


-- 
7, DESCRIPTION 
-7 -7- 

Excsl lsnl  0 Good U Foir Dctarloroted 0 Ruins U Unexposed 
CONDITION --- 

(Check One) (Chock One) 

fl A l te r -d  htl Unoltcrsd n M O W . ~  or iginal  Sits 

O R I G I N A L  ( I f  ~ O W ~ ) P ~ V S I C A L  I P P E A R A N C E  

a. BACKGROUND INFORMATION: Gunston Hall, an a rch i tec tura l  gem 
overlooking the Potomac River 15 miles south of Alexandria, i s  
a f i t t i n g  monument t o  George Mason, cons t i tu t iona l i s t .  Mason 
(1725-92) i s  most noted f o r  the various const i tut ional  papers he 
wrote during the Revolutionary and immediate pst-Revolutionary 
periods, including the "Fairfax Resolves" of 1774, r e l a t ing  t o  
the const i tut ional  posit ion of the colonies and the mother country; 
the "Virginia Declaration of Rights" i n  1776, which furnished a t  
l ea s t  a par t  of the insp i ra t ion  f o r  the Declaration of Independence 
and the Federal B i l l  of Rights; and the "Objections t o  the Proposed 
Constitution" i n  1788, se t t i ng  f o r t h  the basis  of h i s  opposition 
t o  the adoption of the Federal Constitution. Thou& Mason's f i g h t  
against  r a t i f i c a t i o n  of the Constitution f a i l ed  i n  Virginia, most 
of h i s  objections f i n a l l y  proved valid.  Almost a s  important a s  
h i s  public writ ings was h i s  influence upon h i s  younger colleagues, 
many of whom became leaders i n  Virginia and national po l i t i c s .  

Mason b u i l t  Gunston Hall during the years 1755-58, employing 
William Buckland, a sk i l l ed  craftsman from Oxfordshire, t o  do the 
i n t e r i o r  wood carving. The house i s  compiratively small and plain,  
but with elaborate projecting porches on both the land and r i v e r  
s ides .  The in t e r io r ,  surpr is ingly spacious, i s  notable fo r  the 
qua l i ty  of i t s  ornamentation. Outstanding a r e  the Palladian 
drawing room, with a grea t  var ie ty  of i n t r i c a t e l y  carved wood 
and brocade-covered walls, and the Chinese Chippendale room, 
almost a s  e laborately decorated. The grounds a re  featured by a 
boxwood a l l ee ,  12 f e e t  high and 250 f e e t  long, surrounded by formal 
gardens, a l l  o r ig ina l ly  planted by Mason. 

b. BOUNDARIES: A s  i s  s t a t ed  i n  Deed Book B-11, Page 388, Fairfax 
County Courthouse : "Gunston Hall  consis ts  of 555.672 acres. Four 
t r a c t s  of land, one 418 acres  upon which i s  located the Gunston Hall  
House; one of 42.95 acres;  one of 50 acres; and one of 104 acres--a 
t o t a l  of 614.95 acres, l e s s  a t r a c t  of 59.278 acres, together with 
a 15 foot  out le t ."  

Beginning a t  the junction of S ta te  Routes 242 and 600 (near 
Shiloh Church and cemetery), proceed south f o r  approximately 700 
fee t ;  thence i n  a S ~ ~ t h ~ e S t e r l y  dircct ion f o r  approximately 700 
f e e t ;  thence south fo r  npproxlmntely 2,000 f e e t ;  thence eosL f o r  
approximately 4,600 f ee t ;  thence northcost fo r  npproximtely 1200 
f e e t  t o  the water l i n e  of Gunston Cove; thrncc north ulonc the 
water l i n e  of Gunston Cove fo r  approxirnatoly  COO f ce t ;  tlirncc went 
f o r  approximately 1,200 f ee t ;  thence i n  a northerly direct ion for  
approximately 2,600 fee t ;  thence west f o r  approximately 3,150 f e e t  
t o  point of b e g i ~ i n g .  
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STATEMENT O F  5 1 0 N I F l C I N C E  

t his structure,  a colonial  a rchi tec tura l  gbm, i s  a l iv ing  monument t o  

George Mason, noted fo r  h i s  const i tut ional  papers of basic importance 

i n  American his tory,  including the "Virginia Declaration of Rights" of 

1776, which was i n  par t  an inspirat ion f o r  the Declaration of Independent 

and the Federal B i l l  of Rights. Owned by the Commonwealth of Virginia 

and administered by the National Society of Colonial Dames of America. 



K.  M.  Howland, Life of George Mason, 1725-1792 ( 2  vols., New York, -- 
1892); Hugh B. Grigsby, - The History -- of the Virginia Federal Convention 
of 1788 (Vols. I X  and X, New Series ,  of the Collections of the Virp;inia -- 
His tor ica l  Society, Richmond, 1890-91); Max Farrand, ed., - The Records 
of the Federal  Convention of 1787 (4 vols., New Haven, 1 9 1 1 - 3 7 r  -- -- 
Helen H i l l ,  George Mason, Const i tut ional is t  (cambridge, 1938). 
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