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| The Fairfax Grave Site near the mansion ruins is marked by a stone memorial
i surroundad by a wrought iron fence and a gravel walkway. The grave site is
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OLSCRIDE THE PRCSENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

T site is presently under qruhbolo;iml cxcavation. DBrick foundations and'!
dratus have bu,n exposed ub the main howse aua three bulldlngo. Upon comp.LL.-
tion of the archeological vroject the sitc will be developed into a park pro
viding protection and preservation for the remaining ruins. This park will
be open to the general public.

Belvolir was described by George Washington as one of the most beautiful
esvates on the river.

The following newspaper notice published in the Virginia Gazette, Williarms— -
burg, 9 July. 1774 may best describe Belvoir in its original appearance:

The beautiful seat of the honerable George William Fairfax, esquire,
, -in Fairfax County,

G- Tic “snsion house is of brick two stories high, vith
four convenient rooms and a passage on the.second, and a servants'
nall and cellars below: convenient offices, stables and coach house,
adj m.n_.ng, as also a large and well furnished garden, stored with
great’ ‘Yariety of valuable fruits: in good order. Apperta:.n__na te
the tract on which these improvements are, and which contains nearly
2,000 acres (surrounded in a manner oy navigeble water) are several |
valuable fisheries, and a good deal of cleared land in different
parts, which may be let together, or separately, as shall be found
most convenient, The terms may be known of Colonel Washington, who
lives near the premises, or of me, in Berkeley County.

Francis Willis, junior . i

in excellent condition, ..The stone memor:.al was erected by Mr Fa:.max
Harrison, a descendent of the Fairfax family.
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| Upon the death of Colonel William Fairfax in 1757, Belvoir wss inherited by

STATEMENT OF BIGNIFICANCE .
Belvoir was built by Colonel William Fairfax between 1736~1741 .anc¢ for thirty
two years was the seat of one of the most distinguished families in Virginia.
Colonel William was land agent for his first cousin Loré Thomas Fairfax,
Proprieter of the Northern Neck; Collector of Customs for the South Potomac;
and President of the Virginia Council.

Here at Belvolr George Washington's half brother Lawrence married Colonel
William's eldest daughter Anne, Mejor John Carlyle {builder of the Carlyle
House in Alexandria) married Sarsh, and George Washington's first cousin
Warner Washington married Colonel William's youngest daughter Hemman. Here,
Lord Thomas Fairfax met sixteen year old George Washington and formed a
friendship which was to last thirty-three years.

the eldest son, George William Fairfax, It was in the company of George
William that George Washington began his first frontier surveying experience
departing from Belvoir in March 1748.

George William inherited the family ancestral estates in Bngland and in
Auzust 1773 he and his wife set sail for England, never to return. Subse-
quently, Belvoir was rented to Reverend Andrew Morton, destroyed by fire in
1783, and further demolished by mortar bombs and cannon shot fired from
British ships during the Battle of Belvoir in September 18L.

The Fairfax memorial marks the graves of Colonel William Fairfax who built
Belvoir Mension, his wife Deborah Clarke Fairfax, and bears inscriptions to
the memory of the two young sons of the Fairfax's who were killed in early
colonial wars.
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Historic Prcm““muon ror Fairfax Couniy, Virginia, Division of Planning,
| Falrfex Couwtby, Virginia.

nat\:r::”u, Thonas Tileston, The Mansions of Virginia, 1706-1776. New York:
',_‘ Sonanua Books, 1945.

i; vssell, Bdwerd B., "Belvoir Manor," Historical Scciecty of Fairfax County,
b Virginia, Inc., Vol. 9 (1964-1965).
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