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(Rev, t,-71) Vir inia 

- NOMINATJOH FORM 
Frederick 

FOR NPS USf ONLY 
E:N'TRy DA'TE 

complete .:ipp /ic-abfc sections) 

l. NAME 

__ Cedar and Belle Grove 
A.N O/O R Hl ~ TORIC· 

Cedar Creek Battlefield and Belle Grove 
12, LOCATION 

I STREEMT AN[:'I NUM6ER: 

I on Va. Route 727 near Middletown (Belle Grove) and vicinity 
I CITY OR TOWN · CONGRESSIONAL :'.)1STRICT 

Mirldletown Seventh (7th) 
ST,. TE I COOE COUNT Y· I CODE 

Virginia I 51 Frederick I Ub~ 
13, CLA.SSIF ICAT ION 

CATEGORY 
OWNfRSHIP ST A TU$ 

ACCESSIBLE 
( Check One) TO THE PUBLIC 

0 Disfrict 0 Bu, ld,ng (JI: Pvbl,c Pub !1c Acqvi~it1on: c:S Occvpied Yes : 

□ Site 0 5 ,, u ct u re □ Po vote 0 !n Proc:e~s D Unocc:i.,pi .,d 0 Re,1ricred 

D Objoc, D Both 0 Be ,ng Considered 0 PreservotJon work ~ Unre, I! ,cted 

in progres, D No 

PRESENT U~E (Check One or More as Approprlete) 

lxl Agr i cvlruro I □ Government D Pork □ Tran~porr01 i on 0 Commenf3 

□ Commerc,ol 0 lndvsttiol ~ Privote Residence D Other (Specify) 

□ Edvcotionol 0 Military 0 Religious 

□ Cruertcinment ~ Mvse-urn D Sciel"lfific 

M- QWNER OF PROPERTY 
OWNER'S NAME:, "' ... 

National Trust for Historic Preservation <: )> 

I-'· ... 
STREET ANO NUMBE:R: ri f!1 

O'l 

748 Jackson Place 1-'· 
::: 

Cll'Y 0~ TOWN $"TA TE · COOf" ..... 
Qj 

Washington D.C. 11 
1s. LOCATIOH OF _L~CAL DESCRIPTION 

COURTHOI.JSE REG l STR Y OF DE.EDS ETC . r, 
0 

Frederick Countv Clerk ts Office >-:j C 
rf z 

STREET A.NO NVMeEF::;: : (1) -, 
a. < 
rt> 
'1 

CITY OR tOWN STATE COOE I-'• 
r., 

Winchester Virginia ?,' 
51 

f6. t£J?~J5~1:'(rATIQN IN EXISTING SURVEYS 
11TLE OF" SURVEY: f!1 

z 

Historic American Buildings Survey ... 
Jl "11 

l:?J FeclerDI D ~lole D County 0 Local 
-< 0 OATE OF SURVE.Y, z ,:;i 

DEPOS ! TOF<Y f'OF< SUF<VEY RECORDS, C z 
~ "ti 

Library of Congress/Annex !l) V> ,,, 
C 

STF<EE T ANO NUMBER , 

I 
ll 

"' rr, 

Prints and Photographs Division 0 
z 

CITY OR 'tOWN STATE : I CODE - - r 
--< 

Washington D.C. 11 <;; 
> -, 
r, 



f7. DESCRIPTION 1---..,..---------· --------------------------------~ 

CONDITION 
D E•celf•nt D Foir 

(Checlt Onl!) 

0 Deteriora!ed 0 Ruin5 0 Unexpoud 

I -(C_h_•_cl<~On-.,-)-'------------1 

0 Alter•d i;i Unalt•red n Moved Original Site _______ __._ ______ _ 
DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIG!NAL (lrl<nown) PHYSIC"'- ► APPEARANCE 

Isaac Hite, the builder of Belle Grove was a successful farmer who began wit 
483 acres in 1783 and acquired 7,437 by 1814. In 1820 a west wing was added 
to the mansion, increasing its dimensions from 74 x 40 feet to one exceeding 
100 x 40. Sometime between 1815 and 1828, outbuildings were added. The 
smokehouse and icehouse are still extant. 

In 1836 Major Hite died and in 1860 his family sold it to John and Benjamin 
Cooley. War damages forced them to sell to an Englishman, James Davison, 
in 1867. The names of Union soldiers can still be seen scratched on the 
walls and ceiling over the north portico. 

Belle Grove was maintained as an inn from 1907 until the late 1920's. In 
1929 Francis Hunnewell of Wellesley, Mass. bought Belle Grove and began 
its restoration. He bequeathed the mansion and 100 acres to the National 
Trust in 1964. Today, Belle Grove is an operating farm that also serves 
as a center for the interpretation of rural folk lifP.. 

