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Chippokes Plantation consists of a 1403 acre working farm located on the
bluffs of the Cobham Bay section of the James River, opposite Jamestown
Island. In addition to the agricultural lands, the plantation contains
wooded areas and marshes around the two creeks,, College Run and Lower
Chippokes Creek, which border the property.

The architectural features of Chippokes include a story-and-a-half frame
fouse built circa 1810 in the vicinity of the site of the original
seventeenth century plantation house. The interior framing of this house
has been exposed for educational purposes. The plantation's present
main residence is a two-story brick Greek Revival house built circa 1850.
Also included on the property are numerous outbuildings and farm structures)
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE (Include Personages, Dates, Events, Etc.)

| Chippokes Plantation was named after an early Indian chief who was
friendly to the English settlers and whose domain included the present
plantation acreage. The first English owner was Captain William Powell
who was a shareholder in the Virginia Company of 1609.| By 1625 the presen
plantation land was patented to Captain Powell or to his estate, as he
was supposed to have been killed in an Indian massacre in 1623. In 1643
the plantation reverted to the Crown because the son of Captain William
Powell died without issue. The land was then patented to Governor
William Berkeley. 1In 1684 the land belonged to Philip Ludwell, the
second husband of Governor Berkeley's widow. The Chippokes Plantation
was owned by the Ludwell family, and their descendants bought the property
in 1837, probably living in the one and one-half story early-nineteenth .
century frame house which still stands on the ridge overlooking College
Run. 1In 1858 the two-story brick house, which now serves as the residence
of Mrs. Stewart, was built by Mr. Jones.

Chippokes is particularly significant because it was one of the earliest
plantations, and was well known for its rich flourishing fruit trees. In
addition, two excellent early and mid-nineteenth century buildings remain
on the land. The extensive gardens and the beautiful view of the James
River are impressive.
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