
United States Depahtrnent of the interior 
National Park Service 

National Register of Histcric P!aczs 
Registration Form 
This farm ra for US# in non~nat~ng or rmuestnq determ~natms of ellg~bll~tv for : n d ~ d u a l  aromnles or dalricls Sea nstructbns in Guidel~nes 
for Cornpb.rtng #e!tonal Rey~ster Forms (Nar~onar Reqtster Bulletin 16). Complete aacn Item ay m a r m g  "x" in the auproDrlare box  or by entering 
the rmuested ~nlorrnar~on. tf an Itern e s  nct aualv lo rne propew k ~ n g  oocumenrw. enter "Nlb" lor 'not acplicable." For I u ~ c ~ Q ~ s ,  sves, materials, 
and arsas ol srgnrflcanc~, enter only the calagonas and subcaregonus lrsled In lhe instrucrrons, For add~t~anal space use continual~oo sheets 
(form 1 0 9 W a l .  Type alt entr~ss. 
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object 0 O objects 
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4. StatelFederal Aqeney Certification 
- - - - - .- 
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5. National Park Service Certification 
I, hereby, certrfy that: this propsny IS: 

n e n t e r e d  in the National Reglstsr. 
see mnlmuatron sheet. 

e d e t e r m l n e d  eligible for the Natianal 
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removed from the National Register. 
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6. Function or Use 
Historic Functions (enter categories from instructions) 

Domestic' siD':r]g dwelling 
Domestic· secondary structures 
\gr~ ~,,J r1·r1l /S11bsi stence: agricultur:.:l 

0 

7. Oescriction 
Architectural Classification 
(enter categories from instructions) 

Other· b1))-parlor plan 

Describe present and historic physical appearance. 

Current Functions (enter categories from instructions) 

Domestic: single dwellin~ 
Oame~tic: secondarv structures 
Agrict1ltural/Subsistence: agricultural 

011tbuildings 

Matenais (enter categories from instructions) 

foundation stone: limestone 
walls wand· ·-·eatherboard 

roof ....ill-"J...iLJ...,_.l...L.u... ____________ _ 

other------------------

The Joseph McDonald Farm is an early and well preserved 
agricultural complex. The main house is a two-story, log, hall­
parlor house of unusually substantial dimensions. It was made 
into a center-passage house by the addition of a frame ell on the 
south elevation of the original house and a new entrance oriented 
the house to the east. The original house seems to have faced 
north towards Tom's Creek. The three-bay, V-notched, log house 
retains many of its original features in spite of several 
additions and alterations. 

The house appears to have been sided with plain 
weatherboards at the time the first ell was built ( circa 1850) 
and has the same molded exterior door and Greek Revival flattened 
ovolo exterior window trim throughout. There are beaded corner 
boards on the main house and ell. The north front has a 
symmetrical three-bay fenestration pattern and a mid-nineteenth­
century two-panel door flanked by six-over-nine double-hung sash 
windows with early louvered blinds. Both stone chimneys on the 
original house survive. The two-story east chimney has a single 
pair of shoulders, but the west chimney is double-shouldered. 
Both chimneys are narrow and shallow. 

The large ( 20' 6 11 by 31'6 11
) original house contained two 

rooms on each floor; the larger of the two rooms being at the 
west end of the house. The interior is plastered, which may have 
been done originally, but most likely was a result of the work 
done when the first ell was added (circa 1850). The early mantel 
in the large room is of the shelf and architrave form. Much of 
the interior woodwork, including the mantel, is grained to look 
like fine wood. The original stair rose between the two rooms. 
The stair opened into the larger room and rose through the 
smaller room. It was removed, probably in the mid-nineteenth 
century when the ell with a new staircase was added. On some of 
the interior doors there remains early hardware consisting of a 
wrought iron latch mechanism which, according to the owner, was 
made by the blacksmith of the farm. A basement is reached 
through a door on the building's west end beside the chimney. 
The stairs to the door have been enclosed by a frame gabled 

C8J See continuation sheet 



s. s·tatement of Significance 
;::ertitying official has considered the significance of this property in relation to other properties: 

D nationally D statewide ~ locally 

App!icable National Register Criteria CA [J B i;g] C D D 

Criteria Considerations (Exceptions) DA [JB De Do [JE OF CG 

Areas of Significance (enter categories from instructions) 
Architecture 

Sig!'lificant Person 
_JJ_j_A __ _ 

Period of Significance 
ca.1800-ca.1908 

Cultural Affiliation 
N A 

Architect'Builder 
Unknown 

Significant Oates 

~'-----

State signii:oar.ce of property, and justify criteria, criteria considerations, and areas and periods of significance noted above. 

