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1. NAME 
C O M M O N : 

Rosewell 
A N D / Q R H I S T O R I C : 

Rosewell 
2 LOCATION 

STREET ANDNUMBER: ^ ]̂  , y o f Car te r Creek, .5 m i . SE o f R t . 644, .3 m i . S o f 
i n t e r s e c t i o n o f Rt . 644 and R t . 632. 

f 
S T A T E 

V i r g i n i a 
C O D E COUN T Y: 

Gloucester 
C O D E 

S T A T E 

V i r g i n i a 4b 
COUN T Y: 

Gloucester 073 

U 

111 

LU 

iiiCl-ASSlFICATION 
CATEGORY 

(Check One) 
OWNERSHIP S T A T U S 

A C C E S S I B L E 

T O T H E P U B L I C 

D i s t r i c t • B u i l d i n g 

Si te [ • St ruc ture Q 

O b j e c t • 

P u b l i c • 

P r i va te 

Both • 

Pub l i c A c q u i s i t i o n : 

In P rocess Q 

Be ing C o n s i d e r e d d l 

O c c u p i e d CH 

Unoccup ied ' S 

P r e s e r v a t i o n work 
in progress I I 

Y e s : 

R e s t r i c t e d • 

U n r e s t r i c t e d • 

N o : a 

P R E S E N T U S E (Check One or More as Appropriate) 

A g r i c u Itura 1 • G o v e r n m e n t • P a r k • 

Commerc io 1 • I n d u s t r i a l • P r i v a t e R e s i d e n c e • 
Educa t i ona l • M i l i t a r y • R e l i g i o us • 

En te r ta i nmen t • M u s e u m • S c i e n t i f i c n 

Transportation 

Other ( S p e c i f y ) 

Ruins 

Comments 

4. OWNER OF PROPERTY 
O W N E R S N A M E ; 

Miss Nellie Deans Greaves; Col. Fielding Lewis Greaves 
S T R E E T A N D N U M B E R ; 

Box 3033 
C I T Y O R T O W N ; 

Alexandria 
i i l i i i l t l O N OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION 

S T A T E ; 

V i r g i n i a 4 5 

6. KePRESeNTATfON IN EXISTING SURVEYs' 

C O U R T H O U S E . R E G I S T R Y O F D E E D S , E T C ; 

Gloucester County Court House 
STREET AND NUMBER: 

CI TY OR TOWN; 

Gloucester 
S T A T E 

V i r g i n i a 45 
APPROXIMATE ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY; 3 a c r s s ( t o t a l p T o p e r t y 2 5 0 a c r B s ) 

T ITLE OF SURVEY; 

Historic American Buildings Survey 
D A T E O F S U R V E Y : 1941 Federa l [SI 
D E P O S I T O R Y F O R S U R V E Y R E C O R D S : 

Library of Congress 

Stote • County • L o c d l Q 

S T R E E T A N D N U M B E R : 

C I T Y O R T O W N : 

Washington 
S T A T E : 

D i s t r i c t o f Columbia 08 
o 
z 
r--< 



| 7 . DESCRIPT ION 

CONDITION 

INTEGRITY 

(Cfteck One) 

Excellent • Gaod • Fair • Deteriorated • Ruins ^ Unexposed • 

(Check One) 

Altered • Unaltered H 

D E S C R I B E T H E P R E S E N T AND O R I G I N A L ( I f k n o w n ) P H Y S I C A L A P P E A R A N C E 

(Check One) 

Moved • Original Site S 

Constructed of brick l a i d i n Flemish bond with random glazed headers 
Rosewell stood three stories t a l l above a high basement. The deck-on-hip 
roof was o r i g i n a l l y topped by two cupolas and four T-shaped chimneys with 
deep Portland stone caps. Belt courses above the f i r s t and second stories 
gave horizontal accents to the high walls. A l l of the windows were accent^ 
with gauged brick "bibs", and were topped by shallow 'rubbed brick segmenta' 
arches with f i n e l y carved Portland stone keystones.] The brick architectun 
decoration surrounding the two main entrances is among the fi n e s t and most 
elabotate of the period. 

