wa:,·s. 
The small southwest addition provides more hal 1 space. 

n. Stairway: A narrow enclosed single~run stair ascends in the south 
passagmmy. 

C. Door.rays and doors: The dooruays have architrave trim nnd four­
pnncllcd doors. 

D. Trim: A chair rail ,-,ith a simple molding at the top and a base­
board with a molding at the top .ire found in some of the rooms. In other 
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Ferm 10-JOOa 
(J1tly 1969) 

fNumbe? elf entrfH) 

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 

I MVENTORY • NOMIN.A TION FORM 

(Continuation Sheet) 

7. rnomo, there .ic onl:/ a plnin haocboard. 

STATE 

COUNTY 

A 1 bci:im· lc 

FOR NPS USE ONLY 
ENTRY NUMBER I DATE 

I 

E. llcaU.nG: Thc;:c arc fircplncoc in every room in the old occt1-on of 
the houca vith mantels rangin3 from simple to elaborate ntylcn. The more 
cl c.1~C"l,:,"l Lf' inc J.ude sunbur::its and reeded cn13agcd colm:ms, or a wi<le irtoldcd 
co:.·nicc \.'c tll a pl.1in frieze and pilnoters. The oimplcot a.-rc mndc up of a 
pJaln c~clf, frieze on<l pilaotero. 

IV. S itc: 
A. General setting: The front of the old section of Ash Lawn faces 

nm:th tm:nrd Monticello lrh:i.ch i.s visible from its porch. The addition 
facade faces caot with n long rm, of bo::uood lending from it to the r.,arblc 
statute or Nonroe. The c.:i.atern entrance is <lom.i.nated by t.hio boxwood. 
Nnny other paths a1:c lined with huge bm~·rood and ndditionnl box provide a 
frame for the statute by Piccirilli. 

B. Outbuildini;s: A complex of three out.buildlnga ctands south of the 
houoc including a gablc:-roofcd ice house, a go.blc-roofcd cabin with an 
exterior end brick chimney, and a smokehouse with a pyramidal roof. 

I 
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IQP.Q 

PEFIIOO (Choel< On" or More•• Approprlalo) 

0 Pre•Columblan I O 16th Century 

O 15th Century O 17th Century 

SIOECIFIC OATElsl (If Applicable end Known) 1799 
AFIEAS OF S.IGNIFICANCE (Cllect On• or More •• Appropriate) 

Abor lglnol 0 Education 
0 Prehl1tarlc 0 Engineering 

D Historic D Industry 

D Agrlculture D Invention 

D A re: h I te cture 0 Landscape 

0 Art Arc:hltecture 

D Commerce D Llteratu,e 

D Communlcatlan1 D MIiitary 

D CanHrvallan D Music 

STATEMENT OF SIGNI .. ICANCE 

0 
D 

D 
0 
D 

D 
D 

El 18th CHtury 

l;J 19th C•ntury 

Political 

Religion/Phi. 

losophy 

Science 

Sculpture 

Socio I/Human-

ltarlan 

Theater 

Tran1partation 

0 20th Century 

0 Urban Planning 

t:J Other (Specify) 

history 

Anh L.:iwn in Alber.w.rle County uas one of the hor.ics mmcd b:,· Jar.ics Nonroe, 
thrice governor of Virginia, Minister to France und England, Secrct.iry of 
State and of Har, and President. of the United States from 1817 to 1825. 
Nonroe bought the propc.:-ty in the late eighteenth century to be near his 
fr~ ends Thomas Jefferson, Jamea Hadioon, and William Shoi·t 1 ,:md m.:i.dc it his 
home for a number of years. Monroe called this property Highland or The 
Highlands, and termed the house there his "cabin caotlc. 11 Monroe 1·cqucsted 
a dcaign for a house from Jefferson at several different times and Jefferson 
promised to supply one. It is not definitely knm-m, however, if Jefferson 
contributed to the <lcsign of Highland. 

The house, the ,:estern section of the present structure, i:,·1as finished 
in 1!299, and insured l'rith the Mutual Assurance Company in 1800. This house 
served as Monroe's home between r.inny absences incurrc<l b:; his travels abroad 
and his duties to h:i.o state and country. Although Monroe retained the 
Highland property until 1830, he was i·equired to spend more time in Washingtbn, 
and consequently spent more of his free moments at his Loudon County estate, 
Oal: l!:!.11. Even thounh Monroe ,,as unable to spend as much time at Highland 
as ho would have U.1:cd, his property in Albemarle near hts friends rctn.ined 
n special ~coning to hira. 

Monroe sold 1-Iighlnnd to E.A. Goodwin for $t8, 1/}0 in 1830. The property 
was purchased latcr-b7 Joseph E. Massey. The eastern section of the house 
,ms constructed about 1860. The po.soageway-parlor connecting the tt10 nectio:1s 
of the house is probably an original wing of the Nonroe house. Jay W. Johns 
purchaoed the property from the H.nsaey heirs in 1930. Ash Llnm is presently 
an historic house museum administered by the Lee-Jackson Memorial, Inc. 
of which Johns is the founder and the president. 

G.H. 
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l,9; MAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REPERENCES 

ll.:1rt·y A1:1mon, Jn:·:ics lfom·oe The Qllcr.t for N.:1i~.J. Identity, Neu York: McGrnw 
IIJ.11, 1.1)71. 