It conducts varied educational programs, including, for the last three 
summers, student excavations on the mansion grounds. These have so far 
uncovered the remains of a late 18th or early 19th century outdoor bake 
oven, the limestone foundation of an early 19th century dairy, and numerous 
artifacts. 

Belle Grove mansion is a dressed limestone house of one full story on a 
very high basement. The walls are quoined with rough-hewn stone, and keyed 
flat arches of stone emphasize each window opening. Four widely spaced 
chimneys, also of stone, rise synunetrically from the broad hip roof. Belle 
Grove was designed in the Classical Revival style; its four porticoes, three 
of which had been removed, are now restored to their original condition. 

Some of the earthworks used by the 6th corps at the beginning of the battle 
are still in existence. They surround the crest of a round hill just west 
of the Belle Grove mansion. 

BOUNDARIES: 

The boundaries are those recommended by John D. McDermott and Edwin C. Bears 
in their 1969 Special Report on Cedar Creek Battlefield and Belle Grove, 
Frederick County. Virginia, done for the National Survey of Historic Sites 
and Buildings. The boundaries include all the area where fighting occurred 
on October 19, 1864, except for Interstate Highway 81, which divides the 
site into two sections. The southern section contains Robert's Ferry and 
Bowman's Ferry, where the Confederates crossed the Shenandoah, and the site 
of the morning position of Crook's VIII Corps. The northern section contain 
Belle Grove, and the sites of the original positions of Wright's VI Corps 
and Emory's XIX Corps. The latter unit's entrenchments are the only ones 
still prominent, Enclosed is their verbal description of the boundaries. 
Also included are maps showing the position of the battle's focal points on 
the U.S.G.S. topographic maps for this area, and a sketch map showing the 
relationship of the buildings and excavations at Belle Grove. 
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ExcelleM 0 Good Qg 
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:Foir O. Deteriarated O Ruins 0 Unexpos.d 0 

INTEGRITY 
{Checlt Ohe) 

0 Unaltered [3 _ 

('Check One) 

0,iginol Sil• ~ 

SCRIBE TME PRESENT "'ND ORIGINAi. (lf known) PMVSICAI. APPEARANCE 

Belle Grove is a one and· one-half story, hip roof, locally cut limestone 
structure; the front of the house laid in ashlar hand cut blocks ... the 
sides and rear facade being of random coursing. Both front and rear facad s 
ate focused around a one-story Roman porti~o. 

The interior is characterized by fine hand carved paneling, mantels, and 
woodwork. 'the parlor is especially fine with elaborate cornice pilasters 
and doors. An interesting feature of the house is the concealed stairway 
whi,ch rises from a closet in the hall. The layout of the rooms is 
symmetrically oriented around a longitudinal hall. 
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Form 10-3000 
(Julr 1969) 

UNITEL ,ATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR ATE 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES COUNTY 

Virginia • 

Frederick 
FOR NPS USE ONLY ,(Ml. ~'<;~L ,:!STORIC INVENTORY· NOMINATION FORM 

LA..i..,JuitAS l r.c • · 
-.-----4 

ENTRY NUMBEFI I CA TE 

Cedar Creek Bartlefield' ontmuat,on Sheet) I 
(Nlffilber •JI enr,, .. ) (f7 Description Page /12 

Location: Generally, Cedar Creek Battlefield lies between Middletown and 
Strasburg in Frederick County, Virginia. Interstate Highway 81 divides the 
battlefield into northern and southern units. North Section: Beginning at 
78° 18' 46" Longitude and 39° 0' 33", the boundary line runs in a northeasterly 
direction to 78° 17' 16" and 39° 1 1 23", then in a northwesterly direction to 
78° 17' 21 11 and 39° 1' 26", then in a northeasterlv direction to 78° 16' 47 11 

and 39° 1' 53", then in a northwesterlv direction 78° 16' 55" and 39° 2', then 
in a northeasterly direction to 78° 16' 30" and 39° 2 1 15", then in a north
easterlv direction to 78" 16' 6" and 39° 2' 3511 , then in a northwesterly 
directi~n to 78° 16' 42" and 39° 3' 1", then in a southwesterlv direction 
down the center of State Highway 625 to its intersection with State Highway 
621, then in a southeasterly direction down the center of State Highwav 621 
to its intersection with State Highway 625, then in a southwesterly direction 
down the center of State Highway 625 to 78°17'40" and 39° 1'49", then in a 
westerly direction 78° 18 '2" and 39" 1' 55''. then in a westerly direction to 
78° 18"28" and 39° 1' 48", then in a northwesterly direction to 78°18"38 11 

