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Fo"" 10.300 UNIT ED STAT ES OEPAIHMENT O F THE INTE!f!OR S T •T~ : 

(J.,1., \969) NATIONAL PARK SERVICE VirRinia 
COUNTV, 

HATIOMAL REGIST ER OF HISTOR IC PLACES Northampton 
INV ENTORY - HOMINATIOH FORM FOR HPS USE OHL Y 

EHTII Y NUM Bll:A OAT IL 

(Type all entries - complete applicBble sections ) 

\L NAME 
.. -;:-·· ~- . . ·.· . 

C OM.,.O N • 

Sonmers House 
/.M O I OA. .,.,3T <J Rt C1 

Sorraners House 
12. LOCATION 

.STRE:ET ANC' NU~ .. Elt, . 6 mi. SE o f Rt . 183 • • 2 mi. SW o f intersection of Rt . 183 
and Rt . 691. 
C tT V OR TO"°N ' 

Jamesville vicinity 
ST,-T£ [ CODE l <:O UNTV• I COD E 

Vir~inia I 45 I Nor t hamo ton 1131 
Jl. C LASSIFICAl!ON : 

.•. -
C AHGORY 

OVINfFISHIP HATUS 
ACCESSIBLE 

(Clt eclt 011•) TO THE PUBLIC 

0 Dhtrl c , ~ 8 111Jd ;nt D PublJc P oJbl i c Acq~l 1i11on1 0 Occupl • d Yo1: 

0 Sit• 0 Stt11c•11r• ra P rlv.:it. 0 In Pror•n ~ Ur,o cc;vp Jo d 0 Rulrh:teo 

0 Ob1•c1 D !etl, ::J 8eln1 C1>"1idtred 0 P,eu,vollon worli D Unft1 trlct1~ 

In proa•••• !E t,lo 

PRE S(.N T US E (Ch•ci o,.. o, /lforo •• ;tpp,oprl•t•) 

(!9 Ag, 1cult11ral 0 Gov.,,..unt i:J ParJ. D r,o~, ,. ... ,ollon 0 Co ... m•nta 

0 Com111erdol D Jnd 11 1trlol D Pri • • ' • lt•1 ld1n ~• 0 Other ,.s,,e,,,,J 
0 fdu<ci1ionol D Military 0 R• h9loy1 -
0 Enr•rtai rn""1rt1t 0 Mu••..,..,, 0 Sc l 1 nllll c 

~4 •. OWNER OF PROPERTY 
O WN E '" ' S N "ME• 

Oscar x. Smith < 
,Tl\ l!: .: T A.N O NU ... e(R : t-'• 

~ 
t-'• 

C lfY OR T OWN; 

I su~c~r gin i a 
COOE :s 

t-'• 

Jamesv ille 45 II> 

rs. LO.CATIONO,F LECAL DESCRIPTION 
l,COV" rr•OV SE . A<<;IS T " Y 0" ot: E o•.-E T C , z 

0 ~rthampt~n County Court House "1 
rt RE E T A. NO NtJMBEA : 
:J' 

I Q) 
:I 

Cl 'TY OA T OWN : I•.,.. T IE COO E !O 
' rt 

r Virit i n ia. 
lg 

Eastvill.e 45 
~ REPRESEN t ATlON IN EXISTl,..G SURVEY$ 

. . 
- - -1t l T L £ OF SUAV£V~ 

Historic Amer ica n Buildings Survey 
~ T E OP' SURVE Y : 1940 G!l F ede ,o I 0 Stoto 0 C our,ty 0 Loc<r l 

':>EPOSITORY PC>R SURV'I. Y A[COROS: 

Library of Congr e u 
s t Rt'.~T .. NO N UM l!I E~: 

rT : H; 
c oo~ I--CI TY OR t'OWN 1 

Washington U!:! 
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17. DESCRIPTION . .. · .. . . 

