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Four archaeological sites constitute the prehistoric and historic resources within the boundaries of 
the Dale's Pale Archaeological District. Site is a rehistoric site datin mainly to the 
Middle Woodland period (500BC-AD200) whil e earl and 
late Colonial eriod 17th and 18th centur defe 

Archaeological Inventory 

-American Tobacco Site (also known as Williams Fishpond Site), #020-5371-0001 

This site was tested by MacCord and the results have been published (MacCord 1971). The site 
was later revisited by VCU. There are very rich Archaic, Early Woodland and, especially, 
Middle Woodland components here. There is a thin surface layer of organic materials mixed 
with loess-like sediments. This soil la er directl overlies cla -rich subsoil. The site has never 
been lowed. 

there was a fear that expansion plans of the American Tobacco Company would threaten the site. 
When the site was revisited by VCU in 1984, it remained completely intact. Subsequent 
construction of the ICI Films plant adjacent to the site ma have had some im act but the 
inte rit of the site a ears to remain excellent. 

-Dale's Pale, #020-5371-0002 

The site was identified by Mouer after extensive studies of colonial and European records 
concerning the lacement of and nature of Thomas Dale's alisade and similar field fortifications of 
the eriod. 
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then from Allied Road to the bluff above the Appomattox River at a point approximately 2000 feet 
east of the mouth of Shand's Creek. 
Section 7 Page _2_ 

as 
apparently Thomas Dale's rationale for selecting, and naming, the Bermuda Hundred settlement. 
According to Ralph Hamor's 1614 account, Dale's "new Bermudas" was laid out in five 
hundreds. These were the Nether Hundred (Bermuda Hundred proper), the Upper Hundred 
(probably Presquile), Digge's Hundred (probably lower Curles Neck), West-Shirley Hundred 
(Shirley), and Rochedale Hundred (Rochedale, Jone's Neck). Dale began his principal 
construction in the Nether Hundred which he fortified "with a pale of two miles, cut over from 
river to river" (Hamor 1614). That palisade "secured eight English miles in compasse," which is 
nearly precisely the distance around the peninsula from one end of the two-mile-long feature to 
the other. The land thus encompassed was "for the most part champion and exceeding good com 
ground," referring to the vast acreage of cleared Appomattox fields on the lower terrace. 
According to Hamor, around this circuit, along the palisade and on the "verge of the river," there 
were, by 1614, already more than fifty houses constructed. 1 

A document of August or September, 1623, describes Thomas Dale's fortifications at Bermuda 
Hundred thus: "The fortifications anciently used were by Trench and Pallizado and diverse 
blockhouses made of great Tymber built upon passages and for the scouring of the Pallisadoes" 
(Manchester Papers, No. 387, PRO, List of Records 528; in Kingsbury, Volume IV: 259, et seq.). 
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By the time this document was prepared, the fortifications had already gone to ruin, but the 
Virginia Company urged that they be rebuilt, because the settlements of Henrico and Charles 
City (Bermuda Hundred) "by reason of their situation may be strongly fortified." John Rolfe 
described Bermuda Hundred as a "high and pleasant seat," and claimed that Dale had named the 
settlement after Bermuda "because of the strength of the situation." A drawing made in the early 
1610s depicts, in a highly stylized manner, the settlement and fortifications of Thomas Dale at 
"Stadt Henriville "the sister settlement to Bermuda Hundred five miles u stream. 2 

2
. Francus Jacobus, Virginia, 1612-13. Reproduced in the 1925 Catalogue of Anderson galleries, 

New York City. On file at the Library of Virginia, and published as a cover illustration on O'Dell 
(1976). 
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Bermuda Hundred is significant as the site that was extensively used in prehistory beginning as 
early as the Archaic period (5000 BC), a principal town of the Appomattox Indians during the 
Protohistoric or early Contact Period (circa 1600 - 1611), and as the locus of a continuously 
occupied community that was originally established, in 1613, as one of the first settlements of 
the Virginia Company. Bermuda Hundred was the largest Virginia settlement between 1613 and 
1617, and home to its Lieutenant Governor, Sir Thomas Dale. Other prominent early denizens 
included John Rolfe and Pocahontas. It may have been at Bermuda Hundred that Rolfe 
developed a variety of tobacco which became the basis of Virginia's economy for nearly three 
centuries. Bermuda Hundred was the first incorporated community in English America, and the 
site of the first private land ownership by English colonists. It was also part of the area attacked 
during the 1622 Indian uprising which obliterated one third of the English population at the time. 
Beginning in the mid-17th century, Bermuda Hundred became an important location of local 
mercantile activity. Waterfront stores operated here continuously from the second quarter of the 
17th century until about 1940. After 1688, Bermuda Hundred arose as one of the few 
settlements in Colonial Virginia to attain the status of a town, and, in 1691, it became an official 
port. The port flourished, with periods of greater or lesser activity, until about 1940, when the 
last store, post office and ferry serving the town shut down. 

