
t.,") 

NATIOHAI_ REGISTER OP HiSTDR!C PLAC::S 
lN'/l:.NTORY - NOM!i-lATIOt-J FOR1~ 

(Typ_-. nil entuc'-" cor:ip~cfe c1ppficabie .sec·ticr5;.J 
;-_"1-··. . ....... _, .·. . . . . ~ . -~---- -· 

t; ~. ;"_t,..'.\ ;\{f;' ·- --------·-··-,··---·----
i (... J,1 i\1, "')~: • 

------~~---~ ---- ·-· 



,:- ----~- - ------- --,·- ---------~ ----------------

!', ! cc:u,PT:ON I,, '"'"''' CJ Go oO i:J ,.,, o'':·:.:'..:::~, -~~~'"''~~ o Uo«, ... , I 
1 

COND'TION ·-- ---(G,;-;~~-;_;ne) --1 ----------- (C-;;;ck o.,e-) ------

1 I __ . __ ___ __ .. --· _L__ _ _ ~ :, lte , oc ____ ~ ~ olto re ~- -- - _J_ __ o l,!oved -~- Or,~ir-ol_s_,,_. __ 
(.J t:S G ~. : ei-:_ Ti-'{ i:::: r:'R C. $';.:.NT l\:Sj'.) OH:C ! NA!_... (i f .l-·::ow.,) ?H "YSICA t._ .AP P E,;.. R ,.i., N C E J 

The on~ an d one- half story house cf brick, laid in Flemish bond both 
,,bo,; e 2ud b2 l ou ti.12 w2 t 2r table, is five bays 1vide and one room deep. What 
a pp 2.a:cs ac: £irst -co be a synunet:cical fac2de with tHO Hindows 1la.nking n 
cen t :::al door is 2ccually off. center wid, o. central axis slightly i:vest of 
c:cn t c :c. The raise.cl biJsement is lighted by rect.&ngular 1-.'0oden g"c:il1es ,,it}-,_ 
ciisgort~~-l ly pL,,cec:I horizontal bars S(ct Hi thin segment:21 arcl;es. The n,ain 
£1. oo-r 1, 5...ndc'.s' S h~0 \re nine.-over --ni.ne s a sh, hc.ld by ,-xid2 munt ins. Th2 gsuged 
br i c k f l at arches arc partially obscured by the molded box cornice which is 
UoI'c~:i n:1ted by pa>c:tern boards at each end . The steeply pitched roo:E is 
pi'.e.rce<i by three regularly plc1ced flush-sided pedimented dormers contair.ing 
w5.ndOH<l of nine-over-six sash. At either end of the main roof is an in­
tc-: io:c E:0.d chLnney with molclc.ci ri=:, c:':)s. 

·_;_'h :.: l r1,1dwa.r d E::n·::.r s.nce; re2cl:,2d bf repL1cei11ent steps, is set \'1itbin a 
s 8gr.1c2r.to. l ,,:.-ch oc :cubbecl 2nd gauged brick, springing from rubbe.d brick panels 
T,,e e nt: Ltri.cc, po3 s ioly uiclenecl at an earlier dnte, had been ceworked <luring I 
the 1 930s cestoratiou. The door, composed of six raised panels, is set withT 
in~ ~obustly 80lded architrave. j 

Tnc. ncrth fac.a.d2, which races Gray's Creek, is almost identical to th2 
landw~rd elevation, €xcept for the lack of the brick panels flanking the 
entranc~ . The gJble ends are without openings except for a reconstructed 
b.:i22:.L<2nt entrance containing double ~1oors in the sonth corner of the \1est en· 

1~ c interior follows a central hall plan one room deep. Along the 
west i?al l of the hall the handsome closed-string stair rises to a tr9nsversa

1 
~ -ding and recurns in a shorter reverse flight. The neuel is square in j 
pl2.n, :,,,d turr..ed baluste.cs carry a. molded L'il. The walls are plastered I 
a;:,i;,2 '::-.-l <>·,low 2 wide. h€nvily rr:ol<l:ed chai:c ·cail. j 

:~·h,2 E>c.i3t rooE1, c:h0 larger of the tii'O first f~oor rooms, has a £lat­
Dc1T>.csl2d wainscot on chree ualls, The central section of the uide chair rail 