CONDITION 
D Excellent D Good O Fair 

(Check One) 

~ Altered D Unaltered 

·.. .. · .. > >···.·. ·.··. 
(Check One) 

&] Deteriorated 

I 
0 Ruins D UneapoHd 

(Checlc One) 

0 Moved ~ O..igir,al Site 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT ANO ORIGIN ... L (If known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

The Sommers House is a small, one-and-a-half story rectangular structure 
of brick laid in Flemish bond, and covered by a steep gable roof with 
dormers. Rubbed brick is employed at the corners of the house and around 
all the openings, with gauged work in the flat arches above most of the 
windows, The fine brickwork is set off by a rich use of glazed headers 
which form a diamond pattern in the apex of the north gable and are employee 
in a very rare fashion in the corners of the chimneys,. A superb modillion 
cornice survives at the base of the roof on both the front and rear. The 
entrances to the house were originally located in the center bay of both 
the east and west elevations, and the original west entrance appears to 
have been topped by a gauged-work semicircular arch. Both entrances were 
moved to"the southern most bays of each side in the nineteenth century 
when· the· original plan was changed to a side hall plan. The original plan 
is difficuLt to determinei but• apparently it was a hall-and-parlor scheme wi 
the one behind the other instead of the more usual side-by-side arrangement, 
Unfortunately, little original interior woodwork remains except for a 
paneled end wall in the northeast chamber and some doors in the upstairs 
rooms. Little indication of the form or original location of the staircase 
remains. An early, but not original, frame kitchen wing and connecting 
hyphen were removed from the south end of the house in the mid-twentieth 
century, 

Regrettably, the Sounners House is currently unoccupied and in dilapidated 
condition, although the structure of the house seems to be reasonably sound. 

',, 

,. ,. f.,; I 

,,;I I . 1 ... ,_f· , 

.. .. •· 

., ' 

,l ·r,, "' > •• :., •.• , ,I. 

, ---- . - - ,: 

--- ,.-

. . 

----~--------------·-------

,, 

h 

"' m 
m 

z 

"' i/ 
-I 
:;o 

c::: 

n 
-I 

0 

z: 

"' 



"' z 
0 

1-

u 
~ 

0: 

I-

"' z 

w 
w 

"' 

-

Ill-. SIGNIFICANCE 
PERIOD (c;flec:Jr One o,,Jtlor••• ApPrOPrlate) 

0 Pre-Col ... bian l O 16th Century 

0 15th Century O 17th Century 

SPECIFIC DATEfS) (II Appllc•bl• •nd K.fl'IOl'lffJ) 

AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE 

Aboriginol 

(O.cl: o ... or lfore •• Appnpdate) 

0 Education 

0 Prehlistwic 

0 Historic 

0 Agriculture 

D Architecture 

~ An 

D Commerce 

D Communications 

D Consen,otion 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

D Engineering 

D lndus1,y 

D Invention 

0 Landscop• 

Architecture 

D Literature 

0 Military 

D Music 

. 

Kl 18th Century 

D 19th Century 

D Political 

D Religion/Phi-

losophr 

D Science 

D Sculp~ 

D Socia I/Human-

itarian 

0 Theotttr 

0 Transportation 

" 

.· 

D 20th Century 

0 lJrl,on pf.,..ing 

0 Ott.r (SJtedfrJ 

. 

' 

The first definite record of the land op which tlje Sommers House ,_stands 
appears in 1691 when the northern part; of a ,large,r1 trac,t, of ,land ~as 

-· 

given over to Thomas Smith in order to settle an .old dispute over, ,the 
property between Smith's father on the one side, and Argall Yardley and 
Thomas Rydeing on the other, There is no indication that a house was 
standing on the property at the time, and it is known that Smith's own 
house was located on an adjacent tract. It seems likely that the present 
house may have been built sometime after 1727 when Thomas Smith gave the 
land to his grandson, Leaven Smith, The ownership of the property 
throughout the remainder of the eighteenth century and into the nineteenth 
century is unclear. However, in 1881 the owners, James W. and Mary A. 
Edmonds, sold the property to a William T. Sommers. Since Sommers' 
occupancy, the house has been known by his name. 

