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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (If known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Constructed of brick laid in Flemish bond with random glazed headers,
Rosewell stood three stories tall above a high basement. The deck-on-hip
roof was originally topped by two cupolas and four T-shaped chimneys with

gave horizontal accents to the high walls. All of the windows were accent
with gauged brick "bibs", and were topped by shallow rubbed brick segmental
arches with finely carved Portland stone keystones.} The brick architecturs
decoration surrounding the two main entrances is among the finest and most
elaborate of the period.

deep Portland stonme caps. Belt courses above the first and second storielea
ted

The house was originally flanked by two dependencies which were intended td
be connected to the house by curved passageways. The dependencies no
longer stand. The plan of the house was in the shape of a cross with the
stair wells contained in the projecting side pavilions. The main floor
contained an off-center hall with three principal rooms.\ Early documents
describe the main rooms as being full and elaborately paneled with walnut
and mahogany. Old photographs of the main staircase show it to be the
finest and richest foundation in any Virginia colonial mansion, being
decorated with elaborately carved scrolls of flowers and a magnificently
carved fascia board.

The house was significantly altered in 1838 when it passed out of the
hands of the Page family. All of the interior decoration except for the
stairs was removed, and the original roof and cupolas were removed to be
replaced by a gable roof. The house finally burned in 1916 and only
sections of the walls remain.! - 6 e L ra % dorld L, By g

1

43S

SNOILONYLSNI



Form 10-300a UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR STATE

(Dec. 1968) NATIONAL PARK SERVICE Virginia
NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES COUNTY
Gloucester
INVENTORY - NOMINATION FORM FOR NPS USE ONLY
. . ENTRY NUMBER DATE
(Continuation Sheet) 69-10-45-0029 [10/1/69

(Number all entries)

6. Historic American Buildings Survey Inventory

1959 Federal
Library of Congress
Washington, D, C. Code: 08

Virginia Historic Landmarks Commission Report #36-41
1968 State

Virginia Historic Landmarks Commission

Room 1116, Ninth Street State Office Building
Richmond, Virginia 23219 Code: 45




INSTRUCTIONS

S EE

PERIOD (Check One or More as Appropriate) ;
Pre-Columbian [] 16th Century [ 18th Century [X] 20th Century []
15th Century O 17th Century [] ) 19th Century []

SPECIFIC DATE(S) (If Applicable and Known)

AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE (Check One or More as Appropriate)

Abor iginal Education O Political O Urbah Planning © ¢ [
Prehistoric: [ 7. .7. Engineering = [ ] ..o Rehglon/F’ho- > oo 6fh;} (spécifly)3 |
Historic O Industry O losophy '~ [} 2 Pame kg 4 2 o

Agricuhure i - Hlnveatton = . ool A0 S Seiencer. - "

Art X Landscape Sculpture [T«

Commerce O Architecture [] Social/Human-

Communications [] Literature (] itarian O

Conservation (] Military O Theater (]

Music O Transportation []

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE (Include Personages, Dates, Ewvents, Etc.)

Begun circa 1725 and completed by 1744, Rosewell has been called the
largest and finest of the colonial mansions. Its greatest architectural
distinction was its superb brickwork including the brick doorways which
Thomas T. Waterman called "the finest and most elaborate of the period,
with the possible exception of those of Christ Church' (Lancaster County).
Waterman also proclaimed the stair at Rosewell to be '"unrivaled as the fine
of all American examples', and called its carved fascia '"a fine example
of the high craftsmanship of the period”.

/

Until recently the cemetery at Rosewell was noted for its well preserved
table tombs.

Rosewell was the seat of the Page family of Virginia and perhaps most
notably the home of John Page (1744-1808), a member of Congress from 1789
to 1797, and Governor of V1rg1n1a from 1802, £0..1805,, . - . ;.




Dover Publications, Inc., 1963.
Hime, Ivor Noel, Excavations at Rosewell in Gloucester County, Virginia,

Howells, John Mead, Lost Examples of Colonial Architecture, New York:

1915.

1957-1959, United States National Museum Bulletin 225, Smithsonian
Institute.
Lancaster, Robert A., Historic Virginia Homes and Churches, Philadelphia:
J. B. Lippincott,
Waterman, Thomas Tileston, The Mansions of Virginia, 1706-1776, New York:

Bonanza Books, 1945.
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Staff, Virginia Historic Landmarks Commission, James W. Moody, Jr., Director

ORGANIZATION DATE

Virginia Historic Landmarks Commission April 25, 1969
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Room 1116, Ninth Street State Office Building
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Richmond Virginia 45

As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na-
tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law
89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion

in the National Register and certify that it has been
evaluated according to the criteria and procedures set
forth by the National Park Service.
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Name @UO W@V@J\‘a&.‘ MM

Dr. Edward P. Alexand

Title Virginia Historic Landmarks Comm.

The recommended

National
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Date June 2, 1969

I herebv certify that this property is included in the

National Register.
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Chief, Office of Archeology and Historic Pteérvatioﬁ
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DATE 1965
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2. North arrow.

1. Property broundaries where required.

3. Latitude and longitude reference.
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