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17, DESCRIPrtoN 

CONDITION 
Excellent ~ Good D Fair D 

INTEGRITY 
(Check One) 

Altered O Unaltered ~ 

(Check One) 

Deteriorated 0 Ruins D Unexposed 0 
(Check One) I Moved O Original Sit" ~ 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (If blown) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

Brandon Plantation presently consists of some 4500 acres of woodlands, 
pastures and gardens. The plantation house, located near the river, is 
fronted by an informal park on the land side with extensive formal gardens 
on the river side. !The house is a seven part brick structure with a two-
story center section covered by a pyramidal roof, at the apex of which is 
carved pineapple. Flanking the center section are one-story wings with a 
half-hipped roof over each wing. This main part of the house is linked to 
the two-story terminal wings by low one-story hyphens/. The terminal wings 
are set perpendicular to the main house and are covered by hipped roofs. 
Because/the terminal wings were originally free-standing one-and-a-half 
story dependencies, their lower halves are laid in Flemish bond with glazed 
headers above an English bond water table. The second floors are laid in 
uniform color Flemish bond as is the rest of the house. The original sash 
throughout the house was replaced in the early nineteenth century with thin 
muntin sash. The one-story Corinthian porticoes on each front of the center Vt 

section are replacements of earlier one-story pedimented porches. m 

Brandon's center hall was also altered in the early-nineteenth century, at 
which time the triple arch Ionic screen and present staircase were installed. 
The arrangement of the center hall as originally completed is uncertain, 
but it may have been divided into a stair hall with saloon as at Battersea. 
The drawing room and dining r oom which flank t he center hall are fully 

m 

z 

panelled and have pedimented chimney pieces. Much of the pan~ling in the 
drawing room has had to be restored because of Civil War damage. The interiorl° 
of the hyphens are simply treated and each contairna sta ircas e to the c: 
basement. The east terminal wing contains the original kitchen and what 
were originally simply treated service rooms. The wes·t termina l wing 
contains four panelled rooms of the same period and style as the center 
part of the house. I One of the most notable features of Brandon ' s inte r ior 
is the Chines e trellis stair in the central hall of the west wing. The ha!l 
is further enriched by full Doric entablatures around the ceiling and over 
the doors. A pro j ection on the west side of the west wing has been added 
to allow for modern bathrooms. -

~ . \ 
The only early surviving outbuilding at Brandon is the 11 "blockhouse, 11 located 
to the west of the main house. This small one-story structure is laid in 
fine Flemish bond with glazed headers and is covered by a fine jerkin-head 
roof. The door and shutters of the building are covered in iron. To the 
west of the blockhouse is the walled Harrison family cemetery. Two modern, 
architecturally unobtrusive, brick outbuildings flank the main house. A 
vista from the garden front of the house extends through the formal gardens 
to the river. 
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE (Include Persona~es, Dates, EV<ents, Etc.) 

' 

20th Century 0 

: . 
Urban Planning .· 

Ot~er (Specify) 

History 

The some 5000 acres which originally made up the Brandon property were 
patented by John Martin (1562-1632) in 1616. It is believed that the 
name Brandon was derived from the family name of Martin's wife. Martin 
had been one of the original adventurers to sail to America with Capt. 
Christopher Newport and had served the Jamestown Colony as a member of the 
first Council. Robert Bargrave, Martin's grandson,inherited Brandon on 
Martin's death, and in 1635 sold it to Richard Quiney. It is interesting 
to note that Richard Quiney's brother Thomas was married to William 
Shakespeare's daughter Judith. Quiney and his heirs farmed Brandon until 
1720 when it was sold to Nathaniel Harrison (1677-1727). Harrison never 
set up residence at Brandon, but his son and heir Nathaniel Harrison II 
(17031-1791) decided to make the plantation his home • 

Because of the lack of proper documentation /the structures at Brandon 
are difficult to date.\ Probably the earliest building is the brick 
"blockhouse" which may date from the Quiney ownership. The date and 
builder of the story-and-a-half symmetrically placed dependencies (which 
were later made two-story terminal wings of the maih house) is uncertain, 
but it has been assumed that they were built by Nathaniel Harrison II 
with the idea of adding a mansion between them in the traditional manner 
of Virginia plantation complexes. The building of the center portion of 
the mansion and the alterations to the wings were probably carried out by 
Nathaniel Harrison II sometime after 1757 since the design was obviously 
based on Plate 3 of Robert Morris' Select Architecture, published in that 
year. The fidelity of Brandon to this plate in Morris has been used to 
support the Harrison family tradition that Thomas Jefferson was responsible 
for Brandon's design since it is known that Jefferson owned a copy of Morris. 

Despite the ambiguities of Brandon's architectural history, the house is 
one of the most sophisticated of Virginia's eighteenth century structures. 
Next to Monticello it is probably the most purely Palladian Virginia house 
of its period, though the Palladian influence is through Morris. 

Brandon suffered damage during the Civil War when Federal troops fired on 
the house, desecrated the interior by ripping off panelling, and burned 
the barns and outbuildings. The house was extensive~y renovated circa 192E 
and stands today in an excellent state of preservation. Its setting is 
enhanced by its extensive gardens, considered to be among the most 
beautiful in the Commonwealth. 
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Attachment for A. 

BRANDON, PRINCE GEORGE COUNTY, VIRGINIA 

Boundaries of the Historic Site: 

Approximately 18. 56 acres of land, including Brandon Planta.tion 

House, in the shape of trapezoid, starting at the southeast corner 

on the south bank of the James River, at latitude 37°15'24 11 N., -

longitude 76°59' 18"W., and proceeding in a southwesterly direction 

about 1050 feet to the southwest con1er at lat. 37°15' 15"N. -

long. 76°59'43"W., then proceeding northwest about 770 feet to 

the northwest corner at lat. 37°15'29 11 N. - long. 76°59'51"W., 

then proceeding in a northeasterly direction about 900 feet to the 

northeast corner at lat. 37°15'36"N. - long. 76°59'30"\V., and then 

returning southeast along the south bank of the James River to the 

beginning, the sou the as t corner. Precise boundaries, as described 

above, are recorded in red on a copy of U. S. Department of the 

Interior Geological Survey Map: Brandon Quadrangle, Virginia 7.5 

Minute Series (Topographic), 1965, on file with the Branch of 

Historical Surveys, Division of History, Office of Archeology and 

Historic Preservation, National Park Service. 

Total acreage of Brandon Plantation in 1969 is approximately 4,400 

acres. 
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Mapped, edited, and published by the Geological Survey 
Control by USGS and USC&GS 

Topography by photogrammetric methods from aerial 
photographs taken 1953. Field checked 1965 
Supersedes USC&GS map dated 1952 

Selected hydrographic data compiled from USC&GS 
Chart 530 (1964). This information is not intended for 
navigational purposes 

Polyconic projection . 1927 North American datum 
10,000-foot grid based on Virginia coordinate system, 
south zone 
1000-meter Universal Transverse Mercator grid ticks, 
zone 18, shown in blue 

Fine red dashed lines indicate selected fence and field lines where 
generally visible on aerial photographs. This information is unchecked 
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