Despite the obscurity of its early history, as well as its unfortunate 
alterations and poor condition, the Sommers House survives as a very 
rare example of a significant architectural type once quite prevalent on 
Virginia's Eastern Shore, Unlike the mainland with its great plantations, 
the Eastern Shore was divided into many small but prosperous independent 
farms, and the owners of the farms took as much pride in their small houses 
as did the planters of the mainland with their mansions. As an example 
of this phenomenon, the Sommers House has the architectural quality and 
detail of a Virginia colonial mansion, but is actually built on an almost 
cottage scale. 
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/9, MAJOR 8!SLJOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES 
. . .· ....... ::...,,.,-._ •, ,' ··:- -C 

Whitelaw, Ralph T.' Virginia's Eastern Shore,· Vol. One, Gloucester, Mass. 
Peter Smith, 1968. 

LlO. GEOGRAPHICAL DATA . " -,--- -~ 
LATITUDE ANO LONGITUDE COORDINATES LATITUDE A.NO LONGITUDE COORDINATES 

DEFINING A. RECTANGLE LOCATING THE PROPERTY 0 DEFINING THE CENTER POINT OF A PROPERTY 
. ' 

R 
OF L.ESS THAN TF.N ACRES 

CORNER L.A...TITUOE LONGITUDE LATITUDE LONGITUDE' 

Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes~ ~ Seconds 

NW 37 0 29 . 54 . 75 0 57' 05· 0 . . 0 . . 
NE 37 0 29 54 . 75 0 56' 13. 
SE '37 0 29 H 

. ~f'.O(r" I '13 • _;· • 7 ·· :-··s&·' -.... -- • -- • ',i; 0 i;7 • O~• 
APPROXIMATE ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY: 205 acres 
ILIST It.LL STA.TES A.NO COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STA.TE OR COUNTY BOUNOA.FUES 

STATE: CODE COUNTY CODE 

ITATE1 C:ODE COUNTY; CODE 

STATE: C:OOE COUNTY: CODE 

STATE: CODE COUNTY: CODE 

-
f!l. FORM PREPAR~(l 6Y ···-· 

-·-. ··-·- --.-:-:·::.' -- --- --- .. < .• 
NAME ANO TITLE: 

Staff, Virginia Historic Landmarks Commission, James w. Moodv, Jr,' Directo 
ORGANIZATION !DATE 

V-intinia Historic Landmarks Conunission November 13, 19€ 
STRf,ET ANO NUMBER: 

Room 1116- Ninth Street State Office Build in" 
CIT'Y,: ,OR TOWN: STATE CODE 

Richmond Viro-;n;!:11 1 . I,_,; 

i\J!, STAT!;: 1..IAISON OFFICER CERTIFICAl ION . NATIONAL REGISTER VERIFICATION . -.·- ······ 

-
As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na-

tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 
I hereby certify that this property is included in the 

89-665), 1 hereby nominate this property for inclusion 
National Register. 

in the National Register and certify that it has been 

evaluated according to the criteria and procech.Jres set 

forth by the National Park Service. The recommended 
Chief, Offlce ol Archeology and Historic Preservation 

level of significance of this nomination is: 

National 0 State ~ Local D 

Date 

Name ATTEST: 

Dr, Edward P. Alexander, Chairman 
Tit1eVirginia Historic Landmarks Commis ;ion 

Keeper of The National Register 

Date Date 

----------- ---------
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U.S.G.S. 7t• quadrangle {Scale; 1 :24000) 
Franktown, Va. (1943) 

Sonuners House 
Latbtude 

NW 37 29 1 54" 
NE 37° 29 1 54" 
SE 37° 29 1 15" 
SW 37° 29 1 15" 

Longitude 
75° 57 1 05 11 

75° 56' 13" 
75° 56 1 13" 
75° 57 1 0511 ' 
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