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Historic Name: Maybelle and Ezra Carter House Common Name: Maybelle & Ezra Carter House
Street Adress/Rt. No.: Rt. 614 VHLC File Number: g84-15

Vicinity of: Maces Spring Owner: Johnny & June Carter Cash

USGS Quad: Hiltom 7.5 ° Henderson, Tennessee

Date(s): Early 20th century Architect/Builder: Garn Larkey, 1936
Original Use: Dwelling Style: rennovations

Present Use: Dwelling Vernacular

Condition: very Good
Altered xx; unaltered

Physical Description:

The Maybelle Carter House began as a five-room dwelling, which was substantially
remodeled during the Carter occupancy. Family members recall that the first, and only,
floor contained four rooms, two across the front and two, divided by a small hall,
behind these. A breezeway off the back provided access to a detached, one-room
kitchen.

In 1936 Garn Larkey, a local carpenter, enlarged the house, creating its
present form. At this time, several renovations were made to the original block;
the partition between the front rooms was taken out and the hall dividing the back
rooms was removed, but the two rooms were retained. Larkey added a third file
of rooms along the back, removing the detached kitchen. Additional bedrooms were
created on a new second floor, lighted by shed dormers along each side. On the
exterior, a new wrap-around porch with turned columns, extending across the front
and the length of both sides, highlighted the renovations. Other alterations
included the construction of a bathroom, the excavation of the basement, and
the modernization of the interior. The only change since that date is the spindle
frieze added to the porch in 1981.

This small farm presently includes a wood-frame smokehouse behind the house,
a small barn built by Ezra near the smokehouse, and a two-level, cinderblock
garage and workshop, also built by Ezra.

Statement of Significance:

The primary significance of this dwelling rests with its association
with Maybelle Carter, an original member of the Carter family. Ezra and May-
belle Addington Carter moved to this house soon after their marriage in March,
1926. Both were related to the two other members of the original Carter family;
Ezra was a brother to A. P. Carter and Maybelle was a cousin to Sara Carter, £
coming from the Copper Creek community of Scott County. They spent most of their
married life here, giving birth to and raising their three daughters, Helen, June,
and Anita. After the original Carter family disbanded, Maybelle and her daughters
continued to remain active in the music business, as Mother Maybelle and the
Carter Sisters. In the early 1950s, Grant Carter bought their Clinch Mountain
house. His widow remained here until June of 1981, when she sold the property
to Maybelle and Ezra's daughtgr, June, and her husband, Johnny Cash.

Besides its primary significance in its connection with the Carters, this
house with its gable-end facade, and simple rectangular form, illustrates a
familiar and very representative samll house form for early twentieth century
rural Virginia. The 1930s renovations clearly suggest the bungalow style
growing in popularity during these years.

Geographic Data/Acreage: Approx. 2 Acres

Verbal Boundary Description: Beginning at a point on the left side of dirt access road

approx. 475' N of intersection of said road with VA 614 which lies approx. 3000' (continued)
Boundary Justification: The bounds have been drawn to include the house, outbuildings,

and immediate house yard.
UTM: 17/374660/4059420

Prepared By: Ann McCleary, Architectural Historian

Date Prepared: February, 1985



Verbal Boundary Description continued: Maybelle & Ezra Carter House
84-15

E-NE of intersection of VA 614 with VA 691; thence following left side of
dirt road for approx. 200' N; thence following said road approx. 250' NE;
thence approx. 300' W; thence approx. 400' S; thence approx. 200' E to point
of origin.
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