and 39°2', and then down the center of Cedar Creek in a southerly direction 
to the point of beginning. Excepted within this section is a rectan<?.u 1 3.!' ,mit 
~•:hose boundary line begins at 78" 18' 34" Longitude and 39° 1 '16 11 Latitude 
and runs in an easterlv direction to 78°18'2" and 39°1'2011 , then in a northerlv 
direction to 78°18'4" ~nd 39°1'33", then in a westerly direction to 78°18'4" -
and 39°1 1 33", then in a westerlv direction to 78° 18'38" and 39° 1'20" and 
then in a southerly direction to the point of beginning. Generally, this 
rectangle excludes most of the small community of Meadow Mills. South Section: 
Beginning at 78°19'15" Longitude and 38°58'29" Latitude, the boundary runs 
in a northeasterly direction to 78°17'40'' and 38°58'56", then follows the 
center of State Highway 611 to its intersection with State Highway 612, then 
continues in a northerlv direction down the center line of Highway 612 to 
78°18'12" and 39°0'11",· then in a wester~ direction to 78"19'30". and 39°0'6", 
then down the center of Cedar Creek and the North Fork of the Shenandoah River 
to the point of beginning. 



I 
f I 

I 

.,. 
2 
0 -,.. 

i ·U 
i 
I ::, 
' 
( « 

a-
IA 

' X {~. -i'. 

' I 

ILi :,-. 

1W 

"' 

( 

l4: SlG~M-,-F ... I __ C_A._N_C_E-...----,-------------.-... --.. ->-.. -.. --, .. -,. ... -:'.,.. -, .... -. :·-· .. -.. ----------------
I. PS!tlOD (ChHk One or More H App,optl•l!J) 

Pr•.Columbion O 16th Cent\lry O 
15th Century O 17th Century 0 

llPlltCIFIC DA.TE{'!I (Cf Appllcable and Known) 

18th Century 1K) 

19th Century 0 

Aolll'-AS OF SIGNIFICANC.E (Check One or Martt •• A.pp,op,let•) 

. • Abo. IQirial· · . - · · : Education _:-·· □ · 
.. 

0 Political ·- □" . - . . 
Prehhtoric 0 Engineerin9 0 Rel igion/Phl-· 

Hi•feric □ Industry ·o ~ losophy □ 
Avrkuhure D ln.,ention □ Scieflce D 
Mt !] Landscape Sculpture □ 

. c ....... ,c. D Archltecru,e □ Social/Hu1110n-

c-inunicatians D Literature D itarian D 
c.n.uv .. tlon □ Milhary □ Theater 0 

Mv•k: □ Trantportotlon 0 

20th Century 0 

u;ban Planning ": □ 
· ·· • · Other (Speclly) @ 

History 

Belle Grove was built by ~ajor Isaac Hite, grandson of Jost Hite, one 
of the l~rgest landholders and earliest pioneers in the Shenandoah Valley • 
Because of this association, the property is closely linked with the 
history and development of that part of Virginia. On October 19, · 1864, it 
was the scene of the Battle of Cedar Creek, the decisive battle of the 
Civil War in the Valley. At this time it served as headquarters for Union 
General Philip Sheridan. 



""· ,.-AJO~ Bl~LIOGRAPHICAL REfEREll:CES -'•: __ - ::'"::'-:i---',:--------- ·- ;_ 

0 Belle Grove, II Special Issue of Historic Preservation, Voi. 20, Nos. 3-4 
(July-December, 1968), published by National Trust for Historic 
Preservation, 1968. 

"Be-lle Grove·" pamphlet., National Trust for His toric Preservation. 
v1ayland, John w .. ' Historic Romes of -Northern Virgigia. Staunton, Va.: 

-The McClure Company, Inc.~ 1937. .. - ... 

no,;- GEOGRAPHICAL DATA_,: -_ : _::;:-·- - - '!,.:.:-:••--· ::.:;c-:_ ': :::\f'.;'/}/9':ts::::,:,:: · - --->-\: ___ :~,:::::/:::\ 
1.AT·ITUDE AND \.ONGITUOE;: COORDIN ... Tli:5 -- 0 

• • LATI TUOE ANO LON GI-:' :.i::l !;; COORDINA T E.S 

DEfl'INING A ftECTANGI.E LOCATING THE PROPERTY _OEFINJt,fG THE ~E;!!!TER ?-;i1_-.T OF A J"Fli;IPERTY 

---

.. 
_0 .. \..ES& THA"'1 ;,_~ ACRE 

CQlltNl!R LATITUDE LONGITUDE 1.ATITUDE LONGITUDE 

IOesrees Minutes Seconds Doarees Minut•s Seconds Oe;,■•• Minute• Seconds ::i~.-·•· M.i.,ute:11 Seconds 

I N'III • • • • . .. 39 0 Ol • 14 . 78 0 18 . ·13 .. 
"1E 0 . . 0 . • -· 
S! • . . 0 ' " 
SW 0 . • a ' . 

