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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if knewn) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

 Erected around 1810, the Joseph Funk house is a very plain littlé house

. constructed of logs and sheathed with weatherboarding. It is one-and-

. a-half stories high with a gable roof and an undercut front gallery. The
; exterior end chimney on the north end is original, although that on the
opposite end is a later addition. The three dormer windows, rear section
and front sash, are also later additions.

Much of the original finish in the front two rooms of the first floor is
intact. The walls are sheathed with horizontal boarding, and the ceiling
retains its exposed joists. A very simple mantel with paneled frieze and
molded shelf survives in the north room. The stair is boxed in with
vertical boards. To accommodate the music pupils with sleeping quarters,
sheds were added to the sides of the house, but they were later removed.

The log spring house in which Joseph Funk set up-hié printing equipment

in 1847 was demolished prior to 1934. The second-floor room where the presg

was placed was originally a loom room, but was converted to a school room
in 1837. It served as Funk's publishing house from 1847 until }?78.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNiFICANCE

Joseph Funk (1777-1862) is remembered as an outstandlng leader in the
Mennonite f aith and an influential musical theorist. Born in Berks County,
Pennsylvania, he was the grandson of Henry Funk (Heinreich

Funck) who migrated to_the Pennsylvanla Colony in 1719, The immediate
origin of the Funk fémlly in Europe was the Palatine area of the Holy Roman
Empire where they had been leaders in the sixteenth-century Anabaptist
Movement. Henry Funk became the first Mennonite Bishop in the American
colonies. The Mennonites were the main purveyors of German culture in the
Valley of Virginia.

Bishop Henry had a large family. However, his spiritual heir was "Young
Henry" who shared his father's religious enthusiasm and founded the so-
called "Funkite' branch of the Mennonite Church. Young Henry had
difficulties with many of his neighbors because, although he refused
military service in the Revolution of 1776, he did not condemn the movement
altogether. In 1786 he sold his properties in Pennsylvamia and moved to
Rockingham County, Virginia. His son, Joseph, was nine years old at this
time. The remains of the foundation of the first Funk home in Virginia are
discernible a few miles northwest of Singers Glen near the present home of
Mr. Joseph E. Funk, Joseph's only surviving grandson.

In 1809 Joseph Funk purchased land near a spring (the land is listed on the
tax rolls of 1810). The house which marks the beginning of the village of
Singers Glen was probably built shortly after the time of purchase. Funk

and, second, to Rachel Briton in 1814 by whom he had nine children. There
has been much speculation among Funk scholars that Rachel Briton may not
have been Mennonite. There are strong hints of this in Funk's "Latitudi-
narianism' which he attributed to his wife and in his close connection with
Cook's Creek Presbyterian Church, near Harrisonburg, Virginia.

Funk was an early translator of Mennonite doctrine into English. Among his
works was the translation of Elder Peter Burkholder's Mennonite Confession

notes. Many of the books were published on his own press, established in
1847 in a log cabin (since destroyed) near his house.

In his music career, Funk, was noted for his instruction in sacred music

of Faith in 1837 with Funk providing an introduction, explanation and foot~- |

married twice; first to Elizabeth Rhodes in 1804 by whom he had five childrem,
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and for the publishing of music and religious books. With his sons he
set up singing schools in Singers Glen and elsewhere in the Valley. He
was influential in the evolution of the patent note system of musical
notation, and his widely used hymnal, the Harmeonia Sacra, went through
twenty-two editions. Funk's press operated until 1878 when Ephraim
Ruebush and Aldine S, Kieffer, Funk's grandsons, moved the publishing

house to Daytom, Virginia. . i
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West Side of Route 613, .3 mile Southwest of Intersection of Routes 613 and 721.
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SOURCE

U. S. G. S. 7.5' quadrangle,

Singers Glen, Va.
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West Side of Route 613, .3 mile southwest of intersection of Routes 613 and 721.
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Martha B. Caldwell, Madison
College, Harrisomburg, Va.
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Side view from North.
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