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I 0L.:.::~ct;11):.: Tt·H.:'. ?RCSE.N1' 4NO ~A:ICINA.L (U .known) P'HVS1CAL. APP~ARANCE 

! Ti:c cite is prc;.;ently under urchcolot:;ical cx.:ava~ion. Brick foundation:, and I 
! dr;1i1:~; h.:w,: been expo:,; !c!d ut thv main hou;1 e anci three buildings. Upon cor.,ple_; 
J t:'..uu o.l' t::~ ~lrchcolo[;ical uroject the si. r.c will be d. eveloped into a park proJj i v:..::ing prot~ction and prcs;1·vation for the r0maining ruins. This park will 
1 b0 open to the general public. 
I 

/ Bclvoir 1.;~ described by George Washington as one of the most beautiful 
, c::;.:.;::.tc:;. on the river. 
i 

The follo,..:.ng newspaper notice published in the Virginia Gazette, Williar.is- ·); 
burg, 9 July. 1774 may best describe Belvoir in its original appeara."l.ce: 

The beautiful seat of the honerable George William Fai!·fax, esquir0, 
, in Fairfax County, 

The Mansion house is of brick two stories high, with 
four convenient rooms and a passage on .the.second, and a servants' 
hall and cellars below: convenient office:., stables and coach house, 
adjqin,:.ng, as also a large and well furnished garden, stored with 
great ·variety of valuable .frci.ts: in good order. Appertaining tc 
the tract on which these improvements are 1 and "'hl.ch contains nearly 
2,000 acres (sm-rounded in a manner oy navigable water) are several 
valuable fisheries, ancl a good deal oi' cleared land in different 
parts, which ma;y be let together, or separately, as shall be found 
most convenient. The terms may be kn.own of Colonel Washington, who 
lives near the premises, or of me, in Berkeley County. 

Francis Willis, junior 

Fairfax Grave Site near the mansion ruins is marked by a stone memorial 
; sc:.rrvundad. by' a ·wrought iron fence and a c::-avel walkway. The grave site is 
l in excellent condition •.. ,'.l'.he . .stone memorial was erected by Mr •. Fairfax 
) H.:,.rrison, a des'cendent of the Fairfax family. ', .. 
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Belvoir was built by Colonel l·tilliaD Fair.fax between 1736-1741 .and. for th.irti­
t•,10 yea:t-s was the seat of one of the moot di.5tinguishecl. farr.i.lies i~1 Virgi:iiaJ 

' 
1 Colonel William was land agent for his first· cousin Lord Tho:nas Fairfax, i 
[ ?roprieter of the Northern Neck; Collector of Customs for the South Potomac; I 
: anci President of the Vir[:1.nia Council. i 

i Here at Belvoir George Washington's half b:-other Lawrence married Colonel 
1 William's eldest daughter Anne, Major John Carlyle (builder of the Carlyle 

House in Alexandria) married Sarah, and George Was11i.ngton 's first cousin · 
;~arner Washington -married Colonel William's youngest daughter Han."lah. Here, / 
Lord Thomas Fairfax met six.teen year old George Washington and formed a I 
:friendship which was to last thirty-three years. 1 

Upon the death of Colonel William Fairfax in 1757, Belvoir wss inherited by 
the eldest son, George William Fairfax. It was in the company of George 

f Willi.am that George Washington began his first frontier surve:f+ng experience 
I departing from Bel voir in March 17 48. 

I George William inherited the family ancestral estates in England and in 
1 

Augu.s,;; 1773 he and his w.i.fe set sail for England, never to return. Subse-
i quently', Belvoir was rented to Reverend Andrew Morton, de:;troyed by fire in 
I 1783, and further demolished by mo1·tur bo;nbs and Ca.,.'"lnon shot fired from 
I British ships during the Battle of Belvoir in September 18lJ+• 

The Fairfax merr.orial marks the graves o.f Colonel William Fairfax. who built 
Belvoir Mansion, his wife Deborah Clarke Fairfax, and bears inscriptions to 
the memory of the two young son.3 of the Fairfax's who were killed in early 
colorj,.al wars • 
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