The Joseph McDonald Farm (listed under the same name, 60-235 
in the 1986 reconnaissance-level survey and as Green Hill in a 
1973 survey) is an important early nineteenth-century, two-story, 
log, hall-parlor house that was altered in the mid-nineteenth 
century by the addition of an ell to create a center-passage 
house. The house is situated on Tom's Creek in a hilly area west 
of Blacksburg in the western part of Montgomery County. The 
house is eligible under criterion C as an early example of the 
hall-parlor form. It is one of few known dwellings surviving 
from the first quarter of the nineteenth century. From a total 
of fifty-three examples of this form recorded in the county in 
1986 (of which forty were log), only three, all of log, clearly 
date to the first quarter of the nineteenth century. Fifteen 
were recorded from before the Civil War, of which all but five 
are of log. It appears that the McDonald House is earlier than 
the Adam Wall House (also being nominated) to which it is similar 
in scale. The alterations of the McDonald House in the mid­
nineteenth century are instructive of the way in which a family 
altered their h, .. ,.,, to meet changing needs and expectations. The 
survival of the- 1 og kitchen, springhouse, corncrib, cabin, and 
other later outbuildings make the property ext 1 ,•mely valuable in 
illustrating the changing uses of the domestj t: and agri,111 tural 
space associated with the house during the per, od of 
significance. It is the county's finest collection of early 
outbuildings. 

Bryan McDonald brought his family from Great Britain to 
Delaware in 1686; his son, also named Bryan, moved to Botetourt 
County, Virginia II about 1745 11 

( Kegley p. 239). Joseph McDonald, 
born in New Castle, Delaware on April 4, 1722 (Floyd McDonald p. 
2), sold 142 acres of land in Botetourt County to William Preston 
on February 8, 1763 (Deed Book# 11, p. 215); however, he and his 
family stayed in Botetourt County for several years after that; 

~ See continuation sheet 
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:::J preliminary determination of individual listing (36 CFR 67) 

has been requested 
D previously listed in the National Register 
D previously determined eligible by the National Register 
D designated a National Historic Landmark 
D recorded by Historic American Buildings 

Survey#------------------
0 recorded by Historic American Engineering 

D See continuation sheet 

Primary location of additional data: 
C8j State historic preservation otfice 
D Other State agency 
D Federal agency 
D Local government 
D University 
Oother 
Specify repository: 

Record #, _________________ _ Virojnia Division of Historic Landmarks 
221 Governor Street 

1 O. Geographical Data 
Acreage of P(Operty less than four acre 

UTM References 
A LlLZJ 1s 1 4, 61 6, 6, 01 

Zone Easting 

C Lu .__I ..cl _,__, ...._ ............ 

·i Boundary Description 

~ I Ji ] I g[ 91 21 al 
Northing 

I I I I I I I I 

Richmond. Virgjnia ?)219 

B LLJ '=' ..cl ..,..._, -'--'---'--' 
Zone Easting 

D LLJ I I I I 

D See continuation sheet 

I I I I 
Northing 

I I I I ' ' 

.,inning at point A 140 feet west and 35 feet north of the northwest corner of the house, 
proceeding east 205 feet to point B, thence south 100 feet to point C, thence east 125 feet 
along- a line corresponding to ·the corner of tne fe11ce to point D, thence south 100 feet alon·. 
in imaginary line to point E, thence west 130 feet along a line corresponding to the -south 
wall of the frame- barn to point F, thence north 100 feet along the east side of the drive to 
point G, thence we,;t 105 feet to point H, thence Osee continuation sheet west 75 feet to point 

~hence north 83 ~~et to the pojpt of origin . ...._ 
Boundary Justification 

The boundaries were chosen to include the domestic and agricultural-related space near 
the house. 

D See contir. · ,.,., sheet 

11. Form Prepared By 
name/title Kenneth W. Martin Histo,0r~1'"· a=--------
organization Gibson Worsham, Archite.,c~t._ __________ ,.iate July 1988 
street & number Yellow Sulphur Springs. Route 2 telephone (703) 552 4730 
city or town Christiansburg state Virginia zip code 24073 
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bulkhead. The foundation is coursed limestone rubble and has two 
vents on the north facade. 

At some point during the mid-nineteenth century, a major 
two-story frame ell was added to the house. This created a 
secondary facade facing east. The addition included a passage 
with an open-stringer stair and provided access to both of the 
rooms in the original house and to a new parlor to the south. 
The room is served by a brick shouldered chimney on the south end 
of the ell. The second-floor windows in the ell have six-over­
six sash double-hung windows with original louvered blinds. 

The east wall of the house has an asymmetrical facade with 
two windows to the south of the door and one window and a chimney 
to the north. The central entry into the ell passage is 
sheltered by a small porch with unusual sawn decorative brackets. 
This porch is seen in a historic (circa 1890) photograph of the 
house. 

