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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

Linden Fann, near Farnham Church in Richmond County, is a small, story-and-a-half 
frame building.a>robably begun circa 1700, the house achieved it.s .present form by 
circa 1725. 

The house is clad with beaded weatherboards and the asymmetrical gable roof is 
covered with standing-seam sheet metal, beneath which can be glimpsed an earlier 
layer of square-butt shingles. Tall, asymmetrical pyramidal chimneys built of brick 
laid in Flemish bond with random glazed headers and rodded joints, and having low, 
stepped water tables and parged weatherings, stand at either end. Although not 
bonded to the underpinning, the construction of the cellar wall and hearths in the 
cellar ·Un.del': the nortn1 end.' suggest'$ that the 'clH.trineys . are / ' ttev'ertfieless, probably . 
origin.al, :a.t: least :to,, tlte hblise ,.1.n i?t:1s:. final 0 stage'~ Th'ere a:re fofrr irregularly Sp.aced 
openings and t:hre.e. gabled ·uo:rmers•:a·cro~s··· tn~ fa~a~·e. :! 'E~rlf. si~.-o_v1e:t-hine sash ft.Jm,t;:

1 
the ground-floor .windows'., iand·'. .:four-over-four( sa1s'l't1·'are · used· ' in the ·dormers. The present 
front· doorway .. consists ·ofi:.nitteteenth .. century double-leaf doors hung in an eighteenth-
century frame, with a five-light transom over it. •. 

Linden Fann was built in two stages. The original house consisted of the present 
southern portion, which contains a single large room, with a single lean-to room 
behind it. The removal of a weatherboard at eaves level revealed that the original 
door was positioned approximately in the center of the facade of the smaller house. 
It also revealed that the house had been clad with riven clapboards. Rare surviving 
specimens of these are preserved, beneath the plaster, on the fonner north gable end, 
now the north wall of the passage. The fenestration of the present north end has been 
unaltered, as the framing indicates. 

The present plan dates from the addition of the north end. A passage was set off 
from part of the original house, creating a double-pile, central-passage house with 
a slightly cater-cornered chimney in each room. The handsome straight-run ''Jacobean" 
stair with its closed string and heavy turned balusters ascends in the passage from 
the back to the front of the house. lt is uncertain whether this stair was installed 
during the construction of the original house or during its expansio~ and it is not 
possible at this time to determine whether it is in its original position. 

Other than the stair, little decorative trim remains in the house. Austere Greek 
Revival mantels with unadorned pilasters and friezes set off the fireplaces in the 
front rooms, and wide double-beaded chair boards are used in all of the first-floor 
rooms and the passage. Many of the doors throughout the house were installed in the 
mid-nineteenth century, and retain their original decoration of graining in imitation 
of wood. 

'!he trussed.:.raftef roof is notable for its use of tilted-false-plate eaves construction, 
in which the rafters are secured at their feet by being pegged to a square "false 
plate" which is set diagonally across the ends of the tie beams. This fonn of eaves 
construction, in .a house this substantially built, is normally indicative of a date 
before circa 1725 and is often found in connection with the use of riven clapboards 
as a roof covering. (see Continuation sheet #2) 
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Linden Fann is .a rar.e. _exampl.e of. a .colrin:Lal. v.e.rnaculal!'.: ,fa.rmhous:e ont bhe Northern · · .- ·' 
Neck of Virginia, .an .ar,e.a which, despi te :it.s long .a,nd eventf.u:l.i h:i.story·i retains 
relatively few colon_ial. .buildings o.f .any .-sor~ .. -. A:u:hi:tec-tuirail, an.d do.cum-ent,n·y, eV-i"" ' . · 
dence indicates .. that .t:he.. :original poi;-,tion- ,of this . important .surv.iv'a! :.was .lbwU. t ; ,: "' 1 ' 

early in the first quarter of the eighteenth cent~·Y,; · and .that it: had; -:iac b.J.,eved itls ' 1 

present fonn by the end of the quarter. This would make it perhaps the oldest 
house mn the Northern Neck. Linden Fann exists in a remarkable state of preserv­
ation retaining several striking and unusual features including its massive, 
asymmetrical pyramidal chimneys, its closed-string O Jacobean II stair, its original 
riven clapboards (rare survivals in Virginia) on the fonner north gable end, and 
its tilted-false-plate eaves framing, nonnally an indication of a very early con­
struction date on substantial Virginia houses. 

