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3TATE:
Virginia
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| Northampton
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ENTRAY NUMBER

DOATE

L1 NAME R Y

COMMON"

Sommers House

AND/OR HISTORIC)

Sommers House

[2._LOCATION
[sT=ecT anonumpEs 6 mi. SE of Rt. 1B3,

and Rt. 691.

.2 mi.

SW of intersection of Rt. f83

CITY OR TOWN:

Jamesville vicinity

STATE i

CODE
i %)

Virginia

COUNTY:

CCDE

131

|3 CLASSIFICATION

Northa@pton

CATEGORY

WNER P
[(Check One) SRRER W

ACCESSIBLE

.
STATUS 10 THE PUBLIC

[ Publie
A Private
[ Sarh

Public Acquisivien:
{1 in Process

{71 Distrier ] Building
] Site ] Structure
] Objaes

"] Being Considered

Yos:
[} Restrictad

0 Umastricted
Ne

] Oecupind
& Unoccupisd

[ Presezvaiion wark
fn proagrass

PRESENT USE (Check One or More as Appropriale)

m Agricv/tural
[} Commarcial
[] Educetional

[J Government
O Industiied

D Nil“dry

v Park
[C] Private Residence
[ Religlous

(] Trensportation
[0 Other (Spacity)

[ —

[} Commants

] Entertginmunt O Museum ] Selentific

t4. OWNER OF PROPERTY

INSTRUCTIONS

QWNER'S N AME"

Oscar H, Smith

cALVWLE

STREET AND NUMBER:

SEE

CITY OR TOWM:

Jamesville

STAYE:

Virginia

CCoOE

45

BTUTBITA

[87 LOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION

COURTHOUSE, REGISTAY OF DEEDSA, ETC:
Northampton County Court House

STREET ANO HUMBER:

CALMNMOD

CITY OR TOWHN:

Eastville

[:n-r: CODE

uwo3dweylIoy

Virginia

[6, REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS

Lu

TITLE OF SURVEY:

Histeric American Buildings Survey

iDATE or-sun\-’EY: 1840 [& Federal

[] Stota ] County 1 Local

TEPOQOYTOAY FROR SURVEY RECORADS:

HIEWNON AHLNI

E&Prary of Congress

STREET ANO HUMBEm®:

CITY OR TOWHN:;

Washington

3TATE:

_b.C.

cooe
|

3Alvo

ATHQ 35N SdN HD4




|7: DESCRIPTION

T (Check One)
[J Excelient O Geod [} Fair ] Deteriorated 7] Ruins [0 Unexposed
CONDITION
(Check One) (Check One)
B Alterad [ Unaltered ] Moved Original Site

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL ({f known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Sommers House is a small, one-and-a-half story rectangular structure

of brick laid in Flemish bond, and covered by a steep gable roof with
dormers. Rubbed brick is employed at the corners of the house and around
all the openings, with gauged work in the flat arches above most of the
windows. The fine brickwork is set off by a rich use of glazed headers
which form a diamond pattern in the apex of the north gable and are employed

in a very rare fashion in the corners of the chimneys.

A superb modillion

cornice survives at the base of the roef on both the front and rear.

The

entrances to the house were originally located in the center bay of both
the east and west elevations, and the original west entrance appears to
have been topped by a gauged-work semicircular arch. Both entrances were
moved to"the southertt most bays of each side in the nineteenth century
when' the original plan was changed to a side hall plan. The original plan
18 difficult to determine, but’ dpparently it was a hall-and-parlor scheme wi
the one behind the other instead of the more usual side-by-side arrangement.
Unfortunately, little original interior woodwork remains except for a
paneled end wall in the northeast chamber and some doors in the upstairs
rooms. Little indication of the form or original location of the staircase
remains. An early, but not original, frame kitchen wing and connecting
hyphen were removed from the south end of the house in the mid-twentieth
century.

Regrettably, the Sommers House is currently unoccupied and in dilapidated
condition, although the structure of the house seems to be reasonably sound.

