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D E S C R I B E T H E P R E S E N T A N D O R I G I N A L ( i f k n o w n ) P H Y S I C A L A P P E A R A N C E 

St. J ulien i s set i n a clearing i n wooded Spotsylvania County near Frederick 
burg. Shaded by several t a l l evergreen trees and surrounded by a white 
wooden r a i l fence and cultivated f i e l d s , the house retains much of i t s early 
nineteenth-century a i r . 

Although i t i s a small, two-story, s i n g l e - p i l e house, St. J u l i e n displays a 
refined composition and elegant d e t a i l i n g worthy of a much larger e d i f i c e . 
The.main part of the house has a five-bay front and i s set on a low basement 
expressed as a pedestal with a molded sandstone water table and a stone 
p l i n t h . Over each of the basement windows with the i r three-over-three sash 
are rectangular stone l i n t e l s with chiselwork suggesting voussoirs. These 
help to set o f f the windows of the main body of the house, which bear 
rusticated, splayed sandstone l i n t e l s with fluted keystones over the i r ar
chitrave frames and o r i g i n a l four-over-four sash. The walls are l a i d i n 
Flemish-bond brickwork of particular refinement. 

The inost d i s t i n c t i v e feature of St. Julien i s i t s entrance bay. A pedimente 1 rn 
portico i n antis i s framed by rubbed-brick p i l a s t e r s t r i p s . The balcony of 
the portico i s faced with a smaller scale version of the modillion-and-fret 
work cornice that encircles the house. At the balcony l e v e l and at eaves 
l e v e l , the cornices are broken around the p i l a s t e r s t r i p s . Stone steps 
lead to the front door which i s surmounted by a semicircular fanlight with 
wooden mullions and flanked by detached sidelights with two-over-two sash 
and the same type of l i n t e l s as are found on the fa9ade. A corresponding 
door and si d e l i g h t arrangement, s l i g h t l y reduced i n s i z e , opens onto the 
balcony which has a modern Chinese l a t t i c e balustrade. The doors and side
l i g h t s , as well as the windows, a l l bear louvered blinds. 

73 

n 

The dwelling's hipped roof i s covered with sheet metal and pierced"by inte 
r i o r end chimneys. A three-course American-bond brick e l l , two-stories high 
with a gable roof, molded cornice, i n t e r i o r end chimney and p a r t i a l lean-to, 
appears to be contemporary with the main block. 

The i n t e r i o r s of St. Ju l i e n are sparsely decorated though c a r e f u l l y detailed 
Most elaborate of any of the rooms is the east room on the f i r s t f l o o r . It 
displays a mantelpiece with Roman Doric p i l a s t e r s supporting entablature 
blocks surmounted by a cornice having punch-and-dentil work and a molded 
shelf. The p i l a s t e r s , entablature blocks, and a central tablet i n the 
f r i e z e are a l l reeded. Flanking the chimney breast are arched recesses 
framed by fluted Roman Doric p i l a s t e r s carrying round-headed arches which 
break into the d e n t i l cornice. Flush panels with applied molding embellish 
the niches, while flush wainscoting and a flute-and-punchwork chair r a i l 
encircle the remainder of the room. 

The mantels i n each of the other f i r s t - and second-floor rooms follow the 
same pattern as that i n the east room, varying only i n the a r t i c u l a t i o n of 
the members. In the west room, fluted Doric colonettes set on low pedestali 
support deeply projecting entablature blocks. The blocks and the tablet are 
enriched with fluted paterae, and the whole i s crowned by a fluted cornice 
and deep molded shelf. Flush wainscoting under a chair r a i l decorated with 
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7. DESCRIPTION 

applied, interlaced semicircles i s carried around the room. 

The east room mantel on the second floor displays p i l a s t e r s , entablature 
blocks, and a central tablet which take the form of recessed panels with com
plex applied moldings. The fr i e z e i s reduced i n height so far as to be 
cramped i n appearance. Gougework is used to suggest denticulation, and other 
gougework i n the corona emulates punch-and-dentil work and rosettes. This 
pattern i s repeated at a larger scale i n the enc i r c l i n g chair r a i l . 

The west room mantel echoes that i n the west room on the f i r s t f l o o r . The 
colonettes here are reduced to reeded p i l a s t e r s , and the paterae are much less 
deeply incised. 

A t r i p l e - r u n cantilevered s t a i r occupies the central passage. Its slender 
banister, attenuated round balusters, and sawn brackets are made of walnut, 
contrasting with the white-painted stringer. Peripheral decoration here i s 
reduced to a chair r a i l . 

Six-panel, raised-panel doors are found throughout the house, as are architrave 
window and door frames. 

Among several framed outbuildings at St. J u l i e n , the most d i s t i n c t i v e i s the 
former law o f f i c e . I t i s a one-story, board-and-batten-covered structure 
with a gable roof and central chimney. A door and a window pierce either half 
of the facade. It i s a building type commonly used for other kinds of out
buildings, especially kitchens and quarters, i n nineteenth-century V i r g i n i a . 
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St. J ulien was the home of Francis Taliaferro Brooke (1763-1851), an impor
tant figure i n the p o l i t i c a l l i f e of early republican V i r g i n i a , who u l t i 
mately became the President of the Supreme Court of Appeals i n the state. 
The house at St, J u l i a n , with i t s recessed entry, i s of a type unusual i n 
the Commonwealth and i s one of the most sophisticated examples of Federal 
building i n the region. With i t s t a l l trees, cultivated f i e l d s and is o 
lated woodland set t i n g , i t presents a v i v i d picture of plantation l i f e i n 
early-nineteenth-century Spotsylvania County. 

Francis Brooke undertook the study of law after serving i n the American 
Revolution. He began to practice i n western V i r g i n i a i n 1788, then moved 
to Essex County and practiced on the Northern Neck beginning i n 1790. Dur
ing t h is period, he commended his p o l i t i c a l career, serving as a delegate 
from Essex County i n 1794-1795. 

In 1796, Brooke transferred his practice again when he moved his o f f i c e and 
his residence to Fredericksburg. At the same time, he bought 220 acres i n 
Spotsylvania County, one-seventh of the Belvediera estate of the la t e 
William Daingerfield, from H. Bassett and Samuel Moseley, Daingerfield's 
daughter and son-in-law. This tract became St. J u l i e n . 

Brooke was elected to the State Senate i n 1800 and appointed a Judge of 
the General Court i n 1804. That was also the year, according to his own 
account i n his Narrative of My L i f e for My Family (1849), that " I had b u i l t 
a small brick house with a shed to i t . . . . The farm was a small one and 
worn out." A Mutual Assurance Society policy of 1812 supports t h i s , for i t 
shows the house as i t now stands—"A brick dwelling two stories high covd 
with wood"—including the e l l . 

Brooke was elevated to the Appeals Court i n 1811. Twenty years l a t e r , under 
the new state constitution, his position was confirmed by election. 

He was a prominent Democratic-Whig figure of the era. He corresponded with 
Thomas Jefferson. Henry Clay was a frequent v i s i t o r to St. J u l i e n . Brooke 
l i v e d on the plantation from the time of the building of the house u n t i l hiii 
death there i n 1851. ^ 

The property has been owned by only two families since i t s purchase i n 1796 
In 1879, the Brookes sold St. Julien to the Lamb family, who s t i l l own i t . 
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