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B DESCRIPTION 
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

The prehistoric potential of the site was first noted in 1892 when aboriginal bur
ials were uncovered, but not removed, while workmen were excavating for the construction 
of an ice house. 

Archaeological investigations by the Archaeological Society of Virginia, Virginia 
Historic Landmarks Commission, and the Virginia State Library began in October 1968. 
In September 1969 the investigation was resumed by the Virginia State Library and the 
Archaeological Society of Virginia, who sampled the aboriginal occu at ion and located 
an historic com anent. Exca ations un overed abori inal features 

These features, containing predominantly Dan River ceramics (95.7%), with some Radford 
(3.3%), and New River ceramics (1%), date from the Late Woodland period. The Dan River 
component is within the northern-most limits of its reported range in Virginia. The low 
acidity in the soil accounted for the unusually well preserved faunal and charred vegetal 
remains, and bone and shell artifacts. Six Archaic period projectile points, including 
Kirk and Otter Creek, suggest that the site was sporadically visited from 6000 to 2000 B.C. 
Historical features uncovered included a Colonial ditch, an unmortared stone foundation 
with a later brick addition, presumed to be the house of and the remains of -
an ice house built in 1892. 
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The site encompasses a series of human occupation. There was 
slight utilization of the area during the Archaic period from 6000 to 2000 B.C. fol
lowed by a more intensive settlement during the Late Woodland period • . -
homestead beginning in 1742 constituted final utilization of the site. 

The well preserved Late Woodland occu ation has outstandin 
information on settlement patterning, 
-eatures. The floral and faunal remains should provide quantitative data on the sub
sistence base, which, from the archaeological tests, suggest horticultural practices, 
sµpplemented by hunting, fishing, and gathering. 

; 

Sometime after the Indian raid on Cedar Creek and Renicks Run in 1757, Coi. John ii 
&ichanan, who ·also lived at Cherry Tree Bottom,· erected For.t Fauquier. Historical records Ii 
do not demonstrate the exact location of Fort Fauquier in respect to al though 'i 
they existed contemporaneously. , 

. A house located on this site survived until 
provide information on fro.nti~r architecture, ~s 
and subsistence. (see continuation 

: 
1914 when it was torn down. This site may :1, 
well as on pioneer settlement patterns .. ! 
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