338

SNOITLONY¥LISNI




INSTRUCTIONS

S EE

K SIGNIFSCANCE

PERIOD (Check One or More as Appropriate)
[} Pre-Colunbian} [T} 141k Century ] 18th Century [ 20th Century
3 15th Century {1 17th Century 3 19th Contury

SPECIFIC DATELS) (If Applicable and Krown)

AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE {Check One or More as Appropeiate)
[ Usben Plamning

Abor iginal [d Education [ Political
] Prehiatoric [ Engineering [7] Religion/Phi- [) Other (Specity)
{C1 Misreric O industry losophy

{0 Agricwlturs [ invention [l Science

1 Architecture [ Londscops O Sculpture

B At Architecture [3 Secial/Human-

[ Commarce O Literoture itarian

{4 Commwnications O Wilivory ] Thaater

O Conservation O Music [] Transpertation

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The first definite record of the land on which the Sommers House stands
appears in 1691 when the northern part of a larger tract, of land was
given over to Thomas Smith in order ta settle an .old dispute over the
property between Smith's father on the one side, and Argoll Yardley and
Thomas Rydeing on the other. There is no indication that a house was
standing on the property at the time, and it is known that Smith's own
house was located on an adjacent tract. It seems likely that the present
house may have been built sometime after 1727 when Thomas Smith gave the
land to his grandson, Leaven Smith. The ownership of the property
throughout the remainder of the eighteenth century and into the nineteenth
century is unclear. However, in 1881 the owners, James W. and Mary A,
Edmonds, sold the property to a William T. Sommers. Since Sommers'
occupancy, the house has been known by his name.

Despite the obscurity of its early history, as well as its unfortunate
alterations and poor condition, the Sommers House survives as a very

rare example of a significant architectural type once quite prevalent on
Virginia's Eastern Shore. Unlike the mainland with its great plantations,
the Eastern Shore was divided into many small but prosperocus independent
farms, and the owners of the farms took as much pride in their small houses
as did the planters of the mainland with their mansions. As an example

of this phenomenon, the Sommers House has the architectural quality and
detail of a Virginia colonial mansion, but is actually built on an almost
cottage scale.




9. MAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES .
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Gloucester, Mass. ]
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GEOGRAPHICAL DATA

i ad

LATITUDE AND LONGITUDE COORDINATES

LAT1TUDE AND LONGITUDE COORDINATES

DEFINING A RECTANGLE LOCATING THE PROFERTY 0 DEFINING THE CENTER POINT OF A PROPERTY
NING A : il g o R © OF ILESS THAN TEN ACRES
CORNER LATITUDE LONGITUDE LATITUDE LONGITUBE"
Degrees Minutes Seconds | Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds | Dagrees Minutes Seconds
nw |37 °29° 54 75 ° 57° 05" ° ' - o ' "
o
NE 37 29" 54" |75 ° 56" 13"
SE :_37 o 29" 15 " 75(:::1:(;:._561)_;-;13 " RS vl
sW 37 ° 29 15+ V75 o 57 05-
APPROXIMATE ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY: 205 acres
LIST ALL STATES AND COUMTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES
STATE: CODE | COUNTY CODE
STATE: CODE COUNTY: CODE
STATE: CODE | COUNTY: CODE
STATE: COCE | COUNTY: COoDE

“FORM PREPARED B

NAME AND TITLE:

Staff, Virginia Historic Landmarks Commission, James W. Moody, Jr., Director

ORGANIZATION

Virginia Historic Landmarks Commission

DATE

November 13, 196

STREET AND NUMBER:

Room 1116, Ninth Street State Office Building

CITY OR TOWN:

Richmond

STATE

Vlgglnla

CODE

.45

TSTATE LIAISON OFFICER CERTIFICATION .

T MATIONAL REGISTER ¥ERIFICATION: -

As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na-
tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law
89-665), 1 hereby nominate this property for inclusion
in the National Register and certify that it has been
evaluated according to the criteria and procedures set
forth by the National Park Service.
level of significance of this nomination is:
National [7] State [A Local [

The recommended

Name

Dr. Edward P. Alexander, Chairman

National Register.

1 hereby certify that this property is included in the

Date

Chief, Office of Archeology and Historic Pregervation

ATTEST:

TitiVirginia Historic Landmarks Commispion

Date

Date

Keeper of The National Regdister
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U.S5.G.S. 74" quadrangle {Scale: 1:24000)

Franktown, Va. (1943)

Sommers House
Lat%tude

NW 37 29t 54

NE 37° 29% 54

SE 37° 20! 15n

SN 37° 29t 15"

Longitude
75° 577 05¢
750 56t 130
75% 561 13"
75° 571 05"
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