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O E S C R I  B E  T H E  P R E S E N T  A N D  O R I C I N k L  ( I /  ~ o v . ' ^ . )  PI; ' (L.C>> h ? ? E L E A N C E  ! 
Merchant's Hope Ckurc!~  is a sr:~sl: ;-cc tzr I> s: .'.>.;l buFlY i.ng approximetely 60 ' x 

+ .  . .  , .  . - . -  - 
1 

25 ' , and is construc zc i  or 21- - z , ; L -  - - - + .  - . - ~ o a i  r l ieh  g l r z e d  headers 1 
-7- above the water tzb1.a ~ n d  ;:,;lish bo:-.,S , - l r ? ~ ? .  ine ga51e r o o f  hcs splayed 

- - 
eaves with a nodillioced co rn i ca ,  EEL CL;~: ~c;Le e1-i~ f r o n t  e x h i h i e s  a rubbed 

" .  
b r i c k  arched encrancewzy arLd gal-e~y ~ ~ 7 i n d c ~ 7 ,  The  sosh i n  the s e m i - c i r c u l a r  
arch window is though: t-s e c o l o n I s i  u ,  ; ~ ; ^ ~ b r 3 : y  rep lace6  2.:: earlier one.  

Soine of the  interior \,?as destroye5 daring t he  Civi l  Var, and The aisLcs 
were changed a t  sone LLae f-rox a T to  an I, s2i~.?e. The  present Lnceri.or 
dates from iS70 whe: ;YLe cil~lrcin WAS r ezu i -~ed  t o  use b u c  a rchaeo ' log ica l  
evidence a c q u i r e d  d u r i n g  the res gora t ion work of 1957 disclosed the 
location of the principal features of tke  original interior. The church 
still retains  its original Portland stone f1oorlng tiles. 
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C o m r n u n i c o ~ ~ o n ~  L i te ra tu re  3 i r o r i a n  3 ! 

, .>. ,~iary -rncarcr  ' C o n s e r v a t ~ o n  n I I 
>! .sic i. Tranrpo:+c:ion E 

S T A T  EMEI.1 T 0 1- S I C  M I  FI C A h  C E :T,C~UG'I> P e r s o n ~ J c s ,  ~ . I ~ c , s ,  :P>~!S, E:c.) I 
The grecetest s i g a i l i c m c e  0 5  ?4erchentfs Hone Church l i e s  in its well 
preserved, Cine colonial bz ickwcrk ,  and i t s  g r e a t  age.  kco or ding i o  
Zames S c o t t  Fawlings , l e s d i a g  au L'cori ,y on  Virgin ia  ' s coLonia l  churches, 
I !  1 tne  chief  evFdence fn fsvor a 2  a sevezieenth cenkury o r i g i a  f o r  chis 
remarlcab le b u i l d i n g  is t l ~ e  u k - c e ~  s i x p i i c i t y  o f  its vest doox~~ay, a 
simp1ici:y cha t  is matched anczg surviving scruc Lures o n l y  a i  jarnestown 
(and even at Jaxestovm the arch i s  oznasectzd by imposts). PLerchanL ' s  
::ope is probably  our oldest c b ~ r a h ,  . .Because of i t s  exceLlent s-Late of 
preservaLion and rhe  d e t a i l s  of i t s  mzson-q, i;s exterior, which is so 
devoid of  u n n e c e s s a 7  zdorniler:~, reprzsents LAC supremely classical 

. . 
example of ecclesias t i c z l  arci-L; Lecture  in coioni ;  1 Virginia, " In support 
of t h i s ,  the d a t e  1557 aF?ec.rs on one of the roof timbers of the church. 
R i c h ~ r d  Bland and Edinuni Ruff in, the agricuituris t , worslzipped here 
r e g u l a r l y .  

\ 
1 As documented by RawLings, t he  church "crzs built :..a serve as  he parish 

church oL Jordan's P a r i s h ,  but becarne a chapel of ease of Westover 
P a r i s h  i n  1688 and the up;;er chape l  o f  Hartin's Brandon l a r i s h  in 1720, 
Jordan's T'arish was created by iQ55 out of the western p o r t i o n  of Westove 
P a r i s h  :As: lay south of "Le James X i v e r ,  A 1 1  o f  the parishes of Prince 
George County (except B r i s t o l  Pz r i sh )  were unitcd w i t h  ~ P l a r t i n ' s  arandon 
P a r i s h  i n  1 7 2 0 . "  
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I:istoric 1,andmarlts Conunj.ssion, James W. Moody, Jr . , Dj.recEor 
D A T E  

Landmarks Commission - ' ' '.. I . . '  -'.' . ' :  by 2; 1.969 

Room 1116 -L--. Ninth S t r e e t  S t a t e  Office Building 
C l T Y  OR TOWN. I-- . - lsrArE 

A s  t h e  designated S:nle 1,iaisotl Officer for the Na- 

tional Historic Preservation Act  of 1966 (Publlc 1,au~ 

89-665), I t~ereby  nominate t h i s  property for inc lus ion  

in thc Nat iona l  Regis te r  a n d  ccrtify that it has h e c n  

evaluated nccotdirrg t o  Ihe criterin and procedures sct 

for th by the N e t  rot~cll Park Service.  The rccointnencled 

l eve l  of s ign i f icance  OI this nominat ion is: 

National Statc f7 Local U 

D r  , Edward P . A?-exandgr ,"~kairmar 

' r i l l e  ULrg.ida H i s t o r i c  Landmarks Cormn. 

1 hcrebv cer!ify that t h j s  propcrty is included il l  the 

Nat iona  1 R e r i s t e r .  

t - -  
Chief ,  Office of Archeology and Fl~storic P~;cscrvatiorl 

i Date , --- J u n e  2,-1369 --- 



Mapped, edited, and published by the Geological Survey 

Cont ro l  by USGS dnti U S C h G S  

Topography by pholograrnrne:~,,? methntl?, I k o n  ac-rial 
pholograjjh?, taken 1963. F ~ e l d  cherl:crl ?965 
Supersedes U. S.  Cozst and C c a d e t ~ c  Sc rvey  T i t p  da!cd 1953 

Selec lcJ Ihydrozrnph-i d o l a  con:p~led from USCSGS Ct -a r t s  530  and 

531 (1964). Tl l is  rntormat lor i  s not  !i:iended tor r1,1~1gat1i3nal purposes 

P o l y c c l : ~ ~  p rc j~c t i cn ,  1927 North A l r ~ e t ~ c a n  datum 
10,GCO-Coo: grrd based on  ? / ~ r g ~ n ~ a  c o o ~ d ~ n a t e  s v s t ~ : n ,  sou th  zone 
1000-nicte:  Uri~vr?r~,al Traosvt.:!;e Merrc?tor g r ld  t ~ c k s ,  
zonc 18, st~o.~.+n 111 blue 

F ~ n e  red da-,hed l ~ n e s  \ l ~ d i c a t e  se lec ted fcncc ar,3 field lrnes whey? 
L general ly visible 3n ae:ral phrjtog~apl;s. Thts informal lor^ i s  unchecked 
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