The house was o r i g i n a l l y flanked by two dependencies which were intended tci 
be connected to the house by curved passageways. The dependencies no 
longer stand. The plan of the house was i n the shape of a cross with the 
s t a i r wells contained i n the projecting side pavilions. The main f l o o r 
contained an off-center h a l l with three p r i n c i p a l rooms.\ Early documents 
describe the main rooms as being f u l l and elaborately paneled with walnut 
and mahogany. Old photographs of the main staircase show i t to be the 
fines t and richest foundation i n any Virgi n i a colonial mansion, being 
decorated with elaborately carved s c r o l l s of flowers and a magnificently 
carved fascia board. 

\ The house was s i g n i f i c a n t l y altered i n 1838 when i t passed out of the 
hands of the Page family. A l l of the i n t e r i o r decoration except for the 
sta i r s was removed, and the o r i g i n a l roof and cupolas were removed to be 
replaced by a gable roof. The house f i n a l l y burned i n 1916 and only 
sections of the walls rdmain.A. - i . ̂  , .,i , , 
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6. Historic American Buildings Survey Inventory 
1959 Federal 
Library of Congress 
Washington, D. C. Code: 08 -| 

Virginia Historic Landmarks Commission Report #36-41 
1968 State 
Virg i n i a Historic Landmarks Commission 
Room 1116, Ninth Street State Office Building 
Richmond, Virginia 23219 Code: 45 



SIGNIF ICANCE 

»/> 

I -

U 

oo 

Z 

UJ 

PERIOD (• Check One or More as Appropriate; 

Pre-Columbian Q 16th Century 

15th Century • 17th Century • 

18th Century H 

19th Century • 

20th Century • 

SPECIFIC •ATE(S) (If Applicable and Known) 

AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE (Check One or More as Appropriate) 

Abor i g ina l Educa t i on • P o l i t i c a l • 
' P reh i s toHc : '.rr, Ehgmeerrng- - • . • ' . v r Rel- i f t icwi /PKi- i 

H i s t o r i c • I ndus t ry • l osophy * 

Ag r i ou l t uce - r HnvBOthan . • r.: • - • ~ .: S c j e n i c t ' . • • • 
Ar t L a n d s c a p e Scu lp tu re • -
Commerce • A r c h i t e c t u r e • S o c i a l / H u m a n 

Commun ica t i ons • L i t e r a t u r e • i t a r i a n • 
C o n s e r v a t i o n • M i l i t a r y • T h e o t e r • 

Mus ic • T r a n s p o r t a t i o n • 

Urban Pfannirig ' ' • 

' ' i f h e r (Specify)' " ' ' • 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE (Include Personages, Dates, Ewnts, Etc.) 

Begun c i rca 1725 and completed by 1744, Rosewell has been called the 
largest and fi n e s t of the colonial mansions. I t s greatest architectural 
d i s t i n c t i o n was i t s superb bri^lOTork jLncl^^ the 1?.rick doorwaj^s jjfjiich 
Thomas T. Waterman called '̂̂ The fin e s t and most. e^laJjflXate of the period, 
with the possible exception of those of Christ Church" (Lancaster County), 
Waterman also proclaimed the s t a i r at Rosewell to be "unrivaled as the fine|st 
of a l l American examples", and called i t s carved fascia "a fine example 
of the high craftsmanship of the period". 

U n t i l recently the cemetery at Rosewell was noted for i t s w e l l preserved 
table t̂ gmbs. 

Rosewell was the seat of the Page family of Virginia and perhaps most 
notably the home ojL-J9ji5.,l5Sg. (1744-1808), a member ̂,f,JljS33sgC§i8&, f rom 1789 
to 1797, and Governor of Vi r g i n i a from 1802, tO:;i805"* i i ; ; M II. • 

A/ '^^^ 



9, MAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES 
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Dover Publications, Inc., 1963. 

