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This form is .for use in nominating or requesting determinations of eligibility for individual properties or districts. See instructions in Guidelines 
for Completing National Register Forms (National Register BuHetin HJ), Complete each item by marking <'x" in the appropriate box or by entering 
the requested information. If an item does not apply to the property being documented, ente.t "NIA'' for "not applicable." For functions, styles, materials, 
and areas of significance, enter only the categories and subcategories listed in the instructions. For additional space use continuation sheets 
(Form 10-900a). Type all entries. 

1. Name of Pro.perty 
historic name SL T_,114-.e' ,s VJr:-)iscopa1 Church 
other names/site number N/ A 

bHL File No. 72-38 

2. · Location 
street& number VA 7 .not· for publication 

city, town Fl :1e Creek Mt11 vicinity 

state Vj.rginia code VA county Po whe.tan code 145 zip code 2:?,l :;q 

3. Classification 
Ownership of Property 

![]private 
D public-local 
D public-State 
D public-Federal 

Category of Property 

KJ building(s) 
0district 
Osite 
D structure 
Oobject 

Name of related multipl·! J'~,operty listing: 
L, J.'l. 

4. State/Federal Agency Certification 

Number of Resources within Property 

Contributing Noncontributing 
_;..__bu!ldings 

--=---sites 
-~~structures 
____ ......,_objects 

--=--Total 
Number of contributing resources previously 
listed in the National Register ---'"'0'----

As the designated authority ,under the Nati.anal Historic Preservation Act of1966, as amended, I hereby certify that this 
[iJ nomination 'request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards tor registering properties in the 
National Regi er of Historic Places and meets. the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60. 
In my 

1
opi. · ,. th roperty Y e oe meet the National Register criteria. D See continuation sheet. . 
' ,: ' \. . .7. ., ("\ '?Q Feb. _, .. ,,., 

Date 

State or Federal agency and bureau 

In my opinion, the property meets D does not meet the National Register criteria. D See continuation she.et. 

Signature of commenting or other official 

State or Federal agency and bureau 

5. National. Park Service Certification 
I, hereby, certify tha.t this property is: 

OeAtered in the National Register. 
0 See continuation sheet. 

D determined eligible for the National 
Register. 0 See continuation Sheet. 
determined not eligible for the 
National Register. 

D removed from the National Register. 

D other, (explain:)--------

Date 

Signature of the Keeper Date Of Action 



6. Function or Use 
Historic Functions (enter categories from instructions) 
H0l igion/Relip;ious .Structure 

7. Description 
Architectural Classiflcation 
(enter categories from instructions) 

Current Functions (enter categories from instructions) 
Relj_fi;ion/Relip;:iou,s Structure 

Materials (enter categories fram instructions) 

foundation -i'::"::-:F:~t_e:..·' ----------
walls-----------------

roof----=.;.....-.,;:.::;;;:._:_ _________ _ 

other-----------------

Describe present and historic physical appearance. 

Summe,ry De .ecriTI tj_o11: 

St. Luke's li}piscopel Church is located at the junction of Routes 615 and 711 

( Old River Roe.cl) in Po1:Yhatan. Coi.w~ty, l. 5 miles East of Creek Mill, 

Vire;inia. rrhe structure is e. small, one-story brick church exhibiting 

features of the Classtce.l Revival Style. 1I1he building has tlndereone 

minimum tere.tion; all of which he...s adhered faith fully to the style of 

the original structure. 1rhe nomination consi,sts of one contributing 

buildine;( the church) , 

Archi tecturt:il Descrintion: 

withj_n a wsJ-led churchyard. 

The facade of st. Luke's Church faces due North, frontine; on Route 711; Route 

615 lies to the. Ea.st. The orie;inal por of the buildine consists of a 

tf.20' by ?T,3.6' one-story rect~"lg;ular brick structure surmounted by a 

pedir:1ented cl cal e;e.ble roof 3.-11d front. The :~able framed by a cornice, 

and the roofine is covered with grey asphalt tile. 1rhere are two sets of 

twin ste.inecl- /3.,SS windows on the r,3sJ)ectiv.e e 2J1d. west eve.tions of the 

nc.we; e.11 divid.ed fror,1 each other; the top transepts of each are surmounted 

by a classic r,ediment(exterior only). The windows c.re :protected by blac!t 

louvered ,shutters. The rthwest windows exhibit a 1Join ted- arch motif and 

are definitely Gothic in inspiration. 1fhe white cross over tbe front door 

on the outsjde of the church was not part of the ori_;inel front, but was 

given in memory of • and }irs .. Bernard IL /ieyo Ii] See continuation sheet 



8. · Statement of Significance 
Certifying official has considered the significance of this property in relation to other properties: 