H.P. Crcn:::on, Jnmcn Monroc.z Chapel llll.l: The U.,N.c. Press, 191l6. 
F.i.lcco .1.t 1:hc Alderman Li.urL'lry, u.v.A., Cliar.lotto~villo. 
V:i.~·::;.in.i..:1 Hi.r::toric I.andmm·trn Commiaoion files. 

[l(t., :GEOGR ~ ?Hf CA,~--~-_O_A ___ T_A_.:··_ ... _. _,. ·· ... · ""'-'-'--................. •· ...... •·· ·<.._.>''_.."·~·:::J>•:-:·::c,c,-,.: :.: ... .- .. : .. :.::c:c·."'·::" .. ,·., ...... •.·,.···" " "··,"•C:.:"'•.,., ...•. ""······~:}.•,;;. 
LATITUDE AND 1..0NUITUDE COORDINATES 

DEFINING A RECTANGLE L()CATING THE PROPERTY 

1..ATITUDE AND LONGITUDE COORCIN.ATES 
0 bEFINING THE CENTER POINT OF .A PROPERTY 

l-----,.----------.------------l R 1-------o_F_'-_E_s_s_T_H_A.,...N_T.;;E;,;..N;....;.;A""c"'"R;.;;E;.;;s;,.._ _____ -4 
CORNER I..ATITUOE LONGITUDE LATITUDE LONGITUDE 

Daer••• Mlnuta1 Seconds De;r••• Minute, Seconds 
NW 37 0 59 I 09 • 73 0 27• !: 1 .. 

Dagrees Minutes Seconds DegreH Minutes S•conds 
0 • 0 • 

NE 3 7 ° /:"(j' I _, - 09 • 78 0 27• 00• 
SE 37 ° :.i3 I 35" 78 0 27• oo .. 
~w 37 0 r;p. is. 7f\ 0 ?7• le,. 

APF>ROXIMATE ACREAGIE OF NOMINATED PROPl!:RTY: 

11..IST AI..L STATES ANO COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE ()R COUNTY BOUNOARIES. 

STAT!:.: CODE COUNTY CODE 

STA Tia: CODE COUNTY: CODE 

STATIS:: CODE COUNTY: CODE 

' STATE: CODE COUNTY: CODE 

NAME .AND TITI..E: 

Vi;:~ r.r: :'..:i. Historic Landmarks Commission Staff 1----~---------------------------------T---------··-ICATE 

Deccr.ibcr. 1972 

ORGANIZATION 

Viri;-I.nia Historic Lnndr.u:irks Cotr.mic:sion 
STl'lEET ANO NUMSEl'l: 

J;.oo:-:i 11~ r., l'Tinth Street State Office Buildinn 
CITY OR TOWN: 

r.ich:.:oncl 

As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na­

tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 

89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclm1ion 

in the National Register and certify that it has been 

evaluated according to the criteria and procedures set 

forth by the National Park Service. The recommended 

level or significance of this nomination is: 

National D State ~ Local 0 

Name ~.!IU.'f{i).L..J~~-!/~IJ.~~~~ 
J J'.::. Fishburne, Director 
vlrginin Historic 

Title _LI.I,.>.!'· n.c;ds:,-lT...._, .... a..,,r._.1 ... ; .. s__.C..,o ... cra ......... i ... s..,r ... a .i,..pCLn.__ _____ _ 

STATE CODE 

Vir::--ini.:t ,;1 

I hereby certify that this property is included in the 

National Register. 

Chief, 01/Jce of Archeoloi1Y and Historic Preset-vat/on 

Date -------------------

ATTEST: 

Keeper of The National Register 

Date-------------------

m 
m 

z 
VI 

-t 
:::0 

C: 

n 
-t 

0 

z 



1 

VI 

z 
0 

J­

u 
=> 
a:: 
I­
VI 

z 

w 
w 
VI' 

For~, 10-301 
(July 1969) 

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

MATIOHAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 

PROPERTY MAP FORM 

(Type all entries - attach to or enclose with map) 

STATE 

Virgin.La 
COUNTY 

FOR NPS USE ONLY 

ENTRY NUMBER 

t 3 mi mr of inters cc ti on wHh. Rt. 53. 
CITY OR TOWNt 

TO BE INCLUDED ON ALL MA.PS 

1. Property broundaries where required. 

2. North arrow. 

J. Latitude and longitude reference. 

DATE 

- ----·---- -- ·- - _, ___ - ------- -- ------------ --------- - - -

VI 
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 

PROPERTY PHOTOGRAPH FORM 

(Type all entries - attach to or enclose with photograph) 

STREET ANO NUMBl;'.R; 

STA.TE 

COUNTY 

i\lbcr;iarlc 
FOR NPS USE ONLY 

EN TRY NUMBER OAT!;: 

1-

u 
::, .I: mi. NH of Rt. 795, .8 mi. SW of inte.:-section with nt. ·53. 

CITY OR TOWNr 

a:: S:i r.,con vicin:i. ty 
I- STATE, 

VI Virr,fnia 
z 3/ PHOTO Rf;FER 

w 
w 
Vt 

PHOTO CRE:01 Tl 

D.t.TE OF PHOTO: 

E:GATIVE FIL!;'.0 ATt 

COUNTY, 

I Bl> VIEW, DIRl;;CTI ON, 11:TC, 

View from the north. 

GPO 921°737 



ASH LAWN 
latitude 

N\.137°59 109 11 
longitude 
78°27 141" 




