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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Wigwam is a complex of two frame one-and-a-half story structures

set at right angles to one another. It is believed that the rear ell was
built in the late-eighteenth century and the front section, with its
larger windows and interior refinements, was added in the early-nineteenth
century. The front block has large nine-over-nine sash windows on its
five-bay front with a central double door entrance featuring side lights
and a transom, both using two rows of panes. The porch has a simple gable
roof supported by slender turned posts. The two wide interior end chimneys
contrast with the two larger and deeper end chimneys on the rear ell
whose dormers and windows conform more in size and shape to those of the
eighteenth century.

The interior of the ell has been altered but the front block retains

much of its original woodwork. The central hall features a simple stair
with rectangular balusters and a square newel post. There are a series

of panels above the handrail on the stair wall diminishing in height as
the stair ascends which gives an exaggerated perspective. The south room
has a paneled dado and dentiled cornice, and the chimney breast has two
fluted pilasters on either side of the central paneling which, in turn, is
divided in the center by a single pilaster. The mantel in the north room
on the second floor has architrave framing with a single large panel
above it topped by a cornice shelf. The closet doors on either side of the
chimney breast are placed so near the fireplace that the architrave
frames of the doors are intercepted by the cornice shelf and the molding
is not continued below the shelf. This personal touch in design when
combined with the stair, and the unusual central pilaster motif on the
downstairs mantels gives a Mannerist feeling to the interior features.

Most of the interior paneling has been sanded down to its natural finish,
and a crude archway has been cut which leads from the hall into the south
room.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE (Include Personages, Dates, Events, Etc.)

Wigwam was the home of Governor William Branch Giles (1762-1830). Giles
was a member of the United States House of Representatives from 1790 to
1798 and served as a United States Senator from 1804 to 1815. While
Senator, he led the opposition against President James Madison's policies
during the War of 1812, He became Governor of Virginia in 1827 and
served as a member of the convention that revised the Constitution of
Virginia in 1830.

In addition to its historical associations, the building is also noted
for its interior woodwork.




Anderson, D. R., Wilfiam'Branch Giles, Menosha, Wisconsin: 1915.
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