D nationally [xJ statewide D lo.cally 

Applicable National Register Criteria DA O B ITO C D O 

Criteria Considerations (Exceptions) DA DB DC DO OE D F D G 

Areas of Significance (enter categories from instructions) 
Arch:Ltectnre 

Signific;ant Person 

Period of Significance 
J_F\1<:::;...,.15! 

Cultural Affiliation H/ A 

Ar9hitl!)c.t1Buildw Ha,-rrison. '.hl.1..1.am Jienry -

Significant Oates 
l P,1,J .... /d, 

l no·· h l. 
0 l\j 

l CJl :; 

State significance of property, and justify criteria, criteria considerations, and areas and periods of significance noted above. 

St .c1·tAr11 f.';1i-" Q·T c;,-j G'J1·l' fi.t:nl}l"'P• 
~. - -... ~ ,..1 ~ ... ~~->-~ .. "'~::-,.s· )""'""' -.:.;..~.-4,Z. • 

st. IS Church .st :,3 ::'_!' exaniple of a rural antebellum 

Classical- style church; few such chn:rcher3 ilea.VP~ 31.;.r ved still have 

survived in such an ou tr:3ta..Y1ding state of p.re ervation. Al tera.t:Lon has been 

minimal, ha,s been exc 

structur:tl e.lterations h:-::,.ve en 

1st::..'\.l1Ce by a member of the cone;rec;.:{t:ion> 

membership whose hi,storic prominence in 

' 

e r) style. No 

t without out 

church has hou.sed a 

taJ1 County has far outwetghed 

its co arat:Lve numbers. i1any scendents of ~e o families remain 

active in parish affairs. In this context, St. Luke 1 s is undoubtedly an 

outste.nrllng exexaple of continuity and 13ervatj_on of tr;:-1.d:i.tion .. 

A1though the construction of St. Luke's iscopa.l Church occurred 

,sometime. bet1.11 een ,July l8L1J e.nd December 18l~Li-, the conereiation wa,s 

existence e.s ee.rly 1::ts Ivrarch 1842. 1 'rl1e construction of the building was 

appa.ren tly a labor of love on the part o :f diJ.l:Lam Henry Harrison, an 

immigrant from and, and of wt Debo:ca .• He.rrison, who served in the 

British e.rrcy at the Battle of Waterloo, left 
~ See continuation sheet 



9. Major Bibliographical References 

uglas Southall, Lec3's Lieutensnts. VQ..,1. 2 (New Yo , 1971). 

Parish Records, I 8 sco:peJ. Church~- ~2-1 

to St. Luke's Ghurch(lRL0); and 

s1.round . Luke I s Church, lt\81-19? 4-; C 

to properties in e.nd 

ery LaYout( 5Li.-58). 

Previous documentation on file (NPS): 
0 preliminary determination of individual listing (36 CFR 67) 

has been requested · 
D pr.eviously listed in the National Register 
D previously determined eligible by the National Register 
D designated a National Historic Landmark 
[] recorded .by Historic American Buildings 

Survey # -~==--~----'-------­
D recorded by Historic American Engineering 

D See continuation sheet 

Primary location of additional data: 
[11 State historic_ preservation office 
D Other State agency 
D Federal agency 
D Local government 
D University 
Oother 
Specify repository: 

Record . ---------------~-

10. Geographical Data 

Va. Jli11ision of Hiotor:ic Lanclr.1arks 
Richmond. Va. ~3219 

Acreage of property -=lc..!•c...~ ... -- ------------------------------

UTM Ref1:1rences 
A LJ.i§J I? IS 12 17 i2 p I e 11 !6 & 12 @ P I sLL.Jllil I I I. I 

Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing 

cLi..J I I I I DLLJ 1.11 I 

D See continuation sheet 

Verbal Boundary 

Beginning at the point of e intersection of Routes 5 '711; 

We approx. 500 feet "D • '?~ 1 .i.,OU t.e .L ; thence aloni the clrnrchJ 

approx... '-:-30 et South; thence :E!ast to Hou te 615( which fonns the eastern 
[] See continuation sheet 

