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DE:SCH\l1E YH E PRCSENT AND Ol'<IGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

Few Virginia plantation houses are as complimented by their setting as 
Carter Hall. The unpressive porticoed mansion is the focal point of one of 
the most spacious and beautiful parks in the Commonwealth. Its irnmaculatel 
maintained broad rolling luwn is informally planted with handsome specimens 
of ornarnentnl trees and shrubbery. Behind the house is a four-level terrace~ 
formal garden laid out in 1948 by Wade Muldoon, landscape architect. In alll 
directions from the house are panoramic views of the surrounding countryside1 

and mountains. 
The late-Georgian style house is a massive two-story structure built of 

native limestone rubble with interior chimneys at the end of each section. 
The center section is a five-bayC>lock covered by a low hipped roof. 
Flanking it are two-story, two-bay wings with ped::imented gable ends. At 
the extreme ends of the house are one-story, two-bay wings also with pedimenled 
gable ends. All five sections employ a simple modillion cornice. 

The entire center part is fronted by a deep, flat-roofed hexastyle Roma vi 

Ionic portico added after 1814 by George H. Burwell (1799-1873), son of the 
builder. At one time the whole house was stuccoed and the center portion 
covered by a deck-on-hip roof with rectangular lantern. The stucco was 

m 
m 

removed and the roof altered during an extensive remodeling carried out 

z under the direction of the fashionable New York architect, H. T. Lindcberg, 
in 1930. Pediments m, the one-story wings also were removed during the 
remodeling. · • I VI 

Carter Hall 1 s single-pile interior also was extensively remodeled in, -I 
1930. Prior to _.that date the center section had two principal rooms with a .

1 

~ 

central stair hall. The hall was ornamented with wainscoting, and full- c 
height Ionic pilasters supporting a full Ionic entablature. The second floo~ n 
was reached by a handsome spiral stair which, according to Valley historian 
John W. Wayland, was an early but not original feature. In the remodeling 
Lindeberg combined the hall and east room into one large space ossupying 
two-thirds of the center section. The original woodwork wa~ replaced by I 0 

-i 

rich Georgian-style woodwork featuring paneling, doorways, cornices and 1 :z 
other details based in part on the woo&dork at Shirley, Charles City County, VI 

Virginia. Dominating the northeast corner of the new space is a remarkable 
flying spiral stair recalling ~he Nathaniel Russell House stair in Charlest 

1 

and the Montmorenci stair in the Winterthur Museum. The scrolled soffits I 
follow the Shirley staii', however. The woodwork in the two east wings was I 
also designed by Lindeberg, and is based on American Georgian prototypes. I 

The dining room contains the only significant amount of original trim I 
in the house. Surrounding the generously proportioned room are fluted Ioniq 
pilasters on pedestals supporting an cntablaturc with pulvinated frieze and j 

mo<lillion cornice, The projecting chimney breast has pilasters framing a I 
' plain white marble mantel and crosseted overmantel. In the overmantel is a I' 

ship painting said to have arrived instead of one of a horse ordered for 
that location by Nathaniel Burwell. The two east wings contain service I 
areas. The second floor preserves little original trim. : 

Flanking the main house, approximately fifty feet distant, are two, 
two-story pedimented gable roof dependencies. I,:.:,:c the main house, the 
dependencies had their stucco removed to expose ti1e limestone walls. The 
east dependency formerly was the ldtchen but is now used as a guest house. 
The west dependency is now a caretaker's l1ouse. ·-,e::,ind the main house is a 

.. cluster of three early wooden outbw.i.:..c::..~:;;_,, ..:..,.-,c~:.....C:.ing the dairy and smokcho se. 
i Sever_<!l__acldj._ti_ci:r?,_a_l~o~J~QU ild:.:-.,_:,~ , __ _o_L'l.ary_i.ng_d;n:....,._,_.......,-=-_.,._.....a ........ _._...-'-'"'...._...,.........,..._.-t,,,.....,__. 
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Ca~tcr Ha1:rs stat~ly nrctitcctur2, t2auti:u1 ~ro~nris, and historical 
assoi.:..iat:u-:.1s epi~0l~lizc :::-~c. ·popu.:ar ima;c oi ~ \.:i::t2;ini~ :?:i.aat~tior1. Tl1e 
::.1:~p:ccss ivc. 1nt1·i.1s ion \·1;.~s cr-cctec1 ~eti:\t.~c:1 ~ 7'02 J:-id 1300 £or r,o.th:.raic::!.. Burwell 
~.:. 7:.i 0-18:'..4) on d 5303 .:..cr,2 t:cact L:-,'.,2:ci:.:cc: i:rom his fa the:.:-, Carter Bu.rwcll. I 

