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Mangohic Church is located at tlrn end of state, Route, 638 south of 
Route 30. The rectangular building measures 61' X 28' and is covered by 
a steep gable roof. Along each side of the building is an early and 
probably original modillion cornice. The church's walls are laid in 
Flemish bond with. glazed headers above the water tableo The glazing is 
more regular in the body of the building than in the, gables O English 
bond is employed below the water table, and queen closers mark the jambs 
of the doorways and the end windows on the south wall and the corners, 
Rubbed brick is used at the four.corners, in the arches of all the windows, 
at the jambs of all openings, on the remaining parts of the arch over the 
south door; and along the rake on both sides of eac_h gable. The four 
windows in the north and the three in the south have gauged brick jack 
arches, and the two s·,,,all windows in the west wall abovo the gallery have 
segmental arches. All the arches alternate full bricks with pairs of 
halves. The third window from the west on the north side is smaller than 
the other windows and suggests the possible existence of a great pew at one 
time between the pulpit and chancel. 

The ·church contains several inscribed bricks located around the 
west and sou_th.doorso Over the south door is incised "1731" with either 
''WV" or.''WY" between the "17" and the "31", while one brick near the west 
door appears to be "T A Brom'! Another below that reads "T E Moony". 

The interior has a raised chancel with a single pulpit and two 
doors, originally windows, leading to the church officeso These offices 
are located in a modern brick addition attached to the rear wall. A 
gallery in the west end contains what possibly are colonial floorboards. 
The walls are finished with late nineteenth century tongue-and-groove 
boardso The ceiling, which may have originally been a segmental arch, 
now has three planes and is sheathed with battened panelso 
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Mangohick stands as a classic example of the rectilinear type of 
colonial Virginia church. Because it was built to serve as a chapel of 
ease, its architecture is much plainer than the larger more elaborate 
parish churches of the era. The building is distinguished by its fine 
Flemish bond brickwork with the glazed header pattern. 

Mangohick Church was begun about 1730, probably as a chapel of ease, 
which was built for the convenience of those who lived in remo'te parts of 
the parish, for St. Margaret's Parish in King William County. The church 
takes it name from its location at the head of Mangohick Creek, a tribu
tary of the Pamunkey River. William Byrd, II, of Westover passed by the 
church in 1732 on his return journey and referred to it in his journal of 
11Progress to the Mines" as the New Brick Church. Light is shed on 
Anglican church practices in colonial Virginia by the fact that in 1738 
Mangohick's congregation had reason to complain that John Brunskill, the 
paid clerk, whose duty, in addition to recording the affairs of the parish 
was to read the.services in the absence of the minister, n ••• hath 
Neglected to perform Divine Service at a Chapel of Ease built several 
years agoe for the Convenience of a great number of Families living remote 
from the Church of said parish and refusing to preach or Read prayers 
there as by Law he is obliged." 

Mangohick became the Upper Church of St,. David I s when that parish was 
formed in 1744, and served in that capacity until the Revolution. 
Apparently abandoned by the Episcopalians soon.after the Disestablishment, 
it then became a free church for use by any denomination. Later the 
Union Baptist Church was organized here with both white and Negro members. 
The Negro congregation alone, however, has occupied the church since the 
latter part of the nineteenth century, but did not receive legal 
possession until the 1920's. 
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