1 
i'oms the :; ill for the wine.lows, ,,,;rhich are set 1;i thin splayed reveals, The j 
foc'.'1 poiEt of the roor.:i is the east fireplace wall which exhibits striking 
floor-to-ceiling paneling. In the center above a segmental-aTched fire 
op2ning is a p0neled over-rnantei. Stop-fluted pilasters set on pedestals 
fLE'.lc the central area Hith the nrched cupboards to either side . Two pa;-iels I 
fiil t;-1e ;ffch, beneath ,·rhicb ,H,:. <louole doors i.n tvo ranges giving 2.ccess to 
t:l''2 C'cli_)bo.:o..cds which 2re seni-·c.i;·.:cular in plan. Th2 wall t-ceatmer,t is I 
~:u rc':1 ,)c;,,-:s:d by a deep corEice c1:tticvlai.:ed 1,;ith a c'e,;:il co,.irse, all o:E which 
bTeo.~s ob0~t th~ ~ilasters. 

Iu tr.2 t,;23 t room the nwntel hc1.s a segmental opening beneath two fl8t 
p&,1e_ls , t~e 1d:ole co!'tair>:'d within. an arc hit cave ~a~pe<l with cl molded ~he1£ .

1 ':'o .:-.·12 le.tt side of U1e :hreplace 1.s a cupboard sll!l1.lar to those flanking 
the fireplace i~ the cast room, except that the panels beneath the chair I 
r2il are fixed to 02comodate the exterior baseoent entrance below. To the 
:right. of the chhnney is a six-panel cJ oar opening into the closet, 

The secorcd £lo0r is simiL1r in plan to ;:-he first, but the finish is i 
c:.u-:., s icle.1.' c101 y s iI;; :_J.L er . The Hes t room rPo.nt 0 l is cornpos ed of a rec t angu 1 ar I 
architr2vc with a large fl.1.t ?o.t}el above a segmental-2rched opening. Narrow 
closet door:; with four rai'sed pz.nels flank th2 mantel. The east rooia has no 

1 
j dc,,uraticc, around the segmental-arChed fire opening. Doors to either side I 
: of tbe chi.flmev lee.cl to closets. 

l _ ' -'the bas~me;.:t :i,s ~eached from ::r.e ins ic'e by a S ta.ir u-nd2r the fi:rs t . 
fl1g0t of the main scair. It contains a large room to the west and a 
smaller one to the east. 
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Th ': i:,~ :~rr211 House is 2n c: 2rly Tidewater Pl.2.ntation House \·lE!ll k nof·m 
for- its tra(Li.tional association Hith Thomas Rolfe, so:1 of ·J0h>1. Rolfe anc1 I 
Pocahontas, to ·whom the land descended as a gift from the Indian king 
Po,vhatar.. Tne house is situated abo\.lt- one-half mile southeRst of a promonl.:,11\ \ 
on the batiks of Cray 1 s Creek thac is the location of Captc1in .Tohn Smith's 
"New Fort" from which the early plant-2.tion took its name. 

According to a deposition made March 5, 1677, a fifty-foot brick 
house was b,tilt by Thomas Warren in 1652 at Smith's Fort Plantatioa. The 
house on the land previously c,-mecl by Thomas Rolfe had been sold to 1hl rren, 
who resided th2re until his death in 1669, when the property was wi l led tc 
h j_s so:1_, \v'ill ia,1. 

Stylistically the ag2. of the existing house with its la1:ge regular 
window openings and superbly crafted woodwork exhibits characteristics uor~ 
corr~-:,only a s so~iate<l with houses of at le~st one-hillf 2 century later, If 
it :i. s a lat ,:::r house on ~:he sac0.e site, it is ironic that it fits ·che dimens i,,l, . 

described in 1652. Architectural evidence has not indicated that it W3S 

;.:eco·L._s t:ructed on earlier foundation, but .s.:::::'.,c:eological investig.:::.tion re -
v2s leci -the presence of other early structures nearby. I 

The ~rchitectural merits of tl-w ~tructure and the de3rce of early 
.tdbric Lasting into the twentieth c2ntury alone give it superlative sign"l.l:i_ ,,,.11 , 

When the house was ac quired in 1929 by the 'ihlli2JI1sburg Bohling Corporation · '' ·~­
established by Nelson A. Rockefell~r, Jr., it had fallen into disrepair. 
Ownership of tne proper-cy was trcmsfe,:.-red to the Association for the ?!:'eser­
vc1tion of Virginia Antiquities in 1933, a;:id it was carefully re stored by 1\ _ 
E(h-1 :i.n Kendrew and Singleton P. Moorehead, architects of the Wil liamsbu;:-g 
Re::;toration, a t a cost of appro:d_,_"!lately $8,500. 

