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Form 10-300 UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT Of THE INTERIOR ST ATE: 

(Jvly 1969) NATIONAL PARK SERVICE VIRGINIA 
COUNTY • 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES GOOCHLAND 
INVENTORY - NOMINATION FORM FOR NPS USE ONLY 

ENT RY NVMU£R I DATC: 

(Type all entries - complete applicable sections) I 
I i. NAME .,.·.·/ 

I COMMON : 

POWELL'S TAVERN 
ANO, OFI: t-41ST0R1C : 

POWELL Is TAVERN 
2, LOCATION ------------------------------------~----------' STREET ANC NUMBER: 

N si~f Rt. 650, ,2 mi. E of intersection with Rt. 647. 
CITY OR 'tOWN ~ 

Goochland 

------

! 
CATEGORY 
(Check One) 

OWNERSHIP STATUS 

\o Dtsldct IX) 6ui ldi ng D Pub lie Public Ac:qvi :ii tion: rn Occupied 

lo ~ Privafe 0 In Proce., Site D SrruchJ<tt 0 Unoccupied 

I D Ob1ect 0 Borh D Bein9 Considered 0 P re~ervot1or, work 

in pro8re'33 

PRESENT USE (Check One or ,\/ore n• Apµ,opdate) 

0 Agdcvltvrol 

r , s.:J Comm" c ,o I 

:\ 0 Educot,onol 

[J En,ertoinment 

0 Governm!!n, 

D lndu,t ri ol 

0 Military 

0 Museum 

'4. OWNER OF PROPERTY -
OWNER•s N /\.Mt:: 

Dr. :rnd Mrs. Wayne c. 
STREE.:T ANO NUMBERi 

RFD 2 
Cl TY OR TOWN : 

Richmond 
rs.-LOc AT 10-N-o i= -:c·f ci11-c o E sc R Ip TI ot-i· 

COURTHOUSE . ,sEGISTRY OF DEE:DS . ETC : 

Goochland County Court 
STREET AND NUMBER : 

_[ 

00 

'":~ochland 

0 Pork 

riv KJ P ale Ruodence 

0 Relig ious 

0 Sciontific 

Campbell 

I 

•.· 

House 

0 Tr ons por tati on 

Q Othc, (Spicily) 

Adoctor s 
off i ce 

· · :-.· ···· ·· 

STATE : 

Virginia 
.. .. . -:-... 

STA TE 

Vir1?in-i"' 

I 
! I ACCl:SSIB L E 

, TO THE PUBLIC t 

Yo-s: 

D Restricted 

0 U nre s rr • ct£rd 

Ix] No 

0 Comments 

! , 

: 

~ ~ OE·; 

1----, 
. ,· ! 

i 

CODE 

I 

51 ' 

l 
i 

I 
I 

I 

~ i 
i 
i __ _J 

8 81 
0 C , 
0 Z · 
""T" 4 ! r ~ 
~ 
0 

! 6, REPRESENT AT JON I_N_E_X_(_S_T_I N_G_S_U_R_V_E_Y_s __ ~----------------~-~---< i . 
If-, ! 

I ;:: 
TITLE: OF SURVEY : 

Historic American Buildings Survey 
' -, I 

" I 
D"H: OF S Ul< V F.Y: 1940 y] fedorol ["l Srote 0 County 0 loco( I ,·,: [ 

OEPOSITORY FOR SURVEY RECORDS: 

Librarv 0£ Con~ress e---=--e::..:::...::,,.=c.:c....L....,~'---"'--"'--'--'--'>"-.X.0'-"'----------~------~--------------~--, 
STREE;T AND NVM6ER : 

Lc_,_T_Y_O_R_w_:_os_"_;_~_n_,g"-t-o_n ___________________ _,_ IS_T_A_T_E_: _D_. ___ c_. _______ t }{~-= :-·- ,_ 
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17, DESCRIPTION ----....- -----'------~-------·~.._·.--~--------------1 
(Cho,cl< Ono,) 