:~a..::~.:.111·-~c~ I"/· .... :r~,Jc :: tva.; Dorn ,:-~:..1d r ~::.. is ed c·: .. l-.i.i.s £ JJ.-;.t:I..ly 1 s plar_._t nt ion.) Carter 1 s \ 
Cro-....rc ~11 .. J'..1111(! s Ci :.:.y C0t1nt:y, o.:J.(2 ~ c.t e::;,.~ i) cc tL~1e ~icu tcna::t Cc lor1.c l o £ tl1e Jam.es! 
-, ' , • . • • • L • 1 ,, • • . V • • ' " • d h 1 

l.,l. l-Y 1\11..1. it:.1.,ti.. 1..1.<.e n1a~1y .t'J..G.-2.\.;,r.:.::.c:;.:- 1.r:;1.~1.a p..i..o.r .. ters nc VlC..S att~:actc to t el 

i°L:rt:ilc L.-.r;.<ls of tl-:::: :i.owc:: s:-..er~ci.r .. cl00.h Val.l.::-.y, ~m.cl decided to re-establish I 
'i1is scc~t on his Vc'..::.:.eoy l.:.nJ.:·,0luL-1gs. His new ho1.,.s e, built in what was then 
?:...·cc~c:c:.c:-;: Coun~y, vi.eel ir: gr;111cle.ur with th2 colonial houses of Tidewater. 
co:_i.)J_1('. i Ju:.\ve:ll Wt..b ruucl1 ir1vo:.vcG. wi·:..:h ~he cc1:-u~1c::c iic::.l, social, and religious 
1 ::..:i.~ c. of t11c. .su rrot:r1.ding .:ire~. !112 was in pc.rt.11.crsl1ip with his neighbor, 
DiL1'~_cl ::v:o~gz~n't, tl1c !{evolut::..or1:~~y :1ero, in establishing t:l1e ..._1earby totvil of 
:\~ili.\,.rood £:..r:..<l Opcr£,t·~i11g i.:l-.. e :i~~:~\·Icll-}-:o::z.n.11 }'fill. tl1ere. He felt: t:"1at the 
e.:1stc~11 :,1a:ct of Fre~e.ricl<. ·2c.::-isl1. should l~1a.\:ite. a cer:~Qte~y nnd gave a lot near 
C2..·,;:·~:2r ilali v:rl1c::-e t1~.:: ~-:..::s·Lori.c Old Chaptl a11<l cemetery iJ.re ~ .. :ow located. 
J;.;.rir1g ";.1is :..at2~ li.:::c ::c i:.·l.vite0 1-1is £:::nc1.ncially depleted cousin, Edmund 
i:::.cr:.col.ph, £01.,aer Vi:c;;ini..:.t Gove-;;-no:c cad Sec-:cta:.:y of State unricr Tnoi:1~s 
J2f[erson, ::o be a pe1.-;n"'~18nt gucs·:: at Carter ~all. Randolph died there in 
1813 and waa buried at Old ChaJcl. 

,' 

Colonel Eu.L~,roll lc::"t es·::d~es ar1d a con.side:ru.Cl~ fortune to all his hei~s. 
';:\m sons were p.:rticu:'..a:c·.:..y ~.nxio.J.s to ow.1 Ca:rte:c ·sall, aD.<l it fel::.. by lot tOj 
George l-I. Burwell (1799-1873), in l3ll,. h..::: ac.ded t:1e la.rge portico, ;1hid:. I 
by tradition was des ig:1ed by Dr, William Thornton, arch:f.:::ect of the C.'.i.pitol.! 

I 

D~1:;._·i:1g the 1far ::=:.2twcen tl:c States the plant~tion was r.s.ided by Northern r 
troops and ·::he ho1.,.se sacked. In the £all of l.862 General 11Stonewall 11 j 
J~ckson establish~d his headqu&rters ac Carter ilall. He declined George · 
:1urwell Is invitat~o::" to stay i:: ·.:;1e house, cmnping L1stead with his men on 
the g:.:ounds, Luring his stay Cc::-,2ro.l Jackso:1 perr.1it::ed his surgeon, Dr. 
Wil.li.:1ra McGuire, to perform a caterac;: operation Oi.l. George Burwell on the 
portico. 

Carter Rall remained iu the Burwell family until 1902 when it was sold 
to Eoan Richards 0£ St. Louis. In :90s Richards sold the property to 
Tc\v11.sen<l I~-..i1.~:, .... e:l.l, so11. 0£ Gco:.'":~e :Jt:.~""1-1c.ll :I. Tt.e :3-;,_1r~vells ltept Carter Hall 
llr,til l9'.:,0 when i.t was so:!.J '.:o Ge:c~~::d :a.,.:-::::ie:;..·t who corr,7,.1issioned H. T. Lindcb.::rg 
to :)·.i..::i.L1 tl1e e:{tcnsivc reu1ode:ir.1.g- o:t: ~:-·;,_.. l~~.:.2 pre.sent owner, Frank E. 
;,;·.~:i.;.·~ophcr, bougl1~ tL1z es~at,2. .Zro~n :.H ........ ...1 ..... i..-... ..1..;.-.. :..940. 

----------------------- "----· 
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