Boundary 

The nomin~ted Droperty consists of 1.5 acres. ed wi J'l 

is the enclosed church;;,72.rd(and cemetery) wherein sits St. Luke's 

scopal Church. 
D See continuation sheet 
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Continuation $heet .. ftem n1..1_mber 7 Page 1 
by their da:u.ghter.9. The front door :Ls ,SEl·t in simil.ex classical 'style as the. 

vt;:Lfidows,: the double-doors being flank.ed by narrow, shuttered ste.ined-glass 

Windows and surmounted by a . top-transept :gediment, from v.rhich ha.ngs a. la.mn. 

Between the top transept and, the door, a. horizontally-trie.ng1lle.r staine.d­

gl.a1s,s window is set·, bearing the insc.rip.tion.: ''.St. Luke's, 1844-•.· " 

The r ·ecessed chancel at the southern( rear) elevation, whi.ch was add.ed to 

the original structure in .. 1890, conforms co mmendably to the s t yle of the. nave 

The tip of its pedimented gable ri,ses to ,some thr ee feet below the tip of the 

nave's eable and some s :Lx feet f rom its e dges: on. each side, There are three 

sets of s ine;Je ,staine.d- elass windows on each ,sj.de, s i miiar to the windows 

along the side elevations of the nave. At the extreme southern elevation is 

·· an. octo-ciroular Gothic stained-glass window depicting an.. open Bible or 

prayer book on a cushion. A brick chimney rises out o f the chanc el's extreme 

,southwest corner . 'l1he choir 2J'ld vestry· rooms,, added in 1915 , 2J.so ttdhere to 

the orig:Ln;a.1 s tyle , tho ugh t hey are f1at-roo fed and, at their respecti ve 

easte.rn ahd western sides , i nclude a s ingle door e.nd window. 

Inside, the Qentral aisle is flanked by wooden pews and leads t o t he 

eleva t ed a rea:, within the n .::tv e , which probably served B.S t h e old cha.heel and 

sanc tuary before the recessed chancel was added in. 1 .390. On the ea.stern side 

are two smeJ.l r ows o f wooden pews f a c ing Wes.t. Di rec tlyopposite t h e p ews is 

t he orea..11.. The pews thems elves are r)ainted white , exc ept for t he tips., which 

are veneered. The cej.l ine; i .s of dark, varnished timber and ext ends over t he 

length and breadt h of the nave, The floor is of varnished oeJ~ e.nd 2. wood -
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wainsco tine Y>Uns ne the .sid.e walls. Four ceiling liJhLs i:.1u,,1inate the 

interior. The entrance to the recessed chancel and sanctuary is framed by a 

classical temple fac with twin Doric column,s on either side, 

The overall impression is of amazing symntetry and archi tectunal h.armoni, 

an.cl simplicity. The prevailng influen.ce 5.s Cl aJ., though. certain Gothic 

elements, such a,s the motifs on the ,stained-glas,s windows me,y point to a 

limited degree of Ecclesiological j_nfluence, 
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Engla...l'ld in the 1820, s; in 1827 he appeared in Powhatan County, purchasing 

part of the Middlesex Tract from J.P.B. Harris of 11Millwood 11 •
2 He seems to 

have been in the building trade origin.ally and to have been reasonably adept 

in engineering and architecture; he. designed and built his own house, which 

is still standing e.nd occupied by his descende.ii.t,s. In July 1843, Harrison 

and his wife deeded 1.5 acres of lend for the site of a new church.3 Harrison 

took the leadine role all phases of the operation: supervisinB; the making 

of the bricks from clay, which was dug and beked on site, and directing all 

the actual labor. The church was finished and ded:Lcated i11 1844; the building 

W(!}.~ a simple rectangular form measuring 20 feet by 36 feet. 4 The Right 

Reverend John Johns, As,sistant Bishop, who consecrated St. 11..L~e I s on April 

10, 181+5, pre.ised the beauty of the structure, though he could not resist 

lamenting its small size.5 Johna' comments .notv.rithsta:n.ding, size was no 

hindrance to the congregation, which could not have nwnbered more than 80 

· d' · d al 6 
lU J.Vl U,.. s. 

