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DESCRIPTION
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CONDITION
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INTEGRITY
Altered Unaltered E Moved Original Site

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (U known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Saratoga i s a massive two-and-a-half story stone house laid in random gray
limestone and covered by a gable roof with two interior end chimeys. The
modillion cornice on either side of the house is original, but the three
dormers on either side are possibly later additions. Th6 central entrance
on the first floor is covered by a sinple gable roof porch whose posts have
been replaced. The central bay on the second floor on either side of the
house is distinguished by a semicircular arched wi ndow, while the remaining
w ndows throughout the house have flat arches. Later additions to the
exterior include the undistinguished frame enclosed porch covering the rear
entrance and the one-story brick wing containing the present dining room on
the southwest side of thehouse. This wing has been connected to the stone
kitchen outbhuilding by a frame gallery. |In addition to the early” 5.tone
kitchen, Saratoga retains its smWpuse, stone shed, and stone dairy.

O the interior the central stairhall, which originally extended the depth

of the house, has been partitioned into tw sections, resultinginalteratiOnS
to the staircase. The large drawing roomto the right features a panelled
dado, modillion cornice, and projecting panelled chimmey piece. This

chimey piece, like that in the southeast room has had a Regency nmarble
mant el added, creating an interestingeffect. The southwest chanmber is of
simlar size and arrangement as that on the southeast although the woodwork
is much simpler. The nost distinguished woodwork on the second floor is
found in the large chanber over the drawing roomwhich features a projecting
panel l ed chimey piece similar to the one beneathi t .

The house has an unusually dramatic setting at the top of a steep rise
overlooking a large pond fed by a bold spring belowwith the Blue Ridge
Mount ai ns beyond. The rise is dotted with limestone outcroppings which
creates a special affinity between the limestone house and its surroundings.
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Saratoga was begun i n1779 by t he famed Revol utionary sol dier, Dani el
Morgan (1736-1802), who'first established himself as a farm laborer and
teamster i nthe Shenandoah Valley i nthe 1750's. Serving first as captain
and later as colonel i ntheRevolutionary Arnmy, Moirgan resigned his post
in July, 1779, due toill health and dissatisfaction with his ranki n

the arny. |t was at this time that he began thebuilding of Saratoga,
perhaps with theaid of Hessian prisoners, a tradition that may not be
unfounded as the Hessian soldiers taken at theBattle of Saratoga were
noved from Charlottesville tonearby Wnchester i nOctober of 1780.
Recalled toactive service i n1780 and nade a brigadier-general, Mrgan
won a brilliant victory against Tarletonat Cowpens, January 17, 1781,
one of thedecisive battles of thewar. 1n 1794 i ncomand of the Virginia
militia, he helped subdue theWhiskey Rebellion inwestern Pennsylvania.

In 1809 Saratoga was purchased from General Mrgan's heirs by Nathani el
Burwell. On May 1, 1837, Saratoga saw t hemarriage of Wlliana Burwell

to Philip Pendleton Cooke (1816-1850), fanous story-writer and poet whose
best - known work was thelyric poem "Florence Vane." John Esten Cooke
(1830-1886), outstandinghistorical novelist and biographer, and brother
of Philip Pendleton Cooke, also lived at Saratoga from 1867 until 1869
following his marriage toMry Frances Page, daughter of Dr. Robert Powel
Page. Susan Page, wife of Dr. Robert Powel Page, had inherited Saratoga
from her uncle, Nathaniel Burwell, upon his death i n1849. The Virginia
Comedi ans (1854), a story of late colonial Virginia, i sconsidered tobe
his best work, while Surry of Eagle's Nest (1866) and it ssequel Mohun
(1869), areromantic yet essentially authentic accounts of theCivil Vér
in Virginia. Saratoga was used briefly in Novenber, 1862, as headquarters
for General Jackson, and i nJune, 1863, General Lee canped near the house
on hisway toGettysburg.

Saratoga survives as one of thelargest and best preserved of the

Revol utionary-period mansions i nthe Shenandoah Valley. [Its massive
random laid walls of native_|imestonearecharacteristic of the structures
of theregion, owing totheabundance of that material. As with rmany
Pennsylvania country seats, Saratoga i s a fine example of theblendingof
Gegrgiajn~rchitec tural featureswith building nethods enployed byt he
CGerman sjettlers i ntheVvalley region.
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11. FORM PREPARED BY

Staff, Virginia Historic Landmarks Conmi ssion, James W Moody, Jr., Director n

ORGANI ZATION DATE

Virginia Historic Landmarks Conm ssion July 28, 1969

STREET AND NUMBER:

Room 1116, Ninth Street State Office Building

CITY OR TOWN:

Richmond Virginia 45
12. STATE LIAISON OFFICER CERTIFICA | ION NATIONAL REGISTER VERIFICATION

As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na-
tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law
89-665), | hereby nominate this property for inclusion
in the National Register and certify that it has been
evaluated according to the criteria and procedures set
forth by the National Park Service. The recommended
level of significance of this nomination is:

National State Local . FBEB 26 B0

Date

| herebv certify that this property is included in the
National Register.

ctiiel, Oflice ol Arctieology and Historic Preservati®

Name
ATTEST:

Dr. Edward P. Alexander, Chairman
TitieVirginia Historic Landmarks Commiss jgn

Keeper of Tlle National Repster

Dae December 2, 1969 e FEB 13 190
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