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:. :i.:-.:-gots stands on .:i wooded. hill .:1bove the Chickahominy River iu the j 
:.;:1.::_·s,> .. y populated nor:theo.st section of Ch.:irles City County. The site \ 
co;:~::::·,i:~ls an unspoil1?.d v)..ew of the river and a marsh, called Eagle 1 s Bo::t:0;:i.. ! 

':~:c- :--..ou.se has sustained alte:rations, but r.iost of its fine exterior bric~work) 
anc: so~·.i.c interior trim remain intact. The three-bay brick structure ,:,-10.s o:ie 1 

o:· o;,~ m,d a l.wlf stories above basement until. rais~d by. addition of a frurne I 
scc0~u story in the nineteenth century. Exterior dimensions above water ; 
table are 44'4" by 20'8". The center stair passage is flanked by single 

1 

roo:o,s with an interior-end chimney at the north end and exterior chimney to 
::he south. \\ith the exception of a portion of the north gable which is laid 
i:1 :Clcc,ish bond, all brickwork is English bond. A unique feature of the· 
ho·..1sc: is· the glazing of all headers on the east and west facades, resulting \ 
i::1. a horizontal striated pattern. The foll effect of this t:ceatment i3 no;, I 
c:c..:c.,:nished by a peeling coat of white paint. Random glazing is found on the 1 

b&:Jle ends, a~d a line of glazed headers follows the rake lina of the originfll v. 

rooc. The T-sher,ed ch~-nney shafts arc topped with caps consisting of four ! 
cor'..)c~s. 'Yne sides of the exterior chi.'"'.:lncy are shouldered at the firs~ and 
s2c0::c; s cory levels. An unusual featu:ce of the upper shouldering is t:ie 

m 

m 

spl:i.y carried around three sides of the chimney at the sa..ue level. Ir£ :.nost 
eighteenth century ex&-nples, any splay of the face is placed above that of 
t"ne s :,_.es. A chir.u:iey treatmer .. t similar to ".:·!argots I iS seen at the George 
ReiC. ~lous<2l an early eighteenth century fr.:ii.--:ie house in Williamsburg. 

'.i.'he beveled water table is laid in alternating headers and stretchers.• 
A ,, i:::ilar course of beveled bricks is employed as weathering under the 
wir:10·1·:r sills. .All door and window arches have been replaced, and som2 uf 
ti:c ~ricktvork of the southern end has been rebuilt. Exterior doors, frame:s) '. 
,me: sash nrc modern replacements. An end door to the north room is also · 
~.~0(:2rn:i but it may be in the location of an original opening. 

The closed-stringer stair with ptilvinatcd frieze is similar to ot:-:cr 
la~" sc,vcnteenth or early eighteenth century exrunplcs at the Keeling Eouse 
in Virginia B0ach and the Hasen.House in Accomac .. Th2 stair ascends to the 
s2c0r:.d floor in tHrce runs separatC!d by ti:\TO landings. The hand rail is not 
su:"Jp,Ycted by balusters .as in the Keeling House and the }1ason House, rather, 
a r~ctnngula.r center rail running parallel to the hand rail and stringer 
.:0:.:~-.;(:ts thf: posts. The rail of the main run is nc·w, but an origin<1l rail 
~ur'..rivcs in th.2 short run abovcff Boarding below the st:..:-ingcr is mo<lcr-z-. 
1.·2:1J..~cc1;ic1:t. A small four-panel door below the s·tair gives access to steps 
~.:o tie b.::1se.:1.ent, and a Larger door of the sa.1H~ fonn serves the south ::oor.1. 
~::c entrance fror:-, the first floor hall i..1to the north room and the:. nort:--. 
~00:;; closet are. hung with two-panel doors. These fou:c original doors :ce.taii..1 I 
th::ir early £lori.ated BL hinges. All u'.antels ·are rcplac&.meats. ' 

The r.---.ajor late addition to the house is the frame second floor, ~=-~ 
~l~~c::ation that r,2sulced in the loss of the original roof :Erar.iing. C-:::-t.;.Ge 
:::0Cc:c;1, shel t.ers have been built above. the west door and botb. end doors, z.4d. 

a .:rc:.1nc single roor.1 was added to the ea.st. Original briclci;vork was not ~2-
r.-.ov12d. in construction of this room and the second floor .. 
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\ ,:>L:moo (Cl1C"c'< 0110 or Moro ll/< Appr.:ipri11le) 

I 0 Pre-Columbian l 

Cl 15th Century 

CJ 16,h C'"'"'Y 
0 17th Ci!'nlury 

':,{i 151h Century 

Q 19th Contury 

CJ 201h Ccnlury 

: SPEClf'"tC DATC:(S) (lf Applfr;:iblo and K.nuwn.) 

! "'AEAS OF SIGNIFICANCE (Check Ono or Moro oit A;:,propriato) 

I Abor i9inol CJ Education 0 Politico I L~ Urban ?lonnar,9 

i 0 Prchi$toric 0 Cnginccring 
~, Other (Sp,.-ci/yJ 

I 0 Reli:3ion/Phi. ~ 

I es Hi,storic 0 Indus try losophy 
I 
I 0 Agriculture t..J Invention 0 Science 

i rn Architecture 0 Londscopo C Sculpture 

0 Ad Architecture ::J Soc,ol/Humon-

0 Commerce 0 Li leroture itorion 

D Communications D Military CJ Theater 

0 Conservation 0 Music u Transportation 

ISTATEMENT OF' SIGNIFICANCE 

Margots typifies the solidarity of the few surviving circa 1700 
me<lirn;1-sized houses of Tidewater Virginia, and it exhibits several featuresf 
not found on other houses of the period. Although the construc~ion date ! 
and early history have not been documented, the house can bG attributed to I 
the late seventeenth or early eighteenth century on stylistic evidence. 

