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I v-"- (Ch8ck One) 

Shippen v i s i t e d  the house and wrote: 

1 
CONDITION 

Chantil ly "coynands a much f iner  view than St ra t ford  ~ & 1 ~ 7  by 
reason of a large.> bay i n t o  which the Potomac ?forms i t s e l f  opposite 
Chantil ly ... The house is  ra ther  comnodious than elegant. The 
sit t ing-room which i e  very well  ornamented, i s  18 x 30 f ee t ,  and 
the dining room 20 x 24." 

A inventory made i n  1794 indicates  t h a t  the house had a dining-room, 
l i b r a r y ,  par lor ,  and bedroom on the  f i r s t  f loor ,  with the center  h a l l  
being furnished as a s i t t i n g  room. On the second f loor  there were four 
l a rge  bedrooms and a small one a t  the head of the s t a i r s .  The th i rd  f loor  
contained two chambers, store-rooms, and closets.  Tbe outbuildings include 
a kitchen, da i ry ,  blacksmith shop, s tab le ,  and barn.3 

D E S C R I B E  THE P R E S E N T  A N D  O R I G I N A L  (If LIIOVR) P H Y S I C A L  A P P E A R A N C E  

Excmll.nt 0 Good Falr Dmhrlorokd Ruin. Unmxpos8d 

By 1845 the Chanti l ly  plantat ion house w a s  i n  ruins.  The manor house 
i s  not standing and there  a r e  no surface remains; the ac tua l  s i t e  i s  a l so  
unmarked. In  1967 the Archeological Society of Virginia began work and 
successful ly  located a portion of the foundations of the mansion. The 
owner hopes t o  complete the archeological project ,  t o  completely expose 
and then s t a b l i z e  the  foundation8 of the house. The owner than plans t o  
s e t  as ide  approximately 10 acres ,  including the house s i t e  and former 
gardens, out of the 260 acres  s t i l l  i n  the t r a c t  a s  a h i s t o r i c  s i t e  t o  
memoralize Richard Henry Lee. 

(chmck on-) 
IX) Alt8r.d Unalhmd 

The land is now being used a s  a t r e e  farm. 

(Ch8 J One) 

Ywmd [p Original Sltm 

. 1. Frederick W. Alexander, S t ra t ford  Hall  and the Lees (Oak Grove, 
Virginia ,  1912), 98-99. 
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a Archlmcturm 0 Londscapm 0 Sculpturm 

Archikcturn S o c ~ o l / H ~ n ~ n .  

Communications a ~ ; l l ~ ~ ~ ~  

[7 Conmmrvotion 

S i t e  of "Chantilly," the home from c. 1757 t o  1794 of Richard Henry 
Lee, a Signer of t he  Declaratdon of Independence for  Virginia,  p l an t e r ,  
p o l i t i c i a n ,  President of the Continental Congress, and a United S t a t e s  
Senator. The plantat ion house is no longer standing. 

Brief Sketch of the  Li fe  of Richard Henry l e e ,  1732-1794 

Richard Henry Lee, the  7th of 11 children, was born a t  the  Lee family 
s e a t ,  "Strat  ford," Westmoreland County, Virginia,  on January 20, 1732, t he  
son of 8 wealthy planter .  He received h i s  elementary education from 
t u t o r s  and was sent  t o  England t o  complete h i s  education. Finishing h i s  
course a t  t he  academy a t  Wakefield i n  Yorkshire i n  1751, he probably 
returned t o  "S t ra t  ford" i n  1752. 

In  1757 Lee married Anne Aylet t ,  daughter of William Aylet t  of 
Westmoreland County, and about t h i s  time, and p r io r  t o  1762, es tab l i shed  
h i s  residence a t  "Chantilly," located about three miles eatst of 
"Stratford,"  on an e e t a t e  which he leaeed from hLs eldoat brothar. His 
f i r s t  wife died i n  1768, leaving four children. Lee married Mrs. Anne 
Pinchard, widow of  Thomas Pinchard and daughter of Colonel Thomas Gaskins, 
i n  1769. There were f i ve  chi ldren by h i s  second marriage. 

I n  1757, a s  j u s t i ce  of the  peace for  Westmoreland County, Lee f i r s t  
entered publ ic  l i f e .  From 1758 t o  1775 he was a l so  e lec ted  t o  the House 
of Burgesses a s  a representat ive £ram Westmoreland County. In  t he  
Virginia  l eg i s l a tu re  he obtained a pos i t ion  of considerable influence and 
working c lose ly  with Pa t r ick  Henry and Thomas Jefferson, d i d  much t o  
forward the r ad i ca l  and revolutionary cause. Lee served i n  the  Continents:. 
Congress from 1774 t o  1779. Lee's influence i n  the  Virginia  Convention 
of May 15, 1775 led t o  that S t a t e ' s  famous reso lu t ion  c a l l i n g  for  
independence, foreign a l l i ances ,  and a confederation of t he  colonies.  
Lee redraf ted  these reeolut iane i n  a more compact form and presented them 
t o  t he  Continental Congress on June 7, 1776. 

Lee resigned h i s  s ea t  i n  Congrese i n  May 1779 because of ill heal th .  
From 1780 t o  1784 he was a member of t he  Virginia House of Delegatee; 
from 1784 t o  1787 he was again a delegate t o  the  Continetal  Congress, and 
i n  1784 served as i ts  president for  a period of one ear.  Lee was chosen 
as a delegate t o  the  &nst i tut ioI la l  C O ~ e n t i o n  of 1787 but 
a t tend .  led t h e  opposition i n  ~0ngrea. against  the idoption the 
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8. Significance: ( 1 )  Chantilly (Richard Henry Lee House Site) 

new Constitution, saying that it lacked a bill of rights. In 1789 Lee was 
chosen as a Virginia Senator in the new United States Government and he 
worked to see that the Bill of Rights was added to the Constitution. In 
October 1792, broken in health, Lee resigned from the U.S.Senate and retired 
to "Chantilly," where he died on June 19, 1794. He was buried in the Lee 
family burial ground near Hague, Westmoreland County. 
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