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C O N D I T I O N 

I N T E G R I T Y 
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D E S C R I B E T H E P R E S E N T A N D O R I G I N A L ( i t k n o w n ) P H Y S I C A L A P P E A R A N C E 

Chippokes Plantation consists of a 1403 acre working farm located on the 
bl u f f s of the Cobham Bay section of the James River, opposite Jamestown 
Island. In addition to the a g r i c u l t u r a l lands, the plantation contains 
wooded areas and marshes around the two creeks,/ College Run and Lower 
Chippokes Creek, which border the property. 

The architectural features of Chippokes include a story-and-a-half frame 
fiouse b u i l t c i r c a 1810 i n the v i c i n i t y of the s i t e of the o r i g i n a l 
seventeenth century plantation house. The i n t e r i o r framing of this house 
has been exposed for educational purposes. The plantation's present 
main residence i s a two-story brick Greek Revival house b u i l t c i r c a 1850. 
Also included on the property are numerous outbuildings and farm structures 
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE (Include Personages, Dates, Events, Etc.) 

\ Chippokes Plantation was named a f t e r an early Indian chief who was 
friendly to the English s e t t l e r s and whose domain included the present 
plantation acreage. The f i r s t English owner was Captain William Powell 
who was a shareholder i n the V i r g i n i a Company of 1609.1 By 1625 the presen 
plantation land was patented to Captain Powell or to his estate, as he 
was supposed to have been k i l l e d i n an Indian massacre i n 1623. In 1643 
the plantation reverted to the Crown because the son of Captain William 
Powell died without issue. The land was then patented to Governor 
William Berkeley. In 1684 the land belonged to P h i l i p Ludwell, the 
second husband of Governor Berkeley's widow. The Chippokes Plantation 
was owned by the Ludwell family, and their descendants bought the property 
i n 1837, probably l i v i n g i n the one and one-half story early-nineteenth 
century frame house which s t i l l stands on the ridge overlooking College 
Run. In 1858 the two-story brick house, which now serves as the residence 
of Mrs. Stewart, was b u i l t by Mr. Jones. 

Chippokes i s p a r t i c u l a r l y s i g n i f i c a n t because i t was one of the e a r l i e s t 
plantations, and was w e l l known for i t s r i c h f l o u r i s h i n g f r u i t trees. In 
addition, two excellent early and mid-nineteenth century buildings remain 
on the land. The extensive gardens and the beautiful view of the James 
River are impressive. 
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:10. G E O G R A P H I C A L D A T A 

L A T I T U D E A N D L O N G I T U D E C O O R D I N A T E S 

D E F I N I N G A R E C T A N G L E L O C A T I N G T H E P R O P E R T Y 

C O R N E R 
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NE 

SE 

SW 

L A T I T U D E 

Degrees Minutes Seconds 

37° 08- 58" 
37° 08' 58" 
37° 07' 32" 
37- 07' 32" 

L O N G I T U D E 

Degrees Minutes Seconds 

76 o 44 . 53 » 
76° •42- 14" 
76° 42 ' 14" 
76 ° 44 ' 53 " 

L A T I T U D E A N D L O N G I T U D E C O O R D I N A T E S 
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L A T I T U D E 
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L I S T A L L S T A T E S A N D C O U N T I E S F O R P R O P E R T I E S O V E R L A P P I N G S T A T E O R C O U N T Y B O U N D A R I E S 

C O D E C O U N T Y 

C O U N T Y : 

C O U N T Y : 

S t a f f , V i r g i n i a Hi s to r i c Landmarks Commission, James W. Moody, J r . , Director ^ 

i n . F O R M P R E P A R E D B Y 
N A M E A N D T I T L E : 

O R G A N I Z A T I O N 

V i r g i n i a H i s t o r i c Landmarks Commission May - 2;' 1̂ 69 
S T R E E T AND N U M B E R : 

Room 1116, Ninth Street State Office Building 
C I T Y O R T O W N : 

Richmond V i r g i n i a 
i ) 2 . S T A T E L I A I S O N O F F I C E R C E R T I F I C A l ION N A T I O N A L R E G I S T E R V E R I F I C A T I O N 

As the designated State Lia ison Officer for the Na­

tional Historic Preservation Act of 1965 (Public Law 

89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion 

in the National Register and certify that it has been 

evaluated according to the criteria and procedures set 

forth by the National Park Service. The recommended 

level of significance of this nomination is : 

National • State H Loca l • 

I herebv certify that this property is included in the 

National Register. 

Chief, Office of Arctieology and Historic Preser/fytion 

Name 

Dr. Edward P. Alexander, dhaiVman 

Title V i r g i n i a H i s t o r i c Landmarks Comm 

OCT 1 1969 

Date J"ne 2, 1969 

Keeper pt The National ifdgistir  

Date SEP ?i 1969 



'Form 10-301 
(Dec. 1968) 

Z 

o 

u 

ce. 

Z 

UJ 

UJ 
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Sur ry 
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FOR NPS USE O N L Y 

E N T R Y N U M B E R D A T E 

1. NAME 
OMMON: Chippokes P l a n t a t i o n 

A N D / O R H I S T O R I C : C h i p p o k e s 

3!. LOCATION 
AND NUMBER: South bank of James Rive r between C o l l e g e Run on the west 

.r.r^ Lower Chippokes Creek on the_^ast^oprosiI-*-- -Tamestown I s l a n d . 
C I T Y O R T O W N : 

S T A T E : 

V i r g i n i a 

C O D E 

45 Surry 

C O D E 

181 

3. M A P R E F E R E N C E 
S O U R C E : 

U . S . G . S . 
S C A L E : 1:24000 

7.5'. aua<̂ r•f,r>̂ R̂ ^o? Island 

D A T E : 1965 
A. R E Q U I R E M E N T S 

T O B E I N C L U D E D O N A L L M A P S 

1. Proper ty broundar ies where requ i red. 

2. North orrow. 

3. La t i t ude and longitude re ference. 