0 Excell11nt xJ Good O Foir O Deterior.,to,d O Ruin• 0 Un,,.:pos"d 
CONDITION i----------~I -· (Ch.,ck On<') 

D Altered if) Unaltered n Moved 
1-0-E_S_C_R_I a_E_T_H_E_P_R_,_E_S_E_N_T_4N_O_O_RI GIN 4 I. (If known) PH V SIC 4 I. A pp E 4 Fl ANC E 

(Checlt Om,) 

fX Orig,nol Sito 

Powell's Tavern is an H-shaped brick and frame complex, being the 
result of two major periods of construction. The original frame hlock is 
two stories over a low brick foundation with gable roof, two exterior end 
chimneys and two low one story end wings with shed roofs. The symmetrical 
three-bay fronts have nine-over-nine sash windows framed by moulded archi
traves. The later brick portion stands parallel to the frame block, 
approximately fourteen feet to the south, connected by a two story frame 
hyphen. This brick part is two stories with gable roof, two interior end 
chimneys and a five-bay front facing the old River Road to the south. The 
brick is laid in Flemish bond on its main south front with common bond with 
Flemish variations on the other secondary fronts. '!he deep, one story 

central entrance porch consists of four stuccoed brick Tuscan columns support
ing a wooden gable roof with Doric entablature. While both the brick and 
frame blocks have a central hall with original interior trim in the single 
rooms to either side, the western room in the brick block has been partition
for use as a doctor's offices. The wood work is exceedingly simple in the 
frame wing, as seen in the stair's square balusters and newels set on a 
closed stringer and the two high mantels consisting of simple pine boards 
capped by a narrow moulded cornice shelf. In addition, the eastern room has 
a plain pine dado and chair rail. The brick wing interior reflects its 
later Federal period by utilizing the "reed" motif (and a deeper cornice 
shelf) in the mantels. The western room of this wing, although partitioned, 
retains its mantel and paneled cupboard. Both of these rooms have a simple I 
paneled dado. I 
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I'd• SIGNIFICANCE 

PERICO (Cllt1rk On" or More"" Appropr/.,lnJ 

0 Pre-Columbian\ Cl l61h Century 

0 15thCerttury D 17thCentury 

SPECIFIC DATElsl (lt Appl/cable and Known) 

"REAS OF SIGNIFICANCE (Cfleck One or More aa App,optlale) 

Abar iginc,I D E ducatian 

D Prehistoric: 0 Engineeri n11 

0 Historic 0 Industry 

D Agricullu,e 0 Invention 

:0 Arc hi tecl<ire D Landscape 

D Art Architacture 

0 Commen:e D Literature 

D Ccrnmvni cot• ons D Military 

D Ccnset"¥c:ttion D Muoic 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFIC ... NCE 

D 
D 

D 
D 
D 

0 
5(1 

IXI l 8th Ca_nlury 

(xi 19th Century 

Palilical 

Rt1ligion/Phi-

losophy 

Sd.,nc:e 

Sculpture 

Social/Human• 

i tarian 

Th~ater 

Trar,5portation 

U 20th Cenlury 

0 Urban Plonning 

D Other (Spec/ (y) 

The frame portion of the tavern was built by William Powell as his 
residence in the late-eighteenth century on land which by a series of 
purchases from 1768 to 1791 was approximately 328 acres in size. Powell 
came to Virginia to make bricks for Thomas Mann Randolph of Tuckahoe and 
other landowners. Powell's land adjoined Randolph's which lay to the south 
across the old River Road or Main Road (Route 650). Powell's son, William 
Powell, Jr., applied for a license to keep an ordinary in the frame structurr 
on .March 1808 and his successful enterprize is reflected, first, in the 
addition of shed wings by 1815 (Mutual Assurance Society Policy) and second, 
by the brick addition, apparently built circa 1820 by Powell. The son 
continued his father's land acquisition until he had assembled a plantation 
of almost 800 acres. Although a two story hyphen, constructed in 1958, 
connects the two structures, earlier photographs show a simple gable-roofed 
shelter between them. It is traditionally held that some shelter was I 
always there as a convenience to protect travelers loading or unloading theit 
carriages between the two buildings in inclement weather. 

