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VIRGINIA 
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F O R N P S U S E O N L Y 
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C O M M O N : 

THE TULEYRIES 
A N D / O R H I S T O R I C : 

THE TULEYRIES 

i;:a LOCATION 
S T R E E T A N D N U M B E R : 

.8 mi. NE of Rt. 628, 1.5 mi. E of White Post 
C I T Y O R T O W N : 

(White Post vicinity) 

VIRGINIA 51 CLARKE 043 
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( I Transportation 
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I 1 Comments 

III OWNER OF PROPERTY 
O W N E R ' S N A M E : 

Mrs". Orme Wilson 
S T R E E T A N D N U M B E R : 

The Tuleyries 
C l T Y O R T O W N : 

White Post Virginia 51 
LOCATfON OF L E G A L DESCRIPTION 

C O U R T H O U S E , R E G I S T R Y O F D E E D S , E T C : 

Clarke County Court House 
STREET AND NUMBER: 

CITY OR TOWN: 

Berr3rville Virginia 51 
i i REPRESENTAT ION IN EXISTING SURVEYS 

T I T L E O F S U R V E Y : 

H i s t o r i c American Building Survey 
DATE OF SURVEY: Q 1 9 0 0 F e d e r o l • State • C o u n t y • L o c a l

D E P O S I T O R Y F O R S U R V E Y R E C O R D S : 

L i b r a r y of Congress 
S T R E E T A N D N U M B E R : 

C I T Y O R T O W N : S T A T E ; C O D E 

Washington D. C . n 
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VLR Listed: 7/6/1971
NRHP Listed: 8/7/1972



[7. DeSCRlPTION 

CONDITION 
E x c e l l e n t • G o o d • F a i r 

(Check One) 

I I Deteriorated • Ruins n Unexposed 

(Check One) 

• Altered Unaltered 

( C h e c k One) 

I I M o v e d ^ O r i g i n a l S i te 

D E S C R I B E T H E P R E S E N T A N D O R I G I N A U ( U k n o w n ) P H Y S I C A L A P P E A R A N C E 

THE TULEYRIES 

Formed around,̂ _1833̂ ,̂ The Tuleyries i s an extensive estate containing 
an a r c j i i t e c f j ^ ^ earlx^ famjbu^^ , 
formal gardens^ "a park, pastures and woodlands. The compleK is'situated in 
the heart o i thV lower Shenandoah Valley, a picturesque and largely unspoiled 
region of f i n e l y maintained farms and orchards, a l l i n view of the Blue 
Ridge Mountains. The Tuleyries i s s t i l l operated as a working farm, and 
also serves as the summer residence of i t s owner. 

The p r i n c i p a l building of the estate,-the residence, i s - a large, 
Late-Federal mansion b u i l t of white painted brick. The o r i g i n a l block of 
the house i s approximately 40 x 60 feet, although two-story additions on the 
rear have greatly increased the p y e r - a l l size of the stHcture*. The 

^ntranee fr^^ by a tetrastyle pedimented portico with very 
t a l l Jmd s l e i ^ ^ The columns are wood and have stoppejd 
f l u t i n g . The front doorway and the second f l o o r h a l l window d i r e c t l y above 
i t are both three-part compositions topped with e l l i p t i c a l arches containing 
i n t r i c a t e tracery. Crowning the house's shallow hipped roof i s an octagonal 
cupola.roofed with an octagonal dome. At the apex of the, dome i s a metal 
orb. 

On the interior;:: the entrance h a l l i s covered by a shallow coffered 
dome very s i m i l a r to the type employed by Benjamin Latrobe i n many of his 
works. At the rear of the h a l l i s a wide s p i r a l staircase. The o r i g i n a l 
portion of the house has been l i t t l e altered inside except for the two large 
rooms on the right of the h a l l that were retrimmed with mahagony paneling 
i n the early part of the present century. An interesting feature of the 
i n t e r i o r i s the extensive basement which contains the old kitchen. 

, , The liou?^ i s .set on. a s l i g h t h i l l tljat has been jplanted with fine 
specimens of trees and shrubbery to form an informal park. Many of the 
tre^s^ar^ part of .t̂ î e o r i g i n a l :landscaping. An avenue of extremely old 
cedars leads northward from the house to an extensive formal garden contain^n; 
outstanding boxwood. -r-Admi^^ipn,,tojthe' grounds immediately surrounding the 
house i s through an elaborate t r i p l e - a r c h brick structure containing a 
porter'jS |lodge. To the northwest of the: house i s an interesting collectior, 
of^early farm buildings including an old forge, smokehouse, ice-house, 
carriage house, stable, and barns. Nearly a l l of the buildings are brick 
and are treated a r c h i t e c t u r a l l y . The most elaborate have stepped gable 
ends with cross gables, arched windows, and dormers. 
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PERIOD fCheck One or More as Appropriate) 

[~| P r e - C o l u m b i a n I • 16th Cen tu ry 

• 15th Cent i j r y • 17fh Cen tu ry 

• 18 th C e n t u r y 

(5§ 19th Cen tu ry 

• 20th Cen tu ry 

SPECIFIC DATE(S) (If Applicable andKnown) 

AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE (Check One Or More as Appropriate) 

