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Rotunda, Un1vermity or v~, Virginia 

'l!lamas Jefferson founded the l10iveraity of' Virginia a:t Cha:dottes-­
ville in 1819 and considered it one of bis three greatest achieve­
ments. ATchitecturally and spiritually, it is a .fitting monument 
to h:i.s gen.i.us. He laid out plans tor an 1'acadetrl.ca1 vill8€;e ~ ,. 
complete ri th pavj l i cmo, "hotels," dormitories, colcmnadc~l e.rul 
arcades, l:Ol'Ild.ng ·three sideo of a quadrangle. Dominating the ;pJ ao 
-.,e.e the RgtUllda, a hAlf .. seale adaptation of the Pant,beou ;ip E®e­
Elctending sou-th-wm"d frOIJ the Rotunda 0::1 either r;tde of the Lawn 
are the acadE'141.c build.ir:lgs, ea~ rtnl" consisting of five 2•-•etory 
pavilions in a variety of cle.odcal styles, linked by one--1r~y 
blocks behind Tu.Bean eol.onnadea.. Beyond the East and Wea-'.; :r.a.ro., 
as they are call.¢'d., are loca·ted the s.ingle-&tt¥"Y Ea.st and Went 
R8.?lg0S, used tor atudent ho-using. v e ere er Jettei·eon I s 

\ 

e on, e • being in.COmplete at -the time 
of' his dE>.ath. Three b-uildi..?Jgs "by stanford Whit e rounded out the 
incomplete qu.a.d.rang.le in 1898. 

Int.he :mid-l9'iili century the classical lines of' the RotunrJ.a were 
changed by the addition of a multi-story wing to the north aide; 
but the 1ntrw:iul8 wing ,ms d.es·i;rayed by :are in 1895. The 5.~tqa'iar 
of the Rottillda was redesign. ed by White t'oll.mrl.ng. the fire. Resta .. ·•·1 
ation of the "ecademical village" has been undcn;ay fa.r eome time. 
&evers.l of the :-.9avilions have been restored, and pla.ua have been 
t"o.nnulated to recreate in the Rotunda the original offices f o~ tblZ: 
President. of the University and the Board of Visit.o?s. 

r • - ---

MSRS:S : ?BS 
11 ... 15-65 

NHL Listed: 12/21/1965


