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t;ESCP18E THE PRESE:NT AND ORIGINAL(ifl<nown) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE: 

Carter's Tavern is set in a clearing just south of Halifax County's 
i historic River Road. The building stood derelict and much decayed until 

1972 when it was thoroughly restored by its present owner. As a result, 
; much of the exterior fabric such as siding, roofing and chimneys had to be 

renes,ed, although the original interior woodwork, including flooring, wains­
coting, mantels and stairs, is almost completely intact. The building had 

. never suffered major alteration, thus anyreplaced fabric could be carefully 
i matched to the original. 
1 The tavern is in the Country-Federal style and has a two-story, 
I 
, double-pile, side-hall-plan main section and an earlier one-and-a-half-story 
: wing on the west end. Two exterior end brick chimneys are on the east end 

while the wing has a single exterior end chimney. Both the main part and t e 
, wing are covered by gable roofs with simple box cornices. The wing is 

fronted by a shed-roof porch framed into its main roof. Beaded weather­
boarding, copying the original, is used throughout except under the wing 

' porch where flush siding is employed. The house is underpinned with 
! rubble fieldstone. 

The first-floor interior is divided into four main rooms and a stai 
1 hall. A secondary enclosed stair leading to the innkeeper's private 
quarters is located in the southwest room of the main section. The main,or 
public room, contains doors and wainscoting grained to imitate inlaid cabi­
net woods, as well as marbelized baseboards. The marbelized mantel is 
richly ornamented with reeded pilasters, bands and sunbursts. The remain­
ing rooms in the first-floor's main section are similarly treated but are 
less ornate. In the wing is the "tap room" which has horizontal wooden 
sheathing on all its walls. The room's other distinctive features include 
the exposed ceiling joists and built-in cupboards. The main stairway is 
likewise sheathed in horizontal boarding. I ts simple open-string staircase 

. has a square newel, oval handrail and square balusters. 
Above the main, or public room, is a room of equal size which also 

has handsomely grained and marbel ized woodwork. Reeding is employed on the \ 
marbelized mantel but the sunbursts are omitted. Behind this room arc, the 

. innkeeper's private quarters which are reached by the enclosed stair mentione\d 
earlier. Above the wing is a single room formerly used as a sleeping loft.\ 

Although modern conveniences such as heating, electricity and I 
plu~bing have been installed, special care was taken to preserve the buildin~'s 
historic character. At present the tavern is furnished with antiques and is. 
used for special tours and meetings as well as a place for entertainment. 
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Long a familiar landmark on Halifax County's historic and scenic River 
Road, Carter's Tavern is a handsomely restored example of an early southern 
Virginia ordinary. With virtually all of its original interior. fabric 
intact. the venerable frame building provides a rare picture of the charact€r 
and arrangement of this once common Virginia institution. An outstanding 
feature of the tavern is the great quantity of well-preserved grained and 
marbelized woodwork, some . of which is unusually ornate • 

The building's earliest portion is the one-and-a~half-story wing, 
probably erected before 1773 by Joseph Dodson. Licenses issued in 1802 
and 1804 indicate that Dodson's younger son, Joseph~ Jr.~ operated an 
ordinary there in what was also his residence. In 1807 Dodson sold the 
building and 67 acres to Samuel Carter. Carter is believed to have 
enlarged the building to its present size by tearing down part of the Dodso1 
house and erecting the two-story main section. In any case, the enlarged 
building enabled Carter to operate an overnight stage stop. The earliest 
recorded license issued to him, in 1821, authorized Carter to keep ''a house 
of private entertainment" at his residence. His license was renewed in 
1824i 1829, 1830, 1833, 1834, and 1835. ' 

Following Carter's death in 1836 his wife, Elizabeth, took over opera­
tion of the establishment. As the River Road was a lap on the main stage 
road between New York and New Orleans, Carter's Tavern remained an impor­
tant stopping place. 11Betsy" Carter continued as proprietress of the taverr 
until her death in 1843, at which time it was permanently closed. In 1860 
Samuel Carter's son, Philemon, sold the property to Dr. Thomas Haynie. The 
Haynie family owned it until 1898 when the building and 150 acres was sold 
to Mrs. Martha E. Reaves. After the Reaves family sold the property in 
1941 it passed through various owners until 1972 when the derelict, decaying 
building was acquired by Mr. and Mrs. Robert H. Edmunds, of Halifax County 
and Greensboro, North Carolina. The Edmunds munificently undertook a 
thorough restoration of the building for no other reason than to preserve it 
Handsomely furnished, Carter's Tavern is now made available for special 
tours and meetings. 
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