A high degree of ea:cl7- fabric was present allowing most of the 
restoration to consist of r2placement of deteriorated fabric. However, a 
rear addition vas removed and rcconstr-uction occured ,vhere earlier ev idenc ~' 
had all but disappeared such ss the exterior basement entrance , front 
cvtr ance, window sash. Archaeology at the site was done by Arthur A. 
Shurcli.ff. 

The Warren House stends as a remarkably complete vestige of early 
Virtinia Pla"!ltation life in the Tidewater. Though its form is compact, it 
exhibits sophisticated detailing of unusual quality. 

-------------------------------- _______ _) 
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::i nd Gs.rdens in Old Vi;:-ginia, Garden Club of Virginia, 
1962. 

Kis.i":-a1 l., f5.ske., Domestic Ar·chi.tecture of the A,'Tte:::-ican Ccionie.s and the 
~arly Republic, New York, 1966. 

jn t :~t; ".\·;:i~!o~ol Rt~ g;i,ster c1nd CPrtiry that \I. has. b2<:on 

r---·:u~: 11:;~ {. d 3 CC~irr!in?; to t h t;a ,~-i~e.r ia and proc eC1'...J r e?s sc-t 

f,,, ::. r,y ,:-,,, N,, ti o nal Park Service. Th<i: rc,c u rnr..end<'d 

Jcv\.. .: u [ s ~gn i.f i<..:RnCi> o f thLs no rnin.ation i~: 

~ \ate E[l L oca l [."J 

:S::-,, :,e, ___ L ... w,, G~Jl~) I 
Junius R .• ~,:,ishburne,1 J:r ., Dir.~ctor 
Vir;;;i,1ia ,-~:Ls toric Land.111.a!"ks ComD is s ion 

Lr (,c- V 

Date 
ff]-- c· -. : 
V,f! ;~ J 

-----------------

Keeper of ThH IVadonof Regisrer 

[.,ate; --------------------



0 

}--

tl..i 

,,,., 

""\f ' '/ , .- -7!. 
LJN,TFD STATES DEPARTM'.i:NT OF THE IN:ERIOr{ 

NAT!ONAI_ PAR>< SERVICE 

r~ AT i O i'H. l ? :': G i ST E R O ~ H l 5 TO R ! C P L J.\ C E S 

P ;~C? ERTY MAP FORM 

I STAT~ ---,I 
h Vi:cginia 1 
I C0 1.JN ';'Y 

Surr 
FQR NPS U$E ONLY 

------·---·---------
~:--.T?Y N•JM',~P 

(Ty{)" a l! C'n(rie~ ·· auach <<> or enclu,;e with map} ·------------ -1 

·---.. -------....... ----------'-·-_.,I 
OATC 

-==i 
--- -------i ! N,\:,1 ·:: 
L ..•... -~----··- ·----- ---~-----

i ~ o ·r~ .~':·~ - __ ii,' a"'c r. :);~ House ______ _____ 
------------

____ (::_" _~ c;,;; '-':,.r::,,,,c. Rolfe--:\·Ta:r-i::_'.2Il 110 ~?_§ ____ _ 

~ L oc ~ :_~o?~-· 
f s; r~t-_,:;.-r A N :,..._,_:~.~ a~ J.:l 

'-·---··· SK_ 31 _________ __ 
! •.:j ':'" V ":>~ 7,;_\\.' , :: 

I 

·-~ ·- - - - -·----·-
[ ___ Surrv 
J-''"·' "' ' (o::,<c /cou,-.T Y . 

