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CONDITION 
0 E"celh,nt 

!Kl Altered 

Kl Goad O Foir 

(Check One) 

0 ~n_altered 

(Check One) 

0 Deteriorated 

DESCRIBE THE PR EIEN T ANb ORIGINAL (If rmawn) PHYSICAL APPEAl'ANCE 

0 Ruins 0 UnexpoHd 

(Chtu:k One) 

0 Moved KJ Otl9inol Site 

Woodlawn is a two-story brick mansion built in the late-eighteenth century 
form of a five-part plan with a central block, end pavilions and hyphens; 
the dairy and smokehouse are placed beyond the main unit, attached 
visually by walls. The facade of the main block is five-bays wide with 
a central cross gable, round headed arches over the central bay openings, 
and rectangular panels between the stories; the east front has a one­
story entrance portico. The gable roof has jerkinheads and four interior 
e~d chimneys. The end pavilions are perpendicular to the main axis with 
oval lights in the gable ends and large, round-headed windows facing the 
valley on the east. 

The plan fear,;ures a, cenq:~l n~ll with a graceful curving stair and large 
we1L-prpporti9ned rooms, $Om~.-with imported marble mantels in the refined 
detailing of .. the period. The .confinement of trim to door and window 
framings and cornice enhances the light and airy atmosphere. 

Originally part of a two thousand acre estate, the property has been 
reduced to about 160 acres and is divided by United States Route 1. The 
house stands on a hill overlooking Dague Creek; the site was chosen by 
Washington himself for its view of Mount Vernon and the Potomac. 
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STATEMENT OF SiGNIFICANCE 

George Washington presented Woodlawn Pla.ntl!i.tion:· to his ·ward Eleanor 
Parke Custis, granddaughter of Martha W-ashingtotr; followingl:her marriage 
in 1799 to his nephew Major Lawrence Lewis, son' bf Fielding··b.nd Betty 
(Washington) Lewis of Kenmore~ ·'-·The· gift included two thousand acres of 
the Mount Vernon estate, a mill and a distillery. Washington 1 s friend, 
Dr. William Thornton, designed the mansion which was erected between 
1800-1805. The Lewis family maintained the property until the 1840'1 
when it was sold to a group of Quakers from Philadelphia. The house 
passed through several hands before its acquisition by the National 
Trust for Historic Preservation in the 1950's. 

In addition to its historical value, Woodlawn is significant for the 
fact that its architect was Dr. William Thornton, first architect of 
the United States Capitol as well as Tudor Place and the Octagon in 
Washington, D. c. Woodlawn has been marred somewhat by alterations 
to the wings, but the building remains as a nationally famous example 
of Federalist architecture. 
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Templeman, Eleanor Lee and Nan Netherton, Northern Virginia Heritage. 
Privately printed, 1966. 

''Woodlawn Plan·tation, 11 pamphlet of the National Trust for Historic 
Preservation. 

"Woodlawn Plantation," American Landmarks Illustrated Program Series, 
available from the National Trust for Historic Preservation. 

LATITUDE AND LONGITUDE COORDINATES LATITUDE AND LONGITUDE COORDINATES 

DEFINING .t, RECT.t.NGLE LOCATING THE PROPERTY O DEFINING THE CENTER POINT OF .t. PROPEFtTY 
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CORNER LATITUDE LONGITUDE LATITUDE LONGITUDE 

01111•••• MinutH Secondt Deweu Minute• Seconds Degrees Minutes S.icond1 Oegreu Minutes Second• 

N'w 38 0 
43 . 24 " 77 0 08' 28 " 0 0 • 

NE 38 
0 

43 24 
. 77 0 07' 50 " 

SE ,-~·:la 0 

2~ ~~ 
• 77 ·0 • : 07 J' 50 

. 
<:W ".lA 0 • 77 o nil, '>R . 

APPROXIMATE ACRE.t.SE OF NOMINATEtl PROPEFtTY, 160 at".r~a 

lL.IST ALL STATES ANO COUNTIES FOl'I PROPERTIES OVERLAPPIN"G ST.t.TE OR COUNTY 80UNDAFUES 

ST.t.TEI CODE COUNTY CODE 

STATE: CODE COUNTY: CODE 

STATE: CODE COUNTY, CODE 

STATE: CODE COUNTY: CODE 

.. :···:· . .; .. 

NAME ANO TITLE: 

Staff, Virginia Historic Landmarks Commission. James W.·Moodv. Jr~. Director 
ORGANIZATION DATE 

Virginia Historic Landmarks Commission Novenibe't· :t9 . 196 !J 
STREET ANO NUMBER: 

Room 1116. Ninth Street State Office Buildin~ 
CITY OR TOWN: 

Richmond 

As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na­

tional Historic Preservation Act of )966 (Public Law 

89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion 

in the National Register and certify that it has been 

evaluate,1 .. ccording to the criteria and procecbres set 

forth by the National Park Service. The recommended 

level of ~ignificance o( this nomination is: 

Nstionat tK] State D Local D 

Dr. Edward P. Alexander, · Chairman 

STATE CODE 

I hereby certify that thia property ill in.eluded in the 

National Regiater. 

Chief, Oltlce ot Archeology and Hlst()rfc Preservation 

Date ---,-----------------

ATTEST: 

Title Virginia Historic Landmarks Commi sion 

Keeper of The National Rf!glater 

Date------,----------------- Date-,---,---------,------....... -------
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Woodlawn Plantation 
Hount Vernon, Virginia 
U.S.G.S. 7.5, Series 
Belvoir, Va .-Hd. Quad. 1965 
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