The tavern continued in operation for most of the nineteenth century. 
General La.Fayette stopped there during the course of his journey from 
Richmond to Charlottesville in 1824. William Powell, Jr., conducted the 
tavern for many years before it passed to the Duval family in 1850. Josephl 
Martin in his Gazetteer of Virginia, 1836, remarked on "the good order and 
excellent accomo<lations which distinguished" the tavern during the tenure of 
the younger Powell. 

In 1958, the present owners adapted the complex into a combination 
residence and doctor's· office with a minimum loss of the original building 
fabric. The construction of the.two story hyphen at that time has 
heightened the tavern's similarity to its H-shaped neighbors, Tuckahoe to 
the south and Keswick, further south across the river. All three have 
evolved into this form and it is interesting that they should be concentrate~ 
in this particular area of the state. This peculiar plan, the presence of I 
an old Powell family graveyard to the north and the associations with 
Lafayette and early tavern days on the old River Road between Charlottesvill 
and Richmond offer a landmarks of particular significance eta central 
Virginia's architectural and transportation history. 
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110. GEOGRAPHICAL DATA 
L.ATITUDE AND LO.NGITUDE cooRDIN;;;:;.s--·~ 

----~-- ,--L.ATITUOE ANO L.ONGITUDE COORDINATES 

DEFINING A RECTANGLE LOCATING THE PROPERTY 0 DEFINING THE CENTER POINT OF A PROPERTY 1 

R OF LESS THAN TFN ACRES · 

CORNER L.ATITUOE LONGI TUOE L.A.TI TUOE LONGITUDE 

Degree• Minute, Seconds Degrees Minuhts Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds 
NW 0 . . 0 . . 37 ° 34' 57• 77 D 39' 38" 
NE .. . . 0 . . 
SE 0 . . .. ' . 
SW 0 . . 0 ' . 

APPROXIM.A.TE ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY; Less than ten acres. 
-LIST .A.L.L STATES ANO COUNTIES FOR F>ROF>ERTIES OVERL.APPING ST ... TE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES I 
ST.ATE: CODE COUNTY CODE 1 

I 

ST.ATE: CODE COUNTY: CODE 

I 

i 

I 
STATE: CODE COUNTY: CODE 

I STATE: CODE COUNTY: CODE 

I 
( 

flJ. FORM PREPARED BY 
t~AME AND Tl TLE: I 

Virginia Historic Landmarks Commission Staff ! 
OA.ti-ANtZATl~N DATE ·1 

I . '· i ~ r g 1 ni a H 1.s tor 1.c La ndma r ks::._C-=-=.o::..::nun=1.=-=s:...:s'--'1.=-o=-n=-___________ ....___.._A.p_r_1, l, 197 2 
1=- ~ t--eE'.t. T ANO NUMBER: 

Room 1116, Ninth Street State Office Buildino_ I 

- I CITY on TOWN: STATE CODE 

___B,ichmond "iT;.,...r-,-{n'i!"t I r.1 

jTI. STATE LIAISON OFFICER CERTIFICA I ION NATIONAL REGISTER VERIFICATION 

As the des i~natcd State Liaison Officer for the Na-

tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 
• I hereby certify that this property is included in the 

89-665), I hereby nominate this property £or inclusion Nationa I Register. 

in the National Register and certi£y that it has been 

evAluated according to the criteria and procedures set 

forth by the National Park Service. The recommended 
Chief, Office of Archeology and liistori c Preservation 

level of si~nificance of this nomination is: 

Naho~'. D Stato J<l d"' D 

Date ~ r7&1_eJ . i ~ 

! Name ,_U!,1 ..,.-j,;~ -- ATTEST: 

Jame oody, Jr., Di rec 
Title istoric Landmarks Commissior 

I 
Keeper of The National Rcp,ister 

APR 18 1972 
Date Date 
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U.S.G s 71 I d Ni ·1 . : 2 qua ra.ngle 
d othian, Va. 1964 

(scs.le,1:24000) 
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