Beginning in the late 18th century, Bermuda Hundred attracted an important free African­
American enclave, whereas, during the Colonial Period, the town had been one of the region's 
principal slave markets. The district includes the lands of several plantations surrounding the 
town site. These were home to a number of families who also owned lots and businesses within 
the town. The district contains numerous archaeological sites representing a wide variety of time 
periods, functions, and social groups significant in the history of Bermuda Hundred, Virginia, 
and the nation. It also contains the archaeological remains and standing remnants of the town-­
now a small village--as well as certain landscape qualities suitable for memorializing and 
interpreting a rural, riverfront community with a very substantial history. 

Prehistoric Resources 

The presence of a Middle Woodland site~ith exceptional subsurface integrity is a 
unique opportunity to address issues surroundin hunter- atherer subsistence and settlement 
strate ies durin this eriod. 

In addition, a 
careful study of late prehistoric archaeological remains at and Bermuda Hundred is 
likely to provide insights into the effects of contact on indigenous populations and social 
systems. While it cannot 
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be stipulated precisely the date at which the development of the nascent Powhatan Chiefdom 
occurred, or that the first effects of contact were felt along the James River, the numerous well­
preserved sites of Bermuda Hundred should offer opportunities to reconstruct these landmark 
historic events, and to gauge their effects, more accurately. The known date (1611) of the 
"removal" of the Appomattox from this site should permit archaeologists to determine with 
considerable accuracy the material conditions of life for these native Americans at that time, and 
to chart with some accuracy further developments through the 17th century by comparing these 
conditions with those from later sites. 

Colonial Resources 

The Virginia Company Period represents the period of initial exploration and settlement of the 
first permanent English settlement in continental North America. This period is one which is 
unique to Virginia and of significance to the founding and development of the nation as a whole. 
According to Ralph Hamor's account, Dale set to work constructing a settlement at Bermuda 
Hundred almost immediately after removing the Appomattox in December of 1611. However, 
serious attention was turned to the building of the five hundreds which comprised the Bermuda 
City Corporation only early in 1613, after completion of the major construction at the sister 
settlement known as Henrico. 

The history and archaeology of the Virginia Company Period are clearly significant to furthering 
our understanding of the foundations of the American nation. There has been substantial 
archaeological study of Company period settlements in the past two decades; namely at The 
Maine (Outlaw 1990), Martin's Hundred (Noel Hume 1991), Flowerdew Hundred (Deetz 1993), 
and Jordan's Journey (Mouer, McLearen et al. 1992; McLearen and Mouer 1993; McLearen, 
Mouer et al. 1994 ). All of these excavations are of settlements founded as "particular 
plantations" near the end of the Company Period, and do not represent the initial Virginia 
Company settlements. Clearly, a site such as Dale's Pale represents one of only several 
settlement types dating to the earliest European presence. These unique sites reflect strategies of 
defense, community organization, and subsistence modes which may have rapidly changed 
within the first decade of settlement. 

he martial nature of the early 
settlement was, according to historical sources, more extensive and severe than that of the later 
palisaded or fortified compounds, such as Martin's Hundred or Jordan's Journey. Further study 
will undoubtedly reveal traces of Dale's formal military training and experience. History often 
credits Dale with saving the Virginia Colony from utter failure. If there is anywhere that can 
mark the history of Dale's success, and study archaeological remains of his methods, it is at 
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Hundred. Later Colonia~ that represented by the mid to late 18th century 
house and refuse dump - within the district offer materials for comparative 
studies that can track changes in European commodity usage, the development of American 
agronomy and industry, and the organization of early plantations in this region. 
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