A b o r i g i n a i 

I I P r e h i s t o r i c 

• H i s t b r i ' i 

^ \ A g r i c u l t u r e 

t n A r c h i t e c t u r e 

• A r t 

I I Commerce 

I 1 C o m m u n i c a t i o n s 

I I ' C o n s e r v a t i o n 

I I E d u c a t i o n 

I I E n g i n e e r i n g 

I I Indust ry 

I I I nven t ion 

L a n d s c a p e 

A r c h i t e c t u r e 

I I L i t e r a t u r e 

• M i l i t a r y 

• M u s i c 

• P o l i t i c d l •• • 

• R e l i g i o n / P h i 

l o sophy 

I I S c i e n c e 

I I Scu lp tu re 

I I S o c i a l / H u m a n 

i t a r i an 

• T h e a t e r 

1 I T r a n s p o r t a t i o n 

1 1 Urban P l a n n i n g 

S T A T E M E N T O F S I G N I F I C A N C E X H E T U L E Y R I E S ^ " " " C ^ P l T T T 6 

One of the finest and best preserved §nte-bellum estates i n V i r g i n i a . 
Thb Tuleyries was formed around 1833 by__CoiLonel Joseph Tuley^^ J r , Cr!f9i5-X86t)). 
Tuley's father was o r i g i n a l l y from New Jersey and moved to VirginiaT)e£of'e 1768 

where he amassed a sizable fortune i n the tanning business. The greater 
part of this fortune he devised to his only son, who i n tum had a g i f t for 
money-making. The son set about to ensconce himself i n a setting suitable 
to his wealth. The result was a lavi s h expenditure on a stately residence 
almost European i n scale, a complex of a r c h i t e c t u r a l l y d i g n i f i e d farm 
buildings, and extensive gardens and grounds, a l l forming an estate so 
impressive that Tuley was moved to have i t s name be a play not only on his 
own but on the French Royal palace of the T u i l e r i e s . In 1833 Samuel 
Kercheval, the noted early h i s t o r i a n of the Valley described The Tuleyries 
as "a most splendid and expensive mansion...in the most elegant style of 
modern architecture"; and said that the yard was decorated with "a great 
variety of native and imported trees and shrubbery, with several orgnge treefe 
which bear f r u i t handsomely*" Kercheval went on to say '^Adjoining.the yard 
an extensive park i s enclosed i n the forest, within which enclosure there 
i r e a ntanber of native elks and deer." In 1909 Thonias Cartmeill'in h i i s 
monumental work, Shenandoah Valley Pioneers and their Descendants called 
The Tuleyries a "princely estate" and Explained that because IXal^yuas a 
large slaveholder he was able to maintain " a l l the at t r a c t i v e features of i t 

After Tuley"s death i n 1860, the War between the States brouglht 
calamitous damage to his estate, and his widow was forced to s e l l The Tuleyries 
i n 1866 to Colonel Upton L. Boyce, an attorney for the Norfolk and Westem 
Railway. In 1903 i t was sold to^GrahamJ'. Blandy^of New York who spent a 
considerable amount of maney and e f f o r t restoring tKe^estate to i t s former 
splendor. Shortly a f t e r Blandy completed his renovation of the house and 
grounds, Cartmell declared that the estate's present appearance "shows no 
ra d i c a l changes from the o r i g i n a l plans and designs, while the transfonnatioiji 
i s wonderful." He went on to say: "The gentleman (Blandy) who has produced 
i t , i s to be congratulated for preserving the type i n vogue i n the early par : 
of the 19th Century." 

Upon Blandy's death i n 1926, over half of The Tgrleyries lands was l e f t 
to the University of V i r g i n i a as an a g r i c u l t u r a l experimental sta t i o n . The 
residence, gardens, and most of the farm buildings were included with the 
land that went to his widow. The estate i s now owned by one of her si s t e r s 
Mrs. Orme Wilson. 
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N A M E A N D T l T L E : 

S t a f f , V i r g i n i a H i s t o r i c Landmarks Commission: Jamps W. 
O R G A N l Z A T I O N 

V i r g i n i a H i s t o r i c Landmarks Commission 
S T R E E T AND N U M B E R : 

Room 1116, Ninth Street State Office B u i l d i 

M n n H y j n • i r p r ' ^ r » r 
D A T E 

June 3 . 1971 

'a 

C I T Y O R T O W N : 

Richmond 
12. S T A T E L I A I S O N O F F I C E R C E R T I F I C A T I O N 

As the designated State Lia ison Officer for the Na

tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 

89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion 

in the National Register and certify that it has been 

evaluated according to the criteria aird procedures set 

forth by the National Park Service. The recommended 

level of significance of this nomination is: 

National • State |X1 Loca l • 

Name 

James W. Moody, J r . , D i r e c t o r 
V i r g i n i a l l i s t o r i c Landmarks Commission 
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V i r g i n i a 
N A T I O N A L R E G t S T E R V E R I F I C A T I O N 

31. 

I hereby certify that this property is included in the 

National Register. 

Chief, Oflice ol Arctieology and Wlstoric Preservation 
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U.S.G.S 
Boyce, Va 

The Tuleyri 
Latitude 

NW 390 04' 
NE 39° 04 
SE 39° 03 
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