Hime, Ivor Noel, Excavations at Rosewell i n Gloucester County, V i r g i n i a , 
1957-1959, United States National Museum B u l l e t i n 225, Smithsonian 
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Lancaster, Robert A., Historic V i r g i n i a Homes and Churches. Philadelphia: 
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10. GEOGRAPHICAL DATA 
L A T I T U D E A N D L O N G f T U D E C O O R D l N A T E S ' - ' 

D E F I N I N G A R E C T A N G L E L O C A T I N G T H E P R O P E R T Y 

C O R N E R 

NW 

NE 

SE 

SW 

L A T I T U D E 

D e g r e e s M i n u t e s S e c o n d s 

L O N G I T U D E 

Degrees M inu tes Seconds 

O ' I t 

. LATITUDE AN D LONGI TUDE COORDIN ATES 
DEFINING THE CENTER POINT OF A PROPERTY 

' • ' C F L E S S T K A N ' O N E : A C R E - -

L A T I T U D E L O N G I T U D E 

Degrees M inu tes Seconds 

37 o 19 . 40 . 
Degrees M inu tes Seconds 

76 o 34 • 36 » 

L I S T A L L S T A T E S A N D C O U N T I E S F O R P R O P E R T I E S O V E R L A P P I N G S T A T E O R C O U N T Y B O U N D A R I E S 

C O U N T Y 

C O U N T Y : 

C O U N T Y : 

I t . FORM PREPARED BY 
N A M E A N D T l T L E : 

Staff, V i r g i n i a Historic Landmarks Commission, James W. Moody, Jr., Director 
O R G A N I Z A T I O N 

V i r g i n i a Historic Landmarks Commission 
DATE 

A p r i l 25, 1969 
STREET AND NUMBER: 

Room 1116, Ninth Street State Office Building 
C I T Y O R T O W N : 

Richmond 
S T A T E 

V i r g i n i a 45 
12. STATE LIAISON OFFICER CeRTIFiCAllON NATIONAL REGISTER VERIFICATION 

As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na

tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 

89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion 

in the National Register and certify that i t has been 

evaluated according to the criteria and procedures set 

forth by the National Park Service. The recommended 

level of significance of this nomination is: 

National E State • Local • 

I hereby certify that this property is included in the 

National Register. 

Name 

Chief, Office of Archeology and Historic Pre^rvation 

OCTl 1969 
ATTEST: 

Dr . Edward P. Alexander , Cttairman 

Title V i r g i n i a H i s t o r i c Landmarks Comm. 

•Date June 2 , 1969 

Ik Keeper of The!National Registe 

Date SEP ^ 9 W 



'Form 10-301 
(Dec. 1968) 

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC 

PROPERTY MAP FORM 

\LACE,S 

,cc/ JUiv 9 laoy 
(Type all entries - attach to or enc/ose "wjif/i map) 

1. NAME 

S T A T E 

Virginia 
C O U N T Y 

Gloucester 
FOR NPS USE ONLY 

E N T R Y N U M B E R 

'69-10-45-0029 110/1/69 

COMMON; R o s e w e l l Vx v C V 
A N D / O R H I S T O R I C : R O S e W e l l V/>-.... , 

;2. LOCATION 
STREET AND NUM BER: ^ ]_ ^ ̂  Cartcr Creek, 
in tersec t ion of R t . 644 and Rt . 632. 

.5 mi. SE of R t . 644, .3 mi. S of 

C I T Y OR TOWN: 

S T A T E : C O D E C O U N T Y : C O D E 

V i r g i n i a 4b Gloucester 073 

S O U R C E : 

U . S . G . S . 7%', quadrangle Clay Bank, Va. 

u 
ID 

UJ 

liJ 

tn 

1:24000 
1965 

4. REQUIREMENTS 

T O B E I N C L U D E D O N A L L M A P S 

1. Property broundaries where requ i red. 

2. North arrow. 

3. La t i tude and longi tude re ference. 
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