A third building campaign added a two-story wing onto the 
west side of the ell. Dating from 1908, the wing houses a 
kitchen on the first floor, the first to be located within the 
house. Prior to this date, a two story V-notched log kitchen to 
the west of the house was used. Still surviving, the early 
nineteenth-century kitchen has exposed logs on the exterior, 
whitewashed log interior, plain exposed joists, and a projecting 
log plate. It has a rubble foundation and stone chimney with 
brick shoulders and flue. Paired windows in each gable light the 
garret. The east and west doors are equipped with batten doors. 

Other early to mid-nineteenth-century outbuildings include a 
V-notched log springhouse to the southwest of the house with a 
batten door and projecting log plate. Inside there is a concrete 
trough which is fed by a pipe from a spring box on the hill to 
the south. A one-story V-notched log house lies to the west of 
the kitchen. At one time it is said to have housed a relative. 
It has stone piers, a beaded batten door, molded window trim on 
the exterior, and six-over-six double-hung sash windows. The 
building, which may have originally housed slaves, also has a 
stone chimney with a collapsed brick top. Directly to the 
northeast of the small log house is a frame structure with board­
and-batten siding and a wood shingle roof. Linked to the log 
house by a porch, it appears that another frame section with 
weatherboard siding and a standing seam metal roof was added 
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Three contributing agricultural outbuildings stand in a 
group to the immediate southeast of the domestic complex. The 
oldest of these is a double-pen log corncrib with a central 
drive-through flanked by narrow corncribs. An adjacent frame 
structure housed a hammer feed mill. Nearby stands an early 
twentieth-century frame barn with vertical board siding and a 
standing seam metal roof, and a modern noncontributing silo. 
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Joseph's son, William, being born in Botetourt County in 1766. 
Joseph purchased 455 acres on Tom's Creek from Jacob and Sarah 
Harman in 1768 (Deed Book# 14, p. 261), and Joseph's next child, 
Elizabeth, was born that year in Montgomery County. Joseph 
started a very successful farm and operated linseed oil, powder, 
and grist mills, a tannery, and a blacksmith shop (Floyd McDonald 
p. 2). Most of Joseph's children moved west to Kentucky and 
Tennessee except for Bryan and Jonas. Bryan, the eldest, 
received 142 acres from his father in 1796 and another seventy­
eight and one-half acres in 1800. Jonas McDonald ( born 1771) 
also received seventy-eight and one-half acres in 1800. This 
157-acre tract along with thirteen acres given to John McDonald, 
was part of a 170-acre tract bought by Joseph from Jacob Harman 
( Kegley pp. 187-188). Bryan died in 1802, and his wife and 
children moved to Logan County, Virginia (McDonald p. 3). By 
1802 his older brothers and sisters, including John, had moved 
west. This left Jonas as the only descendent in the .area. 

While it is possible that the house was built by Joseph 
McDonald in the latter years of the eighteenth century, it is 
equally likely that it was built by Jonas McDonald after he was 
given the land in 1800. It is still possible that Joseph lived 
in the house until he died in 1809, nine years after he divided 
his land among his children and seven years after the only other 
remaining child, Bryan, died. Tax records show Joseph's last two 
hundred acres going to Jonas in 1813. Jonas is said to have been 
a well respected man, having a knowledge of science and medicine 
( McDonald p. 5). He was also an important member of the 
Methodist congregation in the area. Jonas assisted in the 
building of the first Methodist church in Blacksburg, and is said 
to have had many camp meetings at the house and farm, frequently 
having the preacher stay at the house. According to family 
legend, a Reverend Green Hill from North Carolina gave a 
particularly stirring service on the property and the family then 
named the house and farm "Green Hill" in his honor (Turner p. 6). 
Jonas McDonald married Elizabeth Foster, the daughter of Charles 
Foster, a captain in the Revolutionary War and a state 
legislator. Jonas died February 6, 1856 and his wife died two 
years later, leaving six sons and four daughters (McDonald pp. 4-
5) • 

Jonas McDonald's son, Fechtig McDonald, born on September 
26, 1819, was the next owner of the McDonald Farm. It is possible 
that Jonas was responsible for the addition of the ell that 



United States Department of the Interior 
National Park Service 

National Register of Historic Places 
Continuation Sheet 

Section number -"--- Page--'--

Prehistoric and Historic 
Resources of Montgomery County 
McDonald, Joseph Farm 
60-235 

created the center-passage house. But it seems more likely to 
have been built by Floyd shortly after he inherited the property. 
Floyd died on February 9, 1893 and the property was then 
transferred to Charles Black McDonald, born on October 11, 1860. 
It was Charles who was responsible for the third addition off of 
the ell in 1908. The property then passed to James Richard 
McDonald and then to his son James Lewyn McDonald. 
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