In 1848, the ,silver cornmunt.on service still used by the congregation 

was presented by the Millvmod Sewing Circle, which became the present-day 

Women of the Church. 7 In May 1853, the church w9.s rilaced within Powhatan 

Parish; s first :reoto:r., Dr. Andrew Fisher(l8J.1-2-58), being assigned 

re,s;ponsibility for St. James' s and Southam Parishes as well .. 8 The second 

rector was Dr. Lewis Wa.lke(l858-86). Churrch members were dee1Jly involved 

in the tumultuous events of the Civil War. The Powhatan Cavalry Troop, · 

or.s;ani7,ed by Phillip st. Georee Cocke, was bivouacked at St, T_.uke' s 
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9 churchyard in 1861 before being called to Richm.ond by General Robert E. Lee. 

John F. Lay, who was registrar for St. Luke's vestry, was elected first 

lieutenant of troop, and took conrr11and as captain when Cocke was 
10 commisioned as brigadier genere.l. Among those who worshi_pped at St. Luke's> 

members of the I11Iichaux, Heth, Sublett; Harrison, Selden, Kennon, Hobson, a:nd 
ll Finney feJnilte,s served with the Confederate forces. - The most notable was' 

Lieutenant General Henry Heth, one of Lee's most respected subordinates, who 

particularly distingui,<zihed himself during the first dc1.y at Gettysburg. 12Lee' s 

brother, Charles Carter Lee,who owned property at Fine Creek,was so 11ery 
. 17.. active in the st. Luke's congregation. ~ 

Dr. Martin Johnson(l886,-l915) was the third rector. During his tenure the 

parish was reconstituted into the Diocese of Southern Virginia.(1892) •14 1Ehe 

building was enlarged into itB present form: in 1E390 a. rece,ssed chancel was 

bu:i.1t; e.nd tn 1915 a choir and a vestry room were added to the rie;ht le 

of the chancel. 

Members of St. Luke's ha.ve continued to talte an active role in comrnunity 

a.f'f airs, including thes1}onsorsh:L:p of a Boy Scout Troop(No. 869). 

Footnotes: 

1 Parish Hecord, St. Luke's Episcopal Church, 1842-1919. 

2 Inez Me.yo Williarns, 11History of St. Luke's Church. 11
, ( Unpub ed, 1988). 

3 Deed to st. Luke's Church(l8l1-3). 

4 No ecific date ,aside from the year, can be ascertained. 

5 Williams, Ibid. 

6 Figure derived from information in Parish Record. 
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7 It consists of a flagon, two chalices, and a paten; Williams, l.J2.ig,. 

8 Parish Record, St. Luke's Episcopal Church, 1811.2.-1919. 

9 Richard T. Couture, Powhe,ta,n: A Bicente1111:i.~jiist9.I,Y(Richmond, 1980), p. 248. 

10 ~.; 

Parish Record, st. Luke I s Episcopal Church, 1842,-1919 • 

11 Couture, • 21+8-249; 253-254; 257; 50L~-506.; 

Parish Record, St. Luke's Episcopal Church, 1842-1919., 

12 Douglas Southall F'reeman, Lee.' s Ll eutena,.nts, Vol, ~(New York, 1971.), 

pp. 698-699 .. ; 

Parish Record, St. Luke I s Episcopal Church, 1842-1919. 

13 Couture, pp. 248, 263-264.; 

Parish Record 1 st. Luke's Episcopal Church, 181+2-1919, 

lJ+ Wi11ie.rns, Ibid, 
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boundary of the nominated property); thence Northeast to point of 

origin. 
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SUPPLEMENTARY LISTING RECORD 

NRIS Reference Number: 89000193 

,:s;~~t:1,t.~·~le'a:,"m,~:s:cz~am:~,:e;ft~?Jch 
Property Naae 

Multiple Name 

Date Listed:3/29/89 

County 
VA 
State 

This property is listed in the National Register of Historic 
Places in accordance with the attached no•ination documentation 
subject to the following exceptions, exclusions, or amendments, 
notwithstanding the National Park Service certification included 
in the nomination documentation. , 

~M4~ 
/1signature of the Keeper Date v of I Action 

================================================================ 
Am.ended Items in Nomination: 

National Register Criteria Consideration A (for religious 
properties) was not checked on the form. Julie Vosmick with the 
VA SHPO says that this was a technical oversight. The form is 
now officially amended to include Criteria Consideration A. 

DISTRIBUTION: 
National Register property file 
Nominating Authority (without nomination attachment) 
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