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(7. DESCRIP,ION 

CONDITION 

INTEGRITY 

EJir:cellent 0 Good 0 Fair IBj 

(Check One) 

Altered 0 Unaltered ~ 

(Check One) 

Deteriorated O Ruins 

I 
DESCRIBE THE PRESENT ANO ORIGINAL (If known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

. 

D UnexpoHd 0 
(Check One) 

Original Site ~ 

The main house at Swannanoa is a beautifully situated structure of white 
Georgia marble in the sixteenth century Italian Renaissance style, 
reminiscent of the Villa Medici in Rome. The facade of the house is 
composed of a three-story, five bay center section flanked by two. 
protruding four-story towers. At each corner of the facade is a two-story 
pavilion, making the whole facade nine bays wide. Filling in the space 
between the towers is a one-story vaulted arcade which connects at either 
end with an open gallery continuing ar0t"· , ,.,ach corner of the facade. As 
a result of the combination of arcade an 1lleries, the rooms on the fron 

•of the first floor are shaded. The arch tural decoration on the whole 
of the exterior i extremely rich. i,avin;. variety of types of window 
enframements and : rface treatment. 

The interior of Swannanoa is finely appointed with costly materials. The 
outstanding feature is a huge Tiffany stained glass window on the landing 
of the double staircase at one end of the very large central hall. The 
principal rooms include the Florentine style oak paneled dining room, the 
gold damasked Louis X:J music room, a Persian ·style office, and an Italian 
style library. The second floor contains six principal bedrooms, with 
various dressing rooms and bathrooms. 

The terraced Italian style garden at the rear of the house is especially 
noteworthy. A long pergola across the end of the last terrace separates 
the formal garden from an informal park, in which is situated a very tall 
campanile-like water tower. 
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1$, SIGNIFICANCE 

PERIOO (Check One or More aa Appropriate) 

Pre-Columbian O 16th Century D 
15th C•ntury D 17th Century 0 

SPECIFIC DATEIS) (lfAppllcable and Known) 1,u 
AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE (Checlc One or More •• App.raprlate) 

Abor i9inal Education l'9 
Prehhtoric D Engineering D 
Historic D lndushy D 

Agriculture D lnv•nt;on D 

'"' ll!I Lond1cape 

Commerce D Arc hi lecture ra 
Communications D Li teroture D 
Conse rvotion D Military D 

Music D 

. 

18th Century 0 
19th Century 0 

Pollth:::ol D 
Religion/Phi-

lo1ophy 1K] 
Science D 
Sculpture D 
Social/Human-

itorlon D 
Theater D 
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE (Inc:lud• PereonaQee, Datee, E-nte, Etc.) 

·. .· 

21:)th Century Qg 

U~ban Planning 0 
Other (Specify) 0 

Swannanoa was designed by the Richmond architectural firm of Baskervill 
and Noland as a summer home for the Richmond railroad magnate, Major James 
Dooley. The house and its gardens, located on the crest of the Blue 
Ridge Mountains overlooking the Shenandoah and Rockfish Valleys, took 
several years to construct, and were completed by 1913. After the propert 
passed from the Dooley family in the 1920's, it was made into an exclusive 
club, and it was during this period that President Calvin Coolidge spent 
a Thanksgiving holiday there. Swannanoa is now owned by the University 
of Science and Philosophy, and is maintained as a cultural center and 
museum of the works of the sculptor, Walter Russell. 

In addition to being an important piece of eclectic architecture, the 
house, in its beautiful setting, is an excellent example of a great summer 
villa of the Edwardian era. Though generous in conception, Swannanoa is 
a refined and dignified work, and it remains one of the most complete and 
thoughtfully handled "Gilded Age" estates in Virginia. 
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Pamplet; Swannanoa, published by University of Science and Philosophy. 
O'Neal, William B.' Architecture in Virginia. Richmond: Virginia Museum, 

1968. 
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As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na-
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89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion National Register. 
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forth by the National Park Service. The recommended 
Chief, Office of ArcheoloQy and Historic Preservation 

level of significance of this nomination is: 
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