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0 Ex.-.,Jl.,nt 0 Deteriorated 0 Ruins 

(Check On<t) (Check One) 

1K] Alter8d O Unalter8d 0 Movetd el OriginQI Site 
DESCRIBE THE PRESENT ANO ORIGINAL (if known) PHVSICAL APPEARANCE 

I. General Statement: 
A. Architectural character: 

Santillane is an important example of the large, architecturally 
conservative Greek Revival farmhouses erected in southwest Virginia in the 
mid nineteenth century. Like most such dwellings,they were not architect 
designed, but were erected by local builders working with architectural 
handbooks. 

B. Condition of the Fabric: Good. 

II. Description of the Exterior: 
A. · Over-all dimensions: Santillane is two stories high, three bays 

long, four bays wide, and measures 52 feet by 44 feet. A kitchen wing to 
the northwest is three bays long, one story high, and measures 29 feet by 
18 feet. 

B. Foundations: Brick. 
C. Wall construction: The brick facade walls are laid in Flemish 

bond on both the main section and the wing above the water table; the joints 
have been lined on the main section. Below the water table is five-course 
American bond. The sides and rear of the main section and the wing are laid 
in five course American bond. 

D. Porches: The present tetra-style two-storied portico with slend 
Tuscan columns, Chinese lattice balustrade, and rectangular balusters at the 
floor level dates from the twentieth century. and replaces Qn earlier one
story porch. A smaller one~story porch with two columns and similar feature 
is on the southwest side. 

E. Chimneys: The brick stacks of the four interio~-end chimneys 
·project from the shallow hipped roof. An exterior chimney 1-Tith stepped 
shoulders is at the end of the wing. 

F. Openings; 
1. Doorways and doors: The main doorway is inspired by 

31, 11A Design for a Window," in Asher Benjamin's The Practical House 
The elements of design are similar, but the proportions differ. The 
of this three part doorway, which also features consoles and slender pilast 
is based on plate 27 in the same work. The other doorways have architrave 
and simple lintels. 

2. Windows: The window framing of the facade consists of 
architrave trim, square sills, and lintels wil!h corner blocks and bullseyes. 
The lintels elsewhere have plain corner blocks. The double-hung six-over
si~ sash has smaller lights in the wing than in the main section. 

G. Roof: The main section is covered by a shallow hipped roof, 
the wing by·a low-pitched gable roof. Both employ sheet metal covering. 

II. Description of Interior: 
A. Floor plan: Santillane features a spacious center hall with pa 

of rooms on either side. The two southeast rooms are separated by a narro 
transverse hall. 

B. Stairway: A two-run, open-string stair with molded handrail an 

1 rectangular balusters ascends in the south west corner of the main hall. T e 
handrail ends in a volute with a central newel. The secondary stair in the 
transverse hall is a simple open-string, two-run arrangement. 

~~~~~~C~.'-- Wall an~ ceiling finish: The plaster walls and ceilings are 
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7. 
either painted or covered with modern wallpaper. 

D. Doorways and doors: On the lower floor the doorways feature 
symmetrically molded trim with simple corner blocks. A large doorway with 
sliding double doors is between the two northwest rooms. Architrave trim is 
employed on the upper floor. Two-paneled doors are throughout the house. 

E. Trim: The windows employ the same trim as the doorways. On the 
first floor a rectangular panel is set under each window. A wooden simple 
molding occurs on the ceiling near the wall, and another rather simple molding 
serves as the cornice, An ellipitical arch of architrave trim with plain 
soffit and a wooden keystone motif springs from piers on tall bases to span 
the mid-point of the lower hall. 

F. Heating: Although central heating is now employed, the original 
fireplaces and mantels remain. On the first floor, the shelves and friezes of 
the mantels are supported by stout Doric or Ionic columns. The upper floor 
mantels have paneled friezes and paneled pilasters. The large kitchen firepla, e 
retains its massive lintel carved from one log. 

I'{.. Site: 
A. General setting and orientation: Santillane is set on the 

flattened crest of a hill immediately southwest of Fincastle. It is surroundec 
by spacious grounds filled with large trees, and its rural visual quality is 
enhanced by Virginia post and rail fences. Just below the house is a stone 
spring house and pond. Santillane is approached by a meandering lane ascendini 
from Route 220. 

B. Outbuildings: Several brick gable roofed outbuildings are south· 
west of the house. One of these has diaper patterns worked in bricks and open 
spaces. 

G.P.H. 
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local history 

Santillane is one of the most distinguished homesteads in Botetourt 
County. Although it is in the fashionable style of the period, the Greek 
Revival house is architecturally conservative, and has little decorative 
trim. The house probably was built by Henry Winston Bowyer sometime in the 
1830's, and has been occupied by influential Botetourt families since that 
time. It occupies a commanding site on a hill overlooking the historic 
courthouse community of Fincastle. 

The tract on which Santillane stands was purchased by Colonel George 
Hancock in 1795. Although tradition states that Colonel Hancock built a 
house on this property before 1800, architectural evidence indicates the 
present house is not the house built by Hancock. The present Greek Revival 
dwelling dates from the 1830 1 s, but the kitchen wing may date from the time 
of the earlier house. Colonel Hancock was a delegate to the Virginia 
General Assembly in 1784-87, and 1792. He also served in the United States 
Congress at Philadelphia from 1793 to 1797. A letter written by Mrs. 
Hancock in 1805 records the name of the property as Santillane. Lewis and 
Clark visited here prior to their famous expedition, and were in Fincastle 
again in 1807. In 1808 William Clark married Hancock's daughter Judith. 

The Santillane estate passed to Colonel Henry Bowyer, an officer in 
Washington's Army, and clerk of the Court for 43 years, early in the 
nineteenth century. His son Henry Winston Bowyer inherited the property 
in 1831, and the Bowyer family retained the house until 1876. Today, 
Santillane is owned by R. D. Stoner, Clerk of the Court for twenty-one years 
and author of~ Seed-~ of~ Republic, an authoritative history of South 

\ west Virginia and Botetourt County. 

G.P.H. 
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