_ _j_ __ ___y_J,~"C'.,;_;,...}""·.n,.,_,_,,-L.,..__ _____________ _,_ __ 5-_l_..,_l _ ___cs_u_r_r~y-------------+--l---'8'---l_ 
. 3-. ;~,t .,c., ; , !~ ~ FER;: NC E I 
·--Tsc ·; ti c· E. ----, 

~ __ l_r :...__~) . G. S , 7 lfl_1 ~dr~wr,lL Surrv, Virginia,~----- ________ 1 
',::;, :... E_, l : ?.l. 000 ------ ___ __j 
!o A C ,- c 19 6) 

P '::QU I R fMENTS 
,. ___ .........._ ......,,__._ ...... - - ---~ . ... . --·~----

? , o p~ny brown da<: es where reqDJ red. 

i 2, /'brtci o rcow. 

I 
3. L-::itirude <.JrirJ longiti;dc feferenc:e. 

L ... ________ _ 
P: v.s. GQV E.~~ .'-i~tn PRINT:NG Or"FICf : ;;n3-723·14d / illllJ 3 -1 

------------·------------- ---

Fof;, Nv. 10r3;)1 o 

(7 /721 

UNITED STATES OE,'-'.i,RTMclH OF THE INT E.'ZIOR 
NATIONAL P,\RK SERVICE 

STA TE 

Vir""inia 

i\lJ!, TJON; ~ REG ISTER OF HISTORIC PLl.CES 
COL.'N·,-y 

1/1 

:-----S"-'-u-"r-.:y _________ _ 
FOR NPS USE ONLY ~~· 

E!'<TRY NUM8Ei'a f Q~ 

~ •. ;-.i ,i._>;,£.~··· -'--'-'----·'---.;.;.___..;.__-'-=---'-~'-----'---"'-"---"--'--'--'--'-'=--~-~-~----~-~· "'-'-'---~--ii 
fcc\-1:~cN : hT c.~r:re.n House · 
i---- --· I 

~-:--L~~,; ~ ~i~~c, 1Q l f~ - U ,1 r o:~n ... JtY.: s ~ . ---:-·:>--·-:. ·--· ·.·>~~~ 
-lsafl:ZOC:T AND NUM:aici, 

P R()?EP. TY PHOTOGRAPH FORM 

(Type ail entries - aitach to or 2ncfose with ;,hotograph) 

:z 
0 

j SI< 31 
,

1

-:..Tv Oil: TO~v;-,..i, 

Surry 
~-:-- CODe'. lcoVN TY: 

I V J. ~_i_8_~----~ ---~~- ~___, ___ 5_1 __ 1_ Surry 
Jf:---~!.i-~i.1-_t :~{t)'!:Q~-\ :·\:) 

CODE' 

181 
-·---'---·--.. ·- -~·-

UJ 

l""HaTo ci,,sc1T: Virginia Historic Landmarks Co;:im·.:c·c::i:.:S::..S=:..::i:.::0::..:1:.:1 _________________ ~ 

pie: OF PHOTo :_ "l968 

rEG..LTI Y C FlLC:::D ~T: 

_____ Vi...r: g ini a. 1:Jisto,jc Lanc1""TI-'lrks Comrnission: R:l_ch.'T!OJ'l.d. V::... 
f4. ISEj'~T ff-'!CA.-fIG~ -·~--·-- - --· ·--·-~-·-·· - ·-· _______ ..:........:~------'-------~ i G f" S. C R ~ 6 F:: V ! ~ '1'-f , C, I R ;: C T( 0 N , E T C , 

I 

I 

View from southeast. 

~us c.o.J;;:P. ~JM~"-.i' ..-'H:N1·~ cr,.::cc, 1973- 729·: 5z./ 1.J..- .a ;,;1 - 1 

--:~-~~ m¥~~~~1ft~~!'~~~~~~~-~ 



· 'I ' · 

t 
...... 

;., 
I' 
( 
' I • 
? \ .. 

,.1,·' 

I 

--l 1 O' 
I f) I ( f .,) - ,~ (' 

' (<.. f \ , .,~·. •/\, •., I 
· r C) 1 • . ·,':) .• • r 1 t" , , , •• 

'\ -- • --··• _ .. _ . .,__.... ~--- -----n<,# ... . ,._ 

~ ... ..,... ... ____ , - .... .. 

·11 )4 

f l ,. ! f1 • 
t O- h (lAcJ.~-

. ' • 
~ . ~ .. 

.1 I ,.. , 
' ~~! . 




