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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (If known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Little Cherrystone consists of two major building units plus at least two
minor sections. The north wing contains the oldest portion, which is a
frame, one-story structure. This wing, obviously built in two sections,
has a broad, Flemish bond chimney with random glazed headers and an English
bond foundation on the east front. At a right angle to this wing and
connected by a narrow, two-story frame hyphen is a circa 1800, two-story
brick structure with gable roof and exterior end chimney. The brick is
laid in three-course American bond with queen closers. The nine-over-nine
sash windows have thin Federalist muntins, architrave framing and plaster
flat arches with double keystones. The fine cornice with its dentils,
mutules and guttae are matched by the arched entrance doorway on the

east front which uses pilasters, strapwork and pierced detailings. The
doorway is unfortunately in a deteriorated condition. A west porch, which
until recently also existed in a deteriorated condition, was removed and
replaced by a frame wing.

The interiors in the original wing are extremely simple and reflect a later
date. The corner fireplaces in the two original east rooms and the closed
stair have been blocked up. But it is in the two rooms of the circa 1800
brick section where the exterior woodwork style is continued. The interior
framing of the old entrance doorway, now a window, matches the exterior
arch design, but the pilasters have been removed; architrave moldings frame
all doors. The south room has a marbleized dado combined with imitation
ashlar. The chair rail has a frieze of alternating reeded and fluted panels
The cornice combines a cable design with a corbel motif repeated from the
exterior cornice. The mantel consists of twin turned colonnettes on either
side of the fireplace with a frieze of three sunbursts above, each of which
swells gently outward in a low convex curve. The marbleizing . is repeated
around the sunbursts and at either end of the frieze are small lancet arched
tabernacles.
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The old frame wing of Little Cherrystone was probably on the land when
Col. Robert Wooding of Halifax gave to Thomas Hill Wooding 'a parcel
of land containing 200 acres of Pittsylvania County on the draughts of
Great Cherrystone Creek ..." just after the latter was married in 1790.
Thomas Wooding, who probably built the brick addition, was commander
of his home militia in Pittsylvania in 1806 and served in the House of
Delegates between 1799 and 1821.

As a collection of traditional Virginia architectural styles, Little
Cherrystone is a valuable example, especially considering the pleasant
contrast of size and shape among the various units. Its finely carved
and painted woodwork, especially on the interior, is exceptional not
only for the South Piedmont area but as an example of provincial Virginia .
design.




Hurt, Frances Hallam and Madalene Vaden Fitzgerald, Eighteenth Century

Landmarks of Pittsylvania County, Virginia. Lynchburg, Va.: The Blue
Ridge Lithographic Corp., 1967, pp. 42-44.
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