1,;.i!IT Al.I. STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PFIOPEl'ITIES OVERI.APPINCi STATE OR COUNTY 801,/S;:lAl'IIIES 

ST.TE, ,c:ooi;: COUNTY GODE 

sT.t,TE1 CODE COUNTY! COOE 

ST.t,T£1 COD& _COUNTY, CODE 

( STAT(; CODE COUNTY• CODE 

l'l. FO~M PREP°ARfill SY/: (::;/i it-'·> --_-,,, __ /:D /\::'.:--:-,::: ,,,,_,,- -:,,-:::: ---:::::- C::}> _--_..c:_-,-{':'-:'_-'.\ 
--:c•-'''-''--'' 

N;.Mo'. ANQ TITLE: . 
Sta££. Virginia Historic Landmarks Commission. . James w . Mooc.y. Jr ... Director 
OA-GANI 1'"TION ~'I& 

Virginia- -Historic Landmarks Commission ;.A.:;,ril 24. 1969 
05TA·CET -ANO NUMBEl'I: 

Ropm 1116. Ninth Street State Office Buildin2: 
-c..-:•-f OR TOi'/t,!: ilJTATE k C:ODE 

!Uchmond Vir2inia 45 
.\:l2. ~- .... - ST ATE LiArnp~::9F_f:'l~glft;lrl'{'.tff,tCA ttON / './t:k '. -\?/ NAJ:JONAL' ~E$tST.E~ vc:R.;FtCATJciti.: -- -'/-: _:-.. 

As the des-ii,nated StRte Liaison Officer fo;- the Na'• 
t 'herebv certify that this prop;l':":Y is- included in the 

tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 

89-665), I hereby nomin,He this property tor inclusion Nati011al Register. 

in the National Re&j.ster and certify that it has been 

evaha.ied aecc,r(lina to the criteria and procedures set 

forth by the Nallonal Park Service. The re_commended 
· Cldef, Olllce of AreheoloQY a:id Historic Presitrvatlon 

level m sipiflcance of this nomination is: 

Jl■ tiollill D State ~ Local D 

.. & ~~r ~ ' j) 
Date 

I 
Kame~-µ~~' f,:t~\,{ fl, v;;,r} fA 

ATT~: 
-- \ 

Dr. Edwa·rd P. Alexander• Ch-airman 
Title ',l:i,rginia Historic Landmarks Comm. 

lCNper of The Nati aial Reiis ter 

t>a-te June 2. 1969 Date 
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

MAiTI01'4AL REGISTER OF :-llSTORIC PLACES 

PROPERTY MAP FORM 

(Type all entries - attach to or enclose with ma.p) 

c6,..MoN, Belle 
ANOIOR 1"115TORIC: 

•. LOC.ATION ·.•·.··· 

STATE 

Virginia 
COUNTY 

Frederick 
FOR NP~ USE ONLY 

E!IITRY N;JMBER CATE 

T«&ET AND NUMBER• .3 mi. SW of Meadow Ero:>k, • 1 mi. E of Rt. 727, • 5 mi. NW 
of intersection of Rt. 727 and Rt. 11. 

CITY OR TOWN; 

TO BE INCI.UOEO ON Al.I. MAPS 

1. Prop•rty broundories where required, 

2. North orrow, 

3. L.oti.tu~e and loftgitude reference. 

------·-----------··---------------:--------.------..---
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT.OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

M.\TiONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 

PROP f:&TY ?l-l0TOG3A?H FORM . 

{T7pe all er1tries - attach to or enclo.o;e with photograph) 

GOMMoN: Belle Grove 

.· ~OCAJ!9N '. ~::'.'t:Li}}/7\U;, . 

Vir inia 
t:OUNTY 

Frederick 
FOR l'lPS USE ONLY 

ENTRY NUMBER CATE 

:r~eET ,..,cNuMBER, .3 0ti. SW of Meadow Brook~ .1 mi. E of Rt. 
·n eTse-c;tion of Rt. 727 and Rt. 11. 

• 5 mi. ?-t'W of 

CITY 01'1 TOWN, 

eooE 

069 
&J'HOT:0 RiSf SR i:Nt; E ... ·· · 

MoTocR£01T, Vir tnia Historic Landmarks Commission 
OATS OF P)olOTO: 1968 

Ei.ntvE F11.Eo AT: Virginia Historic Landmarks Commission 
Richmond. 0Vir inia 

View o.f front from. the .West 
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