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/ Yargots stands on a wooded hill above the Chickahominy ?lver in the
nreciy populated northeast section of Charles City County. The sit
wonands an unspoiled view of the river and a marsh, called Eagle's BO“tOﬂ.
e house has sustained alterations, but most of its fine exteriox bricikwork
. and some imterior trim remain intact. The three-bay brick structure was one
or one and a half stories above basement until raised by addition of a fram
cecond story in the ninetecnth century. Exterior dimensions above water
ble are 444" by 20'8". The center stair passage is flanked by single
oms with an interior-end chimney at the north end and exterior chimney to Q
2 sauth. With the exception of a portion of the north gable which is laid :
in Ticmish bond, all brickwork is English bond. A unique feature of the’ '
:house is the glazlng of all headers on the east and west facades, resulting
. in a hovizontal striated pattern. The full effect of this tweatment iz now
" giminished by a peeling coat of white paint. Random glazing is found on th°
zzble ends, and 2 line of glazed headers follows the rake line of the or
roof. The T-shaped chimney shafts are topped with caps consisting of fo
corbeils. The sides of the exterior chimney are shouldered at the fixst and
second scory levels. An unusual feature of the upper shouldering is the
splay carried around three sides of the chimney at the same level. 1In most
' eighteenth century examples, any splay of the face is placed above that of
' the siles. A chimney treatment similar to Margots' 1s seen at the George
. Reid Housa, an early eighteenth céntury fratve house in Williamsburg.
éﬁ' ‘ The beveled water table is laid in alternating headers and stretchers.
similar course of beveled bricks is employed as weathering under the
window sills. All door and window arches have been replaced, and somez of
the brickwork of the southern end has been rebuilt., Exterior doors, Irames,
and sash are modern replacements. An end door to the north room is also
modern, but it may be in the location of an original opening.
he closed-stringer stair with pulvinarted frieze is similar to other
lace seventeenth or early eighteenth century examples at the Keeling House
in Virginia Beach and the Mason House in Accomac. The stailr ascends to the
ecutd floor in three runs separated by two landings. The hand rail is not
sorted by balusters as in the Keeling House and the Mason House, vather,
ctangular center rail running parallel to the hand rail and stringer |
ceks the posts. The rail of the main run is new, but an original vail |
rvives in the short run above. Boarding below the stringer is moder:n !
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rep scement. A small four-panel door below the stair gives access to steps
%o the basement, and a larger door of the same form serves the south rocm.
Thc ntrance from the first floor hall imto the north room and the noxth j
voum closet are hung with two-panel doors. These four original doors retain;
thair early ioriated HL hinges. All mantels are replacements. §
: The major latc addition to the house is the frame second Ffloor, an }
zltar ation that resulted in the loss of the original roof framing. Crude
~odorn shelters have been built above the west door and both end doors, and
2 freue single rcom was added to the east. Original brickwork was nct re-
moved in construction of this room and the secoad flioor. :
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE
Margots typifies the solidarity of the few surviving circa 1700 :
medivm-sized houses of Tidewater Virginia, and it exhibits several features
not found on other houses of the period. Although the construction date
and early history have not been documeanted, the house can be attributed to
the late seventeenth or carly cighteenth century on stylistic evidence. i
The three-bay elevation with one exterior and one interior-cnd
chimney is similar to other Virginia Houses of the seventeenth and early
eighteenth centuries, but the exterior chimney does not have the extremely
robust appearance of most seventeenth century examples. The straited
pattern of the glazed-header English bond on the principal facades is with- !
out parallel in the Cormonwealtin., The interior is distinguished by a fine
closed-string stair with interesting period details. )
Although the building's appearance has been defaced by additions of
inferior quality, the oxterior brick fabric is largely intact, aad the ;
interiox retains some of its original trim. The building is unoccupied but ;
is in basically sound condition.
The carly history of Margots is indefinite as a result of destruction
- of most of Charles City County's colonial records during the War Between
the States. The known ownership is complicated, and the property has been
"known by a variety of names sinee the late eighteenth century. e
The first reference to what appears to be the Margots land is a
patent issued to John Dansey in 1636 for 350 acres "a mile up Chickahominy
River on the N. W. side called by the name Claye banke, the point butting
S. E, upon the said river right opposite against the sunken marshes . . .
The patent is given as being in James City rather than Charles Cicy County.
Thig discrepancy may be an error in county name or the result of variations
in the county boundary lines im the 1630's. A 1686 patent to Francis Dancy,
| for 287 acres on the west side of the Chickahominy River may also refer to |
1 the Marzots land,
| The carliest owner who can be definitely established for Margots is
i Francis Hardyman Dancy, who owned 1325 acres there In 1732. A Irancis
1 Dancy is wecorded as serving in the Charles City Committee of Safegy in |
:
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1774, and he was probably a descendent 0f the seventeentil ceniury Daacys
srevicusly mentiomed. Deeds of 1794 from F, H. Dancy to Edward Duncy and
from Edward Dancy to John Ballard describing 150 of the 307 acres surrouandiag
the house refer to the nroperty as "Mergots.' The deed makes refercnce to '
"all houses, gardens . . .and anzurtences.” The remainder of the 507 acres
was deeded to Ballard in separate lots, and there are no references to
buildings on the lots.
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'ill", a name probably taken from a part of the property called "Gravelly Hill"

L 390 acre tract known as "Carey's." €. W. Beale purchased the land in 1933,
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in 1797, the 507 acres were sold to Turmer Christian, clerk of the Charles
City County Court, and it remained in the Christian family until 1836, by which
time the property had increased to 704 acres., The entire tract was called
VCioy Bank,' although the Lamb family property to the south was also called by
name. The Eagle's Nest property is elsewhere referred to as "Upper Clay
Sonc.’ A boundary dispute im 1850 resulted in a survey of the property which
is the basis for all surveys since. This survey, done by Lycurgus Lamb, is in
the Charles City County Court House, Plar Book I, p. 101, 1850. Blske deeded
Upmer Clay Bank to David Hamsford in 1854, Hansford immediately sold the
property, then containing 730 acres, to Junius Lawb, who owned Clay Bank
sdioining to the south. In 1864 Lawb deeded the 730 acres, then called “Gravel
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in a 1794 deed. The property passed through various ownershlps in the remaindet

I the nineteenth century, and by 1889 it hac been enlarged by the addition of

znd the house became known as "Eagla Lodgze." 1In 1973 the property, including
the early house, was sold to the Virginia Commission of Game and Imnland :
Fisheries by the Beale Estate.
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