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Buck Moun tain Church 
ICITY OR TOWN: S TAT E: 
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7, DESCRIPTION 

O E,cellen1 [I Good Cl Fair O Dclerioroted D Ruins 0 Unexposed 
·1~- · (Clleck One) 

· (Check One.> (Chock On") CONDITION . ----------------.- ------]---------· 

1jt Altered [_] Unaltered [}t Maved O Origincl Site 

DESCRIBE THE-PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

Buck Mountain Church stands in a shaded burying ground on the out
skirts of the village of Earlysville in Albemarle County. The buff painted 
frame building measures 50'2 11 X 26 1 3 11 and is set on a low rubble foundation. 
As originally constructed in 1747 it measured 60' X 301 • Despite the 
reduction in size following its dismantlement, moving, and re-erection 
around 1861, it is believed that most of the building's present roof trusses, 
upright framing members, and hewn floor joists date from the original con
struction. Some of the beaded clapboarding on the north side also may be 
colonial. The building is covered by a gable roof with a simple cornice 
that returns on the gable ends. This cornice probably dates from the 
rebuilding. A double door on the north side has been boarded over, and the 
church is now entered Lhrough double doors on the west and south sides. 
Some of the trim around the w~st door may be original. The curious arrange
me1~t of doors on the north and south sides has led to the speculation that 
the ci:rnrch was reversed in the rebuilding, and that the north door was the Vl 

original south door, with the present south doorway dating from the 1860' s. m 

The church has three windows on either side, each containing 
early but not ori~inal six-over-six sash. A sui.a.11 vestry has been added 
to the present east endo · A nineteenth-century lattice-work bell tower 
stands to the east of the vestry, 

The interior walls of the church aJ~e wainscoted. Plaster is 
employed on the upper portions of the walls and on the flat ceiling. The 
smallcnancel has a semi-circular altar rail with balusters and simple 
handrail. On each side of the altar is a door leading to the vestry. It 
is possible that some of the wainscoting and· floor boards are original. 

G. Ho 
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SIGNIFICANCE ~--..-----"·------------ ~-------~---..,:;....,.,e.......,...._----~----'---------1 
PERfOD (Cherk Ono or .~10fe .ns Appropti.nt-e) 

0 Pre-Columbian: [l \6th Contu,y 

0 !5th c,.ntury O l7tl, Century 

:[l J81h Cenlc•ry 

C{l 19th Century 

0 20th Contury 

SP EC I FIC DAT Els) (If Ap;,li_c,._t_,,_., _,._n_d_K_n_o_w~n) ___________________________ ---i 

AREAS OF S1GN1 FICANCE (C/tecl< One or More as Appropdme) 

Abor igino1 0 Edu<:cti on 

D Prchislo,ic 0 Engineering 

D His1otic D 1 ndus try 

0 Agriculture D Invention 

!XI A,chi1<>ctu,e 0 land scope 

D Art Ard,itccture 

D Commerce 0 literature 

Cl Corr,mLJnl~otlons 0 Military 

0 Con:Servation 0 Music: 

--------
STATEMENT OF SlGNlFICANCE 

0 Political 

CZ R .. ligion/Phi. 

losophy 

0 Sctence 

0 Seu !pture 

Ci Socio I/Human-

itatian 

[J Theater 

CJ Transport.::1tion 

0 Urban Plonning 

0 Other (Specify) 

Buck Mountain Church is an architectural rarity for being one of two 
remaining colonial Anglican churches in Virginia's Piedmont section. It 
is also one of some half-dozen frame colonial churches in the State. The. 
survival of this sternly simple edifice affords the opportunity of 
approximating the general form of colonial churches erected in this region 
of Virginia. As contrasted with the more substantial Tidewater churches: 
with their fine br.lckwork and handsome interior appointments, the frontier 
Piedmont churches such as Buck Mountain were quite austere and almost 
always were of frar.1e* 

Buck Mountajn Church was one of thi·ee frame churches built in 
Fredcrick:,;v ille l'drish soon a ft Qr its formation i.n 1742. After the 
Disestablishment~ in the period 1801-1833, the church was used by non
Episcopalians, chiefly Baptists. Oving to this fact, as well as to the 
fact that the Episcopalians had no title _to the: church recorded at the 

"Albemnrle County Court House, the original parishioners had to repurchase 
their own building when it was decided to re-establish the parish in 1833. 