-The three-bay elevation ·with on2 exterior and one interior-end 
chinu.J.Cy is similar to other Virgin::..a Houses of the seventeenth and early 
eighteenth centuries, but the exte:;:-ior chimney does not have the cxtr-c~.ely I 
robust appearance of most seventGGnth century examples. The straited / 
pattern of the glazed-header English bond on the principal facades is with­
out parallel in the Comrr.onwcalth. The interior is distinguished by a fine ii 

closed-string stair with interesting period details. 
. _Althougl: the building: s app~arance ~as _been dc~ac:d by additions of I 
inferior quality, the exterior brick fabric is largely intact, aad the 
interior retains some of its original trim.. The building is unoccupied but I 
is in basically sound condition. 

The early history of Margots is indefinite as a re>sult of destruction! 
of most of Charles City County's colonial records <luring the W.:ir Between Ii 

the States. The known ownership is complicated, and the property :ms been I 
k:nown by a variety of n.:t.'TIQS since the iat_e eighteenth century. ~ 

The first reference to what appears to be the Margots land is a · 
pat~nt issued to John Danscy in 1636 for 350 acres 11 a mile up Chickahominy 
Riv"r on the N. W. side called by the name Claye banke, the point "butting 
S. I~. upon the said river right op?osite against the sunken marshes ..• ir l 
The po.tent is given as being in Jar..cs City rather than Charles Cicy County. I 

. Thi~ discrcpa.ncy may be an error in county name or the result of vo.ria-:.:ions! 
1 

in the county boundary lines in the 1630's. A 1686 pate>nt to Francis Dancyl 
for 287 acres on the west sicle of the Chickahominy River may also refer to ' 
the 1-iar:;ots land. 

The earliest ownc:c who can b12 definitely cst'1.blishcd for }t1~gct:s is 
F'.'i."'nncis Hardyman Dancy) who oi:med l.325 acrC!S there in 1732. A FrQ.;ic:ts 
Dancy is recorded as se:rving in tD.2 Cha:.~lc.:; City Cowrnitc2o2 of Safety in 
1774, an<l he was probably a dcscenC:ent o:E tO.c sevc.nteent'i.1 cen-::ury Jd:1cys 
previously meB.tioned. D2eds of 1794 i:ro:-.'. F. 1-1. D.::i.ncy· to Edw.:i~c: D~1:cy aEC: 
irom Edward Da1-..cy to John Eall.:1rd describing 150 of the 507 acr2s su'.i..4 rm.:;.1.C:ing 
the house refer to the ;,rop8rty as 11H2.rgots.u The deed makes r2fcrcnce to ( 
11n.ll houses, gardens • .and ap?urtcnci.:::.s:. 0 The rcwainder of -:::he 507 acres[ 
·was deeded to Ballard in separate lots, and there arc r1.o references to 
~uildings on the lots. 
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I In 1797, the 507 acres were sold to Turner Christian, clerk of the Charle• 
I City County Court, and. it remained in the C:1ristian family until 1836, by ,,,hich 
i t:cc .. o t:,e property had Lncreased to 704 acres. The entire tract was called' 
·1 11 CL-.y Eank, n although the La..-:ib fa::iily prope:~ty to the south was also called by 
\ ti,~t nar.1e. The Eagle's Nest property is else·.,here referred to as "Upper Clay 
,

1

:;,.c:,,." A boundary dispute in 1850 resulted in a survey of the property which 
· is the basis for all surveys since. This survey, done by Lycurgus Lamb, is in 

, tn2 Charles City County Court House, Plat Book I, p. 101, 1850. Blake deeded 
c;,:,cr Clay Bank to David Hansford in 1854. Hansford irnlnediately sold the 
pro?erty, then containing 730 acres, to Junius Lamb, who owned Clay Bank 
adjoining to the south. In 1864 Lamb deeded the 730 acres, then called "Gravel 
;"E:", a name probably taken from a part of the property called "Gravelly Hill" 

. in~ 1794 deed. The property passed through various ownerships in the remaindef 
~ ~he nineteenth centu;y, and by 1889 it had been enlarged by the addition of I 

c.. 200 ucre tract known as ttcarey's. 11 c. 1·7. Beale purchased the land in. 1.933, 
2,-.-,,.c the house became known as 11 Eagle Lodge. 11 In 1973 the property, in.eluding 
th~ early house, was sold to the Virginia Co=ission of Game and Inland 
?L:1cries by the Beale Estate. 
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.::;:1.:__;.rlcs City County Rccor<ls: L,:n'!<l noo~\., 1782-1787. Dcc<l Hook L'r, pp .. 172, I
F .•. 

I , 177; 299 1 317. VC.::(l Dook 5, ~J. 21. Deed Uook 8, p .. 374 .. De:e2 Boo:( 
10, pp .. S4, 47S, 479.. Dcs::G. Eook 11, p .. 493.. Deed Book 15, p. 134. 
Deed Doo~.::. 28, p. (94. :>L3t Book 1, ?~ 101. 

, 

~ell llarion, C,;1v0.lic:.:s s.nC -:?io~cers, Baltir.1ore, 1963, pp. 42.-t\3, as: 
}largarct T., 11Ea:;lc Loclgen, lanG. title research ms. in Virginia 
Historic La.nCr::a:c:<:s Corn:niss ion archives. 

h'illi .. ":n ~ ,rarv Q,.tarterlv, 1st ser., vol. 8, p. 270; vol. 12, p. 1D7. 
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