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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (If known) PHYSICAL APREARANCE

Chantilly, built c., 1757-62, was situa

Thomas Lee

y, the home of Richard Henry lLee.

Shippen visited the house and wrote:

Chantilly "coHPands a much finer view than Stratford /Hall/ by
reason of a large' bay into which the Potomac forms itself opposite
Chantilly... The house is rather commodious than elegant. The
sitting-room which is very well ornamented, is 18 x 30 feet, and
the dining room 20 x 24."

A inventory made in 1794 indicates that the house had a dining-room,
library, parlor, and bedroom on the first floor, with the center hall
being furnished as a sitting room. On the second floor there were four
large bedrooms and a small one at the head of the stairs. The third floor
contained two chambers, store-rooms, and closets. The outbuildings include
a kitchen, dairy, blacksmith shop, stable, and barn.1

By 1845 the Chantilly plantation house was in ruins. The manor house
is not standing and there are no surface remains; the actual site is also
unmarked. In 1967 the Archeological Society of Virginia began work and
successfully located a portion of the foundations of the mansion. The
owner hopes to complete the archeological project, to completely expose
and then stablize the foundations of the house., The owner than plans to
set aside approximately 10 acres, including the house site and former
gardens, out of the 260 acres still in the tract as a historic site to
memoralize Richard Henry lLee.

The land is now being used as a tree farm.

. 1, Frederick W, Alexander, Stratford Hall and the Lees (Oak Grove,
Virginia, 1912), 98-99.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Westmoreland County, and about this time, and prior to 1762, established
"Stratford," on an estate which he leased from his eldest brother. His

Pinchard, widow of Thomas Pinchard and daughter of Colonel Thomas Gaskins,

entered public 1ife. From 1758 to 1775 he was also elected to the House
Virginia legislature he obtained a position of considerable influence and
working closely with Patrick Henry and Thomas Jefferson, did much to

of May 15, 1775 led to that State's famous resolution calling for

lee redrafted these resolutions in a more compact form and presented them

Site of "Chantilly," the home from c. 1757 to 1794 of Richard Henry
lee, a Signer of the Declaration of Independence for Virginia, planter,
politician, President of the Continental Congress, and a United States
Senator. The plantation house is no longer standing.

Brief Sketch of the Life of Richard Henry lee, 1732-1794

Richard Henry lee, the 7th of 11 children, was born at the lLee family
seat, "Stratford," Westmoreland County, Virginia, on January 20, 1732, the
son of 8 wealthy planter. He received his elementary education from
tutors and was sent to England to complete his education. Finishing his
course at the academy at Wakefield in Yorkshire in 1751, he probably
returned to "Stratford" in 1752,

In 1757 lee married Amne Aylett, daughter of William Aylett of
his residence at "Chantilly,” located asbout three miles east of
first wife died in 1768, leaving four children. Lee married Mrs. Anne
in 1769. There were five children by his second marriage.

In 1757, as justice of the peace for Westmoreland County, lee first
of Burgesses as a representative from Westmoreland County. In the
forward the radical and revolutionary cause., Lee served in the Continenta#
Congress from 1774 to 1779, 1lee's influence in the Virginia Convention
independence, foreign alliances, and a confederation of the colonies.
to the Continental Coungress on June 7, ;776.

Lee resigned his seat in Congress in May 1779 because of ill health.
From 1780 to 1784 he was a member of the Virginia House of Delegates;

from 1784 to 1787 he was again a delegate to the Continetal Congress, and |

in 1784 served as its president for a period of one_year. Lee was chosen
as a delegate to the anstitutional Convention of 17;7 but rifuse% E%e
attend. He led the opposition in Congress against the adoption o
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new Constitution, saying that it lacked a bill of rights. In 1789 lee was
chosen as a Virginia Senator in the new United States Government and he
worked to see that the Bill of Rights was added to the Constitution. 1In
October 1792, broken in health, Lee resigned from the U.S.Senate and retired
to "Chantilly," where he died on June 19, 1794. He was buried in the Lee
family burial ground near Hague, Westmoreland County.
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