The early history of Linden Fann is uncertain; several lawsuits and exceptionally 
vague bounda~y descriptions have made the title difficult to establish with 
certainty. As near as can be detennined, however, the original section of the house 

. w;as probably built by Andrew Dew, a member of a family which had been in the 
Rappahannock River area since at least the mid-seventeenth century. Dew was 
established in the Farnham area by 1708, when he received a 302-acre grant bounded 
in part by "land of the said Dew" from the proprietors of the Northern Neck. At 
his death in 1714, "Mr. Andrew Dew" left a substantial estate valued at~l87 3s 6d. 
Many of the items listed were textiles--linen, cotton, fustian, oznabrig--which 
suggests that Dew was a cloth merchant. (No tailor's tools were inventoried.) 
Though a house of one large room and a lean-to room seems to be modest acconnnodations 
for so successful an individual, it is consistent with a pattern of dwelling in 
small houses which is observable from the inventories of other late seventeenth-and 
early eighteenth-century merchants of the Northern Neck. 

Dew willed ii the plantation I live on" to his son Andrew, who probably expanded the 
house to its present fonn. The second Andrew Dew died in 1727, leaving an estate 
appraised at~24 19s ld. His property was divided between his sons Thomas and 
William, with the latter receiving the "land I live on." By Williams' s . death in 1770, 
his family had left Riclnnond Coun-yy for the west, and he ordered that his land and 
his-'70 estate be sold and the proceeds divided among his heirs. William Dew's son 
Samuel, of Hampshire County (now West Virginia), purchased the land, but sold it in 
1780 to Edward Saunders. (see Continuation Sheet #3) 
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ll!JGEOGRAPHICAL DATA 
ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY 28, 2 acres 
UTM REFERENCES 

Al.!...&J !315 ,6 j5 15 ,o I 14,119 ,s 10,2 ,o J 
ZONE EASTING NORTHING 

cl!.£j !3 !5 16 jl 15 ,o I !4 ,i !9 ,4 j5 18 ,o I 
VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION 

The acreage comprising Linden Farm is bounded by a line beginning at a point on the 
north side of State Route 3, approximately 1400' SE of intersection of state routes 3 
and 611; thence extending 200' NE, then approximately 500' SE, then 400' NE to tree 
line; thence extending approximately 2200'NW following tree line; thence extending 
approximately 1200' SW oo north side of State Route 3; thence extending SE along north 
side of said route to p~int of origin. 

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES 
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STATE CODE COUNTY 
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TELEPHONE 

(804) 786-3144 
STATE 

Virg.inia 

IESTA TE HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICER CERTIFICATION 
THE EVALUATED SIGNIFICANCE OF THIS PROPERTY WITHIN THE STATE IS: 
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CODE 

CODE 

As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89-665). I 

hereby nominate this property for inclusion in the National Register and certify that it has been evaluated according to the 

the 

DATE SEP 2 1 1976 
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Linden Farm has not yet been available for complete structural investigation, 
and clues visible through the plaster and through holes in the second-floor 
ceiling suggest that other original structural features, possibly including 
a casement window, are still hidden within the partition wall which formerly 
served as the north gable end of the original house. 

DW 

The 2a2- acre tract being nominated is all that remains intact of the original 
302-acre grant received by Andrew Dew from the proprietors of the Northern 
Neck. 

GPO. 892 455 
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Saunders died in 1826, leaving his plantation to his grandson Edward Sydnor Saunders, 
who sold it to William H. Tayloe of Mt. Airy, in 1845, in satisfaction of a debt. 
Thus commenced a 65-year period during which the property underwent a rapid series of 
sales, resales, and lawsuits, during which it was owned by the Lyell, Siller, Hutt, 
Becker, and Lewis families. The 1873 deed from R.H. Lyell to Frank Siller contains 
the first recorded reference to the property as "Linden." It was first referred to 
as Linden Farm in 1900. 

In 1909, Linden Farm was purchased by Dorsey B. Beaucham and has descended to his 
granddaughter, Mrs. Virginia B. Saunders. Thus, the present owners have maintained 
the longest continuous tenure of a single family in the history of the house. It 
is currently uaoedupied and is for sale. 
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