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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

The Fox Farm site lies on the first terrace 
pposite the entrance of 

The site, with its darkly stained soil containing village debris, has long 
been known to local collectors and to the professional community. Dr. W.R. 
Wedel of the U. S. National t.\Jseun examined the site in 1940 and reported it in 
1951 (Wedel}. The 29 sherds collected by Dr. Wedel were examined by Clifford 
Evans (1955) who divided the collection Into Radford (97%) and New River (3%). 
Dr. C. G. Holland (1970) surface collected and excavated a five foot test square, 
noting cultural debris to a depth of 14 inches. The test uncovered a rock pat­
tl!rn, suggestive of a hearth, and an abundance of well preserved fauna! remains, 
charcoal, and shell. He recovered Late \\bodland period ceramics (70.8% Radford, 
19.6~ Wythe, and 9.2% New River series), five triangular projectile points, and 
one Late Archaic point (Savannah River Stemmed). 

On February 24 and 25, 1973 the 1-blston Chapter of the Archaeological So­
ciety of Virginia excavated two test trenches, one five feet wide by fifty feet 
long and the other five feet wide by sixty feet long. Four human burials were 
uncovered in an excellent state of preservation and a tight pattern.of eight 
cobblestones was found, suggesting a possible Archaic period hearth. Numerous 
post holes were uncovered, suggesting post structures, although In only one 
area could they be interpreted as a 20 foot section of a palisade line. The 
artifacts recovered included ceramics (74% Radford, 25% Wythe and 1% New River 
series), one entire Radford Met Impressed vessel, four Olivella and numerous f-lar­
ginella shell beads. 
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The Fox Farm site, sporadically visited during the Late Archaic pedod,.-,i~ an. 
intensively 6ccupied Indian village of the Late Woodland period. .The .si.te ha~ . 
outstanding potential to provide information on settlement patterning, house ar­
chitecture, and burial practices. The placement of burials with heads to the south 
contrasts with other sites in southwest Virginia. The well preserved faunal, and 
possibly floral, remains should provide quantita!ive data on.the subsistence stra­
tegies in narrow floodplain river valleys of the Ridge and Valley Province. 

The site is invaluable in proyiding information on the cultural interaction 
an~/or develoi:xnent of.two ceramic series, suggesting two separate cultural groups, 
the earlier Wythe (ca. 1300 A.O.) and the later Radford (1300-1600 A.O.). The 
presence of marine.shell beads documents the participation of the people at the 
site in the regional trade ne1't\'orks of the Late Woodland period. Also, the site 
may provide clues to the.cultural and environmental factors which resulted in the 
shift from open to palisaded sites. The importance of this site lies in the fact 
that it is representative of a type of site found throughout southw.e~t '(iz:gi.n.ia •... : .· 
In addition, and in contrast to other similar sites, it appears to be in a relatively 
undisturbed condition with excellent chances for preservation. 
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