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INTEGRITY 

The mansion at Elsing Green is a two-story structure built in the shape of 
a U. Its walls are laid in Flemish bond with random glazed headers both 
above antl below "the double moulded water table cap. Rubbed brick appears 
at the corners and around all the windows; gauged brickwork is found in 
the belt course, splayed flat arches over all the windows (said to be among 
the deepest in Virginia), and in the pedimented entrance surround, On the 
river front, the house is seven bays long, while each side elevation is 
five bays with a center door, The hipped roof and the modillion cornice 
have both been restored, Unfortunately the house burned in the early part 
of the nineteenth century, and little, if any, of the original woodwork 
survives, However the entire house was carefully restored in the 1930's, 
and properly designed eighteenth century-style woodwork was installed. 

On the eastern side of the mansion is a story-and-a-half dependency, circa 
1690, which was probably the earlier main house of the plantation, Balancint 
this dependency on the west is the much restored kitchen, A smoke house and 
dairy have been rebuilt on their old foundations and are symmetrically placec 
in the building complex. The scale and formality of this complex is 
accentuated on its river side by a series of terraces which lead to the 
Pamunkey River. While, on the land side, the mansion is approached on 
axis by a long avenue about a mile· in length, 
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE (Include Personages, Dates, Events, Etc.) 

The land on which the mansion house was subsequently built was originally 
owned by Colonel William Dandridge, and is said to have been named for 
the village and parish of Elsing in Norfolk, England, the home of Colonel 
Dandridge. For many years the land was the home of William Burnett Brown 
who probably built the structure, circa 1690, which now serves as the 

' east dependency of the main house. According to an inscribed plaque, 
the main house was built in 1758 by Carter Braxton, one of the signers 
of the Declaration of Independence, who was not pleased with the house 
after he occupied it, and later sold it. 

Architecturally, Elsing Green is a distinguished and unusual example 
of a Virginia mansion of the mid-eighteenth century; its U-shaped plan 
is unique for a home of its size, and the brickwork is of the highest 
colonial Virginia standards. In addition to being ~n important example 
of colonial architecture, Elsing Green has the further distinction of 
being associated with a signer of the Declaration of Independency. 

The excellent restoration of Elsing Green has greatly contributed to 
the preservation of its architectural integrity. 
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u.s.G.s. 1t1 quadrangle (Scale: 1,24000) 
Tunstall, Va. (1949); King Willia.m,Va. 

Elsing Green 
Latitude 

NW 37° 37 1 45" 
NE 370 37 1 45" 
SE 37° 35 1 03 11 

SW 37° 35 1 03 11 
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77° 03 1 49n· 
77° 00' 49" 
77° oo• 49" 
77° 03 1 49"' 
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