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CONDITION 

(Ch•clt 0..e) 

0 Excellent O Good ; · {JI f•I• 0 O.terlora,.d 

(Choct One) 

~ AltoNd O Unolte,.d 

D•N:111811: THIE PIIESltNT AND O,.IGINAL. (II""-") PHYSICAL. APPIEAIIANC• 

1)1 Ruin• 0 Une•p• .... 
(Ch•cAOMJ 

0 Mowed (!I °"""' 51 .. 

The tovn of Marlborough. once the seat of Stafford County, was established 
"under the town act of 1691 on land owned by Gilea Brent. After the decline 
of the town, John Mercer eatablished Marlborough as his seat and attempted 
to revive the town-building scheme. However, Mercer waa frustrated in his 
plan and eventually waa ruined financially through busineaa overexpanaion. 
After Mercer, Marlboroush was ,all but foraotten until a team from the 
Smithsonian Institution made archaeological inveatigation• there in 1956 • 
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Archaeology 
History 

Archaeologically, Marlborough is important as a well documented example 
of a port town of the early-eighteenth.century. Aa a plantation of a 
wealthy merchant, knowledge of Marlborough may prove to be a capsule of 
the ccmmercial life of the middle years of the eighteenth century. Althoug1 
much of the town was destroyed by modern cottage-building, and although 
the archaeological methods of the Smithsonian Institution left something 
to be desired. the site warrants attention because of the place it ha1 
taken in American hiatorioaraphy, if for.no other reaaon. 

• • 

I 
; .. 

i 
I 

i 
i· . 

I 

t 
f 
I 

I 
' 

~ r ·, .. 
,. 
i 
• .. 

1 • 
r 

L 
t 

' .. 

~, 
.' 

• 



Darter. Oscar H., ''Where the West Began; Historical Sketch of Old Karleborou 
Town. Stafford County, Virginia," Northern !!£)s .2f Virginia Historical 
Magazine (December, 19S9). 

Watkins, c. Malcolm, Cultural Riston of Marlborough, Virginia. Washington, 
D. C.: The Smithsonian Institution Preas, 1968. 
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APPIIOXIM 200 a 
a,.IST ALL 8TATIC• AND COUNTIIC• ,..01'1 PROIIEIITIE8 OVl:IIL.APIIING •TATE OR COUNTY •oUNDAIUIEI 

aTAT•1 CODE COUNTY CODIE 

ITATIE1 CODI: COUNTV1 CODE 

aTATIEr CODE COUNTY• CDOE 

IITATl!I CODE COUNTV1 

MAME AND TITLE, 

Staff Vir inia Historic landmarks C0111Diasion Jamee W Mood Jr. Director 
OIUJANI ~A TION DAT& 

Vir inia Historic Landmarks Comnission November 3 19 
STREET AND NUMBER: 

Aa the designated State Llalaon Officer for the Na

tlon•l Hlatoric Preaervation Act of 1966 (Public Law 

89-665), I hereby nominate thl• property for inclusion 

ln the National Regl•ter a~d certify that it ha• been 
evaluated according to the criteria and procecllrea aet 
f._th by the National Parlr. Service, 11- recommended 
level of algnlflcance of thi.11 nomination la: 

I hereby certify that thl• P'OJJllriY la lnclllded In the 

Natl-I Re1lllter. 

Chlel, 01(/ce ol Archeolo,y and Hl•torlc Plffer••tlm 

National O State ClD Local D 

A'M'EST: 

Dr. Edward P. Alexaucler, Chairman 
T.1t1e Virginia Historic Landmarks Couai aion 
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

MATIOMAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 

PROPERTY MAI' FORM 

(Type all entriH - attach to or enclose with m,,p) 

ITRl:l!T AND NUM •1&:1'11 

Point. 
CITY 0111 TOWN1 

TO BR INCI..UDED ON Al.I. NAP8 

1, Property broundarl•• wher• raqulrad. 
2, North arrow. 

3. Latitude and longllud• refarence. 
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form: Kt'RJRFl 

101 USE IY ALL Tll)SB WII> MAY II COIIFUSBD BY '1'118 RATICIIAL SISTER !ORM: 

1. ColllDOn Name: ~M/ borot19I. Point 
Hiatorlc Name: Marlborough Tow 

2. · Owner of Property' (name and addre1t) 
various 

3. Survey Number (if any): 89=1 

10/6!J 

4. Condition (cirele one): Excellent Good Fair Deteriorated Ruin• Unexpoeed 

Condition (circle one): Altered Unaltered 

s. Bibliography 

Watkins, C. lfalcolm, The Cultur3l History of M-irlboroµgh_Virginia. Washington, D. C. The 
Smittsrnian Institution Press, 1968. 

6. tevel of S1.pif1"11.Ce (circle one): National State Local 

7. Supply map showing area to be protected and quad name fessapat~nzy 7.5 

8. Deacribe tb• praau.t and odgia.al (if lmolm) pbyucal @pe&rQC&.• 
The town of M"lrlborough, once the seat of Stafford County, wns estn.blished under th?. town act 

of 1691, on 1:md own ,d by GilAs Brent. John Mercer, n.fter the decline of the tQWII., establ ii;hed 
Marlhonough as his seat .9ncl attempte,..J to reviv0.li thri town-building :cheme. Mercer w11s 
frustr'l.ted in his plan., and eventu,=illy ;:.•1s financial]y ruined throug'b busin,~ss ovP.rexp·,nsinn. 
After M0rcer 1 Mf1rlho:rough i..ms 11.11 but frrgotten until a teRm from t.he Smithsonian Inc,titution 
made n.rc!-.r1eolocicnl investir;qtions there in 1956 . 

fl.rch<:.P,olcg; cA.lJ.y, Mrlbro is im,:ort,mt ri.s a wr:-ll - documented 1:!Xample 0f a port tm,m of tJ.iP. 
e•irly-eir,hteent.h cP.ntury. As R. plrintation of '\ weR.lthy inei·chtrnt., knowJ.e(lge of MArlhornueh 
mqy prove to he a cnpsule of th1:1 commercial 1 ife of the middle ye:n·s of th=i "!ic;hteenth rentu.r-y. 
Although,~rt12N1:+.elr, much of the town w·: · drrntroyerl hy mo1ern cottage-~uiJding, ,,no although 
th~ 11rc h,~(~ologi.ca J methods of the Smi. thsoniA.h left something to be rJ esireri, the s itc warrants 
attention because of th0 pl•1ce it h•rn taken in Americ,m historiogra.phy, if fer no other re,-1son • 
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