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As originally built, the central structure of Carter's Grove was a massive
two-story rectangular building crowned by a forty-five degree hipped roof
with splayed eaves. Two nearly square interior chimneys with molded caps
pierced the side slopes of the roof. Flanking the house on the east and
west were nearly similar one-and-a-half-story free-standing dependencies
with gable roofs. Although the dependencies were built some years before
the main house, their actual date of construction is uncertain. Both
dependencies are laid in Flemish bond with glazed headers.

The main house, even as it now stands, exhibits all the classic features
of a Virginia Georgian mansion, including molded brick water table,

rubbed brick quoins, gauged brick:splayed arches, rubbed brick belt course,
brick pedimented doorways, and modillion cornice. The finely laid Flemish
bond walls exhibit evenly matched bricks with no glazed headers.

Although a long one-story porch was added across the south front, and the
kitchen connected to the main house by a one-story passage-way, the house
suffered little serious alteration until the remodelling of 1927-28.
During the remodelling the ridge of the roof of the main house was raised
eleven feet to allow rooms to be inserted in the attic. These new rooms
were lit by a series of dormers placed around the raised roof. The two
chimmeys were correspondingly raised in proportion to the roof. Other
changes to the main house included the removal of the original semi-
circular stone steps on the north and south fronts and their replacement
by rectangular steps. The dependencies were connected to the main house
by one-and-a-half-story brick hyphens. The roofs of both dependencies were
raised, and the ground floor area was increased by projecting'the south
walls of both buildings to align with the south front of the main house.
The gabled dormers of both 'dependericies were sacrificed in favor of hipped
roof dormers.

The famous woodwork in the interior of the main house was little changed
-except that all of the first floor paneling was stripped and given a
natural finish. Also, the service lobbies in the two north rooms were
removed, causing the rooms' present assymetry. The second floor stairhall
was altered to allow the stairs to be extended to the rebuilt attic story.
The decorative details of the stairway extension were copied exactly from
the original stairway.

Carter's Grove stands impressively at the top of a series of broad
terraces looking across the low fields towards the James River. Of the
original landscaping the row of large tulip trees across the south fromt,
and the avenue lined with cedars approaching the north front remain.

136

SNOILONAYLSNI

N\

R



h e e m————— ——— o o

INSTRUCTIONS

SEE

{8. SIGNIFICANCE

PERIOD (Check One or More as Appropriau)
Pre-Columbian 7] 16th Century (7]

18th Century 20th Century [

15th Century [ 17th Century [} 19th Century D
SPECIFIC DATE(S) (If Applicable and Known)
AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE {Check One or More an Awau) - - .- . .
"Aboriginal - . Education U ‘Political = D ' " “Urban Planning ' D
Prehistoric - |'_':] 'Engineering (1 " 'Religion/Phi." ~ 77 “Other (Spoeilyjb .
Historic O Industry o losophy o' History a
" Agriculture’ a . Invention " .'D . ", Science T T (] ' L
Art Landscape Sculpture I ot
Commerce 3 Architecture 7] Secial/Human- '
Communications (7} ‘Literature O iterian a
Conservatien 0O Militery [ " Theater = O
Music O Transportation [

ISTATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE (Include Personagee, Dates, Events, Etc.}

One of the best documented of Virginia's colonial mansions, Carter's

' Grove was begun_ca. 1750 for Carter Burwell, grandson of Robert ("King”)
Carter of Corotoman and son of Nathaniel Burwell of Fairfield, Gloucester
County. According to the plantation's account book of 1751-53, the
house was constructed. by David Minitree of Williamsburg. The mansion's
magnificent woodwork was apparently executed by Richard Bayliss, an
English joiner whose passage to Virginia was paid for by Carter Burwell.

After Burwell's death Carter's Grove passed to his son, Carter Burwell .
II, who sold the plantation about 1790 and moved to Clarke County where
he built Carter Ball. Although Carter's Grove passed through the hands
of several owners during the nineteenth and early-twentieth centuries,
the house stood until 1927 as perhaps the most perfectly preserved of
Virginia's great plantation houses. However, in 1927-28 the exterior
was radically altered and enlarged in an attempt to give the house a
more “grandiose appearance. ~

--Before its alteration the exterior of Carter's Grove was considered to
be a superlative and classically proportioned example of an early-Georgian
colonial house. Its interior woodwork, which fortunately has not been
seriously altered, is regarded by many authorities as the most beautiful
of the colonial period in America. While much of the architectural qualit%
of Carter's Grove has been lost as a result of the 1927-28 changes, the
house yet remains as one of the supreme examples of colonial craftsmanship,
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