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Tre Nationel Burvey of Historic Sites =nd Buildings:

Rotunda, University of Virginia, Virginia

Thomas Jefferson founded the University of Virginia at Chazliottes-
ville in 18190 and considered it one of his three greatest achicve-
ments. Architecturally and spiritually., it is a Ditting monmmt
to his genius. He laid out plams for an "acadenical villiage,
complete with pavilioms, "hotels,” dormitories, colornades sud
arcades, Torming Three sides of a quadrangle. Domlneting the plao
was_the Rotueda, a half-scale adsptation of the Fantbecn in Roxe.
Extending southwsid from the Rotunda on eilther side of the lawn
are the ascodemic pbuildings, each row consisting of five 2-etory
pavilions in e variety of classical styles, linked by one-story
blocks bLehind Tuscan colomnades. Beyond the East and West Tawn,
as they ave called, are located the single~-story East and West
Ranses s used ror atzxient houa:mg : 3re crecté&d uader Jefferson's
R L8 ; Rotulida being incomplete at the time
\m hie death. "l'hree build:ugs by Stanford White rounded oui the
incomplete quadrengle in 1898.

In the mid-19ch century the classical liaes of the Rotunda were
changed by the zddition of a muiti-story wing to the portih side;
but the intruding wing was desiroyed by fire in 1895. The isferic
of the Rotunda wag redesigred by Vhite following the Zire. Reatol- ’
ation of the "accdemicel villaze" has bean undervay for some time.

Several. of the pavilions have been restored, and plans have been

formulated to recreate in the Rotunde the original offices for the
Prezident of the University and the Boawd of Visitors. |}

M3HE8:738
1.15-65