The church was dismantled and moved to its present site from its 
original site on 11 the road from Michie' s Tavern ta Earlysville" (about two 
miles west of the present location) in the l860's. It was at this time 
that the building may have been re-oriented and reduced in size. The 
former site. was marked by two gravestones, but they no longer can be seen. 
In 1930 the Colonial Dames erected a granite ma.rlwr commemorating the Churcl\ 
just outside the present churchyard, The original manuscript of 
Fredericksvillc Parish's vestry book (1742~1787) is on loan at the State 
Library in Richmond. 

G.H. 
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10. GEOGRAPHICAL DATA 
·-·-· -L~~lTUD-~ AND LONc.-i~uoE coo~ocNATEs-----r -- L·;.,.·-r1·TuoE AN[YLONGITUDE cooRD1NAT-;_,-s~----
DEFIN1NG A RECTANGLE LOCATING THE PROPERTY Q DEF!NlNG THE CENTER POINT OF A PROPERTY 

---------- R ____________ o:..:..F-=L~E~'-='-'-T~H~A;'c'_T:..:.._F~Nc.cA~C~R-'-=E"-s ________ _, 
LAllTUDE L:ONClTUDE 

f-------------'--------------J 
Degrees Minutes Seconds Oogrees Minutes Seconds. 

0 0 

CORNER LATJTUDE LONGITUDE ------- ---------
Degrees Minutes Seconds o ... grees Minutes Seconds 

NW 38 0 09 ' 20 78 0 28 57. 
NE 38 0 09 20 7 8 0 28 1,6 .. 
SE 38 0 09 11 78 0 28 46 • 
SW 38 0 09 11 78 0 28 57 • 

APPROX!Mi..TE ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY: 10 acres ·-·----- - ----- ------------···---------- ----------J 

ST ATE: CODE ~-
STA TC: 

STATE: 
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ll. !'ORM PREP_ARF.D:__::B.;.Y __ _ 
NAt,••:: AND TITLE· 

__ S:1 r.z.;J r. ;_a __ lI·i s _torj c L:-t 1~~ra::-i. rk.s_ CQ111m_:i.s f i qn__S..t.af f 
QF:.Gr,,~I £A TIO_N 

Vl_l~GINIA HISTO_RIC LANDMARKS COJJl115SlQN __ 
STREEl A~ID NLJME!Ef~: 

Rool]l__ 1116 .,__N_int.h....sJ:re.e.L.S.tate..filfi.c.e_ ,uildi.ng-------------.------1 
CITY on TOWN: STATE CODE 

Richmond ·----------__ ,,_ __ V,"i_·~ r _gin ia 'i 1 
i_l 2- $TA T F. LI A! SON OFFICER C E RT I FI C Al!Oa ,N'----l\----...'.N.::A:_lc_:· !:.::0::_N:.::A::L:..:.:R.:::E.::G::.I ::_S ·:r, E::..:.:.R ~V~E;;.;R.:,:lc:_F.:.1 C;:.A:;:.;.T.:,:I 0;;.;!;.1 ---i 

As the designated State Liaison Offj(;er for the Nc1-

tiorwl Historic Prcserv.i.titrn Act of 1966 (Public L:nv 

89-(,65), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion 

in the National Re~ister o.nd certify that it has been 

evaluated nccordlllR to thf' criteria and procedures set 

forth by the .National Park Servict~. The recommended 

level of sir,nificauce of this nomination is: 

National O State KJ Local L.J 

•·~.~i:~,mo, 
Tit 'P Va. Uis toric Land.mark.; Cammi ss i 01 

I hrreby certify that this ptopcrty is included in the 

National J,;q,,ister. 

Chief, Office of Archeology and Historic Preservation 

Date 

ATTEST: 

Kc'C'[ler of Tlic National Rl'(;istcr 
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