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DESCRIDE THE PRESENT AND OHIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEA‘RANCE

Few Virginia plantation houses are as complimented by their setting as
Carter Hall. The impressive porticoed mansion is the focal point of one of
the most spacious and beautiful parks in the Commonwealth. Its immaculatel
maintained broad rolling lawn is informally planted with handsome specimens
of ornamental trees and shrubbery. Behind the house is a four-level terrace
formal garden laid out in 1948 by Wade Muldoon, landscape architect. 1In all
directions from the house are panoramic views of the surroundlng countryside
and mountains, .

The late-Georgian style house is a massive two~story structure built of
native limestone rubble with interior chimneys at the end of each section.
The center section is a five-baywlock covered by a low hipped roof.

Flanking it are two-story, two~bay wings with pedimented gable ends. At L
ed

the extreme ends of the house are one-story, two-bay wings also with pedimen
gable ends. All five sections employ a simple modillion cornice.

The entire center part is fronted by a deep, flat-roofed hexastyle Roman

Ionic portico added after 1814 by George H. Burwell (1799-1873), son of the
builder. At one time the whole house was stuccoed and the center portion
covered by a deck-on~hip roof with rectangular lantern. The stucco was
removed and the roof altered during an extensive remodeling carried out
under the direction of the fashionable New York architect, H. T. Lindeberg,
in 1930. Pediments n»r. the one~story wings also were removed during the
remodeling. T

Carter Hall's single-pile interior also was extensively remodeled in .
1930. Prior to that date the center section had two principal rooms with a
central stair hall. The hall was ornamented with wainscoting, and full-
height Ionic pilasters supporting a full Ionic entablature. The second floo
was reached by a handsome spiral stair which, according to Valley historian
John W. Wayland, was an early but not original feature. 1In the remodeling
Lindeberg combined the hall and east room into one large space ossupying
two-thirds of the center section, The original woodwork wag replaced by
rich Georgian~style woodwork featuring paneling, doorways, g%rnices and
other details based in part on the woodwork at Shirley, Charles City County,
Virginia. Dominating the northeast corner of the new space is a remarkable
flying spiral stair recalling the Nathaniel Russell House stair in Charlesto
and the Montmorenci stair in the Winterthur Museum, The scrolled soffits
follow the Shirley staig, however. The woodwork in the two east wings was
also designed by Lindeberg, and is based on American Georgian prototypes.

The dining room contains the only significant amount of original trim
in the house. Surrounding the generously proportioned room are fluted Ionig
pilasters on pedestals supporting an entablaturc with pulvinated frieze and |
modillion cornice, The projecting chimney breast has pilasters framing a
plain white marble mantel and crosseted overmantel., In the overmantel is a
ship painting said to have arrived instead of one of a horse ordered for
that location by Nathaniel Burwell. The two east wings contain service

H
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areas. The second floor preserves little original trim.

Flanking the main house, approximately fifty feet distant, are two,
two-story pedimented gable roof dependencies. Like the main house, the
dependencies had their stucco removed to expose tue limestone walls. The
east dependency formerly was the kitchen but is now used as a guest house.
The west dependency is now a caretaker's house. 7chind the main house is a

cluster of three early wooden outbuildings, inciudcing the dairy and smokehoise-

; Several additional outbuildin; J,"p;_yg:y;ng_dztea,_are_scattexed about—#he
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MPressive mansion was exrce 184 'tnanicl Burwell
;;/JO-;G;é- on a 5308 aere tract his father, Carter Burwell,
sachanier Durwell was born aad raised on his family's plantation, Carter's
Grove in James Cigy County, and Loter became Licutenant Coionel of the James
Ciley Militis. Like many Tidewater Virginia pianters ihe was attracted to the
fergile lands of the lower Shenandoah Vallay, and decided to re-establish
his gcat on his Valley lundiol : is new housa, built in what was then

T

X County, vicd in grandeur with the colonial houses of Tidewater.
; cll was rauch involved with the cemmerciel, social, and religious

e rounding ares. Ile was in pavtnership with his neighbor,
Danlel Morgan,, the Revolutionary hero, in establishing the uncarby town of
¥Miliwood and operating che ph,uux*—noﬁdun Mill there. He felt that the
' der id have a cemetery and gave a lot near
: pel and cemetery are uwow located.
insncially depleted cousin, Edmund
S of State under Thomas

T
Carter Hall. Randolph died there in

a consideracle fortune to aill his heiqs.
Two sons were porticularly anxious to owa Carter Hall, and it fell by lot tﬁ
' George H. Burwell (1799-1873), in L3814, Ee added th 1"rg pO”tl which

8 e
by tradition was designed dy Dr. William Thornton, architect of the Capitolq

Daring the War Letween the b;a;es the plantation was raided by Northern

o

- .

Jackson established his h adqualcers at Carter ilall. He declined George
Burwell's invitation to stay in the house, camping instead with his men on
the grounds, During his stay General Jackson permitted his surgeom, Dr.

2

to perfomm a cateract operation on George Burwell om the

i
|
| troops and the house sacked. 1In the fall of 1862 General 'Stonewall” [
b
|
!
|

Wiliiam McGuire,
portico.

Carter Hall rcmahncd in the Bu“wcl
to Tban Richards of St. Louls,

oy Y — iy

7Yy g oo o s ] o -
Towns end J./\.A.J:‘db-d-a., 500 OZ falvaiggct

Lamil N

&y until 1902 when it was solq
ards sold the property to
The Burwells kept Carter Hall

present owner, Frank E.

2pest whe commissioned H. T. Lindeberg
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As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na-
tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law

89-665), 1 nereby nominate this property for inclusion |;
i

I hereby certify that this property is included in the

National Register.

in the Nutional Register and certify that it has been ]
1I
i
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avaluated according to the c-iteria and procedures set

forth by the National Park Service.
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National [} State K Local [
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perimcter of the garden. The plantation's original stone gristmill is
located on the southern edge of the property.
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