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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (/f known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The town of Marlborough, once the seat of Stafford County, was established
‘under the town act of 1691 on land owned by Giles Bremt. After the decline
of the town, John Mercer established Marlborough as his seat and attempted
to revive the town-building scheme. However, Mercer was frustrated in his
plan and eventually was ruined financially through business overexpansion.
After Mercer, Marlborough was all but forgotten until a team from the
Smithsonian Institution made archaeological investigations there in 1956.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Archaeologically, Marlborough is important as a well documented example

of a port town of the early-eighteenth century. As a plantation of a
wealthy merchant, knowledge of Marlborough may prove to be a capsule of

the commerciel life of the middle years of the eighteenth century. Although
much of the town was destroyed by modern cottage-building, and although

the archaeological methods of the Smithsonian Institution left something

to be desired, the site warrants attention because of the place it has
taken in American historiography, if for no other readon.
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1. Common Name: ﬁlwr'lboraugh Point
Historic Name: Marlborough Town

2. ' Owner of Property” (name and address) e o
various

3. Survey Number (if any): 89=1
4. Condition (circle one): Excellent Good Fajir Deteriorated Ruins Unexposed

Condition (circle one): Altered Unaltered
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5. Bibliography

Watkins, C. Halcolm, The Cultural History of Morlborough, Virginia, Washington, D. C. : The
Smitkscnian Institution Press, 1968, -

6. level of Significance (circle one): National Stgte Local
7. Supply map showing area to be protected and quad name Fassapatanzy 7.5

8. Describe the present and original (if koown) pbysicsl appesrance.

The town of Marlborough, once the seat of Stafford County, was established under the town act
of 1691, on land own:d by Giles Brent. John Mercer, after the decline of the town, established
Marlbonough as his seat and attempted to revivead the town-luilding :cheme. Mercer was
frustrated in his plang and eventually wsas financially ruined through business overexpsnsion.
After Marcer, Marlborough wzs all but fergotten until a team from the Smithsonian Institution
made archseologleal investipations there in 1966

9. Statement of Sigrificance (loclude Paraocusges, Dates, Events, Etcyl)

Arch=eolcgieally, Mrlbro is imnortant as a wedl - documented example of a port towm of the
enrly-aipgbteenth century. As a plantation of a wealthy merchant, knowledge of Marlborough

may prove to be a capsule of the commercial 1ife of the middle years of the sighteenth century.
Akthough,wnfortunately; much of the town w+ destroyed by modern cottage-tuilding, »nd although
the archazological mebhods of the Smithsoniah left something to be desired, the site warrants
attention bacause of the pluce it has taken in American historiography, if for no other resscn .





